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Dear Mr. Greenewald: 

Records responsive to your request were previously processed under the provisions of the 
Freedom of Information Act. Enclosed is one CD containing 472 pages of previously processed documents 
and a copy of the Explanation of Exemptions. This release is being provided to you at no charge. 

Additional records potentially responsive to your subject may exist. Please submit a new FOIA 
request if you would like the FBI to conduct a search of the indices to our Central Records System. 

Submit requests by mail or fax to - Work Process Unit, 170 Marcel Drive, Winchester, VA 22602, 
fax number (540) 868-4997. 

For your information, Congress excluded three discrete categories of law enforcement and national 
security records from the requirements of the FOIA. See 5 U.S. C. § 552(c) (2006 & Supp. IV (2010). This 
response is limited to those records that are subject to the requirements of the FOIA. This is a standard 
notification that is given to all our requesters and should not be taken as an indication that excluded records 
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For questions regarding our determinations, visit the www.fbi.gov/foia website under “Contact Us.” 
The FOIPA Request Number listed above has been assigned to your request. Please use this number in all 
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EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 


SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 

(b)(1) (A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign 

policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 

(b)(2) related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 

(b)(3) specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the 

matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding 
or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld; 

(b)(4) trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 

(b)(5) inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with 

the agency; 

(b)(6) personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 

(b)(7) records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records 

or information ( A) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a 
fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, ( D ) 
could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any 
private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law 
enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence 
investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement 
investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could 
reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any 
individual; 

(b)(8) contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for 
the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 

(b)(9) geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 

(d)(5) information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 

(j) (2) material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime 

or apprehend criminals; 

(k) (l) information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign 

policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 

(k)(2) investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or 

privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity 
would be held in confidence; 

(k)(3) material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant 
to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 

(k)(4) required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 

(k)(5) investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian 
employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished 
information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 

(k)(6) testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service 
he release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 

(k)(7) material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person 
who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 
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/ Pursuant to your request thepe is set out hereinafter a sumiisary' of the 
information in the Bureau files pertaining, to Mrs. Helen Gahagan^duglas, nee 
Mary-Hamer. of ten referred to as-.Helen^Gahagan* ^f 
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has advised that the group was organized on March 4* 1943 and is not a part of the 
setup of the Democratic Party in Los Angeles. This is, according to the informant, 
a Communist Party front group operating in the motion picture industry inSouthern 
California, This source advised further that the Committee could rightfully be called 
the political spearhead of the Communist Party in Hollywood, from which radiates the 
political influence and prestige of the motion picture industry^^^^ 

Subsequent toi±ha r-ono-int. n-f +,ha information on February 1C, 1944;£nver the 

technical surveillance^_the Los 

Angeles Office advised that he had learned that also on jj'eoruary xu, 1944 at a meeting 
of Hie Executive Committee of the 15th congressional District Legislative Council, it 
was decided that Helen Gahagan, former screen actress, was the first choice of the 
Council to run against in cumbent John Costello in the Democratic primary to b e held in 
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ASSOCIATION WITH COBHUNISTS AND COMMUNIST INFLUENCED GROUPS 

"The Peoples World" for December 13, 1938, .ran an article captioned 
"Melvyn Douglas Warns of Fascists at Home." The. article stated that the screen 
actor denounced FascismsxLActress Gahagan called for the defense of democracy. 

It was stated further that 2000 citizens of San Diego had heard Melvyn Douglas 
fling the defy at American Fascist-minded groups at a meeting held the previous 
evening in San Diego. The meeting was reportedly sponsored by the then recently 
formed San Diego League for the Defense of Democracy with the cooperation of the 
Hollywood Anti-Nazi League. According to information which has been received, 
the organization San Diego League for the Defense of Democracy in 1938. and 1939 
was a branch of the Hollywood Anti—Nazi League, a group which had considerable 
Communist influence in it. 

An individual named S. M. "Larry" Doyle of Lamberton, Minnesota, wrote 
to our St. Paul Office on January 1, 1939, attaching a pictorial clipping from 
the photographic section of the Minnesota Tribune for January 1, 1939* This 
clipping, which was captioned "Stars Sign Anti-Nazi Petition", pointed out that 
an organization knovai as "Hollywood* s Committee of 56 " composed of stars, 
producers, directors, and writers, signed their own Declaration of Independence 
which was to be circulated nationally as a petition to be signed by 20,000,000 
American citizens and then presented to President Roosevelt and Congress for 
the purpose of seeking A severance of economic relations with Nazi Germany until 
such time as that country came back into the fold of nations in .accordance with 
the humane principles of international law. Among the individuals pictured in this 
article was" Helen Gahagan. Doyle, in bringing this matter to the attention of our 
St. Paul Office, made the following comments, "This committee of 56 is a direct 
subsidiary of the 13th District of the Communist Party. It is headed by James 
Cagney, member at large of the Communist Party; Lionel Stander and Frederic March. 
Gale Sondergaard, Helen Gahagan and James Cagney are all Party members." 

■ With reference to Doyle, our St. Paul Office in a letter to the Bureau 
dated December 19, 1938 advised that he called at the St. Paul Office and intimated 
that he knew Special Agent N.J.L. Pieper of the San Francisco Field Division and 
other Agents on the Vest Coast. Doyle stated that he had been a special agent 
for the Governor of Oregon and had been engaged in the investigation of subversive 
activities on the Vest Coast during the past few years. In this letter, the special 
Agent in Charge of the St. Paul Office made the’observation that Doyle was "full 
of wind". A check of the files indicated that Doyle subsequently made information 
available to our St. Paul Office concerning Communist matters. It is also to be 
noted that Doyle was apparently the same individual who was the subject of a 
closed impersonation case with Seattle as origin. This case was closed on February 
10, 1943. The subject of this case represented himself as head of the FBI sabotage 
detail at the Seattle-Tacoma Shipbuilding corporation and induced an individual 
upon representations of this nature to endeavor to get a work permit from the 
boilermaker’s union in order that Roberts, the person who was approached, might work 
for Doyle as an undercover agent. United States Attorney at Seattle, Washington, 
denied prosecution in this matter. 
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Confidential Informant advised the Los Angeles Office in 

.April, 1944, that Helen Gahagan, screen actress, La 1939 was a close follower 
of the Communist Party line and was a part of the Coramunisu apparatus then 
functioning in the Hollywood Motion Picture Industry. It was stated further ohat 

aSfSSm 5 alroSp Skch set u P the Hollywood Theat er Alliance which ms - 

nr-garvi y.ftri on April A. 1939._According to the informant_ 


TEH source Trent on to say that all o±' the proposed |y, 
las thav dn now, the u sual Communist subterfuge used tol 

I The group today it was-said is wei 
by individuals who follow t.fte bommunist Party 


as constit-upec 


representec 


I advised that John Bright, a Jewisn-ameracan citizen, whose wife, Josepmne,. 
jj an organizer for the Comraunist Party Industrial Unit of Spanish speaking people, 
entertained at his home various Hollywood notables. On one occasion an attorney 
by the name of Kata (possibly Charles Kata of Berry Drive, San Fernando, California) 
was present and was advising those present on how strikes could be pulled without b7D 
getting into trouble. The informant stated that the group present at that time 
held a discussion covering Communism and the effectiveness of strikes. Present on 

this occasion, according to the informant were Mel yvn Doug l as and his wife, Helen - 

Gahagan, among others. The i,nfnrfnp.nti advised tlffiwl- 1 _ 


le informant 


“dates of the gatherings 


at bright 1 s nome were not givenj 



. ' It was stated that Donald Ogden Stewart, author, was one of the prominent 

supporters of the committee, as well as such other luminaries as John Steinoeck, 
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• author of ”The Grapes of Wrath”, whose wife, Carol Steinbeck, is a registered 
Communist at Los Gatos, California} Melvyn Douglas; his wife, Helen Gahagan; 

Carey McWilliams, Chief of the Division of Immigration and Housing; Frances 
Farmer, screen actress, and Ordean Rockey, Secretary to Mayor Bowron of 
Los Angeles, -all of whom have been active in behalf of Communist Party united 
front organizations. The above information was received during the Summer of 1940. 

The April 11, 1939, 'Communist Daily Record has the following to say 

in parts 

• ' 

”The productions of the Motion Picture Guild were shown last night at 
a reception held at.the home-of Helen Gahagan and Melvyn Douglas in honor of 
Erika Mann. The first feature length picture to be produced by the new 
organization is to be *School for Barbarians® based on Bliss Mahn*s best 
selling book of the same title.” 

Information in the Bureau files indicates Miss Mann is Communistically 

inclined. 

On September 16, 1940, information was received from a Hollywood, 
California Legionnaire reporting that the home of Melvyn Douglas was the meeting 
place of wealthy Communists. 

' Mr. George H. Rhodine of the Better Business Bureau, Los Angeles, 
California, advised in February, 1941, that he had ascertained from Carey 
McWilliams, Hational Chairman in 1940 of the American Committee for Protection 
of Foreign Born, that Helen Gahagan was listed as a member of the Sponsor Committee 
for a meeting of that organization held on July 24, 1940 in Los Angeles, California 

The American Committee for Protection of Foreign Born is reportedly 
influenced by Communists and associates of Communists and its purpose is 
indicated in its title* 

On March 4, 1941, information was received to the effect that Melvyn 
. Douglas and his wife had been featured in a radio program on March 2, 1941 
over the Columbia network under the auspices of the ”Free Players League”, 
Hollywood. This source describes both Douglas and his wife as active Communists 
in Hollywood, ahd stated that the play dramatized above dealt with subversive 
philosophy as part of our educational system. The play reportedly discredited 
American institutions in a subtle manner and encouraged the teaching of a more 
liberal viewpoint in the teaching of subversive philosophy in our public schools. 

According to the minutes of the business session of the Fourth 
American Writers Congress in June, 1941, the Exiled Writers Committee formed 
by the Hollywood Chapter of the League of American Writers sponsored a dinner 
at the Beverly-Wilshire Hotel in Los Angeles on November 26, 1940. It was 
indicated that 318 persons attended this meeting, each of whom paid $10. 
per plate. The meeting reportedly netted the sum of $6,000.00, $4,000.00 of 
which went to the Exiled Writers Committee in New York. Helen Gahagan was 
among those in attendance at the dinner. . . . 






The Fourth American Writers Congress ms sponsored try the League of 
American Writers which ms known as a Communist front group* The League of 
American Writers, of which the Exiled Writers Committee is a subsidiary, had 
as one of its purposes the collection of funds to bring refugees in Europe to 
this country* Information is available that a number of the refugees brought 
into this country by the League of American Writers had European Communist 
connections and the organization reportedly went out of existence with the 
success and progress of the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee, a Communist 
Party front. 


/ He went on to say that the organization followed ^ue usual_ 

Communist practice w ith regard to its front organizations. J n M c °^ e ^ io ^ th _^J d 
organization, John R. Lechner in the Los Angeles Examiner of March 24 , 1943, stated 
that ^Several known pro-Communist leaders and women affiliated wxth Gommnte 
organisationsye on the Executive Board of the Committee for the Care of Children 

in War time. C$7 (/( 

According to a memorandum prepared by the Los Angeles Office —■ 

lay 1, 1943. Confidential Informant/ 
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Mrs. Walter Alles, 450 Worth Sycamore Street, Los Angeles, property- 
manager at that address, made available to the Los Angeles Office copies of 
the minutes of a United Citizens Committee which was organized on December 26 , 
1943, for the purpose of making arrangements for a visit of Vice President 
Wallace to Los Angeles. According to the minutes, among those present at the 
original meeting of the group was Helen Gahagan. Also in attendance were 
several person^ who are presently under investigation by the Bureau under the 
"Key Figure'’ program and who are Communist Party functionaries in the Los Angeles 
area.f®^ t/ 


John R. Proctor, Los Angeles Public Relations Director for the Hollywood 
group of the Free World Association, advised the Los Angeles Office in January, 
1944, that the Hollywood group joined the National Organization of Free World 
Association in August, 1942. It was stated that the organizer of the Hollywood 
Unit was Walter Wanger and that he and Helen Gahagan were the leading figures 
in the organization. With further reference to her association with this group 
a clipping from the Los Angeles Times lists Helen Gahagan as one of 80 sponsors 
of the Hollywood Unit. The Hollywood Branch of the Free World Association has 
openly attacked Communism® However, it is reliably reported to have a faction 
of Communists in it and there is an indication that the attack on Communism 
was .over the protest on the part of a number of the sponsors and only after 
considerable pressure had been put on the Hollywood Unit by the New York Office 
of the Free World Association. According to a report emanating from the 
Los Angeles Office, 28 of the 80 individuals listed as sponsors have been 
associated in more than one instance with Hollywood Communist front organizations® - 


j The publication '’Magyar Jovo”, a Communist daily for April 29, 1944, 

j stated that Helen Gahagan, wife of Melvyn Douglas, who represented the Democratic 
v National Committee of California, was a speaker at a mass meeting held in Los 
Angeles on April 23, 1944■> 



City on the same date for the purpose of establishing an organization to be 


known as "Action to Liberate Hungary", also known as II.M.M®, Mozgalom 
Hagyarorszag Hegaantesere. This source stated that the organisation in^Lta. 
aims and purposes is parallel to other groups of Hungarian Communists 
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, . As jnentioned previously, the Hollywood Democratic Committee supported 
Helen Gahagan in her race JLn. the 14th Congressional Districts Information 
received on May 19, 1944, pro m a technical surveillance on the home of John H« 
Lawson, mentioned above, reflected that Lawson in a conversation with S. Y. 
Harburg, on the Executive Board of the Hollywood Democratic Committee, 
discussed the primary election held on May 16, 1944, and the part the Hollywood 
Democratic Committee had played in it* At one point in the conversation 
Harburg stated that it seemed Helen Gahagan, wife of Melvyn Douglas, was 
trying to take all the credit in saying that she had run-the election and 
that it was his belief they needed' some one to tell Hannigan (apparently 
referring to Robert E. Hannegan, National- Chairman of the Democratic Party) 
the truth about what had happened. Lawson stated that in his opinion 
it was "natural political stuff 1 * and further "they will all brag about 'What 
they have done and -Hannegan is ■ a pretty smart man and I am inclined to think 
that he will know pretty much what the Hollywood Democratic Committee has done. 11 
Lawson further stated that as far as he was concerned it was all right to let 
Helen Gahagan say that she was the backbone of the Hollywood Democratic Party 
■ and it was nice to have gpntact with her and he did not think that they should 
make an issue of it because it would make a bad situatibn'r^O^ 

Eugene Lyons, in his book "The Red Decade" names Helen Gahagan, among 
others, as an individual who the Hollywood Citizen’s Committee for the Federal 
Theater could proudly list along with .more familiar fellow travelers. 


Honorable Leland M. Ford of California in the .House of Representatives 
on July 7, 1942, attacked the organization known as Union for Democratic Action 
and during the course of his comments mentioned the name of Helen Gahagan and 
Melvyn Douglas, among others. Ford stated that, of course, Douglas; Helen 
Gahagan; Kingdon, President of the Union for Democratic Action; Bridges and 
hundreds of others who deny that they are Communists, have very hurt expressions 
when they are. accused. Ford went on to say that the singular thing about the 
whole matter was that it was always found this group stood up for the subversive 
interests and fought hard for them. It was stated further that they all were 
actually carrying the Party line fight, but still denied being Communists. He 
related further that they did everything that the Communists did, they carried 
out all the instructions and the program and yet denied that they were Communists 
Congressman Ford’s remarks made on that sane date in connection with the same 
speech mentioned Melvyn Douglas’s name on numerous occasions* 
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MISCELLANEOUS , 

Our San Diego Office advised on December 21, 19UO, that information had 
been received from Major General R. H. VanDeman that John C.- Packard, who at one 
time was a member of the Socialist Party and was closely associated with the 
American Civil Liberties Union, was being considered for the appointment as United 
States Attorney for the Southern District of California, Los Angeles, California. 

In this connection, it was stated that Helen Gahagan (Mrs. Melvyn. Douglas) was in 
Washington, D. C., and that one of the purposes of her visit was in behalf of John 
C. Packard. k 

According to an unindio a^ked^-newspaper article, datelined New York on 
April 19, 19Ul, an organization known as "Fight For Freedom Committee" had been 
organized. The article stated that the organization claimed a key membership of 
more than 200 men and women headed by Episcopal Bishop Henry W. Hobson of 
Cincinnati and Senator Carter Glass of Virginia. The article quoted the belief o± 
the key committee as follows: "That the time has come for the. vigorous use of our 
full resources. We must win the battle of production. We must use our shipping, our 
Wavy, and our air force to help safeguard the transportation of vital supplies across 
the ocean. We must throw our full weight now into the fight for freedom, knowing 
that if this means war, it also means the surest and swiftest road to peace." 


Among many sponsors of the group set out in the newspaper article were: 

Joseph P. Lash, General Secretary of the International Students* Servicej Colonel 
William J. Donovan, New York Attorney} J. Franklin Carter, journalist} Dr. L. M. 
Birkhead, Kansas City, head of the Friends of Democracy and Marshall Field, New 
York publisher 0 j 

The New York Post for April 28, 1941, carried a complete list of sponsors for 
this organization among whom was Helen Gahagan of Hollywood. Other information in the 
files indicates that the stated purpose of this organization was to have the United 
States enter the war and it was said the Committee dissolved approximately one week 
after entry of the United States into the war. 

The publication, "San Francisco Call Bulletin," August 16, 1941, carried an 
article calling attention to.the fact that Mr. Charles R. Page, Regional Civilian 
Defense Director for that district, had opened quarters at 223 Sansome Street, San 
Francisco. It was stated that a meeting was held on August l£, 1941, for organization 
of the voluntary participation committee for that area and in attendance were Miss 
Helen Gahagan of Los Angeles, Dr. Aurelia Henry Reinhardt, President of Mills College} 
Raymond W. Gill , President.of Oregon State Grange and Mrs. John Boettinger, daughter 
of President-Roosevelt and wife of the publisher of the Seattle Post Intelligencer. 

‘ I-. (U) 

According to a piece of literature obtained by "an informant of 

the Chicago Office, in January, 1943, Helen Gahagan, among owners, was scheduled to speak 
at a meeting to be held on Lincoln* s birthday in Chicago in honor of George ¥. Norris, 
former Senator from Nebraska. This piece of literature indicated that the organiza- - b7D 
tion styled '‘Union for Democratic Action" was the sponsor of this undertaking. It was 
stated by informants of the Chicago Office that this particular meeting was advertised 
by the Communist Party. The organization "Union for Democratic Action," according to 
’ information in our files,was one particularly interested in seeing that the national/ 
legislative branch passed legislation which would aid in the war effort. Theft' 

C 0W^‘ tU 
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organization-has violently attacked a number of anti—Administration Congressmen 
and" citizens and was said to be composed of individuals described as "liberals »*■ 

Miss Helen Gahagan in an MID report dated February 9, 1944, was listed as a 
sponsor and member of the Executive Board of the organization known as Southern' 
California Committee for Federal Union. The organization at that time was stated to 
be inactive. The Southern California Committee for Federal Union was affiliated 
with the national group known as Federal Union, Inc., an organization whose purpose 
was to band together world democracies to maintain peace. Federal Union, Inc. is 
- better knovm as Union Now, and the principles of this organization are based on a 
book by Clarence K. Streit, President, which visualizes a world government. There 
is no specific indication that this group is Communist-influenced. 
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RECOMMENDATIQN : It- ,is : suggested .„that-,th i s^me mojandum-,be^bgought^to ; -,the 
attention of interested J3ureau^££d^ials. 
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' UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE ' 
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To- COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. ? • . WTX 13 , 1945 . 

Transput the' following menage to: OABAOAN pOVOLAS CUPTEB, 

a 488 EAST 93RD STREET, 

. • ; . / . BROOKLYN 13, NEW YORK 


-r-'s 


REGRET NO ACTION CAN BE TAKEN BY THIS BORE AN WITH REFERENCE TO 
PROSECUTION OF MATTERS REFERRED TO IN YOUR WIRE OF fN s TfRDAY, 
AS YOU KNOW INVESTIGATIONS OF VIOLATIONS OF OPAREGULATIONS 
ARE CONDUCTED BY ENFORCEMENT AGENCY OF OPA WHICH IS CHARGED 
WITH RESPONSIBILITY OF ADMINISTERING MATTERS COMING WITHIN 

RATIONING PROGRAM, SUGGEST YOU FURNISH TO OPA REPRESENTATIVES 

. 4 * ! ' 1 ' 

YOUR DISTRICT COMPLETE FACTS IN YOUR POSSESSION WITH REFERENCE 
TO BLACK MARKET OPERATIONS, / ' J ■ •’ : 


JOHN EDGAR HOOVER, DIRECTOR '' 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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Ogee Memorandum 

n’i- 

yjj TO : THE DIREGTQR yj 

FROM : D. M. LADD x-sV| C _ 

subject: HELEN GAHAGAN DOUGLAS / 

£r (j h 


DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVE^ F-jyjM: 
FBI AUTJMATIC DECLASSIFICATION ,GUIDE,t '" " 
DATE lfi- 2010 . 


• UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


CLAP" - 
SE&SC"- ■yr. T > 

—< O Cj fi'j?/} Cji \f 


'j/f date: February 21, 191+6 

Mr. To Ison_ 

f Sr L Kir. B. A. Tam 

V , Mr. Clegg_ 

V~g ,4 Mr. Coffey 

*1 .. .. * 7 J Mr. Glavln 

gS_ /3 A ' ■»J Mr. Ladd 


^ Mr. Tolson_ 

a* I* / - Mr. E. A. TaimT 

WJ&Jjfi ia Mr. Clegg_ 

H ^T rY <»> 4 wf Mr. Coffey_ 

P 4 ^1 Mr. Glavln_ 

Sv aI Mr. Nichol s 

Mr. Rosen_ 

Mr. Tracy_ 

' Mr. Carson_ 

Mr. Egan_ 

Mr. Hendo n 

^zLA.fi * 3 - Miss.Bea h m 

'miss Gandy_ 


The following summary on Congresswoman Helen Gahagan Douglgs hg-s gj - 

been prepared in accordance with your request. EXT ♦ ^ — 

BACKGROUND S 7 ■ 7 

The biographical section of the February^19U5, issue of the Congressional 
Directory states that Helen Gahagan Douglas was born at Boonton, New Jersey, 

Nov emb er 25, 1900, the daughter of Walter Hamer Gahagan (deceased) and Lillian Rose 
(Mussen) Gahagan, and great great granddaughter of William Gahagan, who, with 18 
others, founded Dayton, Ohio, in 1796. Who’s Who in America for 19bk-19k5, as well 
as earlier editions, carries her birth date as 1905. This latter source, which rtm 
lists her as an actress, indicates she received her preparatory education at v " 

Berkeley Institute in Brooklyn and at Miss Capin’s School, Northampton, Massachu- i f 
setts. She was a student at Barnard College, Columbia, from 1920 to 1922. | 


The Congressional Directory states that Helen Gahagan Douglas was 
Democratic National Committeeworaan for California from 191+0 to 19U+J Vice-Chairman 
of the Democratic State Central Committee, and Chairman of the Women’s Division 
| from 191+0 to 1914+$ served on National Advisory Committee, WPA, and State Committee, b6 
|nYA$ member of Board of Governors of California House and Planning Associations bK 
Presidential Voluntary Participation Committee, nr.n? married: husband. < 


Jistncu, 


electee 

Dunty. 






Who’s Who for 191+1+-191+5 indicates th^Mr ^r"Dou^ , a^ & ln '^idd±iam < ^ ,t appear¬ 
ing in several stage productions,* sang leading ’operatic roles with European companies 
and at Salzburg, Austria, festivals in 1928 and 193C. She appeared in two motion 
pictures in 1935 and 1936. In 1937, she made a concert tour in the United States, 
and made a European concert tour and sang at the Salzburg festival during the summer 
of the same year. She made a second concert tour of the United States in 1939* Her 
residence address was given as 711+1 Senalda Road, Los Angeles, California* 

Melvyn Douglas, whose true name is George Lamar Hesselberg and who has 
also been known as Hymie E. Hesselberg, is a well known motion picture actor 
who for the past ten years has been known to the public for his appearances in 
light comedies.. He has for many years associated with known and suspected 
Communists and has appeared in a leading role in many Communist sponsored activities. 
The Daily Worker, the Peoples World, the Daily Record, and othe+^jpoipnnnist ^ , 

dominated publications have spoken approvingly c£ Douglas/_an3) his*1ac$lyiti-e's'xonT 


numerous occasions, me riles oi 
the following front organizations: 

c 0jPpS%3STR0VLJD' 

t Act feint/ fit- tfS^yjhJn 


Douglas 


sS3«* 


*V» hnycvtwnow 
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|<M& INFORMATION .GONTAIKgD 
HEREIN IS UNCMSSIFL®> 
E7CEPT WHERE SHOWN 
OTHERWISE . 






Memorandum for the Director 


1. Spanish Embargo 

2. American Friends of Spanish Democracy 

3. Committee for Concerted Peace Efforts 

4. Consumers Union 

5. Consumers Union - Boycott of Nazi Goods 

6. Motion Picture Artists Committee 

7. Motion Picture Democratic Committee 

The Congressional Record of February 9, 1942, lists Melvyn Douglas as 
an alleged Communist. The source of this information -was the Dies Committee. 

ASSOCIATION WITH COMMUNISTS AND COMMUNIST INFLUENCED GROUPS 


The Peoples World for December 13, 1938, ran an article captioned 
"Melvyn Douglas Warns of Fascists at Home." The artiele stated that the screen 
actor denounced Fascism and Actress Gahagan called for the defense of democracy. 

It was stated further that 2000 citizens of San Diego had heard Melvyn Douglas 
fling the defy at American Fascist-minded groups at a meeting held the previous 
evening in San Diego. The meeting was reportedly sponsored by the ten recently 
formed San Diego Leagues for the Defense of Democracy with the cooperation of the 
Hollywood Anti-Nazi League. According to information which has been received, the 
organization San Diego League for the Defense of Democracy in 1938 and 1939 was 
a branch of the Hollywood Anti-Nazi League, a group which had considerable Communist 
influence in it. 

An individual named S. M. "Larry" Doyle of Lamberton, Minnesota, wrote 
to our St. Paul Office on January 1, 1939, attaching a pictorial clipping from 
the photographic section of the Minnesota Tribune for January 1, 1939. This 
clipping, which was captioned "Stars Sign Anti-Nazi Petition", pointed out that 
an organization known as "Hollywood's Committee of 56" composed of starsi 
producers, directors, and writers, signed their own Declaration of Independence 
which was to be circulated nationally as a petition to be signed by 20,000,000 
American citizens and then presented to President Roosevelt and Congress for 
the purpose of seeking a severance of economic relations with Nazi Germany until 
such time a's that country came back into the fold of nations in accordance with 
the humane principles of international law. Among the individuals pictured in this 
article was Helen Gahagan. Doyle, in bringing this matter to the attention of our 
St. Paul Office, made the following comments, "This Committee of 56 is a direct 
subsidiary of the 13th District of the Communist Party. It is headed by James 
Cagney, member at large of the Communist Party; Lionel Stander and Frederic March. 
Gale Sondergaard, Helen Gahagan and James Cagney are all Party members." 

With reference to Doyle, our St. Paul Office in a letter to the Bureau 
dated December 19, 1938 advised that he called at the St. Paul Office and intimated.-' 


CONF 








Memorandum for the Director 


that he knew Special Agent U. J. L. Pieper of the San Francisco Field Division and 
other Agents on the West Coast* Doyle stated that he had "been a special agent 
for the Governor of Oregon and had been engaged in the investigation of subversive 
activities on the West Coast during the past few years. In this letter, the Special 
Agent in Charge of the St. Paul Office made the observation that Doyle was "full 
of wind." A check of the files indicated that Doyle subsequently made information 
available to our St. Paul Office concerning Communist matters* It is also to be 
noted that Doyle was apparently the same Individual who was the subject of a 
closed impersonation case with Seattle as origin. This case was closed on February 
10, 1943. The subject of this case represented himself as head of the FBI sabotage 
detail at the Seattle-Tacoma Shipbuilding corporation and induced an individual 
upon representations of this nature to endeavor to get a work permit from the 
boilermaker’s union in order that Roberts, the person who was approached, might 
work for Doyle as an undercover agent. United States Attorney at Seattle, Washington, 
denied prosecution in this matter. 


Confidential Informant] advised the Dos Angeles Office in 

April, 1944, that helen Gahagan, screen actress, in 1939 was a close follower 
of the Communist Party line and was a part of the Communist apparatus then 
functioning in the Hollywood Motion Picture Industry. It was stated further that 
she was one of a group which set up the Hollywood Theater Alliance which was b7D 


— 1 A_1030_’frViQ 2 Ti-fWmsn-h ±Jn£ mirnnsas of this grou; 




fEiS source want on r.n say nnat: au. or -cne proposed a ims consviuuueu 
Fas they do now, the usual Communist subterfuge used to£~ 


[ ] The group today, it was ^said, is well represented 

by individuals who follow the Communist Party lineVQ=^ 


? 


| advised that John Bright, a Jewish-Americaacitizen, whose wire, oosepnxne, 
is an organizer for the Communist Party Industrial Unit of Spanish speaking people,b7D 
entertained at his home various Hollywood notables. On one occasion an attorney 
by the name of Katz (possibly Charles Katz of Berry Drive, San Fernando, California) 
was present and was advising those present on how strikes could be pulled without 
getting into trouble. The informant stated that the group present at that time 
held a discussion covering Communism and the effectiveness of strikes. Present on 
this occasion, according to the informant, were Melwn Douglas and his wife, 

(rahagan. among others. The informant advised that 

















Memorandum for the Director 



"The productions of the Motion. Picture Guild were shown last night a 
a reception held at the home of Helen Gahagan Douglas and Melvvn Douglas 
in honor of Erika Mann. The first feature length picture to STpSced 
by the new organization is to be ‘School for Barbarians’ based on Miss 
Mann’s best selling book of the same title." 


inclined. 


Information in the Bureau files indicates Miss Mann is Communistically 


r -i -fWn-i s, 0ri T Se ? temb f r l6 > ^ho, information was received from a Hollywood. 

Place S *“ t the h0me ° f Melvyn D0Uglas TO the 

„ . . . . itr * George H. Ehodine of the Better Business, Bureau, Los Angeles 

m ? S6d .“January, 19{a, that he had ascertained from c£ey 
McWiiiiams, Nationa! Chairman in 191+0 of the American Committee for Protection 

00™!?+?^/°^ th ? t Helen Gahagan Douglas was listed as a member of the Sponsor 
CalSorniaf° r * ****** 0rganization heId on **7 2l+, 19I+O, in Los Lgeles, 


h 





. Memorandum for the Director 


The American Committee for Protection of Foreign Born is reportedly- 
influenced by Communists and associates of Communists and its purpose is 
indicated in its title. 


According to the minutes of the business session of the Fourth 
American Writers Congress in June, 19 Ul, the Exiled Writers Committee formed 
by the Hollywood Chapter of the League of American Writers sponsored a dinner 
at the Beverly-Wilshire Hotel in los Angeles on November 26, I 9 I 4 O. It was 
indicated that 318 persons attended this meeting, each of whom paid $ 10,00 
per plate. The meeting reportedly netted the sum of $6,000.00, $^.,000.00 of 
which went to the Exiled Writers Committee in New York. Helen Gahagan Douglas 
was among those in attendance at the dinner. 


The Fourth American Writers Congress was sponsored by the League of 
American Writers which was known as a Communist front group. The League of 
American Writers, of which the Exiled Writers Committee is a subsidiary, had 
as one of its purposes the collection of funds to bring refugees in Europe to 
this country. Information is available that a number of the refugees brought 
into this country by the League of American Writers had European Communist 
connections and the organization reportedly went out of existence with the 

success and progress of the Joint Mti-Fascist Refugee Committee, a Communist 
Party front. 


I 


^ ^ _■ were obtained by the Washington Field Office from a highly con- 

i'idential source. Among the material obtained was a pencilled list containing 
the name of Miss Helen Gahagan, Los Angeles, California. It was impossible t 


- * ^ U CIX.L JL UXIiXcl • W3.S 

.determine the signif icance of the names appearing on this list. [ 


3 


Jvras reported to have been made up of a variety of 




b7D 


persons ana organizations who desired to havej" 

Reports of Communist influence in this group have been received, although there 
is no direct information that it is Communist controlled^Su ^ 


In April, 19lilt, our Eos Angeles Office reported the records of ONI 
at nos Angeles disclosed that as of August 5, 19lfL, one Miss Brownie Lee Jones, 
reportedly a Communist, came to Los Angeles to work as secretary to Helen Gahagan 
Douglas, the wife of Melvyn Douglas. 








Memorandum for the Director 



organization, John P. Leohner in the Los Angeles Examiner of March 24, 1943, stated 
that “Several known pro-Communist leaders and women affiliated with Conmunist 


organizationsvare on the Executive 
in WartiBB,*^P^ 


Board of the Committee for the Care of Children 




Mrs# filter Alles, 450 North Sycamore Street, Los Angeles, property 
manager at that address, made available to the Los Angeles Office copies of 
the minutes of a United Citizens Committee y/hich was organized on December 26, 


1943, for the purpose of making arrangements for a visit of Vice President 
Wallace to Los Aigeles# According to the minutes, among those present at the 
original meeting of the group .was Helen Gahagan# Also in attendance were 
several persons who are presently under investigation by the Bureau under the 


“Key Figure” program and who are Communist Party functionaries in the Los Angeles 


John R. Proctor, Los Angeles Public Relations Director for the Hollywood 
group of the Free World Association, advised the Los Angeles Office in January, 
1944, that the Hollywood group joined the National Organization of Tree "World 
Association in August, 1942. It was stated that the organizer of the Hollywood 
Unit was Walter Wanger and that he and Helen Gahagan were the leading figures 
in the organization. With further reference to her association with this group, 
a clipping from the Los Angeles Times lists Helen Gahagan as one of 80 sponsors 
of the Hollywood Unit. The Hollywood Branoh of the Free World Association has 






J 


riAL, 4 
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openly attacked Communism. However, it is reliably reported to have a faction 
of C ommuni sts in it and there is an indication that the attack on Conmunism 
was aver the protest on the part of a number of the sponsors and only after ^ 
considerable pressure had been put on the Hollywood Unit by the Hew York Office 
of the Free World Association. According to a report emanating from the . 

Los Angeles Office, 28 of the 80 individuals listed as sponsors have been 
associated in more than one instance with Hollywood Communist front organizations. 

The publication "Magyar Jovo n , a Communist daily for April 29, 1944, 
stated that Helen Gahagan, wife of Melvyn Douglas, who represented the Democratic 
National Committee of California, was a speaker at a mass meeting held m Los 
Angeles on April 23, 1944. 


~\ (UJ 

l/'SSfi!? advised that the mass meeting 

■W . ' ._ WT_ 


b7D 


held in Los Angeles, California, was one similar to a meeting he Id in New York 
City on the same date for the purpose of establishing an organization to be 
known as “Action to Liberate Hungary", also known as M.M.M., Mozgalom Magyarorszag 
Megmantesere. This source stated that the organizationin its aims and purposes 
is parallel to other groups of Hungarian Communist s.jQ0^y^ 

As mentioned previously, the Hollywood Democratic Committee supported 
Helen Gahagan in her race in the 14th Congressional District. Information 
received on May 19, 1944, frornfa* technical surveillance on the home of John H. 

Lawson, mentioned above, refleoEed that Lawson in a conversation with E. Y. 

Harburg, on the Executive Board of the Hollywood Democratic Committee, discussed 
the primary election held on May 16, 1944, and the part the Hollywood Democratic 
Committee had played in it. At one point in the conversation Harburg stated that 
it seemed Helen Gahagan, wife of Melvyn Douglas, was trying to take all the credit 
in saying that she had run the dection and that it was his belief they needed some 
one to tell Hannegan (apparently referring to Robert B. Hannegan, then National 
Chairman of the Democratic Party) the truth about what had happened. Lawson stated 
that in his opinion it was "natural political stuff" and further ‘they will all 
brag about what they have done and Hannegan is a pretty smart man and I am inclined 
to think that he will know pretty much what the Hollywood Democratic Committee has 
done." Lawson further stated that as far as he was concerned it was all right to let 
Helen Gahagan say that she was the backbone of the Hollywood Democratic Party and 
it was nice to have contact with her. He stated that he did not think they should 
mke an issue of it because it would make a bad situation«|fcjc^(U) 

Eugene Lyons, in his book "The Red Decade" names Helen Gahagan, among 
others, as an individual Thom the Hollywood Citizen!s Committee for the Federal 
Theater could proudly list along with many more familiar fellow travelers. 
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Congressman Leland M« Ford of California in the House of Representatives 
on July 7, 191+2, attacked the organization known as the Union for Democratic Action, 
and during the course of his comments mentioned the names of Helen Gahagan Douglas 
and Melvyn Douglas, among others. Ford stated that Melvyn Douglas, Helen Gahagan 
Douglas, Kingdon, President of the Union for Democratic Action, Bridges, and 
hundreds of others deny that they are Communists and have very hurt expressions 
when they are accused. Ford went on to say that the singular thing about the 
whole matter is that it is always found this group stands up for the subversive 
interests and fights hard for them. It was stated further that they all are 
actually carrying the Party line fight, but still deny being Communists. He 
stated that they do everything the Communists do 5 they carry out all the instruc¬ 
tions and the program and yet deny that they are Communists. 


POLITICAL ACTIVITY PRIOR TO 192+1+ ELECTION 


Helen Gahagan Douglas was a candidate for a seat in Congress in the 
Democratic primary which was held in California on May 16, 19I+1+. She ran in the ll+th 
Congressional District and was the successful candidate. Considerable information 
with reference to her political maneuvers in connection with her campaign is 
available. 

The first data in-this regard were received on February 10, 191+I+, (over 
the technical surveillance on the home of John Howard Lawson, a member of the 
Northwest Section of the Communist Party. It was learned that Revels Cayton, 

Negro Vice President of the California State CIO, in a conversation with Lawson 
wanted the latter to get Walter Wanger to approach Helen Gahagan Douglas to run 
for Congress in the l£th California Congressional District. Lawson advised 
Cayton he would be unable to approach Wanger but that George Pepper, who is re¬ 
ported to be a Communist J^rty member, through the Hollywood Democratic Committee 
could make the appro ach^gSC} f (J) 


With regard to the Hollyw ood Democratic Committe e. 


has advised that[ 


£ 


Jof the Los Angeles Office, 


set-up of the Democrat! 

Party in Los Angeles. This is, according to the informant 

1 

1 

aavisea inrtner tha.tr 1— J 

California. This sourc 





CO 
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* 

Subsequent to-tha racainii <~>-r -t-.hg -i nfnrma-h.i nn nn gphrnarvir i n, I9ltk. love r the 

technical surveillance,_of the Los 

Angeles Office advised that he had learned that also on February 10, 19kk, at a 
meeting of the Executive Committee of the lj?th Congressional District Legislative 
Council, it was decided that Helen Gahagan Douglas, former screen actress, was the 
first choice of the Council to run against incum bent John Costello in the Democratic 
primary to be held in Mav. 19klu The informant.! ~1 


_| This informant a lso advised that in furtherance of this plan, the individuals 

named above, plus others, f~ " I 


With refere nce to her refusal to run against Costello, this informant sta ted 
he later learned thatl I 


._| 'i'he informant went on to 

Iremarked to him that they were going td! 


Accor ding to the informant, this whole attempt constituted an effort bv the 
Communist Partvl 

I to procure a strong candidate against the i ncumbent-John 
Costello who had drawn the ire of the Party because of his membership in the Dies 

Committee and other Communist-termed »reactionary raVH Mag. IThP sailC c& i_ 

thatl I 


Although Helen Gahagan Douglas apparently refused to "follow the dictates of 
the Communist Party, available information indicates she still sought the support of 
the Party, through a technical surveillance maintained on the Communist Party head¬ 
quarters in Los Angeles, it was learned from a conversation between Carl Winter, Ex ecu- 


fflAl 







[sec retary of the. Los Angeles County Communist Party, and Abraham Maymudes, Com¬ 
munist Party member and Secretary to the International Workers Order, that Helen 
Gahagan Douglas was making a bid for the support of that organization* During 
the conversation, Carl Winter remarked that Helen Gahagan Douglas was running to 
the Communist Party for their support* As a result a joint political action commit¬ 
tee of labor called her, together -with other Democratic candidates, namely, J* 
Bennett and Loren Miller, and told them that they would have to agree between 
themselves as to which one of them would be the one candidate whom they would all 
support, apparently meaning the Communist Party, the International Workers Order 
and the jpint political action committee* Carl Winter indicated further that he 
would wait until after labor had given its endorsement, at 'Which time he would 
then support the one who had received that endorsement (U) 


mentioned earlier.f 


This source stated further that 


I 


, _ The informant also 

stated that the Hollywood Democratic Committee, being a nommmiist-cqntrollad or¬ 


ganization, |and announced 

the decision publicly at a meeting. lOf, the organization held at the Hollywood 
Roosevelt Hotel on March 29, 19l|Ij v k^/ [/ 


As mentioned previously, Helen Gahagan Douglas was the successful can¬ 
didate in the lij.th Congressional District race* The Daily Worker for May 29, 

19lUi, in an article commenting on the outcome of the Democratic primary in Cali¬ 
fornia, described her as a "Win the War' 1 candidate* This same news account re¬ 
flected that Hal Styles, a radio commentator, had defeated John Costello in the 
l^th Congressional District race* The article went on to say that the CIO Po¬ 
litical Action Committee and the Hollywood Democratic Committee were deserving of 
considerable credit for the part they played in defeating Costello and the 
election of Helen Gahagan Douglas* 

The Daily Worker of February 23, 19M*, in an article entitled, "Califor¬ 
nia AFL, CIO Chiefs on Fourth Term Delegation! Will Back FDR at Democratic National 
Convention" recited that ranking Democratic leaders, CIO, AFL and Railroad Brother** 






Memorandum for the Director 


hood representatives. Congressmen and other state leaders were among the 56 men 
and women who at that time were candidates for election as the California ’’Fourth 
Term” delegation to the Democratic National Convention which would nominate the 
1944 Democratic Presidential candidate. The article listed labor leaders and 
Democratic leaders, including Attorney General Robert W. Kenny, Culbert L. Olson, 
and Helen Gahagan. This delegation, according to the article, was hailed by 
Attorney General Kenny as one representing complete harmony in the Democratic 
Party in California. 

Also of interest is an article appearing in the New York Daily News 
July 5, 1944, captioned ’’Rival Brains and Beauty to Talk Back at Clare.” This 
news account indicated that Mrs. Clare Booth Luce, Congresswoman from Connecticut, 
was to cover the country fulfilling speaking engagements in behalf of the 
Republican Eartyj further, that the Democrats were preparing to toss in their 
own brains and beauty to offset Clare Booth Luce* s activity. Helen Gahagan was 
named as one of the three Democratic women expected to oppose Mirs. Luce. John 
O’Donnell in his column "Capitol Stuff,” in the same issue of the News, stated that 
Helen Gahagan would be a.speaker at the Democratic National Convention. 

An article of similar vein appeared in the Washington Times Herald 
July 6, 1944, wherein it was stated that since Representative Luce had, made such 
a big hit with her speech at the Republican Convention, the New Deal was deep in 
plans to oounter Mrs. Luce with some beautiful and brainy lady New Dealers. 
According to the newspaper article, most prominently mentioned of the lady New 
Dealers was Mrs. Helen Gahagan Douglas. Others who were being considered in this 
regard were Margaret S. Connors of Fairfield, Connecticut, who it was stated 
hoped to replace Mrs. Luce in Congress, and Mrs. Dorothy Vredenburgh, of Alabama, 
the Democratic National Committee’s new Secretary. 






conrdEwtkQ 



lan informant of the Los Angeles Field Division. 

in June of 19Mu advised thatl 

\ 

_ 


|This informant stated thatl 

I 



i— [ 

m 




The los Angeles. Examiner on October 19, 19 bh, contained an article 
which stated in part that George B. Roberts, Regional Director of the Political 
Action Committee, testified before a Special Congressional Cojnmittee to the 
effect that this group had contributed $9$k for the campaign of Helen Gahagan 
Douglas. ■ 


On September 8, 19UU, the CIO Labor Herald was quoted as saying 
that 'Women’s work this year is political action," then saying that the CIO 
Auxiliary Women and Election Workers at the C a lifornia Auxiliary Convention 
in Los Angeles, -which was held concurrently with the State Council Convention, 
was to have Congressional candidate, Helen Gahagan Douglas, the Regional Director, 
appear at an Auxiliary Political. Action banquet, and later it is quoted that 
when Douglas made this appearance she commented to the Auxiliary Women that 
"election victories are won by the small jobs done by the individual electioneers." 

A report was received at the Bureau from an unknown source to the 
effect that on September 2k, 19Ui, Helen Gahagan Douglas attended and spoke at 
the Tome Avenue Forum, Los Angeles, California, which is controlled by James C. 
McLean, a member of the Communist Political Association, and that at this time 
she stated that she was condemning the Republican Fascists who were condemning 
their valued Russian allies. She also stated that these appeasers were trying 
to impress upon the people that we would have to fight our ally, Russia, eventually 
but that such was not the case. ’ 

As a result of a technical surveillance on the Progressive Book Shop 
in Los Angeles, California, it was ascertained on September 27, 19U1;, that Mrs. 

Carl Winters, wife of the President of the Los Angeles County Communist Political 
Association, expressed concern over failure of Helen Gahagan Douglas to effectively 
reach the Negro voters.r V"Y jj ) 

The Washington Post on September 28, 19kk, reported that charges were 
made on the preceding day before the House Committee on Un-American Activities 






that Helen.Gahagan Douglas was one of those involved in ‘‘Political Intrigue” 
designed to defeat Senator Pat McCarran, who had recently won the Democratic 
nomination from his state despite CIO-PAC opposition. Helen Gahagan Douglas 
was charged with having sent a telegram to Soiator Pepper on June 27, 19UU, 
in which she urged Pepper to prevail upon Vail Pittman to mm against McCarran 
in Nevada. The Dies Committee Chief Investigator, Robert E. Stripling, com¬ 
mented that it seemed strange that Miss Gahagan, herself a candidate on the 
Democratic ticket, would engage in this sort . of conspiracy to defeat a member 
of the Senate. He charged that the telegram in question was paid for by the 
CIO Political Action- Committee of Eos Angeles. 

The People’s World on October 25, 19Wi., carried an advertisement 
concerning a rally sponsored by the International Workers Order to be held 
on November 1, 19L-U, in Los Angeles. Helen Gahagan Douglas was scheduled 
to be one of the speakers. 


On June 6, 19UU, a technical surveillance placed on John Howard Lawson 
disclosed a discussion between Lawson and George Pepper, Executive Officers 
of the Hollywood Democratic Committee, which involved Mrs. Douglas. This con¬ 
versation revealed that Helen Gahagan Douglas was believed to be the principal 
.reason for disunity among the delegates from California to the Democratic National 
Convention. Both of these individuals felt that Mrs. Douglas was disappointed 
over the failure of Vice President Wallace to obtain renomination to the office 
of Vice President.J^i) (U) 



Mrs. Douglas appeared as a speaker before the International Workers 
Order of Los Angeles in a rally held on November 1, I 9 I 4 I 1 ., which advocated 
the reelection of President Roosevelt. Among the other speakers were Charlotte. 
Bass, Negro newspaper editor, Bela Lugosi, leader of Hungarian groups in the 
United States, and a reported Communist. 
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on November 7, 19UU, advised thai] 


a r aid informant of the Los Angeles Field Division. 


j urging voters to cast their ballots for Mrs. Douglas. Roose velt, and other 
individuals backed by the Communist Political Association loca lly, 





Helen Gahagan Douglas was supported in the election for Uni ted States 

Representative bv the Hollywood Democratic Hornm-i t.-f-.AP _ar^nWHno- -hn deformation 

supplied by Idescribedj 
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the Hollywood Democratic Committee as a Communist dominated organization and 
characterized Helen Gahagan Douglas.jp being connected -with it and a supporter 
of Communist front organizations .Caw U 


* 

In a conversation between Paul Teitelbaum, President of the iUith As¬ 
sembly District Club, CPA in Los Angeles, and Helen Winter, wife of Carl Winter, 
the opening of a headquarters for Helen Gahagan Douglas, candidate for the 
United States Congress, was discussed. Helen Winter told Paul Teitelbaum that 
they would' not open a headquarters for Helen Gahagan Douglas but that they would 
run a headquarters for her if requested* This information was obtained on 
September 28, I 9 I 4 I;, from a technical surveillance maintained on Carl Winter, 
Communist leader in the Los Angeles area *jy£>sq' (U) 


ACTIVITIES SUBSEQUENT TO ELECTION 

In a report received from Edward J* Allen, patrolman of the Erie, 
Pennsylvania, Police Department, Wilbur White, Chairman of the Communist Po¬ 
litical Association in Erie, was quoted as saying on November 21, I 9 I 1 I 1 , that 
Helen Gahagan Douglas was a member of the Communist Political Association* 
White also stated that he wanted to book her as a speaker for the local Demo¬ 
cratic dinner* 


As a result of a technical surveillance maintained on the American 
Youth for Democracy group in Los Angeles County, it was ascertained that in 
December of 19l4l, Helen Gahagan Douglas was to be requested to speak at an 
anniversary dinner which was to be given as a salute to Young America^fi^L 


Cecelia Saturn, a leading Communist in Philadelphia, told Reba Glass 
in a conversation during December, 1 9hh 9 that Helen Gahagan Douglas was “one 
of our people.” This information was obtained from a technical surveillance 
maintained on Reba Glass(yj 

The 19h% January issue of Watch Ashore, official publication of the 
Women’s Auxiliary of the National Maritime Union, contained a letter from 
Helen Gahagan Douglas to Raye Rubin, a member of the Communist Political As¬ 
sociation in California, in which Douglas comments favorably on the effective¬ 
ness of the work of the Auxiliary. 


A report on the Executive Committee meeting held on February 6, 19i*6, 
for the Illinois and Indiana Communist Political Association points out that 
the Communist strong point in Congress is that they have a highly vocal bloc 
in that group elected by the aid of the Political Action Committee who support 





the administration measures. This report carries Helen Gahagan Douglas as 
one of the parties making up the vocal bloc* The report reflects this stater 
ment iras made by Phil Bart, "who is a member of this committee, 

Helen Gahagan Douglas conferred "with Louis Dolivet, who was prominent 

in Wftvnlvm-MnTrtgf, grvtvma n n 'ESvnono a monihav of t.hc flnnmni^ et. 'Pa'p4y -jri 


At this con- 
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Switzerland, and | 

ference on February 1R, l$b5> she discussed her statement before the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee pertaining to the Crimean Conference* This information 
was obtained from a technical surveillance maintained on Louis Dolivetj^GeT ((j) 


Informant 


_| of the Washington Field Office advised 

that Hazel Elaine Galpin, who attended the State Committee meeting of the b7D 
Communist Political Association in Balt imore i n the saring of stated _ 




[a t echnical surveillance installed in the Conmvmist Party headquarters 
in New York Cityfrevealed that Andrei Gromyko, Philip Murray', and Helen Gahagan 
Douglas were scheduled to speak at a CIO rally to be held in Madison Square 
Garden on March 12, 19h%» The purpose of this rally was to discuss the results 
of the World Labor Conference «(^) (U) 


an informant 
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California, advised “that Carl Winter, former head of the Los Angeles County 
CPA 5 on March 23* 1told of a visit he made to Helen Gahagan Douglas * 
office in Washington, D* C#, in which he indicated this visit appeared to be 
more like a Communist Political Association meeting because of the literature 
he observed in the Congresswoman’s office 

/a_ te chnical surveillance placed upon the Los Angeles headquarters 
fJSt °^^t Parly revealed on May 10, lS>i£, that Ned Sparks, Los Angeles 

people S hS Sst^+ deS i red G °J gr ® SSWOman D ° Uglas to visit some of the leading 
people m her district. He particularly suggested “the lady on the newsoaner « 

was believed b y the bos Angeles Field Division to relate tSflfrs^T (U 
Charlotte Bass, Negress editor of the California Eagle, Mrs. Bass is ^ 

Communist Party follower and supported Mrs. Douglas in her campaign foJeleStion 
to the House of Representatives?^) (y) ^ * election 


* . ■ _J paxd informant of the San Prancisco Pi pi r? tvs 

advised onSpHnSTTphST that he had attended/a dinner in Lior^f ’ 


Divxsxon, u y 
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Reeves Bloor, also known as Mother Bloor, a national functionary of the Communist 
Political Association in Oakland, California* Mother Bloor in her speech at 
the dinner described the advances made by the Communist Political Association 
in Congress* She attributed these advances to Helen Gahagan Douglas and Adam 
Clayton Powell* She pointed out that Ben Davis (Hew York City Negro Communist 
Councilman?) was being groomed to supplement the work of Helen Gahagan Douglas 
and Powell* 

It was noted by the Los Angeles Field Division in July of that 

Mart D* Leff, partner of Boris Michael Morros, gave as his address 711*1 Senalda 
Road, Los Angeles* This is the home address of Helen Gahagan Douglas* 


On September 28, 1 9k$, a technical surveillance on Max Yergan, head of 
the National Negro Congress Council, on African Affairs and other Communist front 
organizations in New York, revealed that Louis Coleman, secretary for the Inter¬ 
national Labor Defense, had stated that Representative Douglas knew jrhat the 
score was with reference to the FEPC^JlI y) 

COMMUNIST FRONT AND LIBERAL GROUP CONTACTS SUBSEQUENT TO ELECTION 


The Washington Times Herald for November 16, 19l*l*, printed an article 
which carried the name of Helen Gahagan Douglas as an individual Those election 
was sponsored by the Political Action Committee* This article was i^ad into 
the Congressional Record for November 28, 19bU« 

The New York Field Office report on the Communist Political Association 
used at their weekly conference with ONI and 0*2 reflected that the Communists 
have placed great emphasis that William Gropper, Daily Worker cartoonist, 
was honored by the artists and people’s leaders of many parts of the world 
by a dinner given by the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee at the Hotel 
Commodore on December 5, 19l*lu At this meeting letters of greeting^ were read 
from Helen Gahagan Douglas and others* 

An original letter contained in the files of this Bureau reflects 
that Helen Gahagan Douglas is on the Advisory Council of the National Associ¬ 
ates, which group on January 2, 19i*5> called for an immediate break with Franco* 


According to information received from|_ 

an informant of the New York Field Division, Mrs* Helen Gahagan Douglas, together 
with Senator Lucas and Mayor Kelly of Chicago, was a sponsor far the Convention of 
the Hungarian-American Council for Democracy* This convention was held on January 
6, 191*5, at the Hotel Hamilton, Chicago, Illinois* Among the speakers at theTfey 
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afternoon Session of this convention were James Lustig, Dr* John Gyetvay# and 
Louis ¥einstock, all of whom are key figures in the New York Field Division# 
According to informants of the New York Field Division the Hungarian-American 
Council for Democracy is the alleged agent in the United States for Count 
Michael Karolyi now in London# Count Karolyi accepted the Presidency of this 
organization when offered to him by alleged Communist members* One of his 
platform points advocated the establishment of resistance g roups abroad to 
fight with Tito*a Army. Tha informants mentioned above aref 

X Jg^(u) 
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__informant of the Washington Field 

kvised that Helen Gahagan D ouglas was frequently contacted by thq b7D 
.dges Victory Committee Party 

\U) 


Assistant Director S* J* Tracy by memorandum dated January 15, 19U5> 
to Mr* C« A* Tolson advised that he heard on a broadcast a few days prior to 
this time over NMAL at 11:30 a#m*# Ruth Crane# a daily commentator concerning 
food# rationing# etc*# interviewing Helen Gahagan Douglas* He pointed out 
that Douglas urged women of America to join the Women's Action Committee# 

This group was formed by Mrs# Carrie Chapman Catt# who has been a life time 
fighter for such causes as women suffrage* The files of this Bureau fail to 
reflect any Communist affiliation in regard to the Women's Action Committee# 
Douglas also pointed out in her talk that the voting power was in the hands 
of the women and that they should work together nationally for Idle purpose of 
writing or wiring the Congressmen and Senators on specific legislation# She 
pointed out that in order to save time the issues of interest either national 
or international were clearly synopsized and could be had by housewives by 
communicating with Ruth Crane# c/o Station MAL# She stated that this pamphlet 
could be used by the housewives to communicate with Congressmen or Senators 
along the lines recommended by the pamphlet# 


informant for the New York Field Office, 
submitted a report which contained a list of the sponsors for the American 
Committee for Yugoslavian Relief dated January 25# I9ii5» on which the name b 7 D 
of Helen Gahagan Douglas appeared# This report reflected that the offices 
for this group were in the American-Russian Institute in New York City# As 
you no doubt wil2Trecall# this group is reported to be Comnunistically 
infiltrated*^ ' 



During February of 19ii5« 


asKea to oe tne princxpax speatcer at t: 
at the Philadelphia School^Q^ 


delphia Confidential InformantJ 
rclvised that Helen Gahagan Douglai 
first anniversary dinner 


s was 


■(U) 
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of Social Science, which group was formed as an outgrowth of the Communist 
Workers School in Philadelphia* Available reliable information reflects that 
this group is Communist onntr oiled. /Tha 4 
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-n formant^r 



... .Charlotte Dieterle and Salka Viertel, both of -whom are associated 
■with the Free German Activities in the Los Angeles area, Russian War Relief, 
and the National Citizens'Political Action Gommittee, on March 3, 19k$, discussed 
Inviting Helen Gahagan Douglas to be a speaker at an unidentified meeting* 

This information was supplied by means of a technical surveillance maintained 
on Berthold ^iertel.QS 'Sf [A 

i 

Tk® £° s Angeles Guildsmen, official publication of the Los Angeles 
Newspaper Guild,- reported in the April 2, 19k$, issue that a meeting of the 
Representative Assembly of Los Angeles Newspaper Guild took place on March 

flnmvtiL m ® Ved » seco " d ! d » 8X1(1 carried to file a communication received 

from Helen Gahagan Douglas relative to her concurrence in the a skin g for a 
dismissal of the deportation charge against Harry Bridges* 

I ‘ I 

previously identified as an informant, on Anrii 

__I rrr _ 


_ » I__ ,1 xucuuj 

-> 1945, stated that H elen Gahagan Douglas wasf 


Democratic Cntmrv? f.teA to 
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Political Surveillance on District No. 2 of the Communist 

Political Association^?^ was ascertained that Helen Gahagan Douglas was to 
be one of the speakers to appear on April 2k iq lib a + +v 0 « . >T n i\ 

« srra-2: ss&s 

Viio Marcantonio and possibly an unidentified Republican from Congress 

EepresentaSvefafSe^^kS £° ttvltles of «*> H °^ 

S&sv ?“ front sgsggzr 

oo — nnion - 





The publication. Variety, dated May 18, 19i£, at Los Angeles, California, 
listed Helen Gahagan Douglas as a sponsor for the American Committee for 
Yugoslavian Relief. This group sponsored a dinner in honor of Stenoje Simic, 
Yugoslavian Ambassador to the United-States, and Lieutenant Colonel Vladimir 
Dedier, member of the Yugoslavian Federal Parliament, at which known C ommunis t 
Political Association members spoke, and Communist Political Association members 
were listed as sponsors# 




i 


[informant of the Los Ange les Field Division 

furnished a letter- 


-tr--3- * ,, ■- 1 1 1 iuxiu.oucu a jlc* oocr- 

head of the American Committee for Yugoslavian Relief which contained the caption 
at the top entitled, ’’Scroll Campaign for Medical Aid, Marcia Davenport, Chairman.” 
On the margin Helen Gahagan Douglas* name appeared as a sponsor for this 
organization. This.letterhead was made available to the Bureau by this informant 
on July 2$, l?ii5£&£U 
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A technical surveillance maintained on Ruth B« Wilson reported 
a conversation between Nelson Miller and Jacob Epstein, a subject of the 
Alto case. Epstein'and Miller discussed a meeting scheduled for the week 
of June 1, 191(5, at which Helen Gahagan Douglas was to be a speaker* This 
meeting was not further identified, but it was revealed that it was to be 
held at the Museum of Modern Art, New York City,v££y (/( 


As a result of the technical surveillance maintained on the Mari¬ 
time Committee in Washington, D. C*, it was ascertained that Harriet Bouslog, 
Legislative representative of the CIO Maritime Committee, arranged a victory 
celebration at the Lee Sheraton Hotel, Washington, D. C., on June 19, 191(5* 
Congresswoman Helen Gahagan Douglas was sent an invitation to attend this 
celebration, far)") i A v 

^ r -M(U) 

On July 1, 191(5, ja t echnical installation on John Howard Lawson/re¬ 
vealed that Communists in the motion picture industry were fearful of the 
possibility of the old Dies Committee holding hearings in Los Angeles on in¬ 
filtration of Communists in that industry, fpians were made to have George 
Pepper, Secretary of the Hollywood Independent Citizens Committee of Arts, 

Sciences and Professions, contact Helen Gahagan Douglas, among others, and 
state that any Dies Committee investigation would be an attempt to smear 
the industry and the Democratic Partyj^Q (U) 

In July of 191(5 a technical surveillance on the CIO National Maritime 
Union of Washington revealed that Geraldine Shandros, head of the Anti-Discrimi¬ 
nation Committee for the CIO, was considered as the most appropriate person to 
apply pressure on Congressmen in the FEPC fight* Helen Gahagan Douglas, to- 
gether with John M. Coffee and others, was considered amenable to suggest!on.Q2y U 


According to press reports announced on April 2i(, 191(5, Helen Gahagan 
Douglas was carried as a representative on the official stationery of the 
Friends of the Spanish Republic* The press reports announced that the purpose 
of this organization was to insure that no recognition should be accorded the 
Franco Government at the United Nations Conference in San Francisco* Repre¬ 
sentative Douglas, together with John M. Coffee, and William L* Shirer, was 
among the sponsors of a rally held by the Friends of the Spanish Republic at 
Madison Square Garden in January of 191(5* 


Eve Budd, of Arlington, Virginia, in a conversation on November 6, 

191(5, with Edwin S. Smith, Executive Director of the National Council of 
American Soviet Friendship, advised she was making efforts to have the Dean 
of Canterbury appear before the Foreign Affairs Committee of both Houses of 
Congress and that she was assisted in this project by Helen Gahagan Douglas* 
This information was reported through a technical surveillance on the National 
Council of American Soviet Friendship, Inc»jS$0 (y) 






CON 


On November 9, 1945] previously identified, 

advised that Helen Gahagan Douglas, among other representatives from 
Southern California, -was working in cooperation -with the Hollywood Independent 
Citizens Committee of Arts, Sciences and Professions. According to this informant, 
this organization is a Communist front group through which the Communist Party 
exerts pressure on subjects of local' and international importanceU/ 

Again, on November 30, 1945, Informant_advised 

that the Hollywood Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences and 
Professions had brought pressure on Congresswoman Helen Gahagan Douglas ‘and 
others to sponsor the strikers during the motion picture industry strike and 
thereby aid the program of the Communist Party. This source stated that pressure 
on Congresswoman Douglas was not difficult to apply and was, in fact, only a 
gesture since she had long been identified with having been a supporter of 
Communist causes in California &S&T7J 


The Sunday Worker for December 2, 1945, carried a Resolution to get 
America Out of China introduced by Congressman Hugh deLacy. Among the names of 
the Representatives supporting this Resolution was that of Helen Gahagan 
Douglas. 

In pesKBSsssef 1945 a conference was held between Zlatko Balokovic, 
President of the United Committee of South Slovic Americans, and Carol Figan, 
Executive Secretary of the American Slav Congress concerning a speaker for the 
November Conference from Washington, D. C. At this time Helen Gahagan Douglas 
was spoken of favorably by Balokovic who stated she had been putting all kinds 
of things for the Slav Congress in the Congressional Record and that she was 
their friend. It was later decided, however, by Balokovic that it would be 
better to keep Helen Gahagaii Douglas for something “very big" rather than use 
her as a speaker at this conference. This information was obtained through a 
technical surveillance maintained on the American Slav Congress in New York 

CONTACTS TOTH NEGRO GROUPS 


Helen Gahagan Douglas spoke at the World Youth Week Rally held in 
Carnegie Hall on March 21, 1945. This meeting was sponsored by the American 
Youth for a Free World with Foreign Racial organizations and the Southern 
Negro Youth Congress. At this meeting she urged youth to participate in political 
action* , 

On April 7, 1945, the Washington Afro-American announced the opening of 
a campaign by the National Council of Negro- women to raise $55,000 to expand its 







program. This campaign was to be headed by Mrs, Daisey Lampkin of Pittsburgh 
and Helen Gahagan Douglas, 
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From a technical surveillance maintained on Max Yergan of New York 
City it was ascertained on April 9, 1945, that Audley Morse, who is a Negro 
Communist and an active key figure, organized a Committee for Ethiopia with 
Dr, W. J, Schieffelin, Vice Chairman of the Council on American Affairs, They 
decided that the Chairman was to be Charming Tobias of New York City and. a~ 
committee should be composed which would include Helen Gahagan Douglas 


Helen Gahagan Douglas accompanied Mrs, Eleanor Roosevelt and 

Congressman John M, Coffee at the Anniversary celebration of the Labor Canteen 

sponsored by the Tnrinst.ri a2 TTnion nnunr.il nf Washington, OThis information was ^ 

r ' 


supplied by 


i“ormant^ on February 19, 1 945«P«3 

L(U) - - *** 


From the Director of Intelligence, Weekly Intelligence report dated 
June 2, 1945, it was ascertained that Helen Gahagan Douglas spoke at a mass 
meeting on June 1, 1945, at the Ashbury Methodist Church, 11th and K Streets, 

N, Washington, D, C,, which was to mark the official opening of the $55,000 
campaign on the National Council of Negro Women, This meeting was also spon- - 
sored by the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, 


In the Congress View, official publication of the National Negro 
Congress for June, 1945, Helen Gahagan Douglas launched an appeal with 
Congressman Adam Clayton Powell, Jr., with others, which was to be sent to 
President Truman and Secretary of War Stimson, urging that the Administration 
extend further the policy of integrating Negro troops in combat units so as to 
guarantee the right for all men to serve their .country unhampered by re¬ 
striction of race, color or creed. 


In the Weekly Intelligence Summary of the Ninth Service Command for 
September 8, 1945, a report is set out in which the Negro press quotes Helen 
Gahagan Douglas as stating there is no Negro problem but only a White problem 
which must be solved by the Whites and as recommending that Negroes should 
think and figure for the welfare of all peoples rather than for themselves 
alone. 


The Weekly Intelligence Summary covering the District of Columbia 
on November 2, 1945, stated that Helen Gahagan Douglas was one of the speak¬ 
ers at a regular weekly meeting of the National Council of Negro 'Women, 
Congresswoman Douglas discussed pending legislation by which the Negro Press 
would benefit and added that Negroes would suffer if mass unemployment fol¬ 
lowed reconversion. 
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T1AL 


ATTITUDE OF HARRY BRIDGES AND JOHN "WILLIAMSON 
TOWARD HELEN GAHAGAN DOUGLAS _ 

Hairy Bridges, head of the West Coast Longshoremen's Union, on 
November 6, 1945, engaged in a telephonic conversation ivith Edwin S. Smith, 
Executive Director of the National Council of American Soviet Friendship, Inc. 
Bridges opened the discussion by stating he was looking for some information 
concerning the appearance of Helen Gahagan Douglas as a speaker at the Anniver¬ 
sary of the National Council to be held in New York on November ISth^yJ (U) 

Bridges advised that Douglas "was not so hot" and that she is watching 
her step because it was within his power to determine whether she remained in 
office. Bridges stated that he felt Congresswoman Douglas to be unscrupulous 
and cited an incident during the Rankin investigation of the Hollywood motion 
picture industry strike. On this occasion, he went to her and told her to take 
the lead against the Rankin Committee. ' Bridges stated that he knew Douglas 
would not assume the lead against Rankin because she formerly permitted the old 
Dies Committee to use her home as a meeting place and he felt that she had 
always been more or less a spy for the Dies Committee. Bridges felt that v - 
Douglas was biding her time and was tied up closely with Mrs. RooseveltP^jQU) 

According to Bridges, Mrs. Douglas was going all the way down the line 
in Washington because he had spread the word that if she did not cooperate she 
would be defeated for re-election in 1946. Bridges characterized Douglas as 
a deliberate ideological Red-baiter and so unscrupulous that he would not trust 
her. Bridges also felt that Douglas was working to obtain political control 
in California and, if possible, in Hollywood, and was also associated behind the 
scenes with Dubinsky. This reference to Dubinsky was not elsaseified beyond the 
statement above^^SJ^U) 

With reference to representative Douglas' record in the House of 
Representatives, Bridges felt Douglas was doing all within her cower on the 
issues she had taken up but that she could not be trusted. fiwr(u) 


In response to this information, [smi th advised Bridges that Mrs, 
Douglas had been chosen as a speaker because of her activity in the past on 
behalf of Russian War Relief and because he did not know there was any suspicion 
concerning her activities. He further stated that he had written the speech 
which Mrs. Douglas was to give and at the request of Bridges, would try to 
insert criticism of the Rankin Committee as an enemy of Soviet American 
Friendship. This information was supplied to the Bureau by means of a 
technical surveillance on the National Council of American Soviet Friendship, . 

n “'®Q( U ) -M__ 
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Through the assistance of Harry Beckett, Manager of the Clark 
Hotel, Los Angeles, Agents were able to cover a room occupied by John 
Williamson of the Communist Party, at which time he discussed Helen 
Gahagan Douglas 1 successful campaign to Congress from the Uith Congression¬ 
al District# Williamson, who is a member of the National Board, National 
Committee, and the Four-Man Secretariat of the Communist Party, stated that 
he did not even want to discuss Helen Gahagan Douglas’ successful campaign 
because he heard she has friends among the Trotskyites. Williamson 
specifically stated he did not like the fact that Philip M. Connelly, who 
is the Secretary to the Los Angeles Industrial Union Council, CIO, had 
mentioned her because of these Trotskyite affiliations# 


ACTIVITIES RELATING TO THE ATOMIC BOMB 


On October 30, 19l£, Thomas Coirnor, Communist from the State of 
Wisconsin, said that Helen Gahagan Douglas had done good work in Congress 
relative to the releasing of the atomic bomb to the United Nations# Connor 
made this statement to Josephine Nordstand, Executive Secretary of the 
Wisconsin State Conference on Social Legislation# This information was 
obtained as a result of a technical surveillance maintained on the Wisconsin 
Social Legislation groupoC^-^f lA 1 


[informant of the New York Field 


b7D 


Division, attended the Sunday Evening session of the National Council of 
American Soviet Friendship Convention of November 18, 19 U5» She reported 
that Helen Gahagan Douglas was well received by a large audience and that 
she discussed the sharing of the atomic bomb secret with Russia# Helen 
Gahagan Douglas spoke in favor of giving the bomb to Russia# She also com¬ 
plained of reactionary forces which were attempting to break up Soviet 
American friendship but she did not identify these forces #££ ty 

[I technical surveillance on Charles Recht, who is the attorney 
for the Soviet interests in the United States and a close cgn tg gfe of Soviet 
diplomatic officials, expressed jubilance when he heard thatj Helren Gahagan 
Douglas was to speak at the National Conference on Atomic Energy on the sub¬ 
ject ,r Who Should Control the Atomic Bomb#” This conference was to be held 
on November 27, 19lj.J?#Q&s) (U) 


(U) 


On December 10, 19b%, Mr. Burton, Chief Investigator for the House 
Military Affairs Committee, told Mr# Mumford, of this Bureau, that Helen 
Gahagan Douglas had presented a petition signed by 132 scientists who wanted 
internationalization of the atomic bomb# He advised that because of "her 
background" he had the names of these 
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scientists checked through the Dies reports and found that twenty of them 
appearing on the list have Communist affiliations. 


Helen Gahagan Douglas was scheduled to appear as a speaker at a 
meeting to be held on December 12, 191*5, at the Hollywood motion picture 
stadium* This meeting was sponsored by the Hollywood Independent Citizens 
Committee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions and had as its purpose a 
plan to apply pressure to the United States to share the atomic b omb with 
Russia. This information was received on December 12, 19U5, from| 


"j previously identified, who also advised that the above 
organization nad affiliated itself with Communist efforts on other occasions 
when it joined forces with such organizations as Mobilization for Democracy, 
American Youth for Democracy, and the lik l/[ 
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Memorandum for the Director 


MIS CELLANEOUS 

- 

Our San Diego Office advised on December 21, 1940, that information had 
been received from Major General R. H.'ITanSeman. that John C. Packard, who at one 
time was a member of the Socialist Party and was closely associated with the 
American Civil Liberties Union, was being considered for the appointment as United 
States Attorney for the Southern District of California, Los Angeles, California, 

In this connection, it was stated that Helm Gahagan (Mrs, Melvyn Douglas) was in 
Washington, D. C., and that one of the purposes of her visit was in behalf of John 
C, Packard, 

According to an unidentified newspaper article, datelined Hew York on 
April 19, 1941, an organization known as ’’Fight For Freedom Committee" had been 
organized. The article stated that the organization claimed a key membership of 
more than 200 men and women headed by Episcopal Bishop Henry W. Hobson of 
Cincinnati and Senator Carter Glass of Virginia, The article quoted the belief of 
the key committee as follows: "That the time has come for the vigorous use of our 
full resources. We must win the battle of production. We must use our shipping, our 
Navy, and our air force to help safeguard the transportation of vital supplies across 
the ocean. We must throw our full v/eight now into the fight for freedom, knowing 
that if this means war, it also means the surest and swiftest road to peace,” 

Among many sponsors of the group set out in the newspaper article were: 

Joseph P. Lash, General Secretary of the International Students* Service; Colonel 
William J. Donovan, New York Attorney; J. Franklin Carter, journalist; Dr. L. H. 
Birkhead, Kansas City, head of the Friends of Democracy, and Marshall Field, 

New York publisher. 

The New York Post for April 28, 1941, carried a complete list of sponsors for 
this organization, among whom was Helen Gahagan of Hollywood. Other .information in 
the files indicates that the stated purpose of this organization was to have the 
United States enter the war, and it was said the Committee dissolved approximately one 
week after entry of the United States into the war. 

The publication, San Francisco Call Bulletin, dated August 16, 1941, carried 
an article calling attention to the fact that Mr. Charles R. Page, Regional Civilian 
Defense Director for that district, had opened quarters at 223 Sansome Street, San 
Francisco. It was stated that a meeting was held on August 15, 1941, for organization 
of the voluntary participation committee for that area and in attendance were Miss 
Helen Gahagan of Los Angeles, Dr. Aurelia, Henry Reinhardt, President of Mills College; 
Raymond W. Gill, President of Oregon State Grange, and Mrs. John Boettinger, daughter 
of President Roosevelt and wife of the publisher of the Seattle Post Intelligencer. 
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According to a piece of literature obtained by|_ [an informant of 

the Chicago Office, in January, 19i;3, Helen Gahagan Douglas, among^others, was b/D 
scheduled to speak at a meeting to be held on lincoln*s birthday in Chics.go in honor 
of George ¥• Norris, former Senator from Nebraska. This piece of literature indi¬ 
cated that the organization styled "Union for Democratic Action" was the sponsor of 
this undertaking. It was stated by informants of the Chicago Office that this par¬ 
ticular meeting was advertised by the Communist Party. The organization "Union for 
Democratic Action", according to information in our files, was one particularly in¬ 
terested in seeing that the national legislative branch passed legislation which 
would aid in the war effort. The organization has violently attacked a number of 
anti-Administration Congressmen and citizens and was said to be composed of indi¬ 
viduals described as " liber als,'(_£^j^ 

Helen Gahagan Douglas in an MID report dated February 9> 19Ui, was listed 
as. a sponsor and member of the Executive Board of the organization known as Southern 
California Committee for Federal Union. The organization at that time was stated to 
be inactive. The Southern California Committee for Federal Union was affiliated, 
with the national group known as Federal Union, Inc., an organization whose purpose 
was to band together world democracies to maintain peace. Federal Union, Inc. is 
better known as Union Now, and the principles of this organization are based on a 
book by Clarence K. Streit, President, which visualizes a world government. There 
is no specific indication that this group is Communist influenced. 

furnished 

a report issued by the National Council for a permanent FEFC dated-February 20, b7D 
1 9k%f and on this report Helen Gahagan Douglas was listed as a sponsor in the House 
of Representatives. 

The Daily Worker for March 8, 19k5 t carried an article that Mrs. Helen 
Gahagan Douglas would appear as a speaker at the CIO World Unity Rally to be held 
during the following week at Madison Square Garden, New York* 

R. Hart Phillips, a special correspondent for the New York Times, carried 
Helen Gahagan Douglas in a report written by him on April 1, 19U5>> in the New York 
Times, as an opportunist who uses the Communists and who is used by them in Congress. 

On July llj, 19h%> the Daily Tfiforker carried an article reflecting that 
Representative John S. Wood, Chairman of the House Committee on Un-American Activi¬ 
ties, told a group of Representatives led by. Helen Gahagan Douglas that he would 
not conduct a witch hunt and he would not countenance Radon-,tactics. 

The Daily Worker on December 29, 19^5, page 11, stated that Helen Gahagan 
Douglas was backing the bill introduced in Congress by Representative Celler of 
New York to prohibit the Alien Property Custodian from releasing any of the 1,15>0 
German and Australian pictures released here during the war. The article quotes 
her as saying it was far more dangerous to show these films today than during the 
war. She stated also, "When Pearl Harbor came Nazi groups in this country shut up 
but now they are beginning their program again." 

The Office of Strategic Services, Foreign, Nationalities Branch* re¬ 
ported in their new notes, dated July 17, 19h5> that a representative of the 

American Zionist Emergency Council told a men^e ^ of^th^ ^^l^^of Strategic 
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Services that a letter carrying the signatures of 266 House members and 
$k Senators circulated by the pro-Zionist American Christian Palestine 
Committee in agreement with the Emergency Council was submitted to Presi¬ 
dent Truman before he went to Europe* This letter appealed to President 
Truman to act now in an effort to open Palestine to unrestricted Jewish 
i mmig ration* It was not given publicity by the President* 

The sponsors were Robert F* Wagner of New York - Senator; Robert 
A* Taft of (Mo - Senator; and Helen Gahagan Douglas - Representative* 

Helen Gahagan Douglas was also mentioned as National Secretary of the 
American Christian Palestine Committee* 

Hr* James McHherney of the Criminal Division, advised Special Agent 
J* P* Coyne on October 17, 191*5* that recently several prominent people from 
the "Hill", including Congresswoman Helen Gahagan Douglas, had called upon 
the Attorney General for the apparent purpose of exerting pressure upon him 
in order that the case against Alice Folb Grans might be dismissed* 

As will be recalled, the facts in the Alice Folb Orans case were 
presented to a Federal Grand Jury at Los Angeles and an indictment was re¬ 
turned on June 20, 19i*5> charging her with falsely claiming citizenship and 
the indictment against Alice Orans was dismissed on October 8, 191*5* upon 
motion of the United States Attorney at Los Angeles, California* Alice 
Orans is a member of the Communist Party and an active functionary of the 
Political Action Conmittee in California* 

The Weekly Intelligence Summary of the First Service Command for the 
week of November 23, 19li5* reported a talk by Helen Gahagan Douglas in Boston 
in which she attacked people who preach fear of Russia, saying that they do 
not have confidence in Democratic processes and dread the thought of economic 
competition from Russia; also, that fear can only be overcome by proving 
that our Government is right and by making it work in terms of jobs for all* 

Congresswoman Douglas was scheduled to be one of the speakers in a 
series of lectures sponsored by Idle Detroit Federation of Teachers, Local 231, 
A* F* of L* This series of Lectures waa to begin on October 26, 19i;6, and was 
to be held at the main auditorium of the Detroit Institute of Arts* The series 
of lectures was to be entitled “Interpretation, Please* “ It was not stated 
what particular topic Congresswoman Douglas would handle* 
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^ t 5 1 ® i f fcri ° t league for "the Preservation 
of. the American Way of Life ■ - 
' HELEN GAHAGAN DOUGLAS < ' • ••• y 

Violation Section 62, Title 18, U.S. Code 

t — t j *’j i 'i w <?* «*•«. ■ . 


iS&riSSiSS?r^“ 31 * 

iwi " 6 Apartment. is in receipt of the following 

SjSjJJ^JJy tsl9 S ra * da ted October 30, 191,6, frcmOnited" 

States Attorney Jamea 11. Carter, Xos Angeles, PaliSSSs, 

4 . T,..,, , 'Political leaflet charging Helen Gahapan 

Sf 1SS Co ”^ QSS,rojaa ^ fr01D Fourteenth District 8 ' , 

• stfwnr* t TXp t0 Moscow presented this office. 

' m * rue# • 'leaflet contains name of • - 

association responsible but not names of officers , 

■ ; ; ;; 510,..approved DeoeLril, ' 

■ r S a f i^attgatUm it" V 

. .. ^bingtonomce. Desire' clearance. bhd authority 2? "& •• 

to. proceed with prosecution of offender if located.• ; . "V , % 

. "Attorney be as tHe United S^es^^ ' 

desired in^estigatiS^n^shnS’a Caudl0 ’ 8 request,:you should condu^ tg^'^ 
StatesAttorneymy?roS t imein +IJf° m f U °J ±nv f B ^tion as the &Lt<§ Z? 
of any requests SSed Sr inv^M J- qUe f * ®* ***«* should be adyiabd '. r 
which appear to have nar**H mi * * United States, Atto^he^ 
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UNITED STAPES GOVE/RiS®^!/! 


TO ; 
FROM : 
SUBJECT: 

T LC- 


I Mr. Glavin .. „ 


The Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation date: 
Theron L. Caudle, Assistant Attorney General .. 


Unknown Subjects 0 

Political Leaflet Helen Gahagan Douglas, 
Victim, Possible Violation Section 62, 
Title IS, U.S.C. 



TTLC: FGFs4G.fr. Tracy 


72-12-11 

n>«»—rx, u___ 


The Department is in receipt of the follov;ing self- 
explanatory telegram dated October 30, 1946, from United 
States Attorney James M. Carter, Los Angeles, California s 


l Mr. Carsoa .. 

f Mr. E^an............. 

j Mr. Gurnea ____ 

Mr. Haro a. 

Mr. Hendon... 

Mr. Pennington. 

j 1 Mr. Quinn Tamm.... 

f Mr. Neaee. 

[ Mine Gandy..,,.. 


"Political leaflet charging Helen Gahagan 
Douglas Congresswoman from Fourteenth District 
made secret trip to Moscow presented this office. 
Statement untrue. Leaflet contains name of 
association responsible but not names of officers 
as required by Public Law 544 approved December 23, 
1944^58 statutes 914. 


"Have referred Nx matter to F B I for 
immediate investigation. They will clear with 
Washington office. Desire clearance and authority 
to proceed with prosecution of offender if located." 


It is requested that such investigation as the United States 
Attorney may direct be conducted. Reports should be submitted 


to the Department as well as to the United States Attorney. 
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DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DER 
, FBI AUTOmTIC DECLASSIFICATION 
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In accordance with your request, there is being set forth below 
a supe rs- of information appearing in the files concerning Congresswoman 
Hel en Gahag an\ 4fouglas. This memorandum incorporates and supplements the 


summary pre pa re d^ F 


\ 

S, BACKGROUND 

x \ 



^Ifdl CLAS^T & EXTl 
REASON-FCIM II 
DATE OF. REVi: 
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The biographical section of the February, 1 9kS is sue (of the Congressional 
i Directory states that Helen Gahagan Douglas was bora at Boonton, New Jersey, 
November 25, 1900, the daughter of Walter Hamer Gahagan (deceased) and Lillian Rd se 
(Kussen) Gahagan, and great great granddaughter of William Gahagan, who, with 18 
3 S r|li° thers » founded Dayton, Ohio in 1796. Who » s who in Am'erica for 19kk-19k$, as well 
"S 23 V/fc^as earlier editions, carries her birth date as 1905. This latter source, vhich 
^lists her as an actress, indicates she received her'preparatory/"bduq'at±bn at 


s: 
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{Berkeley Institute in Brooklyn and at Miss Capin's School, Northampton, Massachu- 
- ^ ''.setts. She was a student at Barnard College, Columbia, from 1920 to 1922. 

A gOO" • J 
M i’ 

e*^;' The Congressional Directory states that Helen Gahagan Douglas was 

^ §j 'Democratic National Committeewoman for .California from I 9 J 4 .O to 19l|iu Vice-Chairman 
2 h 0 Democratic State .Central Committee, and Chairman of the Women• s Division 

*3 2jfrom. 1914-0 to 19hh} served on National Advisory Committee, WPA, and State Committee,^ 
$ S^S^NIAj^member of’ Board of Governors of California House and planning Association,* b7c 
S5 31 Presidential Appointee, Voluntary Participation Committee, OCD; married; husband. 

0 n Major Melvyn Douglas j | 

- | l eiected to the 79th Congress on November 7. 

I9h4i in the 14 th District, Los Angeles County. 

|| j$ - Who's Who for 19bk-19h$ indicates that Mrs. Douglas, in addition to 

mo* appealing in 'several stage productions, sang leading operatic roles’ with European * 
companies and at Salzburg, Austria, festivals in 1928 and 1930. She appeared"in 
3 *g I* motion pictures in 1935 and 1936 . In 1937, she made a concert tour in the 
s* <3 g United States, and made a European concert tour and sang at the Sal z burg festival 
£?’oo during the summer of the game year. She.made a second concert tour of the United 
% g a States in 1939* Her residence address was given as 7lUl Senalda Road, Los 

Angeles, California. . . _ "l * 7 ,' 
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Melvyn Douglas, whose true name is George‘'Lamar Hesselberg and who has 
also been, known as Hymie B* Hesselberg, is a well-known motion picture actor 
who for the past ten years has been known to the public for his ^appearances in, 
light comedies. ’He has for many year^^gg^g^ed wii^, sjjsp'^S’^d^ f 

prgxe in mapy.Communist sponsored activities. 


Communists and hag' appeared in a lead 
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Memorandum, for the Director 

The Daily Worker, the Peoples World, the Daily Record, and other Communist 
dominated publications “have spoken approvingly of Douglas and his activities on 
numerous occasions. The files of the Dies Committee have identified Douglas with 
the following front organizations: 

1. Spanish Embargo 

2. American Friends of Spanish Democracy 

3. Committee for Concerted Peace - Efforts 
k» Consumers Union 

. 5. Consumers Union - Boycott of Nazi Goods 

6 . Motion Picture Artists Committee 

7. Motion Picture Democratic Committee * ' 

The Congressional Record of February 9, 19U2, lists Melvyn Douglas as 
an alleged Communist. The source of this information was the Dies Committee. 


ASSOCIATION TOTH COMMUNISTS AND COMMUNIST INFLUENCED GROUPS 


The Peoples World for December 13, 1938, ran an article captioned 
"Melvyn Douglas Warns of Fascists at Home.” The article stated that the screen 
actor denounced Fascism and Actress Gahagan called for the defense of democracy. 
It was stated further that 2000 citizens of San Diego had heard Melvyn Douglas 
fling the defy at American Fascist-minded groups at a meeting held the previous 
evening in San Diego. The meeting was reportedly sponsored by the’then recently 
formed San Diego League for the Defense of Democracy with the cooperation of the 
Hollywood Anti-Nazi League. According to information which has been received, 
the organization San Diego League for the Defense of Democracy in 1938 and 1939 
was a branch of the Hollywood Anti-Nazi League, a group which had considerable 
Communist influence in it. 

An individual named S. M* "Larry” Doyle of Lamberton, Minnesota, wrote 
to our St. Paul Office on January 1, 1939* attaching a pictorial clipping from 
the photographic section of the Minnesota Tribune for January 1, 1939* This 
clipping, which was captioned "Stars Sign Anti-Nazi Petition”, pointed out that 
an organization known as "Hollywood*s Committee of £6" composed of stars, 
producers, directors, and writers, signed their own Declaration of Independence 
which was to be circulated nationally as. a .petition to be signed by 20,000,000 
American citizens and then presented to President Roosevelt and Congress for 
the purpose of seeking a severance of economic relations with Nazi Germany until 
such time as that country came back into the fold of nations in accordance with 
the humane principles df international law. Among the. individuals pictured in 
this article was Helen Gahagan. Doyle, in bringing this matter to the attention 
of our St. Paul Office, made the following comments, "This committee of 56.is a 
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Memorandum for the Director , ' 

direct subsidiary of the 13th District of the Communist Party. It is headed by- 
James Cagney, member at large of the Communist Party; Lionel Stander and Frederic ' 
March. Gale Sondergaard, Helen Gahagan and James Cagney are all Party members *” 

T7ith reference to Boyle, our St.‘ Paul Office in a letter to the Bureau 
dated December 19, 1938, advised that he called at the St. Paul Office and 
intimated that he knew Special Agent N, J. L. Pieper of the San Francisco Field 
division and other Agents on the West Coast. Boyle stated that he had been a 
special agent for the Governor of Oregon and had been engaged in the investigation 
of subversive activities on the West Coast during the past few years. In this 
letter, the Special Agent in Charge of the St. Paul Office made the observation 
that Doyle was "full of wind." 4 check of the files indicated that Doyle sub¬ 
sequently made information available to our St. Paul Office concerning Communist 
matters. It is also to be noted that Doyle was apparently the same individual 
who was the subject of a closed impersonation case 'with the Seattle Office as 
origin. This case was closed on February 10, 1943. The subject of this case 
represented himself as head of the FBI sabotage detail at the Seattle-Tacoma 
Shipbuilding Corporation and induced an individual upon representations of this 
nature to endeavor to get a work permit from the boilermaker’s union in order 
that Roberts, the person who was approached, might work for Doyle as an under¬ 
cover agent. United States Attorney at Seattle, Washington, denied prosecution 
in this matter. 

Confidential Informant advised the Los Angeles Office in 

April, 1944, that Helen Gahagan, screen actress, in 1939 was a close follower 
of the Communist Party line and was a part of the Communist apparatus then 
functioning in the Hollywood Motion Picture Industry. It was stated further that 
she was one of a group which set up the Hollywood Theater Alliance which was 
orga nized on April 4. 1939. According to the informant, the purposes of this _ 


! ihis source went on to say that all of the proposed aims constituted 
as they do now, the u sual Communist subterfuge used tc| 

The group today, it wa^s ,said, is well representec 
Dy individuals wno follow une Communist Party llne.Cfi^^L 


_(advised that John Bright, a dewish-Amencah citizen, Whose wiie, Josephine, 

is an organizer for the Communist Party Industrial Unit of Spanish speaking people, b7D 
entertained at his home various Hollywood notables. On one occasion an attorney 
by’ the name of Katz (possibly Charles Katz of Berry Drive, San Fernando, California) 
was present and was advising those present on how strikes could be pulled without . 
getting into trouble. The informant stated that the. group present at that timeCfefNU 
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Memorandum for the Director 

held a discussion covering Communism and the effectiveness of strikes. Present on 
this occasion, according to the informant, were Me lwn Douglas and his wife. Helen 
Gahagan. among others. The informant advised that I 

I I This in¬ 

formant also furnished the information thatl 


le informant continued that 


ings at Bright's home were not given. 


le dates or tne gatfrer- 


It was stated that Donald Ogden Stewart, author, was one of the prominent 
supporters of the Committee, as well as such other luminaries as John Steinbeck, 
author of "The Grapes of Wrath", whose wife, Carol Steinbeck, is a registered 
Communist at Los Gatos, California; Melvyn Douglas; his wife, Helen Gahagan Douglas; 
Carey McWilliams, Chief of the Division of Immigration and Housing; Frances Farmer, 
screen actress, and Ordean Rockey, Secretary to Mayor Bowron of Los Angeles, all 
of whom have been active in behalf of.Communist Party United front organizations. 

The above information was received during the summer of 191+0. , • 


part; 


The April 11, 1939, Communist Daily Record has the following to say in 


"The productions of the Motion Picture Guild were shorn last night at 
a reception held at the home of Helen Gahagan Douglas and Melvyn Douglas 
in honor of Erika Mann. The first feature length picture to be produced 
by the new organization is to be ’School for Barbarians* based on Miss 
Mann’s best selling book of the same title." 


inclined. 


Information in the Bureau files indicates Miss Mann is Communistically 
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Memorandum for the Director 


On September 16, 192+0, information was received from a Hollywood, 
California, Legionnaire reporting that the home of Melvyn Douglas was the meeting 
place of wealthy Communists. 

Mr. George H. Rhodine of the Better Business Bureau, Los Angeles, 
California, advised in February, 192+1, that he had ascertained from Carey 
/ McWilliams, National Chairman in 192+0 of the .American Committee for Protection 
of Foreign Bom, that Helen Gahagan Douglas was listed as a member of the Sponsor 
Committee for a meeting of that organization on July 2l+, 192+0, in Los Angeles,' 
California. 


The American Committee for Protection of Foreign Bom is reportedly 
influenced by Communists and associates of Communists and its purpose is 
indicated in its title. 

According to the minutes of the business session of the Fourth 
American. Writers Congress in June, 192+1, the Exiled Writers Committee formed 
by the Hollywood Chapter of the League of American Writers sponsored a dinner 
at the Beverly-Wilshire Hotel in Los Angeles on November 26, 192+0. It was 
indicated that 318 persons attended this meeting, each of whom paid $10.00 
per,plate. The meeting reportedly netted the sum of $6,000.00, $2+,000.00 of* 
which went to the Exiled Writers Committee in New York. Helen Gahagan Douglas 
was among those in attendance at the dinner. 


The Fourth American Writers Congress was sponsored by the League of 
American Writers which was known as a Communist front group. The League of 
American Writers, of which the Exiled Writers Committee is a subsidiary, had 
as one of its purposes the collection of funds to bring refugees in Europe to 
this country. Information is available that a number of the refugees brought 
into this country by the League of American Writers had European Communist 
connections and the organization reportedly went out of existence with the 
success and progress of the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee, a Communist 
Party front. 


were obtained by tne wasninguon Field! urxice irom a nrgnxy con- 
source. Among the material obtained was a pencilled list containing 

It was impossible to 


fidential 

the name of Miss Helen Gahagan, Los Angeles, California. 
determine the significance of t he names appearing on this list. 


|vas reported t o have been made up of a variety of 

% 


persons and organizations who desired to hav 
Reports of Communist influence in this group 
is no direct information that it is Communist controlled (J 


ave oeen received, axmougn 


unere 
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Memorandum for the Director 

" s 

In April, 1914;, our Los Angeles Office reported the records of ONI 
at Los Angeles disclosed that as of August $, 19i*l, one Miss Brownie Lee Jones, 
reportedly a Communist, came to Los Angeles to work as secretary to Helen Gahagan' 
Douglas, the wife of Melvyn Douglas. 



According to informati 


_I, He wenu on no say unat tne organization followed, the usual 

Communist practice with regard to its front organizations. In connection with this 
organisation, John R. Lechner in the Los Angeles Examiner of March 21;, 19h3> stated 
that "Several known pro-Communist leaders and women affiliated with Communist 
organizations are on the Executive Board of the Committee for the Care of Children 
in Wartime." CjSQ Cj 



Mrs. Walter Alles, 45 0 North Sycamore Street, Los Angeles, property 
manager at that address, made available to the Los Angeles Office copies of 
the minutes of a United Citizens Committee which was organized on December 26, 
1943/ for the purpose of making arrangements for a visit of Vice President 
Wallace to Los Angeles. According to the minutes-, among those present at the 
original meeting of the group was Helen Gahagan. Also in attendance were 
several persons who are presently under investigation by the Bureau under the 
"Key Figure" program and who are Communist Party functionaries in the Los Angela 
area.Cp^ 
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Memorandum for the Director. 

John B, Proctor, Los Angeles Public Relations Director for the Hollywood 
group of the Pree World Association,.advised the Los Angeles Office .in January, 

1944, that the Hollywood group joined the National Organization of 5r.ee World 
Association in August, 1942. It was stated that the organizer of the Hollywood 
Unit was Walter Wanger and that he and Helen Gahagan were the leading figures 
in the organization. With further reference to here-association with this group, 
a clipping from the Los Angeles Times dated Janua r y 15, 1944, lists Helen Gahagan 
as one of 80 sponsors of the Hollywood Unit. The Hollywood Branch of the Pree 
World Association has openly attacked Oonsnunism* However, it is reliably reported 
to have a faction of Communists in it and there is an indication that the attack 
on Communism was over the protest on the part of a number of the sponsors and only 
after considerable pressure had been put on the Hollywood Unit by the Hew York Office 
of the Pree World Association. According to a report emanating from the Los 
Angeles Office, 28 of the 80 individuals listed as sponsors have been associated 
in more th an one instance with Hollywood Communist front organizations. 

The publication "Magyar Jovo 11 , a Communist daily for April 29, 1944, 
stated that Helen Gahagan, wife of Melvyn Douglas, who represented the Democratic 
National Committee of California, was a speaker at a mass meeting held in Los 
Angeles on April 23, 1944. 


jfiSa& advised that the mass meeting held in Los (U) 
Angeles, California, was one similar to a meeting held in New York City on the 
same date for the purpose of establishing an organization to be known as "Action 
to Liberate Hungary", also known as Mozgalom Magyarorszag Megmantesere. b7D 

This source stated that the organization inlts aims and purposes is parallel 
to other groups of Hungarian Communists*S-^p£f 

As mentioned previously, the Hollywood Democratic Committee supported 
Helen Gahagan in hgr race in the 14th Congressional District. Information received 
on May 19, 1944, /from a technical surveillance on the home of John H. Lawson, 
mentioned above, reflected that Lawson in a conversation with E. Y. Harburg, 
on the Executive Board of the Hollywood Democratic Committee, discussed the 
primary election held on May 16, 1944, and the part the Hollywood Democratic 
Committee had played in it. At one point in the conversation Harburg'stated that 
it seemed Helen Gahagan, wife of Melvyn Douglas, was trying to take all the credit 
in saying that she had run the election and that it was his belief they needed some 
one to tell Hannegan (apparently referring to Bobert E. Hannegan, then National 
Chairman of the Democratic Party) the truth about what had happened. Lawson stated 
that in his opinion it was "natural political stuff" and further "They will all 
brag about what they have done and Hannegan is a pretty smart man and I am 
to think that he will know pretty much what the Hollywood Democratic Committee haj^ 
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Memorandum for the Birector 

[done♦ 11 Lawson further stated that as far as he was concerned it was all right to 
let Helen Gahagan say that she was the backbone of the Hollywood Democratic Party 
and it was nice to have contact with her. He stated that he did_npt. think they 
should make an issue of it because it would make a bad situationTJK&T) 


Eugene Lyons, in his book 31 The Red Decade" names Helen Gahagan, among 
others, as an individual whom the Hollywood Citi z en‘s Committee for the Federal 
Theater could proudly list along with many more familiar fellow travelers. 


Congressman Leland M« Ford of California in the House of Representatives 
on July 7, 1912, attacked the organization known as the Union for Democratic 
Action, and during the course of his comments mentioned the names of Helen Gahagan 
Douglas and Melvyn Douglas, among others. Ford stated that Melvyn Douglas, Helen 
Gahagan Douglas, Kingdon, President of the Union for Democratic Action, Bridges, 
and hundreds of others deny that they are Communists and have very hurt expressions 
when they are accused. Ford went on to say that the singular thing about the. 
whole matter is that it is always found this group stands up for the subversive 
interests and fights hard for them. It was stated further that, they all" are' 
actually carrying the Party line fight, but still deny being Communists. He 
stated that they do everything the Communists do; they carry out aL 1 the instruc¬ 
tions and the program and yet deny that they are Communists. 


POLITICAL ACTIVITY PRIOR TO 1911 ELECTION 


Helen Gahagan Douglas was a candidate for a seat in Congress in the 
Democratic primary which was held in California on May 16, 1911 • She ran in the 
llth Congressional District and was the successful candidate. , Considerable in¬ 
formation with reference to her political maneuvers in connection with her 
campaign is available. 


The first data in this regard were received on February 10, 1911, /over 
the technical surveillance on ‘the home of John Howard Lawson,- a member of the 
Northwest Section of the Communist Party. It was learned that Revels Cayton, 
Negro Vice President of the California State CIO, in a conversation with Lawson 
wanted the latter to get Walter Wanger to approach Helen Gahagan Douglas to run 
for Congress in the 15th California Congressional District. Lawson advised 
Cayton he would be unable to approach Wanger but that George Pepper, who is re¬ 
ported to be a Communist Party member, through the Hollywood Democratic Committee 
could make the approa ch/^ X ^y) ‘ ■ * 


With regard to the Hollvwood Democratic Committee. 

-1 


of the Los Angelesrv# 
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Memorandum for the Director 
Office, has advised that 

part of the se t-un of the Democratic Party in I,os Angeles* 
the informant.! 


.California. This source advise 


|and is not a 
This is. according to 





Subsequent to the receipt of the information on -February 10. 19hH. /over 

the technical surveillance]_of'the 

Los Angeles Office advised that he had learned that also on February 10,il9kk> at a 
meeting of the Executive Committee of the l$th Congressional District Legislative 
Council, it -was decided that Helen Gahagan Douglas, former screen actress, was the 
first choice of the Council to run against incu mbent John Costello- in the Democrat! 
primary to be held in May. 19hU. The informant] 



This informant 

also advised that in furtherance of this plan, the individuals 

ve, plus others 

l 



■With reference to her refusal to run against Costello, this informant 
stated he later learned that 


e inxormanu wen 
im that they were 


According to the informant. this.whole attempt constituted an effort b y 
the Communist Part 


o procure a s orong candidate agains 
incumbent John Costello who had drawn the ire of the Party because of his me 
in the Dies Committee and other Communist-termed "reactionary" policies. |Tb 

remarked that! 
















Memorandum for the Director 



Although Helen Gahagan Douglas apparently refused to follow the dictates 
of the Communist Party ,_a-vailable information indicates she still sought the 
support of the Party* (Through a technical surveillance maintained on the Communist 
Party headquarters in Los Angeles, it was learned from a conversation between 
Carl Winter, Executive Secretary of the Los Angeles County Communist Party, and 
Abraham Maymudes, Communist Party member and Secretary to the International Workers 
Order, that Helen Gahagan Douglas was making a bid for the support of that organization. 
During the conversation, Carl Winter remarked that Helen Gahagan Douglas was running 
to the Communist Party for their, support. As a result} r.ji, joint political action 
committee of labor called her, together with other Democratic candidates, namely, 

J. Bennett and Loren Miller, and told them that they would have to agree between 
themselves as to which one of them would be the one candidate whom they would 
all. support, apparently meaning the Communist Party, the International Workers 
Order and the joint political action committee. Carl Winter indicated further 
that he would wait until after labor had given its endorsem ent, at which time he 
would then support the one who had received'that endorsemerrOj^s^ ry) 

_mentioned earlier. I I 


lis source stated further. 


also stated that 
organizati on,| 
the decision puE 


_| The informant 

the Hollywood Democratic Committee, being a Communist -controlled 

l and announced 

Licly at a meeting of the organization held at the Hollywood 


Roosevelt Hotel on March 29, 19^4•' 


As mentioned previously, Helen Gahagan Douglas was the successful 
candidate in the llfth Congressional District race. The Daily Worker for May 
20, 19U|.j in an article commenting on the outcome of the Democratic primary in 
California, described her as a "Win the War" candidate. This same news account 
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Memorandum for the Director 


reflected that Hal Styles, a radio commentator., had defeated John Costello in the 
15>th Congressional District race. The article went on to say that the -CIO Po¬ 
litical Action Committee and the Hollywood Democratic Committee were deserving of 
considerable credit for the part they played in defeating Costello and the 
election of Helen Gahagan Douglas. 

The Daily Worker of February 23, 19UU, in an article entitled, 

"California AFL, €10 Chiefs on Fourth Term Delegation;'Will Back FDR at Democratic 
National Convention" recited that ranking Democratic leaders, CIO, AFL and Railroad 
Brotherhood representatives. Congressmen and other state leaders were among the 
56 men and women who at that time were candidates for election as the California 
"Fourth Term" delegation to the Democratic National Convention which would nominate 
the 19Ui|. Democratic Presidential candidate. The article listed labor leaders and 
Democratic leaders, including Attorney General Robert W. Kenny, Culbert L. Olson, 
and Helen Gahagan. This delegation, according to the article, was hailed by 
Attorney General Kenny as one representing complete harmony in the Democratic 
Party in California. 

Also of interest is an article appearing in the New York Daily News 
July 5, 19hU, captioned "Rival Brains and Beauty to Talk Back at Clare." This 
news account indicated that Mrs. Clare Booth Luce, Congresswoman from Connecticut, 
was to cover the country fulfilling speaking engagements in behalf of the 
Republican Party; further, that the Democrats were preparing to toss in their 
own brains and beauty to offset Clare Booth Luce’s activity. Helen Gahagan was 
named as one of the three Democratic women expected to oppose Mrs. Luce. John 
O'Donnell in his column "Capitol Stuff", in the same issue of the News, stated . P 
that Helen Gahagan would be a speaker at the Democratic National Convention. 


An article of similar vein appeared in the Washington Times Herald 
July 6, 19l;U, wherein it was stated that since Representative Luce had made such 
a big hit with her speech at the Republican Convention, the New Deal was deep in 
plans to counter Mrs. Luce with some beautiful and brainy lady New Dealers. 
According to the newspaper article, most prominently mentioned of the lady New 
Dealers was Mrs. Helen Gahagan Douglas. Others who were being considered in this 
regard were Margaret E. Connors of Fairfield, Connecticut, who it was stated 
hoped to replace Mrs. Luce in Congress, and Mrs. Dorothy Vredenburgh, of Alabama, 
the Democratic National Committee's new Secretary. 



b7D 







Memorandum for the Director 


The Los Angeles Examiner on October 19, 19Ul, contained an article 
which stated in part that George B. Roberts, Regional Director of the Political 
Action Committee, testified before a Special Congressional Committee to the 
effect that this group had contributed $95>U for the campaign of Helen Gahagan 
Douglas. 


On September 8, 19U1|, the CIO Labor Herald was quoted as saying that 
"Women*s work this year is political action," then saying that the CIO Auxiliary 
Women and Election Workers at the California Auxiliary Convention in Los Angeles, 
which was held concurrently with the State Council Convention, was to have' 
Congressional candidate, Helen Gahagan Douglas, the Regional Director, appear at 
an Auxiliary Political Action banquet, and later it is quoted that when Douglas 
made this appearance she commented to the Auxiliary Women that "election victories 
are won by the small jobs done by the individual electioneers." 

A report was received at the Bureau from an unknown source to the 
effect that on September 2it, 19UU, Helen Gahagan Douglas attended and spoke at 
the Towne Avenue Forum, Los Angeles, California, which is controlled by James C. 
McLean, a member of the Communist Political Association, and that at this time 
she stated that she was condemning the Republican Fascists who were condemning 
their valued Russian allies. She also stated that these appeasers were trying 
to impress upon the people that we would have to fight our ally, Russia, 
eventually but that such was not the case. 


As a result of. a technical surveillance on the Progressive Book Shop 
in Los Angeles, California, it was ascertained on September 27, 19UU, that Mrs. 
Carl Winters, wife of the President of the Los Angeles County Communist Political 
Association, expressed concern over failure of Helen Gahagan Douglas to 
effectively reach the Negro voters 


The Washington Post on September 28, 19l4i, reported that charges were 
made on the preceding day before the House Committee on Un-American Activities 
that Helen Gahagan Douglas was one of those involved in "Political Intrigue" 
designed to defeat Senator Pat McCarran, who had recently won the Democratic 
nomination from his state despite CIO-PAC opposition. Helen Gahggan Douglas 
was charged with having sent a telegram to Senator Pepper on June 27, 19^4-, 
in which she urged Pepper to prevail upon Vail Pittman to run against McCarran 
in Nevada. The Dies Committee Chief Investigator, Robert E. Stripling, com¬ 
mented that it seemed strange that Miss Gahagan, herself a candidate on the 
Democratic ticket, would engage in this sort of conspiracy to defeat a member 
of the Senate. He charged that the telegram in question was paid for by the 
CIO Political Action Committee of Los Angeles. 
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Memorandum for the Director 

The People*s World on October 2$, 19UU> carried an advertisement 
concerning a rally, sponsored by the International Workers Order to be held 
on November 1, 191+U, in Los Angeles. Helen Gahagan Douglas was scheduled 
to be one of the speakers. 

On June 6, 1914+* a technical surveillance placed on John Howard Lawson 
disclosed a discussion between. Lawson and George Pepper, Executive Officers 
of the Hollywood Democratic Committee,, which involved Mrs. Douglas. This con¬ 
versation revealed that Helen Gahagan Douglas was believed to be the principal 
reason for disunity among the delegates from California to the Democratic National 
Convention. Both of these individuals felt that Mrs. Douglas was disappointed 
over the failure of Vice President Wallace to obtain renomination to the office 
of Vice President^Sg^f ^ 

Mrs. Douglas appeared as a speaker before the International Workers 
Order of Los Angeles in a rally held on. November 1, l$hb, which advocated 
the reelection of President Roosevelt. Among the other speakers were Charlotte 
Bass, Negro newspaper editor, Bela Lugosi, leader of Hungarian groups in the 
United States, and a reported Communist. 


on Novemc 


a p aid informant-of the Los 
thatl 


?eles Field Division. 


|_[urging voters to casu uneir callous ror Mrs. Douglas, Kooseve 

individuals backed by the Communist Political Association loca lly. 



Helen Gahagan Douglas was supported in the election for United States 

Ropycgop-hg-H iro hv t.Vio Uni 1 nomnoT'at.i p Pnrrmnn t.t.oc a pr.rvr>rH Tier +.r> ip-P ormation 

supplied by plescribed 

the Hollywood Democratic Committee as a Communist dominated organization and 
characterized Helen Gahagan Douglas as being connected with it and a supporter 
of Communist front organizations^^- (/(y 

In a conversation between Paul Teitelbaum, President of the Ul+th 
Assembly District Club, CPA in Los Angeles, and Helen Winter, wife of Carl 
Winter, the opening of a headquarters for Helen Gahagan Douglas, candidate for 
the United States Congress,'was discussed. Helen Winter told Paul Teitelbaum 
that they would not open a headquarters for Helen Gahagan Douglas but that they 
would run a headquarters for her if requested. This information was obtained 
on September 28, 191+1)., from a technical surveillance maintained on Carl Winter, 
Communist leader in the Los Angeles area.tfCQ^S (U) 
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ACTIVITIES SUBSEQUENT TO ELECTION 


In a report received from Edward J. Allen, patrolman of the Erie, 
Pennsylvania, Police Department, Wilbur White, Chairman of the Communist 
Political Association in Erie, was quoted as saying on November 21, 19bb, that 
Helen Gahagan Douglas was a member of the Communist Political Association. 
White also stated that he wanted to book her as a speaker for the local 
Democratic dinner. . 


r~ 


|As a result of a technical surveillance 
Youth for Democracy group in Los Angeles County! 

December of 19-bit, Helen Gahagan Douglas was to" 
anniversary dinner which was to be given: as a salute to Young America 


maintained on. the American 
was ascertained that in 
e requested to speak at an / 




Cecelia Saturn, a leading Communist in Philadelphia, told Reba Glass 
in a conversation during December, 19bb, that Helen Gahagan Douglas was "one 
of our people." This information was obtained from a technical surveillance 
maintained on Reba Glass ' 

- The 19b!? January issue of Watch Ashore, official publication of the 
Women 1 s Auxiliary of the National Maritime Union, contained a letter from 
Helen Gahagan Douglas to Raye Rubin, a member of the Communist Political 
Association in California, in which Douglas comments favorably on the 
effectiveness of the work of the Auxiliary,.' 


A report on the Executive Committee meeting held on February 6, 19b6, 
for the Illinois and Indiana Communist Political Association points out that 
the Communist strong point in Congress is that they have a highly vocal bloc 
in that group elected by the aid. of the political Action Committee who support 
. the administration measures. This report carries Helen Gahagan Douglas as 
one of the parties making up-the vocal bloc. The report reflects this state¬ 
ment was made by Phil Bart, who is a member of this committee. 


Helen Gahggan Douglas conferred with Louis Dolivet, who was prominent 
in Revolmtioniqt groups in Furone. a member of the Communist Party in 


At this con- 


Switzerland, anq 

ference on February 14 , 194b, she cuscussea ner ..suauemenu oexore the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee pertaining to the Crimean Conference. This information 
was obtained from a technical surveillance maintained on Louis Dolivet 


b7D 


<jQ(u) 


Informant! 


bf the Washington Field Office advised 


that Hazel Elaine G&lpin, who attended the State Committee meeting of the 
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Communist Political Association in Baltimore in the spring of 1 9k^» stated 


I A technical surveillance installed in the Communist Party headquarters 
in New York Citypfevealed that Andrei Gromyko, Philip Murray, and Helen Gahagan 
Douglas were sCTeduled to speak at a CIO rally to be held in Madison Square 
Garden on March 12, 19 ) 4.5 • The purpose of this rally was to discuss the results 
of the World Labor Conference. (U) 

an informant 

California, advised that Carl Winter; iobmeb hdStd ST zm L6S AhgSieg UOUllty- 
CPA, on March 23, 19k$, told of a visit he made to Helen Gahagan Douglas 1 b7D 
office in Washington, D. C«, in which he indicated this visit appeared to be 
more like a Communist Political Association.meeting because of the literature 
he observed in the Congresswoman’s office. M 

|a technical surveillance placed upon the Los Angeles headquarters 
of the Communist Party revealed on May 10, 19U5* that Ned Sparks, Los Angeles 
County CPA President, desired Congresswoman Douglas to visit some of the leading 
people in her district. He particularly suggested "the lady on the newspaper 
This comment was believed by-the Los Angeles Field Division to relate tof Mr§^<^< 
Charlotte Bass, Negress editor of the California Eagle. Mrs. Bass is a known 
Communist Party follower and supported Mrs. Douglas in her campaign for election 
to the House, of Representatives. Q$^*)(U) * 

a paicfrmformant of the San Francisco Field Division, 
advised on April 26, 1945» that he had attended a dinner in honor of Ella Reeves 
Bloor, also known as Mother Bloor, a National functionary of the Communist b' 

Political Association in Oakland, California. Mother Bloor in her speech at 
the dinner described the advances made by the 'Communist Political Association 
in Congress. She attributed these advances -to Helen Gahagan Douglas and Adam 
Clayton Powell. She pointed out that Ben Davis (New York City Negro Communist 
Councilman?) was being groomed to supplement the work of Helen Gahagan Douglas 
and Powell.j^gQ j^(U) 

' It was noted by the Los Angeles Field Division in July of 1 9h$, that 
Mart D. Leff, partner of Boris Michael Morros, gave as his address 711*1 Senalda 
Road, Los Angeles. This is the home address of Helen Gahagan Douglas. 

On September 28, 19U5, a technical surveillance on Max Yergan, head of 
the National Negro Congress Council on African Affairs and other Communist front 
organizations in New York, revealed that Louis Coleman, secratary for the Inter¬ 
national Labor Defense, had stated that Representative Douglas knew what the 
score was with reference to the FEPCy£^) 
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COMMUNIST FRONT AND LIBERAL GROUP CONTACTS SUBSEQUENT TO ELECTION 


The Washington Times Herald for November 16, 19kb, printed an article, 
which carried the name of Helen Gahagan Douglas as an individual whose election 
was sponsored by the Political Action Committee. This article was read into 
the Congressional Record for November 28, 191)1).. 

The New York Field Office report on the Communist Political Association 
used at their weekly conference with ONI and G-2 reflected that the 'Communists 
have placed great emphasis that William Gropper, Daily ’Worker Cartoonist, 
was honored by the artists and people’s leaders of many parts of the world 
by a dinner given by the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee 'Committee at the Hotel 
Commodore on December 5, 19ij-U« At this meeting letters of greetings were read 
from Helen Gahagan Douglas and others. 

An original letter contained in the files of this Bureau reflects -- : ~ 
that Helen Gahagan Douglas is on the Advisory Council of the National Associates, 
which group on January 2, I9h£, caLled for an immediate break with Franco. 

According to information received from 

an informant of the New York Field Division, Mrs. Helen Gahagan Douglas, together 
with Senator Lucas and Mayor Kelly of Chicago, was a sponsor for the Convention 
of the Hungarian-American Council for Democracy. This convention was held on 
January 6, 19lj5, at the Hotel Hamilton, Chicago, Illinois. Among the speakers, 
at the afternoon session of this convention were James Lustig, Dr. John Gyetvay, . 
and Louis Weinstock,. all of whom, are key figures in the New York Field Division. 
According to informants of the New York Field Division the Hungarian-American 
Council for Democracy is, the alleged agent in the United states for Count 
Michael Karolyi, now in London. Count Karolyi,accepted the. Presidency of this 
organization when offered to him by alleged Communist members. One of his 
platform points advocated the establishment of resistance groups abroad to . 
fight with Tito’s Army._The informants mentioned above arF" I 


Officep^dVlSSd That Hdlbn Gahagan Dc 
Harry Bri dges Victory Committee Partj 


_informant of the Washington Field 

Has was frequently contacted by the 


^ Assistant Director S. J. Tracy by memorandum dated January 15, 191)5, 
to Mr. C. A. Tolson advised that he heard on a broadcast a few days prior to 
this time over DUAL at 11:30 a.m., Ruth Crane, a daily commentator concerning 
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food, rationing, etc., interviewing Helen Gahagan Douglas. He pointed out 
that Douglas urged women of America to join the Women’s Action Committee. 

This group was formed by Mrs. Carrie .Chapman Catt, who has been a life-time 
fighter for such causes as women suffrage. The files of this Bureau fail to 
reflect any Communist affiliation in regard to the Women’s Action Committee. 
Douglas also pointed out in her talk that the voting power was in the hands 
of the women and that they should work together nationally for the purpose of 
writing or.wiring the Congressmen and Senators on specific legislation. She 
pointed out that in order to save time the issues of interest either national 
or international were clearly synopsized and could be had by housewives by 
communicating with Ruth Crane, c/o Station WMAL. She stated that this pamphlet 
could be used by the housewives to communicate with Congressmen or Senators 
along the lines recommended by the pamphlet. 

_ informant for the Hew York Field Office, 

submitted a report which contained a list of the sponsors for the American 
Committee for Yugoslavian Relief dated January 25>, 1$kSy on which the name 
of Helen Gahagan Douglas appeared. This report reflected that the offices - 
for this group were in the Ameriean-Russian institute in New York City. 'As 
you no doubt will recall, this group is reported to be Communistically 
infiltrated.C€>\/ / 


_During February of T Q)i^. Phi IgdeH phi a Confidential Informant]_| 

_pltavised that Helen Gahagan Douglas was 

at the Philadelphia School of Social Science, which group was foamed as an out¬ 
growth of the Communist Workers School in Philadelphia. Available reliable 
information reflects that this group is Communist controlled. /[The informant. 


Charlotte Dieterle and Salka Viertel,* both of whom are associated 
with the Free German Activities in the Los Angeles area, Russian War Relief, 
and the National Citizens Political Action Committee, on March 3> 19^5■dis¬ 
cussed inviting Helen Gahagan Douglas to be a speaker at an unidentified 
meeting. This information was supplied by means of a technical surveillance 
maintained on Berthold yiertel.^Qp^^ 

The Los An'geles Guildsmen, official publication of the Los Angeles 
Newspaper Guild, reported in the April 2, 19k'%, issue that a meeting of the 
Representative Assembly of Los Angeles Newspaper Guild took place on ^arch 
27, 19i)-5. It was moved, seconded, and carried to file a communication received 
from Helen Gahagan Douglas relative to her concurrence in the asking for a 
dismissal of the deportation charge against Harry Bridges. 
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12, 19h$, 


_ _ ^ 

stated that H elen Ganaean Douglas was! 


- , -- —m. 

Democratic Committee to| 


previously iden tified as an informant, on April 


b7D 


[Fro m a technical surveillance on District Mo. 2 of the Communist 
Political Association}-^! was ascertained that Helen Gahagan Douglas was to 
be one of the speakeTs^to appear on April 2k, 19k5, at the American Newspaper 
Guild Radio Forum. The title of the talk to be given before the Forum was, 

"What Can San Francisco Accomplish." Mrs. Douglas was to be accompanied bv 
Vito Marcantonio and possibly an unidentified Republican from Congress 

The Special Committee on Un-American Activities of the House of 
Representatives at .the 2nd Session of the ?8th Congress reported-that Consumers 
Union was a Communist front organization and that Helen -Gahagan Douglas was 
reported to be active'in this Consumers Union on the West Coast, of which branch 
Harry Bridges was a sponsor. 

The publication. Variety, dated May 18,. 1 9b$, at Los Angeles, California, 
listed Helen Gahagan Douglas as a sponsor for the American Committee for 
Yugoslavian Relief. This group sponsored a dinner in honor of Stenoje Simic, 
Yugoslavian Ambassador to the United States, and Lieutenant Colonel Vladimir 
Dedier, member of the Yugoslavian Federal Parliament, at which known Communist . 
Political Association members spoke, and Communist Political Association members 
were listed as sponsors. 




informant of the Los Ange les Field Division 

furnished a letter¬ 


b7D 


head of the American Committee tor Yugoslavian K5TT5T WHO A contained the caption 
at the top entitled, "Scroll Campaign for Medical Aid, Marcia Davenport, Chairman. 11 
On the margin Helen Gahagan Douglas* name appeared as a sponsor for this 
organization.. This letterhead was made available to the Bureau by this 
informant on July 2$, 1 (Ay 

A technical surveillance maintained on Ruth B. Wilson reported 
’a conversation between Nelson Miller and Jacob Epstein, a subject of the 
Alto case. Epstein and Miller discussed a meeting scheduled for the week 
of June 1, 19k5, at which Helen Gahagan Douglas was to be a speaker. This 
meeting was not further identified, but it was revealed that it was to be 
held at the Museum of Modern Art, New York City.(j£^/ 
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Memorandum for the Director 

As a result of the technical surveillance maintained on the Maritime 
Committee in Washington, D. C., it was ascertained that Harriet Bouslog, 
Legislative representative of the CIO Maritime Committee, arranged a victory 
celebration at the Lee Sheraton Hotel, Washington, D. C., on June 19, 19U!?« 
Congresswoman^Helen Gahagan Douglas was sent an invitation to attend this 
celebration«v^^^s(U) 

On July 1, 19ii5,. fa t echnical installation on John Howard LawsonJ^£<^ 
revealed that Communists in the motion picture industry were fearful of the 
possibility of the old Dies Committee holding Jaearings in Los Angeles on 
infiltration of Communists in that industry, [pla ns were made to have George 
Pepper, Secretary of the Hollywood Independent Citizens Committee of Arts, 
Sciences and Professions, contact Helen Gahagan Douglas, among others, and 
state that any Dies Committee investigation would be an attempt to smear 
the industry and the Democratic Party(U) 


In July of 19U5> a technical surveillance on the CIO National Maritime 
Union of Washington revealed that Geraldine Shandros, head of the Anti- 
Discrimination Committee for the CIO, was considered as the most appropriate 
person to apply pressure on Congressmen in the FEFC fight.' Helen Gahagan Douglas, 
together with John M. Coffee and others, was’ considered amenable to suggestion && LA 

According to press reports announced on April 2k, 19^5, Helen Gahagan 
Douglas was carried as a representative on the official stationery of the 
Friends of the Spanish Republic. The press reports announced that the purpose 
/of this organization was to insure that no recognition should be accorded the 
X Franco Government at the United Nations Conference in San Francisco. Repre¬ 
sentative Douglas, together with John M. Coffee, and-William L. Shirer, was 
among the sponsors of a rally held by the Friends of the Spanish Republic at 
Madison Square Garden in January of 19h5>» 

Eve Budd, of Arlington, Virginia, in a conversation on November-6, 

A 9 I 4 . 9 , with Edwin S. Smith, Executive Director of the National Council of 
J American Soviet Friendship, advised she was making efforts to have the Dean 
of Canterbury appear before the Foreign Affairs Committee of both Houses of 
Congress and that she was assisted in this project by Helen Gahagan Douglas. 

This information was reported through a technical >,pirveillance on the National 
Council of American Soviet Friendship, Inc£j£ (U) 

•On November 9, 19k$, _previously identified, 

ad-vised that Helen Gahagan Douglas, among other representatives from 
/ Southern California, was working in cooperation with the Hollywood Independent b7E 
Citizens Committee of Arts, Sciences and Professions. According to this in¬ 
formant, this organization is a Communist front group through which the Communist 
Party exerts pressure on subjects of local and international importance/'Jfr A T(^ 
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Memorandum for the Director 

Again, on November 30, ±9k$> Informant advised 

that the Hollywood Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences and 
Professions had brought pressure on Congresswoman Helen Cahagan Douglas and b7D 
others to sponsor the strikers during the motion picture industry strike and 
thereby aid the program of the Communist Party. This source stated that pressure 
on Congresswoman Douglas was not difficult to apply and was, in fact, only a 
gesture since she had long been identified with having been a supporter of 
Communist causes in California, 

The Sunday Worker for December 2, 19li5> carried a Resolution to get 
America out of China, introduced by Congressman Hugh DeLacy. Among the names of 
the Representatives supporting this Resolution was that of Helen Gahagan Douglas. 

In December of 19k$ a conference was held between Zlatko Balokovic, 
President of the United Committee of South Slovic Americans, and Carol Figan, 
Executive Secretary of the American Slav Congress concerning a speaker for the 
November Conference from Washington, D. C. At this time Helen Gahagan Douglas 
was spoken of favorably by Balokovic who stated she had been putting all kinds 
of things for the Slav Congress in the Congressional Record and that she was 
their friend. It was later decided, however, by Balokovic that it would be 
better to keep Helen Gahagan Douglas, for something "very feig" rather than use 
her as a speaker at this conference. This information was obtained through a 
technical surveillance maintained on the American Slav Congress in New York 

city *§&7 (u) . 

|_ a paid informant of the New York Office, 

advised that a mass demonstration was held March, 18, 19i|6 at Madison Square Park, b7D 
Madison Avenue and 25th Street, New York City, for the purpose of reaffirming 
Anglo-American Soviet Cooperation as the only foundation for a lasting inter¬ 
national peace. The speakers for this rally -vrereipg?) 

—■ 

Congressman Adam Clayton Powell 

Dr. J. Raymond Walsh, Radio Commentator r i v. i . 

Mrs. Eleanor Gimbel (A 

\ Helen Gahagan Douglas ' ' 

Ilieutenant Ferdinand Suehle 
[Saul Mills. 

This informant advised that all speeches were based on an identical 
theme - a savage denunciation of Winston Churchill. They denounced his speech at 
Westminster College and calldd it nothing less than a threat to precipitate the 
world into another war directed against the Soviet Union. They said the recent . 
attacks made on the Soviet Union by leading American Government representatives 
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Memorandum for the Director 


and other spokesmen had prepared the groundwork for Churchillfs speech. They 
declared that Churchill proposed to scrap the war and peace aims of the world 
and to replace them with a program hard to distinguish from that of our former 
Fascist enemies. They charged that Churchill forgets that freedom-loving nations 


have acquired during the years of war enormous political experience and have 
learned .to distinguish the real defendants of peace from those imperialists who . 
under the flag of defense of peace are making plans for new imperialist wars 


According to this informant's report, the speakers stated that 
Churchill is fomenting war against the very power which bore on its shoulders • 
the main burden of the war and had a decisive part in defeating Hitler's Germany. 
They asserted that Churchill was repudiated by his own people by the elections 


which elevated to power the labor elements in Britain. Thereafter, Churchill 
decided to try his luck in America, hoping to influence American circles^^"^ 


The speakers stressed the importance of granting a billion dollar loan 
to the Soviet Union because that country is in such desperate need after making 
so many sacrifices to bring the war to a victorious conclusion. Their concluding 
plea was that every American who loves his country and cherishes his democracy 


and-longs for peace should write or wire President Truman protesting against 
Churchill-'*s speech, insisting that it be repudiated and demanding a return to 
a policy of friendship with the-Soviet Union 


The Washington Field Office advised that a mass OPA rally was held at 
the Sylvan Theater on the Washington Monument grounds June 2k, 19^6 . About 800 
persons attended, caning in delegations from New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, 
Chicago and Detroit to gain Congressional support for the continuance of. the OPA. 
It is known that the Communist Party in New York and in Yfashington, D. C. was 
very interested in this rally and the following persons were noted to be in 
attendance and interested in the proceedings: 


William C. Taylor, Negro Chairman of the Washington, D. C. 
Communist Party. 

Elizabeth Searle, White, Executive Secretary of the Yfashington, 

D. C. Communist Party. 

Robert Hall, Washington correspondent of the Daily Worker. 

Travis Hedrick, Yfashington correspondent for the Federated Press. 


The Chairman of the rally was Orson Welles. Helen Gahagan Douglas was 
one of the speakers. The demands of all the speakers were identical in substance. 
The speakers emphasized the necessity of saving OPA and blamed the present crisis 
on the Republicans and, in particular, on Senator Robert Taft of Ohio.- They 
instructed the audience that if the OPA was not saved, the people should engage 
in a buyers strike to prevent economic catastrophe. 





1 



r* 




Memorandum for the Director 

* 

The New York Office advised that on October 17, 1946 the Congress of 
Civil Rights held a dinner in the Grand Ballroom of the Hotel Pennsylvania with 
approximately 5>00 people in attendance. The purpose of the dinner was to inaugurate 
■the "Oust Bilbo Campaign. 1 '- The following individuals were on the speakers (dais; 

Paul Robeson, Helen Gahagan Douglas, Max Yergan, Ralph Ingersoll, George Marshall, 
Charles- Collins, Daschiell H. Mett and Samuel A. Newberger. All of the speeches 
followed the identical theme of reviewing Bilbo's anti-Negro activity, his alleged 
oppression of minorities and his‘ suppression of civil rights. 


The New York Office pointed out that although at no time during the 
dinner was any direct mention made concerning the Communist Party, it was 
believed that all arrangements for the dinner were instigated by the Communist 
Party, this being based upon the fact • that all arrangements were handled by 
Sam Kanin and William Dobkin, known Communist Party members. It was reported 
that Kanin was released from all other Party activity in order that he could 
devote his entire time to organizational work for the dinner. 

In Gerald Li' K. .Smith's weekly news letter, “The Letter", of October 
28, 1946, he commented on the above-mentioned dinner and stated that its purpose 
was to organize a campaign to impeach United States Senator Theodore Bilbo* 

JHe stated that the banquet would be addressed by leading left-wingers, Stalin 
lovers, and pro-Communists, including Helen Gahagan Douglas. 


The Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee was investigated by the Un- 
American Activities Committee, House of Representatives in December, 1945* On 
March 28, 1946, the Associated Press quoted Congressman John S- Wood as saying 
that the JAFRC had circulated "propaganda of a subversive character." By a 
technical surveillance maintained by the New York Office on the JAFRC it was 
ascertained that among representatives of Congress working “in behalf of the 
JAFRC was Helen-Gahagan Douglas 


The Los Angeles Office advised that on the night of March 8, 1946, the 
Founders Meeting of the American Russian Institute was held-at the Women's 
University Club of Los Angeles. Shortly after the Founders Meeting was held 
the individuals who we re attempting to organize the American Russian Institute 
in Los Angeles immediately began attempting to secure the services of Joseph E» 
Davies, former Ambassador to Russia, as the maih speaker for their inauguration 
banquet. In order to carry out that activity a Sponsoring Committee was 
organized which consisted of the following individuals* 


Helen Gahagan Douglas 
Walter YJanger 
Clarence A. Dykstra 

Dean B. Arthur Coombs of Occidental College 
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Werner Janssen 
Harold Sverdrup 
Alexander Knox 
Edward G. Robinson 
Dr. Thomas Mann 
Thomas P. YThite 
Bertrand R. Stevens 
Jimmy Roosevelt 


The Los Angeles Office reported that from April $ to 8, I9I4.6 a so-called 
"National Win-the-Peace Conference" was held in Washington, D. C. The Southern 
California sponsors for this conference included Helen Gahagan Douglas. 


b7D 


on May 10, 19k6. thatf 


a paid informant of the Los Angeles Office^ advised 


1 He further reported that aT 


I 




This informant, advised, that the fnl 1 nwin?f 


'b7D 


b7D 


y*<j ia 


In connection with! 


Washington, D. C., as -set forth above, the Washington News carried an article 
on April 1, I9I4.6, headlined, "Twenty Congressmen Named Sponsors of Pinko Parley." 
The article stated that "Published charges that they were sponsoring a meeting 
here of a Communist front organization today put a score of Congressmen on the 
spot." Helen Gahagan Douglas was listed as a sponsor in this newspaper article. 


On March 29, I9I4.6, the Daily Worker carried an article stating that 
the mass "Win-the-Peace" lobby would visit every Senator and Representative 
in the Capitol on Monday, April 8, 19h6, according to an announcement made by 
Captain Robert T. Leicester, Executive Secretary of the Arrangements Committee 
of the Win-the-Peace Conference. This article listed Helen Gahagan Douglas as 
being one of the leading sponsors of the Winr-the-Peace Conference. 


i |a paid informant of the Washington Field Office 
information to the effect that the Student Citizens League was 
originally formed as the Young Citizens League and was originated at George 
Washington University by a group of students under the leadership of a Communist 
Party member. This informant advised that the Student Citizens League regularly 


has meetings with such persons as Congressman Hugh DeLacy, Adolph J. Sabbath and 
Helen Gahagan DouglasfjjWM 


b7D 





Memorandum for the Director 


The Army Yifeekly Intelligence Summary for the Sixth Army District, 

San Francisco, California, dated July 29, 191+6, reflected that more than 1100 
members of the Hollywood Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts., Sciences and 
Professions had registered for protests against "discrimination" shown Carlton 
Moss (a colored Communist Party sympathizer) by the Ambassador Hotel in San 
Francisco where Moss was refused elevator service. Among the protesting members 
was Helen Gahagan Douglas. 

CONTACTS WITH NEGRO GROUPS 

/' Helen Gahagan Douglas spoke at the World Youth Week Rally held in 

Carnegie Hall on March 21, 191+5. This meeting was sponsored by the American 
Youth for a Free World with Foreign Racial organizations and the Southern 
Negro Youth Congress. At this meeting she urged youth to participate in political 
action. 


On April 7, 191+5, the Washington Afro-American announced the opening of 
a campaign by the National Council of Negro women to raise $55*000 to expand its 
program. This campaign was to be headed by Mr. Daisey Lampkin of Pittsburgh * : - 
aid Helen Gahagan Douglas. 


From a technical surveillance maintained on Max Yergan of New York 
City it was ascertained on April 9* 191+5* that Ajidley Morse, who is a-Negro 
'Communist and an active key figure, organized a Committee for Ethiopia with 
Dr. If. J. Schieffelin, Vice Chairman of the Council on American Affairs. They 
decided that the Chairman was to be Channing Tobias of New York City and .a. ~ % 

committee should be composed which would include Helen Gahagan Douglas .Q<£/ U* ) 

Helen Gahagan Douglas accompanied Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt and Congress¬ 
man John M. Coffee at the Anniversary celebration of the Labor Canteen sponsored 
hy th<=> Tndnatrial Urn nn Hnrmr.i 1 nf VJas hington. ^This information was supplied ;b 7 D 
by linformant on February 19* 19l+5«®^y (U) 

From the Director of Intelligence, Weekly Intelligence Report dated 
June 2, 191+5* it was ascertained that Helen Gahagan Douglas spoke at a mass 
meeting on June 1, 191+5* at the Anbury Methodist Church, 11th and K Streets, 

N.W., Washington, D. C., which was to mark the official opening of the $55,000 
campaign on the National Council of Negro Women. This meeting was also spon¬ 
sored by the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People. 


' m the Congress View, official publication of the National Negro 
Congress for June, 191+5* Helen Gahagan Douglas launched an appeal with Congress¬ 
man Adam Clayton Powell, Jr., with others, which was to be sent to.President 
Truman and Secretary of War Stimson, urging that the Administration extend 
further the policy of integrating Negro troops in combat units so as to 
guarantee the right for all men to serve their country unhampered by re¬ 
striction of race, color or creed. 
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In the Weekly Intelligence Summary of the Ninth Service Command for 
September 8, 19b$) a report is set out in which the Negro press quotes Helen 
Gahagan Douglas as stating there is no Negro problem but only a White problem 
which must be solved by the Whites and as recommending that Negroes should 
think and figure for the vrelfare of all peoples rather than for themselves 
alone. 

The Weekly Intelligence Summary covering the District of Columbia 
on November 2, ±9k5, stated that Helen Gahagan Douglas was one of the speakers 
at a regular weekly meeting of the National Council of Negro Women. Congress- 
woman Douglas discussed pending legislation by which the Negro Press would 
benefit and added that Negroes would suffer if mass unemployment followed 
reconversion. . 

The Washington Field Office advised that Congress View, an official 
publication of the National .Negro Congress, contained an article in its June, 
lVhS issue entitled, "For Military Equality." This article stated that almost 
300 civic, government, labor, religious, educational and fraternal leaders, 
negro and white, had already responded to an appeal frcm Congressman Adam 
Clayton Powell, Jr., Congresswoman Helen Gahagan Douglas, Mrs. Mary McLeod 
Bethune, Henrietta Buckmaster, Reverend Stephen Hi Fritcbman, Lewis Merrill 
and Max Yergan to endorse a statement to president Truman and War Secretary 
Stimson, urging that the administration extend further the policy of integrating 
Negro troops in combat units so as to guarantee the right for all men to serve 
the country unhampered by restrictions of race, color or creed. 

The Army Weekly Summary of Intelligence Information, Second Service 
Command, Governors Island, New York, New York, dated February h f I9I4.6, contained 
information to the effect that the "Journal and Guide" had reported that . 
Representative Helen Gahagan Douglas refuted the alleged slurs on colored troops 
made in and out of Congress by, .citing on the floor of the House that their 
accomplishments in the war had been achieved "under handicaps that did not have • 
to be overcome by most of their white fellow citizens." 

• The Army Weekly Intelligence Summary for the Third Service Command, 
Baltimore, Maryland, dated February 21, I9I4.6, contained information to the effect 
that Helen Gahagan Douglas spoke before an audience of approximately 2S>00 persons 
one-third of whom were Negroes, at Norfolk, Virginia, which address was sponsored 
by the Women's Council on Interracial Cooperation. She stated that the equality 
of man is the basis of freedom and urged the colored people of the South to band 
together and abolish the poll tax. She continued by saying that although the 
shooting war is over the war being fought at home and in communities has not 
stopped. 
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In connection with the above speech, f 

informant of the Norfolk Office, made available to the Norfolk Office a letter 
dated February 17, 19li6, addressed to “Dear Marge” (alias of Alice Burke, b7D 

head of the Communist Party for the State of Virginia) from “Joe'} (Joseph E. 

Baron, head of the Communist Party in Norfolk, Virginia). In* this letter Baron 
indicated that political organizations were becoming increasingly active in the 
Norfolk area, stating that he had just come home from attending a meeting sponsored 
by the 'Women's Council for Interracial Cooperation at which Helen Gahagan Douglas 
spoke* He expressed his enthusiasm over this meeting, stating that it was 
excellently arranged and well attended. He pointed out that activities in 
Norfolk are bursting along political lines with talk of a third party shaping up 
among the AF of L and more church members about to come in (to the NorMk Yfomen.ls 
Council for Interracial Cooperation). This same informant advised that from the 
foregoing letter it would appear that the Norfolk Women's Council for Interracial 
Cooperation was formed to further the social, political and economic aims of the 
Communist Party. (JfcQfU ) 

On June 26, 19k& the Washington Post carried an article headlined 
"Representative Douglas Hits Congress Before NAACP." This article declared 
that Helen Gahagan Douglas had poured oratorical hot coals on the heads of her 
Congressional colleagues in a fiery message to the Annual Conference of the 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People. She declared, 

"It is a Congress that labored five months — and turned the'clock forward 
in the District of Columbia one hour, and turned the clock back on government 
one generation." The article stated that she declared that the present 
leadership in Congress "goosesteps" to "the dictates of- the National Association 
of Manufacturers' "High 'Command" and is responsible for the dekajr in Federal 
aid to education, the Presidents health.program, the building of homes, the 
anti-lynch bill. Federal anti-poll tax legislation and FEPC. The article 
continued by reporting that Douglas had declared the Eightieth Congress had 
"put in jeopardy the economic health of the Nation" and warned: 31 An economic 
slump will come down on the Negro people like a ton of bricks for they are 
among the first to be discriminated against." 

In commenting on the anti-lynch bill the article quoted Mrs. Douglas 
as having said "justice would have been done in the recent mass lynch trial at 
Greenville, South Carolina, if such a lav/ had been on the Statute Books." The 
trial, she continued, would have been held-in Federal Court and the Jury would 
have been drawn from the entire State of South Carolina and would have been 
free from the pressures of the immediate community* ’ 

On January 28, 19k6, the Daily Worker carried an article regarding 
the shipment of food to the African Food Fund in Cape Town, South Africa by 
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the Council on African Affairs., The article stated thab the campaign was being 
carried forward on a nationwide basis under auspiqes of a Sponsors Committee 
for South. African Famine Relief. The Sponsors Committee for South African 
Relief as listed on a leaflet published by the Council on African Affairs 
included the name of Helen Gahagan Douglas. 

ATTITUDE OF HARRY BRIDGES AND JOHN WILLIAMSON 
TOWARD HELEN GAHAGAN DOUGLAS 


, Harry Bridges, head of the West Coast Longshoremen's Union, on 
November 6, 19k%, engaged in a telephonic conversation with Edwin S. Smith, 
Executive Director of the National Council of American Soviet Friendship, Inc. 
Bridges opened the discussion by stating he was looking for some information 
concerning the appearance of Helen Gahagan Douglas as a speaker at the Anniver¬ 
sary of the National Council to be held in New York on November 18th. (U) 

Bridges advised that Douglas "was not so hot" and that she is watch¬ 
ing her step because it was within his power to determine whether she remained 
in office. Bridges stated that he felt Congresswoman Douglas to be unscrupulous 
and cited an incident during the Rankin investigation of the Hollywood motion 
picture industry strike. On this occasion, he Went to her.$- and told her to take 
the lead against the Rankin Committee. • Bridges stated that he knew Douglas 
would not assume the lead against Rankin because she formerly permitted the old 
Dies Committee to use her home as a meeting place and he felt that she had 
always been more or less a spy for the Dies Committee. Bridges felt that 
Douglas was biding her time and was tied up closely with Mrs. Roosevelt 


According to Bridges, Mrs. Douglas "was going all the way down the line 
in Washington because he had spread the word that if she did not cooperate she 
would be defeated for re-election in 1916. Bridges characterized Douglas as 
a deliberate ideological Red-baiter and so unscrupulous that he would not trust 
her. Bridges also felt that Douglas was working to obtain political control 
in California and, if possible, iri Hollywood, and was also associated behind the 
scenes with Bubinsky. This reference to Dubinsky was not clarified beyond the 
statement dDove^^fy) 

With reference to representative Douglas’ record in the House' of 
Representatives, Bridges felt Douglas was doing all within her power on the 
issues she .had taken up but that she could not be trusted.j^^j’ ^ 

In response to this information, [smi th advised Bridges that Mrs. 

Douglas had been chcsen as a speaker because of her activity in the past on y 

behalf of Russian War Relief and because he did not know there was any suspicinrjQ^vU) 
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{concerning her activities. He further stated that he had written the speech 
which Mrs. Douglas was to give and at the request of Bridges, would try to 
insert criticism of the Rankin Committee as an enemy of Soviet American 
Friendship. This information was supplied to the Bureau by means of a 
technical surveillance on the National Council of American Soviet Friendship, 

ln S?0 ( u ) 


it was ascertained from this same source of information that the 
following speakers would appear at the evening program of the Cultural 
Conference in addition to Helen Gahagan Douglas: 



Edwin ;S. Smith, Director of the National Council for 
American Soviet Friendship. 

Charles J. Child, Division of Cultural Cooperation, 

■ Department of State. 

i Honorable Pavel P. Mikhailov, Acting Consul General of thej 
! USSR. 

Dr. Serge Koussevitzky 
Margaret JTebster 
|Dr», Arthur Upham Pope 


(%) (.<*/ 


J 


During the course of Helen Gahagan Douglas 1 speech, she mentioned the 
importance of artists in the world scene and also mentioned that the scientists 
were taken out of seclusion as a result of the atomic bomb. She saw no reason 
why the secret of the atomic bomb should not be shared with the strong Russian 
ally. She spoke very strongly about the reactionary forces in this country 
which were trying so desperately to sever United States - Soviet Unity. Douglas 
said that she hoped this conference would be the first of many to establish 
stronger bonds of friendship between the two great powers. The evening session 
was attended by approximately 2000 people. 
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Through the assistance of Harry Beckett, Manager of the Clark 
Hotel, Los Angeles, Agents ■were, able to cover a room occupied by John 
Williamson of the Communist Party, at which time he discussed Helen Gahagan 
Douglas* successful campaign to Congress from the llj.th Congressional 
District. Williamson, who is a member of the National Board, National 
Committee, and the Four-Man Secretariat of the Communist Party, stated that 
he did not even want, to discuss Helen Gahagan Douglas' successful campaign 
because he heard she has friends among the Trotskyites. Willi amson 
specifically stated he did not like the fact that Philip M. Connelly, who 
is the Secretary of the Los Angeles Industrial Union Council, CIO, had 
mentioned her because of these Trotskyite affiliations. 


ACTIVITIES RELATING TO THE ATOMIC BOMB 


(Si October 30, 19UE>, Thomas Connor, Communist from the State of 
Wisconsin, said that Helen Gahagan Douglas had done good work in Congress 
relative to the releasing of the atomic bomb to the United Nations. Connor 
made this statement to Josephine Nordstand, Executive Secretary of the 
Wisconsin State Conference on Social-Legislation. This information was 
obtained as a result of a technical surveillance maintained on the Wisconsin 
Social Legislation group.( jJlX M 


^ _| a .paid informant of the New York Field 

Division, attended the Sunday Evening session of the National Council of 
American Soviet Friendship Convention of November 18, She reported 

that Helen Gahagan Douglas was well received by a large audience and that 
she discussed the sharing of the atomic bomb secret with Russia. Helen 
Gahagan Douglas spoke in favor of giving the bomb to Russia. She also con- 
plained of reactionary forces which were attempting to break up Soviet 
American friendship but she did not identify these forces^Js^'^ 

- -. (I t echnical surveillance on Charles Recht, who is the attorney 
for the Soviet interests in the United States and a cl^sgg^ontact of Soviet 
diplomatic officials, expressed jubilance when he he ardfl treat Helen Gahagan 
Douglas was to speak at the National Conference on Atomic Energy on the sub¬ 
ject "Who Should Control the Atomic Bomb. 1 '* This conference was to be held 
on November 27, 1&51^2Q (y) 


On December 10, 1 9h$j Mr. Burton, Chief Investigator for the House 
Military Affairs Committee, told Mr. Mumford, of'this Bureau, that Helen 
Gahagan Douglas had presented a petition signed by 132 scientists who wanted 
internationalization of the atomic bomb. He advised that because of "her 
background" he had the names of these scientists checked through the Dies 
reports and found that twenty of them appearing on the list have Communist 
affiliations. 


— 
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Helen Gahagan Douglas was scheduled to appear as a speaker at a 
meeting to-be held on December 12, 1$>1£, at the Hollywood motion picture 
stadium. This meeting was sponsored by the Hollywood Independent Citizens 
Committee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions and had as its purpose a 
plan to apply pressure to the United States to share the- atomic bom}msd±h 

"Dn — •_ O _t • . _ _ . 


r - pj-cocuic ou uiuuea suaues wo snare une-atomic bon 

Russ i a. — This , information was received on December 12, 19k$, from| 

I rtlielw i -P-? ^ ^ “1 ^ J _ i _ 3 i _ i « i •— 


_ previously identified, who also advised* that"the above- 

organization had affiliated itself with Communist efforts on other occasions 
when it joined forces with such organizations as Mobilization for Democracy. 
American Youth for Democracy, and the like.C&A L{ 


The Pittsburgh Office advised that the December 12, 19k 5 issue of the 
Narodni Glasnik-,(The National Herald), a Communist line Croatian language 
newspaper, carried an article concerning the report of a- representative of the 
Central Council of Croatian Women to the Emergency Conference for Jobs and 
Security held in Washington December 7, 19U5. This article stated that there 
were more than 200 organizations represented at this conference, comprising 
practically all classes of people of the national groups and labor unions, 
farmers, youths, negroes, religious, professional, commerical,. medical, female 
groups, and Federated Atomic Scientists. According to this article, there were 
three mam topics .discussed: Atomic Energy, Economic Problems and Civil Rights. 
Dr. Julian Huxley, London scientist} and Helen Gahagan Douglas spoke on the 
subject of Atomic Energy. Both described the terrible danger to the world if 
the unity we wanted to achieve in the last war is not realized. • 


b7D 


ACTIVITIES OF MELVIN DOUGLAS 


On March 2$, 1&6, Lieutenant Colonel William J. Morrissey, Military 
Intelligence, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, advised the Philadelphia Office that a 
meeting on atomic legislation was held in the auditorium of Town Hall, Philadelphia 
Pennsylvania, under the auspices of the United Nations Council of Philadelphia * 
in conjunction with the Association of Philadelphia Scientists, Physics Depart¬ 
ment, University of Pennsylvania. The purpose of the meeting was to acquaint 
the public with the facts concerning atomic energy and why it should be con¬ 
trolled by civilians and not the Military. One of the speakers at this meeting 
was Melvyn Douglas who was introduced as a member of the Independent Citizens 
•Committee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions, and husband of Helen Gahagan 
Douglas, m his remarks to the group Douglas stated that he spoke as a citizen 
who had an instinctive desire to know that his children would have a better place 
to live, and he also spoke as a veteran, and as such, was vitally interested 
in keeping the peace. He stated that Military control of atomic energy was not 
to be desired and that all effort should be made to return it to civilian 
control. 
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In the latter part of March, 19U6, Melvyn Douglas was at Philadelphia. 
Pennsylvania as producer of the theatrical show "Call Me Mister, 1 ' publicity for 
which show was handled by Madeline Blitzstein, a member of the Professional 
Section of the Communist Party, District No. 3, and prominent in the organiza- 
SJ t ? e , Pennsylvania Regional Chapter of the Independent Citizens 
•+* the krts > Sciences and professions. During his stay in Philadelphia 
S k ,, ^ rar ^^ d ap ? earance at various meetings were arranged for the most 
p by Madeline Blitzstein. she also acted as a ghost writer for Douglas for an 
article which he contributed to the “New Republic." 


, +b received py f technical surveillance on Milton Leof 

f , h ® Philadelphia Office April 8 , 19^6, to the effect that Madeline Blitzstein 
stated that she had looked up Melvyn Douglas "in the files" and he is nothing but 
Red, Red, Red." She then commented that she thought this fact was wonderful. ' 

Ljp 3 ” D ° UglaS 13 ba0klng the Spanish Committee and 



MISCELLANEOUS 


Our San Diego Office advised on December 21, 1^0, that information had 
been received from Major General R. H. VanDeman that John C. Packard, who at one 
time was a.member of the Socialist Party and was closely associated with the 
American Civil Liberties Union, was being considered for the appointment as United 
States Attorney for the Southern District of California, Los Angeles, California. 

connection, it was stated that Helen Gahagan (Mrs. Melvyn Douglas) was in 
Washington, D. C., and that one of the purposes of her visit was in behalf of 
John C. Packard. 

. According to an unidentified, newspaper article, datelined New York on 

April 19 , 1941, an organization known as "Fight For Freedom Committee" had been 
organized. The article stated that the organization claimed a "key membership of 
more than 200 men and women headed by Episcopal Bishop Henry yf. Hobson of 
Cincinnati and Senator Carter Glass of Virginia. The article quoted the belief 
of the key committee as follows: "That the time has come for the vigorous use of 
our full resources. Y/e must win the battle of production. We must use our 
snipping, our Navy, and our air force to help safeguard the transportation of 
vital supplies across the ocean. I/e must throw our full weight now into the 

fight for freedom, knowing that if this means war, it also means the surest and 
swiftest road to peace." 

Among many sponsors of the group set out in the newspaper article were: 
Joseph P. Lash, General Secretary of the International Students' Servicej Colonel 






CONFi 



1AL 


Memorandum for the Director 


‘ Donova ^ New Yo ^ k Attorney; J. Franklin Carter, Journalist; Dr. L. M. 
Newark’publisher 1 ty ' ° f th ® Friends of Democracy, and Marshall Field, 

A The New J ork Fost for April 28, I9hl, carried a complete list of sponsors 

An r? g ,r h0m was Helen Gaha § an of Hollywood. Other information 

' tt^+ J c+ 1 ^ dlCat f S thS stated P^Pose of this organization was to have 
the United states enter the war, and it was said the Committee dissolved approximatelv 
one week after entry of the United States into the war. ' ™ y 

• j The publication, San Francisco Call Bulletin, dated August 16. 19iil 
carried an.article calling attention to the fact that Mr. CharlesR. Page, 

Regional Civilian Defense Director for that district, had opened quarters at 221 ■ 
Sansome Street, San ^ancisco. It was stated that a'meeting was held on M^ust 3 
organization of the voluntary participation committee for that area 
and in attendance were Miss Helen Gahagai of Los Angeles: Dr. Aurelia Henrv - ' 

President of Mills College; Raymond W. Gill, President of Oregon 

S +L Gra Sf e \ and 5?!,! J0hn Doettinger, daughter of President Roosevelt and wife 
of the publisher of the Seattle Post Intelligencer. . ' . 




According to a piece of literature obtained by 
of the^ Chicago Office, in January, 19^3, Helen Gahagan Douglas, among’ others'"was 


an informant- 


scheduled to speak at a meeting to be held on 1^0^^^^,!^^ 

ind±Ltfd G +h r f e +I* NorriS > f o;raier Senator from Nebraska. This piece of literature 
indicated that the organization styled ‘'Union for Democratic Action" was the 

t£+ S +h-i° f i S U ? dertak f ng * Xt was stated b y informants of the Chicago Office 
that this particular meeting was advertised by the Communist Party. The organiza- 

DarticuT^l f ? r ' Democratic Action", according to information in our files, was one 
} ?- nt ® rest ® d ln seein g that the national legislative branch passed 
a+S 11 ^ w ° uld aid ln war effort. The organization has violently 

attacked a number of anti-Administration Congressmen and citizens and was said to 
be composed of individuals described as "liberals" 

Helen Gahagan Douglas in an MID report dated February 9, 19U was 
listed as a sponsor and member of the Executive Board of the organization known as 
Southern California Committee for Federal Union. The organization at that time 
S ^ ked *° ] b e .^active. The Southern. California Committee for Federal Union 
was affiliated with the national group known as Federal Union, Inc., an organiza¬ 
tion whose purpose was to band together world democracies to maintain peace. 

Fe eral Union, Inc. is better known as Union Nov/, and the principles of this 
organization are based on a book by Clarence K. Streit, President, which visualizes 

iifluinced Vernment * Th<3re ±S n ° Specific indication that "this group is Communist 
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_furnished b7D 

a report issued by the National Council for a permanent FEPC dated February 20, 
and on this report Helen Gahagan Doublas was listed as a sponsor in the 
House of Representatives \/\ 
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The Daily Worker for March 8, 19k5, carried-an article that Mrs. Helen 
Gahagan Douglas would appear as a speaker at the CIO World Unity Rally to ,be held 
during the following week at Madison Square Garden, New York. 

| R. Hart Phillips, a special correspondent for the New York Times, 

' carried Helen Gahagan Douglas in a report written by him on April 1, 19l|.5>, in the 
New York Times, as an opportunist who uses the Communists and who is used by 
them in Congress. 

On July ll;, 19k% } the Daily Worker carried an article reflecting that 
Representative John S. Wood',. Chairman of the Plouse Committee on Un-American 
Activities, told a group of Representatives led by Helen Gahagan Douglas that 
he would not conduct a witch hunt and he would not countenance Rankin tactics. 

The Daily Worker on December 29, 19i£, page 11, stated that Helen Gahagan 
Douglas was backing the bill introduced in Congress by Representative Celler of 
New York to prohibit the Alien Property-Custodian frcm releasing any of the 1,1^0 
German and Australian pictures released here during the war. The article quotes 
her as saying it was far more dangerous to show these films today than during 
the war. she stated also, "When Pearl Harbor came Nazi groups in this country 
shut up but now they are beginning their program again." 

The Office of Strategic Services, Foreign Nationalities Branch, re¬ 
ported in their news notes, dated July 17, 191)5, that a representative of the 
American Zionist Emergency Council told a member of the Office of Strategic 
Services that a letter carrying the signatures of 266 House members and $k 
Sehators circulated by the pro-Zionist American Christian Palestine Committee 
in agreement with the Emergency Council was submitted to President Truman before 
he went to Europe. This letter appealed to President Truman to act now in an 
effort to open Palestine to unrestricted Jewish immigration. It was not given 
publicity by the President. 

The sponsors were Robert F. Wagner of New York - Senator; Robert 
A. Taft of Ohio - Senator; and Helen Gahagan Douglas - Representative. 

Helen Gahagan Douglas was also mentioned as National Secretary of the American 
Christian Palestine Committee. 

Mr. James Mclnerney of the Criminal Division, advised Special Agent 
J. P. Coyne on October 17, 19U5* that recently several prominent people from 
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the "Hill", including Congresswoman Helen Gahagan Douglas, had called upon 
the Attorney General for the apparent purpose of exerting, pressure upon him 
in order that the case against Alice Folb Orans might be dismissed. 

As will be recalled, the facts in the Alice Folb Orans case were 
presented to a Federal Grand Jury at Los Angeles and an indictment was re¬ 
turned on June 20, 19h%> charging her with falsely claiming citizenship and 
the indictment against Alice Orans was dismissed on October 8, 191)5, upon 
motion of the United States Attorney'at Los Angeles, California. Alice 
Orans is a member of the Communist Party and an active functionary of the 
Political Action Committee in California. 

The Weekly Intelligence Summaiy of tlie First Service Command for the 
week of November 23, l?l£, reported a talk by Helen Gahagan Douglas in Boston 
in which she attacked people who preach fear of Russia, saying that they do 
not-have confidence in Democratic processes and dread the thought of economic 
competition from Russiaj also, that fear can only be overcome by proving 
that our Government is right and by making it work in terms of jobs for all. 

Congresswoman Douglas was scheduled to be one of the speakers in a 
series of lectures sponsored by the Detroit Federation of Teachers, Local 231, 
A.P*. of L. This series of lectures was to begin on October 26, 19U6, and was 
to be held at the main auditorium of the Detroit Institute of Arts. The series 
of lectures was to be entitled "Interpretation, Please." It was not stated 
what particular topic Congresswoman Douglas would handle. 


On March 9, 19i|6, an article appeared in the Chicago Defender to the 
effect that Mrs.. Mary McLeod Bethune, president of the National .Council of Negro 
Women had announced the selection of 12 Women of the year as .a result of a poll 
of an -Awards Committee which considered the contributions of over sixty ■women 
for this particular recognition. One of the 12-women so honored was Helen 
Gahagan Douglas. 


"The German /imerican" dated at New York u ctober 15, 19U6, stated that 
the German American Labor Council recommended certain candidates in Congressional 
and gubernatorial contests. It stated that these recommendations were based on 
the following considerations: 

t 

1. - The candidate's past record in legislative capacities. 

2. The attitude of labor organizations toward the candidates. 

The article listed Helen Gahagan Douglas as being recommended as a 
candidate in California. 
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The Washington Times Herald on May 10, 191;7 carried an article head¬ 
lined, "Coroie 'Vets* Get Pat on Back from Pepper. 11 The article 1 stated that 1;00 
hammer and sickle patriots attended a two-day encampment of Communist "Veterans” 
in Washington and left with the blessings of Senator Pepper of Florida and 
Representative Helen Gahagan Douglas, pink-cheeked Hollywood,politician. Mrs. 
Douglas was quoted as telling this group, "You don't have to ask my support be¬ 
cause I am very much in agreement with youj this is the worst Congress in American’ 
history." 


The San Francisco Office through a microphone surveillance on the 
■Communist Party Headquarters in San Francisco obtained the following summary of 
the pertinent remarks of William Schneiderman to the State Secretariat of the 
Communist Party of California at a meeting at Party Headquarters in San Frai cisco 
on June 10, 19U,7 on the problem of starting the movement for a "Third Party" 
in California;^£<J)(U) 


"As a result of the statement of James Roosevelt criticizing the 
.'Truman Doctrine,>* a widespread impression has been created that Roosevelt 
is playing ball with the Wallace forces. I ■ think the statement was 
merely a clever maneuver to permit Roosevelt to get control of a 
delegation pledged to Wallace at the National^Democratic Convention, 
which would be switched to Truman after one or two ballots 

"This maneuver is very dangerous to our Objectives. We are 
past the point v/here we can welcome any criticism of the Truman 
Doctrine for its own sake. This maneuver has forced us to move 
immediately to form a Wallace delegation in the Democratic Party. 
Otherwise, the 'Americans for Democratic Action' line will become the 
line of the progressive democrats. The ADA will b e dictating the 
policy instead of us. The ADA line is not a real fundamental criticism 
of the Truman Doctrine, just a criticism of its by-passing of the UN. 

This is no better than Vandenberg's position. I think it is merely 
high-powered strategy to deflect criticism of the Truman Doctrine for 
the moment so that it can later be qhanged and rechanneled into whole¬ 
hearted support for the President 


"With the idea of moving as soon as possible on creating this 
Wallace delegation, Nemmie Sparks and I saw Robert Kenny in Los - 
Angeles on June 9» He agreed with this general proposal but said he 
would have to get clearance from Wallace' s advisers in New York. He 
said he would call New York and try to get it (U) 


"Kenny wants to start by lining up a committee of five persons 
to aid the Democratic Party movement for Wallace.in this state, and 
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" he wants to invite James Roosevelt to participate. Nemmie and I tried 
to argue him out of this and promised him help from the FCA to get a 
conference of the State Democratic Central Committee members called 
within the next two or three weeks. (Schneiderman didn 1 1 say if Kenny 
agreed to this proposal. (|J) 

"The most immediate threat to our position right now is that 
Helen Douglas vri.ll get to Wallace and persuade him to drop Kenny. 

That is why I'm against this maneuver of forming a committee of 
five as proposed by Kenny. Kenny has led us into a swamp before 
and we can’t afford to get bogged down this time and watch James 
Roosevelt and the ADA take over.fe£^£((j) 

"We haven't got the strength to smoke Jimmie Ro os eye It out 
and show that his leanings toward Wallace are a fake 

"I got no place with the. L. A. comrades on the question of who 
should call the labor progressive conference to start the third 
party movement rolling. The L. A. comrades are very leery of the 
State Legislative Conference which is much weaker and more narrow in 
scope in their area than in Northern California. They want to set up 
a 'Committee for_ I 9 J 4 . 8 ' to call for a third party but I think it would 
/ be impractical. ^ 


"We will use the legislative conference for this purpose if it 
is at all possible. Yfe will find out whether or not it can be done 
when the full committee of the conference meets-on June l£. Our 
recommendation will be to call a conference within sixty days for t his 
purpose. If that fails, we will then have to fall back on this 
"Committee for 1?U8. 


On October 31, I 9 I 4.6 the Department of Justice was advised that our 
Los Angeles Office had been furnished the following information by Mr. James 
Carter, United States Attorney at Los Angeles, California. Mr. Carter stated 
that Helen Gahagan Douglas, a candidate for Congressional re-election, turned 
over to him a printed handbill which read as follows: 

"Mrs. Congresswoman, the people of the Fourteenth District are 
entitled to know, why did you make a secret trip to Moscow last year, 
why did you visit the Kremlin, what did you talk about with the leaders 
of the Soviet Union. Was it about some of the matters that confronted 
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“the people of your district, like homes for veterans, shortage of meat, 
housing, the gouging by blackmarketeers, for which up to this time 
your record reveals youfve done nothing. Was it on that trip that Marshal 
Stalin named you the glamour girl, and in your endeavoring to glorify 
that title you found it necessary to make frequent trips away from 
Washington attending political and social functions of Joe's friends, 
as a result of which you have one of the highest records of missing 
roll calls during one of the most trying periods in our country's 
history. Isn't it a fact that in the recent tideland contest, in which 
this district and California are so vitally interested, and which means 
so much to the taxpayers, you supported the Federal Government against 
California, which will deprive the -California taxpayers of the benefits. 
Where were you when other members of Congress were speaking out against 
the cruel persecution of religious- leaders, when Jugoslavia sentenced 
the Archbishop of the Catholic Church to sixteen years in prison after 
a mock trial, were you afraid it might offend your friends in the Kremlin, 
if you spoke out against it. Why cfrdn't you speak out against the brutal 
murder of the five defenseless American airmen by the Yugoslavs, that too 
might offend Joe. By your silence, you approve the unwarranted and vicious 
attacks by the demagogues Bilbo and Rankin of - Mississippi upon minority 
groups, designed to foster racial and religious hatred. You are supposed 
to represent a district which is largely comprised in its population of 
so-called minority groups, and yet you do or say nothing when these 
groups are attacked on the floor of Congress for the edification of 
the bigots and demagogues. This.-district wants a Representative in 
Congress who can deal fairly with all the problems on an American basis, 
without prejudice, without discrimination, and without Moscow and the 
Kremlin." 


This handbill was signed "Fourteenth District League for the 
Preservation of- the American Way of Life." Mr. Carter stated that, the 
circulation of this handbill was possibly a violation of Public Law $ kk , which 
provides that the names of the officers of an association responsible for such 
handbills must be named thereon. Mr. Carter requested the Los Angeles Office to 
conduct an investigation into this matter. By letter dated November 12,’ I 9 I 4 . 6 , 
Theron L. Caudle, Assistant Attorney General, advised that this Bureau should 
work in close cooperation with U. S. Attorney Carter at Los Angeles who requested 
the investigation in this matter and furnish him copies of our reports. 

The Los .Angeles Office conducted an investigation which reflected that 
there was no such organization as the "Fourteenth District League for the 
Preservation of the American Way of Life." It was ascertained that the K. and 
D. Press in Los Angeles printed 75,000 of these pamphlets on October 22 and 23, 
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and that the A-l Distributing Gompany distributed these pamphlets prior to 
the October 19l|.6 elections. The K. and D. Press and the A-l Distributing 
Company claimed to have been paid in cash for their work and stated they did not 
knew the name of the person who requested them to do this work. Information was 
received by the Los Angeles Office to the effect that Richard Newton, Secretary 
of the Los Angeles County Republican Committee, delivered at least 1,000 of these 
pamphlets to the Republican Campaign Headquarters in Los Angeles on November ij., 
191+6. Newton denied that this delivery was made. 

By letter dated'April 3, 19^7, the Los Angeles Office advised that 
U. S. Attorney James M.= Carter had stated that he had not as yet had an opportunity 
to take up this case with his Assistant, Mr. Tolin, and that no decision had 
been reached as to whether an indictment would be sought in this ease. 

No additional information has been received by the Bureau up to the 
present time concerning the status of this case. 
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V ■' \ . The October 30, 1948. issue of the Daily People's .World carried an y 1 

■ ■ article; on .page 1 setting- forth the.fact that^SipiEYIdDQRE,, .District Chairman YY Y 
y of the ■ Independent , frogressive*-Party, who. had withdrawn- from the. Congressional : 

. race several'%eeks ago ,±A t favor- of ' the above individual .in the. 14th-District,; ’ /.<. 

• .**>' blasted 4 last minute campaign .being vraged ■with.. 4^•^ow.tbward^ > |fra« s .D9UGBAS ,r 
Y-, defeat. Y .-.‘Y /■ • Yf'. '/ fY./. YY yy : { ; %y Y : {'* Y 

'' : " According tb the article,\-M00RE claimed that‘unsigned printed/ \ YYxY. 

: - posters'urging' votesifor .HEMET. igwm&kGEf- .ahd : hiiaself;trer'e; ¥ bei«g- illegally- , ; 
attached to telephone poles and. pther*;’place.d- in the- ^.strict, and he atbributed 'j's v . 
r .• efforts'^to,'secure; 'SfALIACE supporters* votes- for /himself to. peoplp. sup^ortinE . > 

V- Y the';Republic^ 4/ALLAGE BRADP|;wh'o: ! ran agaifis.t 

■ ! > v '.. i j-.-Y'; " The 'articie':Btut(B'd^t|fUt 

.and the iBE‘ to‘ commence ah imniddiafe 'ihyestigati'dh'Yn.tolthie; “p.bvip'us.’ Y '•' .'•‘-■.’Yf 

Y ”' el ection fraud H V : The; files of this ; .offi r ce;,fail: to reflhdhanyinformation: .f- IX 

’’ Yre'ceived-fromrikOORE> and-mo actipnfihvbsiri-^ taken by this office.' ., ^ - ■ s: 

-Yy EpYthe Bureau's informal oh,, -the, above-named '^ongfesOT^marty'virasf 
J ’ ' the •vd-hner ; of the November 2 ,' .l9fS election.-,in'- the,‘14th‘.Di's,frict . ■ 
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HOUSE „0F -HEpSESENTATpS U. S. 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 


March 29. 1950 


Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 


The attached communication is, sub¬ 
mitted for your consideration, and 
to ask that the request made therein 
be complied with, if possible. „<•. 

If you'will advise me "of your 
action' in' the’ taatter and have the 
letter returned to me with* your 
.reply, I will appreciate it. 




U.s. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 


9—2494 
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■Los Angeles 31 Calif 
•March. 9fh 19§0v. 

;401.- N.-,Aye, 19...,.’'; 



This is to 4 cer©f$y that J Nathaniel B. Douse, do' hereby this date, give 
. ;to Hon. Helen G.. 1 Douglas or'secretary Miss Charoor:, ; to secure^ for,.me- a 
confidential record. : of past arrest, from .Dept .pf justice Washington,' D.-. 
'/ -for purpose of employment, this, summer, ’ 'f. „ />•' 


She may .also have,; as sett to. any>othbr. record, or file, of mine 
such employment, gi-ven this 9 th, day of .March 1050. A.~D. - ■, 


G. ■ A 

for ' 


; '/ y ‘Signed Nathaniel B. Douse, 




y* , 


: r 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATXO: 
TED STATES-DEPARTMENT OF-JUST 


To: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. 


.. ' 7 1950 ; • 


i'TJEOEUT. 



L.: ;' ., Transmit, the following message to: gAO^ ‘ AHGEXES 


• souse, srs-o* . • eeurteE "Mmzy 
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^ WASH 12 FROM LOS ANGELES 
^DIRECTOR URGENT 
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29 


5-57 PM 



Hr. Tolsoa -„- 

"V 4 # 

Mr. T.rriM . . „ ~ - 



Hr. NfchoTa * _ 

Mr. Recon __ m ^ rt 

Mr. !Trfcey_ 

Mr. Horho _ 

Mr, kolmont - 

Mr, Mohr - 

Tote, Room 

Mr, Noaao 

Miscs ._ - 



RE NATHAN I ELM) USE, SM-C. LAPD HAS GRAPEVINE INF. THAT DOUSE, WHO IS 
SERVING S"IXTY DAYS ON DRUNK CHARGE UNDER LAPD NO. SIX FOUR NINE SIX 
FIVE, HAS IN HIS POSSESSION LETTER ADDRESSED TO HELEN GAHAGAtMoUGLAS, 
CONGRESSWOMAN, BY THE DIRECTOR, SAYING THAT INF. HE IS GIVING H^R IS 
FOR HER OFFICIAL USE ONLY AND THEN SETS OUT A RECORD OF DOUSE-S 
COMMUNISTIC ACTIVITIES. SUTEL WHETHER ANY SUCH LETTER HAS BEEN 
WRITTEN DOUGLAS. HAVE ARRANGED FOR LAPD TO^!gTE|^INE^)N JflAY THREE 
ONE WHETHER DOUSE ACTUALLY HAS SUCH LETTER IN HIS POSSESSION AND IF 

BlfiY 311* 8 ® 


POSSIBLE TO OBTAIN IT. 
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ANDARD FORJV M. 64 ~ 


Office MemMmdum • 


SUBJECT: 


Director, FBI ' ■» k 
SAC, Los Angeles - ;• 

helee^fiajian 

INFORMATION CONCERNING 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


DATE: June 5, 1950 


^letter u? ° Ut fG F inforiaat io n Purposes inasmuch as the 

J.etter referred to below might appear in the local press, 

Ar»/»Ai»« Mrs ? HEtEN ENFIAJIAN, 944 North Western Avenue, Los 

, dv ^! ed th ® 103 Angeles Officetelephonically that she was about 
* let ^ er closed by her in rebuttal to circulars distributed by 

a group opposing the election of HELEN GAHAGA0DOUGLAS. The letter as read 
^ined complimentary statements regarding the work and p~I o? thf 

stat^mln+^ri ^^^ 1011 - t0 iu° se statem ents, the letter as read contained 
ements disapproving the use of various investigating committees by the 
State and Federal administrations, . s 7 

content o ENFIAJIAITS purpose in calling was to determine whether the 

contents of the letter as read by her was accurate and correct for publi¬ 
cation since it was her,-intention to transmit the letter for publication 
to one of the local newspapers. 

i ++ ^FIAJIAN ms advised that approval or disapproval of the 

letter as read would in substance amount to a political endorsement inasmuch 

that Sh ® had witten the letter in behalf of 
Jf^^^AN DOUGLAS and her current campaign for United States Senator. 

Mrs. HJFIAJIAN was advised that no commitment could be made by this office 
in matters involving political issues. She recognized and acknowledged the 
fact that approval of her letter would amount to an endorsement, and it was 

Srthe letter 1 * 1 * that ’ She use her own j ud S e ment regarding the disposition 

A review of the Los Angeles Office files reflected the following: 

•p-i^- 4 . j ^Neighborhood, investigation conducted by the LAPD in March 1941 . 
reflected that Mrs. HELEN ENFIAJIAN had held meetings of the American Peace 
Mobilization at her home, 944 North Western Avenue, Los Angeles. 

iToi^a AU.IF0SSF0M MIMED ■ • ^ 
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Office Memorandum • united states government • < 


TO : DIRECTOR, FBI 

= SAC, LOS ANGELES 


DATE: JUNE 6, 1950 

ALLMMffifI CONTAINED 



SUBJECT: NATHANIEL BRADI 
SECURITY MATTER' 



ruo. raw untwurun uiywij 

v^JBES ES 

y w ^Kite±iun 


mnyteil May 29 > 1950 and your teletype of the same'date captioned . 
NATHANIEj^DOUSE", SECURITY MATTER - C. ' Y 



Fofc the Bureau's information, on May 29> 1950 Deputy Chief of Police 
WILLIAM J. BRADLEY telephoned that through the. grapevine he had received the 4 

following: DOUSE, who is Los Angeles Police Department No. 64965, colored, \ 

is serving a 60-day sentence for being drunk and would be discharged June 4th. 
While he was in the main jail he organized "a group of prisoners who ran a 
crap game and sold bunks to newcomers for 50$ to 75$ each. When this was 
discovered DOUSE was transferred to Terminal Island. It was rumored that he 
had in his possession a letter addressed by J. Edgar Hoover to Congresswoman 
HELEN GAHAGAJpDOUGLAS, advising her that for her confidential information and 
official use the Bureau was enclosing DOUSE's Communist record. 

Following receipt of Bureau teletype arrangements were made, through 
Lt. JIM GLAVIS at the Los Angeles Police Department San Pedro Station to 
have a search made of DOUSE and his bunk. Resident Agent DON EDWIN RANEY was 
present and it was determined that DOUSE did not have the described letter in 
his possession. ’ 

RANEY learned that when DOUSE was segregated at the main jail because 
of his activities he had a scuffle with a guard and several items of 
correspondence which DOUSE had were torn up during this scuffle. 

‘ Agent RANEY interviewed DOUSE under pretext and DOUSE complained of 
the treatment he had received at the Los Angeles City Jaii. He said-that he 
had made an application through the War Department to receive a review of a 
discharge which he received under Article 8, stating that he was discharged 
June 18, 1943 for refusal to testify before an Army Hearing Board under 
Article 8, War Department Regulations. In order to obtain this review he had 
written the War Department, the White House, the Veterans Administration at 
Los Angeles and' the Adjutant General, Records Center, St. Louis, Missouri. He . 
.said he had explained, his case, in person to Congresswoman HELEN GAHAGAN DOUGLAS 
and had correspondence^from her relating to his case. She told him that it 
would be necessary to establish that he was not a criminal type, in order to 
have a successful review and that she would write a letter to the FBI and 
obtain his identification record for him. 

DOUSE stated that he. received a letter from HELEN GAHAGAN DOUGLAS 
while he was in the Los Angeles City Jail, enclosing his identification record, 
as obtained from the FBI and that attached to her letter was a letter from 
J. Edgar Hoover marked "Confidential" which acknowledged the letter received 

M / >. Q 
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JUNE 6, 1950 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

RE: NATHANIEL BRADLEY DOUSE 
SECURITY MATTER - C 


from DOUGLAS and enclosing a list of five arrests for DOUSE for intoxication. 

He said this was not a copy, hut was the original, and expressed apprehension 
over its destruction due to the fact that he did not believe he could obtain 
another through the offices of Mrs. DOUGLAS. DOUSE said he had intended 
attaching this letter to one of his own directed to the Veterans Administration 
in order to obtain a review of his discharge. 

DOUSE advised that during the scuffle with Sergeant W. F. COLEMAN, 
Badge No. 2956, his correspondence was badly torn and Sergeant COLEMAN tore 
it in small bits and disposed of it in a waste paper basket in the guards 
office. 

DOUSE stated that he had promised Mrs. DOUGLAS that he would 
straighten himself out after this arrest; that he had been calling all matters 
relating to negro citizens, of arrest and harassment by Police Officers, to 
the attention of Mrs. DOUGLAS. He said he had no permanent address, but 
frequented the Skid Row section of Los Angeles; that he has no place of 
employment, and that he carried all of his personal effects on his person. 

ASAC JAMES C. ELLSWORTH telephoned Officer W. F. COLEMAN at his home. 
COLEMAN said that he had already been interviewed by his superior. Captain 
STANLEY, regarding this matter; that he personally did not destroy DOUSE' 1 s 
correspondence and has no personal knowledge that it was actually destroyed. 

Captain CHARLES STANLEY advised on June 2, 1950 that he was making 
an inquiry into this matter and on June 5> 1950 telephoned that his inquiry 
indicated that the letter in question, with others, was placed in the prisoner 1 
package when he was transferred to Terminal Island, An examination of his 
package now shows that there are some letterheads of HELEN GAHAGAN DOUGLAS, 
but the body of these letters, as well as the letter from the FBI; have been 
destroyed, or, at any rate> are missing from the prisoner's package. Captain 
STANLEY said that he is making a further investigation to discover who has 
tampered with the prisoner's package-and if he learns anything further he will 
advise us. 

Since it appears that DOUSE no longer has the Bureau's letter to 
HELEN GAHAGAN DOUGLAS, this matter is being closed. 
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:e MemoMndum • 


Mr. A. H. Belmont 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 


PURPOSE: 


F. J. 


Saumgardner^^^ 51 ^ 


HELEN GAHAGAN DOUGLAS 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 


UNITED STAWiS GOVERNMENT 

DATE: July 7, 1950 / 

Tolson_ 

I Ladd_J 

^ I Clegg_ 





Jhs 


To advise you of disposition by Congresswoman Helen Gahagan Douglas_ 

o f information confidentially furnished to her by the Bur eaus “ 0 

BACKGROUND: ' 

Under date of Aprils, 1950, t he Bureau received from the Department 
a copy of a letter dated March 9, 1950. directed to Helen GahagarHDoug lSS^ i 

United States Representative, from one Nathan i.el-£j-Jtouse of Los Angeles e 

in which he requested Douglas to obtain his “confidential record, of pas t 1 

arrest” from the Dep artment_o _f. Jus.tic.e. Representative Douglas referred 
this ma t.t.flrl,n the""Department with a request for the information. 

Under date of April 4, 195 0, the Bureau^ transmitted a letter to 
Representative Douglas a dvising her that by Congressional legislation in- 
fo.rmati.on ap pearing in the j^tes of. .our-ldejatif icfjation BivisiQf Lig ' mBK 
available onlTT^ FederiT . State and local law enforcement agencies and 
Officials for their official us e. She was advised .that fQr,h er_confidenti^ 
Information Douse 1 s finger print record (FBI No. 2960190) dates back to S lI S ^ 
&Ugri^rT9Z27'liM'^^t He was arrested for intoxication on two occasion s. 
being drunk, 1 loitering, and as suspected for violation'of ihe Selective 
Service and Training Act. (32-2972-7187) EE' ,V 


SKI fgial, ^ 
STS* XT 


On Mav 2Q. I960, the Los Angeles Offi ce ad vised that the Los 
Angeles Police Department, had grapeyine i nfo r mat ibn th at Douse, who was C d 
servin‘g"si£'^^a^' g on"a.drun k_ctorge^., j had*.in^bis._pj3ssje^ipri_-a..letter 
addresseTTonHelen*Gahag^ pouglas_by_the^Dir_e.ctqr. The latter purportedly, .g Q 
slatmm^rtSecS’lS' giving Douglas information for her official gS35> 

-'use only and then set out a record of Douse's Communistic activities. , S 

Los Angeles requested verification and stated they had arranged with the *g£S r'3 
Los Angeles Police Department to determine whether Douse actually had such* 1 "*^ §T: J MJI 
letter. . •««>-* tvOi 

The Bureau by teletype reply advised Los Angeles that in answer 
to inquiry from Congresswoman Douglas, the Bureau furnished her information 
concerning Douse 1 s Identification record, advising that the contents were 
for her confidential information and that the letter included no information 
concerning Communist activities. Los Angeles was advised that the Bureau 
agreed that the letter reportedly in Douse*s possession should.be obtained 


if possible. 


LGD:IGS 


(32-2972^7254) 




RECORD®' 

mi}W 


V 








Los Angeles has now advise d th a t arrangements -were made through 
t he Los Angeles Police Department to hay,e _D,ou^ Iand.his bunk^searohe ar^An 
Agent or the los Ahgeies oxficelnras present at the time arid-it was determined 
that Douse did not have the described letter in his possession. ^ou&Twas 
ifi’Esj^ewecTTDy’lm’liger^^ . He said 

that he had made an application to receive a review of a discharge from the 
Army. He said he had explained his case to Congresswoman Helen Gahagan 
Douglas and had correspondence from her relating to his case. She told him 
that it would be necessary to establish that he was not a criminal type in 
order to have a successful review of his case and that she would write a 
' letter to the FBI and obtain his identification record for him. ’ Douse stated 
that he received a letter from Helen Gahagan Douglas while he was in the 
Los Angeles City Jail enclosing his Identification record as obtained from 
the FBI, and that attached to her letter was a letter from J. Edgar Hoover 
marked- "Confidential” which acknowledged the letter received from Douglas 
and enclosed a list of five arrests for Douse for intoxication. Douse stated 
this was not a copy but was the original and expressed apprehension over the 
fact that it was destroyed in a scuffle which he had with a guard in the Los 
Angeles Jail. Douse said he had intended attaching the letter to one of his 
own directed to the Veterans Administration in order to obtain a review of 
his discharge. Douse advised that during his scuffle with the policeman 
his correspondence was badly torn and the policeman tore it in small bits dis¬ 
posing of it in a waste basket. 

ASAC James Ellsworth of the Los Angele s Office contacted Officer 
W. F. Coleman, the policeman accused by Douse as having torn his corre¬ 
spondence. He stated that he did not destroy Douse 1 s correspondence and 
had no personal knowledge that it was actually destroyed. Captain Charles 
. Stanley of the Los Angeles Police Department made inquiry into the matter 
and stated that the letter in question with others was placed in Douse’s 
package when he was transferred to Terminal Island as a result of having 
organized a crap game and of selling bunks to new inmates. The package 
containing Douse’s correspondence showed that there were some letterheads 
of Congresswoman Helen Gahagan Douglas, but that the body of these letters, 
as well as the letter from the FBI, have been destroyed or are missing from 
the package. The Los Angeles Police Department is making a further investi¬ 
gation to discover who has tampered with Douse’s package and will advise 
our Los Angeles Office if they learn of anything further. 


It is observed that there is no information reflecting Communist 
activity on the part of Douse in the Bureau's files and that no information 
concerning Communist activities on his part was transmitted to Helen Gahagan Ja 
Douglas in the Bureau's letter of April 4, 1950. Attached hereto is the Los^. *„ 
Angeles letter of June 6, 1950, setting forth the above information which 
captioned "Nathaniel Bradley Douse, Security Matter, C." 








ACTION?: 


No further action in the Security Division. Refer this matter 
to the Identification Division which transmitted the reply to Congresswoman 
Douglas on April 4, 1950. This letter is contained in Bureau file 
32-2972-7187. 


Attachment 
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a MemoMndum • 


A 


UNITED STiWSS GOVERNMENT 


'f/W 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 


PURPOSE 


A. H. Be 
F. J. Baumgi 



date: September 20, ,1950 

I ToIson 

qM^ 

avlj 


NATHANIEL B 
INFORMATION 81 CONCERNING 


iftaaa IS KH , 


IUchols_ 

Rosen_ 

Tracy_ 

Harbo_ 

Belmont,. 
Mohr_ 


Tele, Koom_ 

Lease_ 

Gandy_ 


To advise you that a letter da ted July 2f>, 1950, at Los Angeles, 
California, and signed b y Nathanxe l'*BT‘"D6‘use"^as r efe rred r to the Bureau 
by Mr, Newel l A. Clapp, Acting Assistant Attorney General by memorandum 
date<TAugus^iS7 fc ’i9^., J "The communication from Douse w as ..addressed to . i* 
Attorney Ge neraTMcGrath, It does not appear advisable to acknowledge 
the letter from Dous’eV'"^ 


.try-.. 


DETAILS 


The letter from Douse to the Attorney General states in effect 
that Douse is seeking leadership of the "Young Democratic Negro Liberals*• 
in the^durteKith^Congressional' District of Califdrhla. He' reques ts_ a 
letter from the Department reflecting that he is not being investigated 
and that he is not and never was a Communist. The last paragraph of 
Douse*s letter requests that the Attorney General convey Douse*s confidence 
and faith to the Director. 

Bureau file 62-925U3 reflects the following informations 

On April 3, 1950, the Bureau received frorft the Department a cop; 
of a le tter dated March 9, 19 50, '"directed to Helen TjAh ageaTJougla s, United 
States' Representative from one Nathaniel B, Douse""oiHCos^^"Angelea^h which 
he re quested Douglas, to obtain his ‘'confidential record of pash*arrest" 
from”'the'Department of Justice. Representative Douglas referred the 
matter to the Department with a request for the information. 

On April h, 1950 ,.. the Bureau transmitted a letter to Representative 
Douglas in whictlshhwas advised thatYfqpHer'cpnfidential information 
r^^d'^d^fingeiprihg"^record reflected arrests for intoxication, loitering 
sncTa^suspected violator for the Selective Service and Training Act. 

On May, 29, 1950, the Los Angeles-office- advised that the Los 
Angeles Police Department had grapevin e informa tion to the effect that 
D ouse .w ho was serving , 60 days on a drunk charge had in his possession a 
letter addressed to Helen Gahagen Doug las_bythe Director, Douse was later 
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interviewed under pretext by a Bureau Agent at which time he advised that 
he^hsid_rec,eived a let ter from Hel en Gaha gen Douglas and that attached to 
her le tte r^wag'll commuhicatidn fro m ^'r Edgar Hoover" in^fced _ M C^a aantliuL>” 
Douee^'t’ateS^SiS'was‘“the original~communication from’''the^Direct6r and 
claimed that it was destroyed in a scuffle with a guard in the Los Angeles 
jail. 

RECOMMENDATION 

In view of the above information, it is recommended that the 
letter from Nathaniel B. Douse not be acknowledged. 
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“THE ATTORNEY GENERAL” 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

AUG 16 1950 


Mr. Tracy. 


Mr. Bolmont. 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. J. EDGAR HOOVER. DIRECTOR. 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Re: Communication from Mr. Nathaniel B. Douse, 

ltd N. Avenue, 19, Los Angeles 31, ' 

California, dated July 25, 1950, addressed y 
to the Attorney General. 


There is attached hereto a letter from the 
subject party, regarding a matter which appears 
to come within the province of your Bureau 


Tele. Boon —-— 

XSr. Meass ■ _- 

Miss 




—" n h 

l!RV 


/ Newell A. Clapp . A, 
le^ing Assistant Attorney General * 
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October SO, 1950. 



Mr* ;E* D^ffifraton \ 

5907 Echo Street ; v *’>> 
Los Angeles 42, California 


dear Mr* Craton: 






- I wish to acknowledge your communication of 

October 11, 1950, transmitting*an item that appeared, in 
one of the local papers in Los Angeles* 


, . - - ■ I have made'it. a practice over the years to- 

not inject myself : into political campaigns or .into '' • 
anything that approaches the matter of politics* 
response to your specific inquiry, < homevef, Mrs* - ■ 
Douglas has never spoken to me at. any time on tho matter 
of anti^subversive legislation*. As a Mutter of fact* X 
do not make , any poimsht on legislative maiterst,. 


Sincerely yours, v- 






■$>»« CMsvfe 


<fc 7>£. ■} 




'T^Ur 'yn 


WBBSSBfc. 
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'-J2~ <= yr ^ 
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r?-fi-/> ^7 ^-/^ V i 
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Office of Director 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Oct. 11th 1950 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, etc. 
Dear Mr. Hoover: 


Mr. Tolson_ 

Mr. L^add,_^ 

Mr. Clegg_ 

Mr. Glavin ^ 

Mr. Ni choiS 

Mr. Rosen , 1 

Mr. Tracy_ 

Mr. Harbo_ 

- 

Mr. Belmont 


__ Mr. Jones_ 

*- * r ^A^reader of the Old Mr. Mohr_ 

Age pension paper had this Tele. Room_ 

clipping and asked me, what aboulMr. Nease_ 

this. It sounded to me very bad. Miss Holmes__j— 
I phoned a responsible authority Miss Gandy— -JL — 

and they said, as I also thought, - 

that it should go to you immediately. 

As it definitely makes this woman's 
Communistic voting record at Washington. 

Due to your advice and consultation. And this 
we believe to be absolutely false. 


(Attachment) 


COPY mpdyO 


E. B.^Craton 
5907 Echo St. 

Los Angeles 42, Calif. 
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M^vrtlp Vir. 11 intY 4 c The True Record Can Be 

iviyme Williams rohrifinKBr.Mies 


[Mother nature sighs, "Oh dear, 
^ Everything J have looks old! 
must order from October 
My fall wardrobe> brown and 
Gold.—Anonymous 

iln her valiant and courageous 
pmpaign for the United States 
enate Helen Gahagan Douglas 
as been passing through the 
Ime/hot fires of smear and smirk 
l ^f ere kindled to consume our 
rganization, its leaders and its 
pends at this time last year. 
JSome, obviously very n sincere 
prsons, blowing the “cup Of 
pld water'* which I recently ex- 
ended to her, hastened to send 
me clipping^ 
from the edi t 
torial pages of] 
various newi**; 
P a P ers to conn 
vince 
Mrs. 



me that!] 
Douglas, 


^ not an out- 
ri g h t Comma-' 
nist has fol- 






lowed the 
‘*Communist| 
, line.” I have 

Myrtle Williams rea d these clip- 

We?9are * Di* ecto?' P in S s wj th Sad 
. am u sement. 

uly a little while ago they hall 
eliberately misinformed their 
jaders about Proposition 2. And 
pw they are busy once more 
pattering a good and honest 
jOmari. We know, they were 
prong last year, why shbuld we 
tUgW^them this year? 

Now MrS. Douglas has held ^ 
'eat many press conferences in 
?arly every city of the state. 

At every one of these confer 
|ces she has been asked to ex- 
iin her vote on various bills 


expose’ 1 or suppress 


Irl 


.vuja J1CX V 

(signed to 
pmmunism. At every-one, speak 
> g to supposedly responsible re¬ 
nters of papers supposedly in- 
j rested jit ^correctly informing 
ipr readers, she has told plainly 
rf<?learly her reasons for voting 
done. I have heard 
state the reason^ butr.I have 
^{t to SGG< thcSd reasons printed/. 
|I know why theyfiayejiot been 
x 



printed. They have been de¬ 
liberately suppressedfor the 
very same reason that my simple 
statements to the press about my 
policies and methods while State 
Welfare Director were distorted 
or suppressed. Apparently the 
“paid press” is not interested in 
telling its readers the truth. So I 
shall tell it here. 

GOOD SENSE - 
( Mrs. Douglas has stated again’, \\ 
and again that whenever, an .issue V \ J 
involving .Communism nrisesshe d* 

! has lhad.~the "gdeir^serise -to* cori- if 
suit* those whose duties itr is to! f 
combat Communism, the F.B“X ? 
and .its'able chief, J. Edgar Hod-' 
ver^She has ; discussed with these 



bettet^b v ln. “protectiftg our codn- , 
try from its deadly enetnies. Jn j 1 
«very instance the E.B.I.. h^s^re- j t 

Itrfflo <nviinn*A«''m ..Vt/t u/A.,_ ./( F 



T believe, that*" in approaching 
the questions in this manner Mrs. 
Douglas has not only shown wis¬ 
dom but Americanism of the 
'highest type. 

It is fheLdufv of the FJBJ tn, 
keep the Communist situation un- 
der^DfmrST ana"They have 1 done 
a na are doing an amazingly th or- 




i-- a tu vja,— 

ough job. We may rejoice that 
for years the FEZ ' * - 


years tne ^ _ 

a na efflciently been gathe ring 
data^d'hlJommunists and Commu- 


has quie tly 




Hist acti vities and thp y_havp ft nnf» 
tins wifhout^jjiirlnging—oru the 
g qaraTTteed. .righls_ o^-.eveE.v_ citi-. 


I 


z esr 

‘^Poiryou and me to start ^pre¬ 
scribing" our own “remedies" is 
[like interfering with the doctors 
in a smallpox epidemic. For in¬ 
ferior politicians to arouse the 
public about “the menace of Com¬ 
munism,” not for honest, reasons 
but for political advantage] is, in 
my opinion,< not only Sidkening 
but very close to treachery* 

In this day when the world is 
crying for strong leadership from 
our country it is only playing into 
the Communists’ -plans- to -shake** 
our faith in our government and' 
that is what those who are smear- 1 
ing Mrs. Douglas are deliberately 
doing. 


f? 


bU* Jolaen 
Mr, £add 
Mr. Clegg. 
Mr. CSIcfsia.. 
Mr, Nichols 
Mr* Hosoa. 
Mr. Tracy» 
Mr, Harbo M 
Mr. Belmont* 
Mr. Moh* 

Bocei «c 
l^Dr. Noccgq w 

Mfej CkffiiSy 



J Some people have written sug- 
ges ting - th at-I--^lo ok-at Helen^ Ga- 
hag^n_pp.ugl as!s ^xecord o d 
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ef nooyer 
it' says '°i 4 . 

Mrs. Douglas^T 

1 SAN FRANCISCO, Oct. 2 —Rep, Helen Gahagan Douglas (D- 
JjCal.) tonight narrowed her difference on the civil liberties issue 
IJivita Rep. Richard Nixon (D-Cal.), her opponent for TJ.S. Senate 
and leading sponsor of repressive legislation, to one of "methods*” 
In her long-awaited reply to Nixon who has been blasting .her 
for failing to support the Mundt-Nixon Bill,-the McCarran JLaws 
and similar measures, Rep. Douglas took a defensive position anil 
failed to come up with a vigorous plea on behalf ©f America!] 
democratic rights. -—-—• 


-ifi 


S peaking over a statewide ra ¬ 
dio broadcast,-Mrs. Douglas said 

_ sh e prefers the m ethods used bv 

3LFN GATIAGAN DOUGLAS FBI Chief J. T Sd gar H^v.r ‘in 
f U‘e differ bn method’ \ JN^up presslmr^ " go mmimistff/^ \a 

HIest BULWARK/! | 

| iJ Mrs.; Douglas d/iticized Rep/ 

Nixon for not giving sufficiently 
vigorous support to President 
|.Truman's foreign policy, and she 
»that at home the Adminis¬ 
tration's domestic policies are 
"the best bulwark against the 
spread of communism." 

"There must be no catering/ 
the special interests on the 
[ome front as my Republican 
Jpponent advocates,", she Mle-q 
dared; "If he had his way tfie 
big fellow would make more and 
the workingman's dollar would 
be worth less and less. That is 
the sort of thing that breeds dis¬ 
content, makes fertile ground for 
the seeds of communism and 
Hnwei-s American prestige in th« 

^sof th e world." , r a A 


KJOiM J- _ 

&>■***• ejs > 


***& EL'S! fr--* 

■b?» 3 E»i5s«3 
JS3C ua s fptzt 




Hoover are 



foosc advocated—by—Nixorr ar u^ 

embodied in the McCarran Law v 

Hoover ana Atty. Gen. J. 

Howard McGrath have been. ac¬ 
tive behind the scenes in siB)- 
porting the Kilgore concent&- 
tion camp _ bill which was majie 
^part of the" McCarran Law. | 

PRAISES FBI > , j 

"There is one thing and (prob¬ 
ably only one on which my Re- " 
publican opponent and I agree," 
Congresswoman Douglas i said, 
"We are both against commu* 

, nism. However, we do not agref 
on' the best method of combat[ 
j ing the infiltration of commup 
piism and C^mmunists." li 

such 


_as_ 

McGrath 


[in that p roven 

lire# 


lead- 


le ni Trum an, 

ivncL_J L Edg ar 
■better qualified to 


map a course of action to ~pro 

te flti i tli lfl, country from comm a 


nlsm than my young JCepiiBl 

dpponen t wh o la chiding hIs 


tnibllca n 




actionary record behind^ a re d 

s mokescr een." Mr s. Don g 1 a s~d<v« 

clarcfU " 7 ; " 

ir L hay<^ every confidenc e in 
the judgment, of thPreside nt, 

the at±m:np.v-gi\n/>rn 1 ajuI-Xhn di- 

r t) 
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STANDARD raRM WO. 64 * * 4 

^Office M.emormdum •' united staSs government 

/i. ' 


TO . 
FROM : 
SUBJECT: 


Mr* F* J* Baumgardnef 
Mr* L« G* Davis 



date: November 17, 1950 



■*fv 

HELEN GAHAGJUf*DOUGLAS 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 


Sr* 


Ur* Tolson_ 

Ur. E. A* Tanm_ 

Ur. Clegg_ 

Ur. Glavln_ 

Ur. Lad d 
Ur. Nichols 

Ur. Rosen_ 

Ur. Tracy_ 

Ur, Carson_ 

Mr. Egan_ 

Mr. Qurnea_ 

Ur. Harbo_ 


3 


Ur. Hendo n 
Ur. Pennington^ 


By the •’m£nlT ufstlemtor ^Ign^S^nS^fthe • ' 

to Ao^t^^n.” 1936 ^ ^ aVaUable 137 *«**°e** ot 

ACTION t 

None. Submitted for filing and future reference. 
Attachments 


Ur. Quinn Tamm_ 

Tele. Room_ 

Ur. Nease_ 

Miss Holmes_ 

Ulss Gandy_ 
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DOVGLAS-NARCA1VTOMO VOTING RECORD 


Many persons have requested a comparison of the voting records of Congresswoman Helen Douglas and the notorious 
Communist party-liner. Congressman Vito Marcantonio of New York. 

Mrs. Douglas and Marcantonio have been members of Congress together since January 1, 1945. During that period, Mrs. 
Douglas voted the same as Marcantonio 354 times. While it should not be expected that a member of the House of 
Representatives should always vote in opposition to Marcantonio, it is significant to note, not only the great number of 
times which Mrs. Douglas voted in agreement with him, but also the issues on which almost without exception they 
always saw eye to eye, to-wit: Un-American Activities and Internal Security. 


Here is the Record! 


YOTES AGAINST COMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN 
ACTIVITIES 

Both Douglas and Marcantonio voted against establish¬ 
ing the Committee on Un-American Activities. 1/3/45. 
Bill passed. 

Both voted on three separate occasions against contempt 
proceedings against persons and organizations which 
refused to reveal records or answer whether they were 
Communists. 4/16/46, 6/26/46, 11/24/47. Bills passed. 

Both voted on four separate occasions against allowing 
funds for investigation by the Un-American Activities 
Committee. 5/17/46, 3/9/48, 2/9/49, 3/23/50. (The last 
vote was 348 to 12.) All bills passed. 

COMMUNIST-LINE FOREIGN POLICY YOTES 

Both voted against Greek-Turkish Aid Bill. 5/9/47. 
(It has been established that without this aid Greece 
and Turkey would long since have gone behind the 
Iron Curtain.) Bill passed. 

Both voted on two occasions against free press amend¬ 
ment to UNRRA appropriation bill,, providing that 
no funds should be furnished any country which refused 
to allow free access to the news of activities of the 
UNRRA by press and radio representatives of the United 
States. 11/1/45, 6/28/46. Bills passed. (This would in 
effect have denied American relief funds to Communist 
dominated countries.) 

Both voted against refusing Foreign Relief to Soviet- 
dominated countries UNLESS supervised by Americans. 
4/30/47. Bill passed 324 to 75. 


VOTE AGAINST NATIONAL DEFENSE 

Both voted against the Selective Service Act of 1948. 
6/18/48. Bill passed. 


YOTES AGAINST LOYALTY AND SECURITY 
LEGISLATION 

Both voted on two separate occasions against bills re¬ 
quiring loyalty checks for Federal employees. 7/15/47,. 
6/29/49. Bills passed. 

Both,voted against the Subversive Activities Control Act 
of 1948, requiring registration with the Attorney Gen¬ 
eral of Communist party members and communist con¬ 
trolled organizations. Bill passed, 319 to 58. 5/19/48. 
AND AFTER KOREA both again voted against it. Bill 
passed 8/29/50, 354 to 20. 

AFTER KOREA, on July 12, 1950, Marcantonio and 
Douglas and 12 others voted against the Security Bill, to 
permit the heads of key National Defense departments, 
such as the Atomic Energy Commission, to discharge 
government workers found to be poor security risks! Bill 
passed, 327 to 14. 

YOTE AGAINST CALIFORNIA 

Both recorded against confirming title to Tidelands in 
California and the other states affected. -4/30/48. Bill 
passed 257-29. 

YOTES AGAINST CONGRESSIONAL 
INYESTIGATION OF COMMUNIST AND OTHER 
ILLEGAL ACTIYITIES 

Bo.th voted against investigating the “whitewash” of the 
AMERASIA case. 4/18/46. Bill passed. 

Both voted against investigating why the Soviet Union 
was buying as many as 60,000 United States patents at 
one time. 3/4/47. Bill passed. 

Both voted against continuing investigation of numerous 
instances of illegal actions by OPA and the War Labor 
Board. 1/18/45. Bill passed. 

Both voted on two occasions against allowing Congress 
to have access to government records necessary to the 
conduct of investigations by Senate and House Com¬ 
mittees. 4/22/48, 5/13/48. Bills passed. 


ON ALL OF THE ABOYE YOTES which have occurred since Congressman Nixon took office on January I, 1947, 
HE has voted exactly opposite to the Douglgs-Marcantonio Axis! 

After studying the voting comparison between Mrs. Douglas and Marcantonio, is it any wonder that the Communist line 
newspaper, the Daily People's World, in its lead editorial on January 31, 1950, labeled Congressman Nixon as “The Man 
To Beat” in this Senate race and that the Communist newspaper, the New York 'Daily Worker, in the issue of July 28, 
1947, selected Mrs. Douglas along with Marcantonio as “One of the Heroes of the 80th Congress.” 

REMEMBER! The United States Senate votes on ratifying international treaties and confirming presi¬ 
dential appointments. Would California send Marcantonio to the United States Senate? 


NIXON FOR U. S. SENATOR CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE 


NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 

John Walton Dinkelspiel, Chairman 

1151 Market Street 

San Francisco—UNderhili 3-1416 


CENTRAL CALIFORNIA 

B. M. Hoblick, Chairman 
820 Van Ness Avenue 
Fresno—Phone 44116 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 

Bernard Brennan, Chairman 
117 W. 9th St., Los Angeles 
TRinity 0661 


in 




FACTS 


CONGRESSMAN NIXON FOR UNITED STATES SENATOR 

Congressman Nixon is courageous and fearless and will do all in his power to prevent any foreign ideology 
from overthrowing our constitutional form of government. He demonstrated his courage when he brought to 
light the evidence which resulted in the Alger Hiss expose. 

Here is a comparison of Congressman Nixon's and Congresswoman Douglas's records on issues dur¬ 
ing their terms as members of the House of Representatives. 


STRONG 

NATIONAL 

DEFENSE 


NIXON 

Voted for all Military Assistance programs, in¬ 
cluding Korea and Formosa, to stop the spread 
of Communism. Has always warned that we 
MUST have a strong national defense to hold 
back the Red Tide. Voted for statehood for 
Alaska and Hawaii. 


DOUGLAS 

Voted against the Selective Service Act of 1948. 
Favored giving the atom bomb secret away. 
Voted against aid to Greece and Turkey (which, 
was part of the Truman Doctrine.) Opposed aid. 
to China. Failed to vote for statehood for Alaska 
and Hawaii in either 80th or 81st Congresses. 


AID TO KOREA, 
FORMOSA AND 
CHINA 


Voted for all military aid bills for Korea, Formosa 
and China. Supported economic aid to Korea, 
Formosa and other parts of Far East on Feb. 9, 
1950, but refused to support first bill on Jan. 19, 
1950 because it gave economic aid to Korea 
ONLY.and did not include Formosa. 


Led the fight in the House Foreign Affairs Com¬ 
mittee against aid of any kind to Formosa. Was 
outspoken proponent of economic aid to Korea 
only. Consistently voted against motions in House 
Foreign Affairs Committee to give assistance to 
anti-Communist China. 


INTERNAL 
SECURITY 
AND COMMUNISM 


TAXES AND 
EXTRAVAGANCE 
IN GOVERNMENT 

VETERANS 


SOCIALISTIC 

PLANNING 


SMALL 

BUSINESS 


Ranking minority member of House Committee 
on Un-American Activities. Credited with ‘"break¬ 
ing” Hiss case. Co-author of Subversive Activities 
Control Bill, requiring registration of Communists 
and officers of Communist-front organizations, 
barring government employment to Communists, 
and requiring labelling of Communist propa¬ 
ganda literature. 


Opposes wild spending and high taxes, but al¬ 
ways favored and supported appropriations for 
STRONG DEFENSE. 

Is a veteran of South Pacific and has aided vet¬ 
erans in every way. Fought to prevent closing of 
Birmingham Hospital, and introduced bill to 
have veterans hospital program investigated. 

Opposes BrannanFarm Plan, Compulsory Health 
Insurance, and other socialistic schemes patterned 
after the British plan, which has failed—and 
which only add huge tax burdens. 

Voted for Committee to Investigate Problems of 
Small Business, and favors stimulation of small 
business. 


Always has opposed funds for Committee on 
Un-American Activities to Investigate Commun¬ 
ism. On 14 different occasions voted with the 
notorious Communist party-liner Vito Marcan- 
tonio of New York against citing Communists, 
and opposing other work of committee. AFTER 
KOREA, voted against Security Bill to weed poor 
security risks out of Atomic Energy Commission, 
State, Defense, and other key government depart¬ 
ments. Was joined by 13 other left-wingers, in¬ 
cluding Marcantonio, in this vote, which was 
327-14. _ 

Consistently votes for huge spending programs 
and against cutting taxes. 


Said she would talk to the President about 
Birmingham Hospital but admitted later she did 
not do so. 


100% for all Administration's plans, her campaign 
literature says. 


Votes for all huge spending and government 
control programs, which have caused the great¬ 
est growth of monopoly in the history of this 
country during the past 16 years. Opposed Com¬ 
mittee to Investigate Problems of Small Business. 


LABOR-MANAGEMENT One of drafters of Taft-Hartley Labor-Manage- 
RELATIONS ment Relations Act. Supported Wood Bill in 81st 

Congress, which included amendments requested 
by labor. The Administration, however* had 
promised complete repeal of bill and would not 
support any amendments. 

TIDELANDS Voted for California's right to ownership of the 

Tidelands. 


Voted against Taft-Hartley Act and against Wood 
Bill. Favors complete repeal of the act. 


Voted against California's right to ownership of 
Cthe Tidelands. 


CENTRAL VALLEY 
PROJECT 


Calls for speedy completion of project, and elim¬ 
ination of interdepartmental squabbles. Believes 
in lifting 160-acre limitation insofar as it applies 
to already developed lands on ground that it is 
impracticable and a “phony” issue. Believes in 
operation of power projects at lowest cost to 
public, whether it be by government or private 
companies. 


Takes side of the clique in Reclamation Bureau 
which seeks to socialize and control CVP. Favors 
160-acre limitation, and federal control of water 
and' power projects. 


HOUSING Voted for liberalized loans under FHA and to 

veterans to stimulate private housing. Favors 
slum-clearance, but voted against Federal public 
housing. (Dept, of Commerce reported on 
6/30/50 that 2/3ds of housing demand had been 
filled by private housing.) 

THE COMMUNIST NEWSPAPER, THE NEW YORK DAILY WORKER IN ITS ISSUE OF JULY 28, 1947, SELECTED 
MRS. DOUGLAS ALONG WITH VITO MARCANTONIO OF NEW YORK AS "ONE OF THE HEROES OF THE 
80TH CONGRESS." 

THE PEOPLE'S DAILY WORLD, A COMMUNIST-LINE NEWSPAPER, HAS LABELLED CONGRESSMAN NIXON AS 
"THE MAN TO BEAT" IN THIS SENATE RACE. (Jan. 31, 1950 issue). It is significant that they single out Congress¬ 
man Nixon as the one "to beat", and is all the more reason why he should be supported for election to the United 
States Senate. 


Sponsor of Federal public housing. She and 
Marcantonio answered “PRESENT” but failed to 
vote on National Housing Act (Passed 351 to 9 
on. 8/7/48), which provided for increased loans 
for low-cost and rental private housing. 


NIXON FOR U. S. SENATOR CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE 


NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 

John Walton Dinkelspiel, Chairman 

1151 Market Street 

San Francisco—Yukon 23745 


CENTRAL CALIFORNIA 

B. M. Hoblick, Chairman 
820 Van Ness Avenue 
Fresno-:—Phone 44116 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 

Bernard Brennan, Chairman 
117 W. 9th St., Los Angeles 
TRinity 0661 
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HELEN L GAHAGAN^DO U&LA& f I 

Mil INQUIRY, WHITE HOUSE J 0 A ^ 
('JIMiffi CHECK) ' \. P 1 


DATE: July 5, 1952 

yP 3' 

/* 


Dr~ 


PURPOSE: 


To furnish information from Bureau files relative 
\to Helen Gahagan Douglas pursuant to a request from the 
office of Mr, Donald. S . Dawson at tfie White House, 

BACKGROUND : J. 

By memorandum dated June 19, 1952,^'you pere advised 
that Mrs. Dorothy Butturff in the office of Mr\yDonald S, 

Dawson at the White House had called Mr, Bartldt^tj Liaison 
Unit, and requested that the Bureau conductsa search, of its 
files for derogatory information on MelwnjDoualas and his wife l 
Helen Gahagan Douglas, who are of<^Tnterest to the White House, 

Attached is a memorandum concerning Helen Gahagan 
Douglas containing information from Bureau files felt 
suitable for dissemi nation. In preparing this memorandum 
all references, approximately 1,250 in number,' were reviewed, 

A separate memorandum has been prepared concerning Melvyn 
Douglas .. - ; 

INFORMATION IN . BUREAU FILES: 



1 



veneer . 

_ w . .^ ... ^ ^ . i o _ i 

arious Com mn±sJ;J?:artij__ front "groups , ‘ which “ 
information has been ingjud ed in the attached memorandum, 

Helen Gahagan Douglas represented■ the 14 th California 
Congressional Si§tvJ l jc^ 4 fh' 4 i!hMlhm^MMt^gf>resentatives from 

1945 to 1951. | 1 [ lliryfeSSlM byimllOJ ' 
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rtonfelatine ttfllelen. Sgfoagan. -Xiavgla& 


-:. • r^V' Federal:. Burma of Inmgstfgatien*.-' -- 

•- v : l fS ] ML MiSMMz; ’ ~ ^■' ^f"S y ^ ; S<-r'fSA' 

^ - . / :• -* '* : •* ‘* : h\. / “ 1 ", ''V. - ' *,-.'V u '^V v /'_" 

• ’ Qn $fevemhef ,$ s .: 2944#: .it tme feliablg, reported '' %,.'/ ' 

^ ^ ' 'M#$lg£ the regular Meeting of the West' Zdlse Club of the ' ■ ..* ; ■’•. 

•; W.ommriistlParty# Zee Angel#s* .Califemits#: held on the ' ■ . -' ', > 

. V.'TS*y .. "previous -. Wednesday dfbetnoc'nf tie business waa ■ trehsacted "■. .. . ';*■•• 

..but the Ai soma siom aehtered on the .recent ''eXeati-ma#' -'■ ’ -V L . 
-^7^: '"^s inferMcmtadvised.that Melon, Muglas.stepped bn fer-' . _' ; \-r "'• 

f Mim&ee and thanked the pltsk for' thp.-support’ft :h$d \L '".S ■ ,. v 


50 -3-25- 


WjJJ' '•$**?*» •; ;; '^Sf' 

%&z\ " ./—■•' ft mf reZiablp: repented that -Helen. Gahqgan:'Pougia, 
l\‘ sa s - {me one of the: epeafteff'ot. a meeting * of-the md^fomn Section 


*— .’ . .. It tat '.reZiabW reported 'that -Helen. Gdjmdanrmugia# ' , **.. 

[me one of the: epeahefe.'ut. a meeting of the mh-fovm BedMoit ■ '•• ,'..’' • 


2SP P ie Angeles Gauntf Gommist forty at' the mhgarian 
;£§§ '^02 Mrm% fide Angeles# mZiforniafon * 


Bepteuber.21f I948$3gi00-33694:9-7-)' ( U) 


-#2a 


s ' ^gtgWosn Committee for TueoSlav 


■tiefj. lnc\ 


■"<$’*1x10 •’". _ ; • In the 4th report of the California Senate. 


da • 1 M : 

t - 4 t?- .| fej 

Ah 



sponsors of the American Gormittee for , TugoSlav SeX ief . ' :' " 

.. JfenitarK -2945^ # reliable informant renortedj^ 
that Mlen &ehagart Pouglas was ineluded On-the Mst of [x y ' 
sponsors p/ Sfee yfeijr-i^n Committee for .fagemut- Me'lief^p^^^ / 

• ; • ' . 7 ' '■.' ■■' j od^Jtsaea'-l'as).' ’ IV # ... 

:• ' ^ -'■' ' * .•"•• - 

_ ORIGINAL TO 'WRITE SOUgitpWlSB■ ■, . 'f*\ . A IA • . \ ^ • 

v v; ’ • ■ ■ (r-V- 

0^ is mntsATs s ir:-- . *% 

■ '• *7pu .<S*) ) r - k*.r±.-f? ,*vi • • ; \ 
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L>z~ Q&rifs*! 
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'*-{■ ■ : f he name* Helen Gakagctn Douglas* appeared cn~a .ifs# • : 

;,Cf : .individuals. who: had. just been- named to 73 emberstvip dn the f' . 
national Cpimittee of Sponsors of ike American Gommittee.for ' '■■ 
Yugoslav Belief/according iso .an article in. the WeDruavy . 13 * 

... 2 . 945 * issue of the.' n Zcs Angeles Downtown ‘ShoppingMews*.’* , < '••/•■ V v ••• 

•' - • " , . / •' ( 100 - 212169 - 155 / p. 5 ) .-yff 

. Yhe American. Cpimittee for fngoslav Belief sponsored . -■ 

: : & ^Tribute to Yugoslavia 1 - meeting at the Ambassador Hotel . ’ ‘V* 

. in.too Angeles* -California* an May BO*;-2945* The partial \ . , a. 

\;2t0t of sponsors for this event* as they 'appeared;; bn the bach "/ 
/'of .a program* included Helen Gahagan'Douglas*( 100 - 212 169-181) : .'• 

In July* 1945*. a. letterhead of the American Ccrmittee . 
for Jugoslav Belief*, which bore lbs 'caption .at the top 
n Scroll Campaign. for Medical Aid*. Marcia Davenport*.Chairman 11 ' * •- * 

■: contained oh the,ftargin a list of 'sponsorsfor the •*.'vj*';,-. 

• organization including Helen Galmgan Douglas/160-212169-30,9;)^^^ 


■ - In August* .1945* a-, letterhead, -of the American Gcviuiitee 

for Yugoslav Belief of the-War Belief Band of Americans of C 
Mouth Slavic Descent 2%sfed. on the Sponsors CcimiHee* Helen * 
Cahagan Douglas*, ’• * "(ioo-S66?4-2190); ! r . , ... -'"-w 

• ‘ -• , 0n September 4*. 2947* .••.«• (fje'ZiabXd['%nfotmoavk-'.mada ’ * v :-, .r ; 

available, a-complete list ■ of the sponsors;; of the- American 
Committee'for Yugoslav Belief m y Helen .Gahagan Douglas metis/* ■'/. ’ 
included on this list of sponsorS m^gLj (pf , . ' • 

; ; : American Russian Ihstituts of Southern Cali fornia / . . ' i; ' 


It has been reliably reported .that 


iouse 0\ 


Helen Gahagan 


panther eevlainedihat her name -mould be 


I The.- informant furWer ’stated, that on. 
March 20 * 1946*. Helen Gahagan Douglas ''CduiSed: the American . - 
Russian. Institute of Southern California that she .wopld be glad 
to serve as a sp.ahs or%® [ 6 i-6211 -494, K g <3 j~/i iy - -•/■ -■■ '. • • 

Civil Bights Congress yf '• ' • ■ ;■ *\ 

V > It teas' reliable reported that Helen Galmgan Douglas " 
teas one of the speakers at a* dinner held,by the. Civil Bight 
Congress in the Grand Ballroom of the Mo tel Pcnnsylnahig/in 

- - S*yM. 
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; - .waazBJ^:£»rrafrJ. f >iror?j , T'' wywaawaafe ■ : - 

| • ‘ - A , - .. ^ v - * ; ' -;,. > # *. \ ^. . - *, ; . , 

:on aoj'^y ’ <• - 

;: ; ; <■ >• Council Xm AfT'icCLn Aff(& Ps, 


According t o t he January 2Q& ' 194$^ fpCyp' of .tft &;.. ‘ 1 : •’ 

■ l-' r} pk%ty Vforke r*^.- an. 'past coast Communist: newspaper# ■< the Council <*•"' 
; ‘ - on African:Affairs. had then just shipped money -and. -/eld# -to * 'thp.''f 

1 , AfiH can.: Food Fund in. Cape' lorn# South Africa*. ; 2%© drticle 
--’■.reported that the-'campaignfor f ood:l}gp heingfpar'riot forward . * jl 



■published by the.fbuncil oh ■African Affairs,f Tleien.GdMgan:'^ 
Douglaspas. included 'Pn- this Bponsar^ pamfritteemf*' 


. f "y Bunmrian-Arr.erican Council for Democracy ’’ l?r : : VfV 

*;'; lt r :ms%reliaply reported " 

'■ Wr pap■one of the spedsbrs of a ■meeting of the MUhgQridn^AmeT'iciin^ 
l *f* Council for. ;Demarmf ptithe Hotel ffamilton# 20 $outhlDedPh&pn\ 

, /; Btfeetpl Chicago#:-llXinpiCftn January ■%: Z$35*£M.6~2$8468±83) ;\ 

- ‘ nnal &* v * /' s.v.- > ,v: f :. ;-, ; 




/ : > 


-. •■• - ''j f. Tfe: October '2$#. I9d4#> tpsue-.jpf the y *2e.dpXes.Jiopld$ *£\£: 

, a/wept coast CoMmunist tewspa-fer#/currlfd dp advertisement: \ ■ y -\ 

■ - ! ,. cbnderfiitig a. rally sponsored by i the y Xnidrnatibddl/^pfhern : .-'r'i'i-. 

.Order which j 0 dS : to J be held on *;•> "*-' / 

f f/Mmbasey Auditorium in Xos -Angelea^ .California f : %h.ia ,/.•/ • :; 

: *;i. 5 advertisement htdtSd that the speakers ibauld inGlp&e ~ 
\' y f-Be2en':(xdhagun Bougladi (100.-2,97167-?j " ■ ■ ■ i. .' i' 

-■ •• •■ , : ' > - - ^o ^ ni i~Fas gist Befua gg Cmmittee; : *"■• ^ •.. •» *- ■ '*/ j_‘* 

•' f ; *\, ;. On February X4 S . l&40}:x$'#kit&&2e confidential i'. - /; ’• 

.ihformht-,XBppriedf '0-t Helen Bohgi&f’ wd$- ahohpftht:.heMber$\ '.-; 
v Congress working -in Behalf of the. Joint' Antit-Fascist Refugee 
■ Committee 4t that time6ffiiog~?p6l~125Sj pf. Si)' : •/, *' r i . 


League of American Writers 


Vv-- 


ci«es_ 


•; • :* T iyos reliably: reported that Meleh Cdhdgdn. pbugXan, 

^ was .one nf the individuals; ioho : addressed a. dinner'-Sponsored ' r ' 
— try the Hollywood., Chapter of the league, of - American Writers . V ? 

„„„„_~ at the Beverly Bilshipte Hotel in, Los' Ahyelee* ^California± ; . *if ’ 

'*«»_ —- ’ oh Fovenber 26# 3,240, The: proceeds of this gathering were .v 
.rV -donated to, the iSuropean^Film Fund and to the Lxiled ; Writers '-. 
w*.. ■ ‘Committee tn<Mew. Yorhjjiffil00-72270-4) . ./ •■ v . ' ' v 


5. 







’ • : According ip ihe (fait,fornix-Goitistbbee. ott ffn&kia&r&e&n .> 

Activities^. repapt s *19'48 >- the FsSilediWHte?&?GajmV$’t&$ pas.,, * •, 

}# f Mtablishcd x by the Gamm'dist League, of ' After lean- Writers-,$p : -'.'■•ffr,:'-: 
bolster the Communist front#?. American Committee. -bo -: "• 

Refugees. The Sxtied Writers Committee worked with Other 1 ‘ 

Communist fronts, in the Spanish Communist refugee agitabioriff \ 

It merged into the Joint Anti—Fascist Refugee; Gomriittee in 
.294$*# ' ' : ’ ' ' i"*; / : /. ' • *' ’ / . *' 

.' -a . ’• flattenal Co^mSttee to Vin the Peace X'' - '■ ' \ ■ / ■ ' *•; 

& 1946 pamphlet of the Motional Committee tb-ffin.the. ; 
Pease listed, pepresentative Helen ■<?* Mouglap' of califofnid “ . ; 

among'the sponsors of .this ■committeel (100-344437-26) •• 

... - , The "Call# to thelTin.the Peace~ Conference which wab- 

io be held in .'Ndshingtai^ Nf C* oh April 1946^ listed ■ : 

Representative: Relee G* SbttgMm of California among the-spans or si 

• ; ~ '(100-344437-14, 12) ,.V ' 

' f: The "Peoples Morld* 1 published /a stony eh the-Min 
the Pedbe Conference., held at Washingtonf April $-7$ 1946 s 

in its .issue of May 9? 1946*. Among the Pacific Coast sponsors s 
according to. this articlb^(Wai Helen. Cahagan Douglas.- ClOO-344437- 75 ) 

~ • national Gounc i l of American-Soviet Friendship X..-- 

■ ; ' it .was reliably reported that'Congresswoman Helen. X'.k v : ;'• 

Bbuglas was one of the. speakers, at. a meeting sponsored by the .• 
National Council of ;AmerScan~8ovieb. Friendship on November' 13f .. 

. 2945f- at 29 West 39th Street 9l Hew,fork, City... It ms- reported ' 

that phis isos a cultural,meeting for ddser- friendship: between . .. 
the linfbed States and Russiafwl00-345229-43^ pi -128;. : 10d-146964-A 

~ UWwr ii-t24-.4S) V;. ■ 

According bo the VBaily Corker 1 * of March3* '2946*, the ')}.'( •• 
Women*s Committee of the National: Council of ■Ameriban.f-Sovicet . X ; 
Friendship Nad# on the previous day:, sponsored a: ceremony at \-l 

the Soviet Consulate in New fork City.f -,wherein a group of .> 
American women sent greetings to. the women of the Soviet 'Union . ’•«*.. 
The, article stated that .among-the American 1 ; wo men signing the. •/ */* 

• greetings. was Pep resehtative Helen Gahagan'pouglas,*.(i oo-146964-A 

■? ' 1 • • / „ - ' -•'*v: Hffi- 3-8—46) • 
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’gar ill'and held at Madison Square park in Mew York- City'*. <m . 
March IQ* 1946* it was announced, that. .supporting messages ., 

been received from several . .zndividuals* including Representati ve 
■. Helen Cahagan Douglas* (lod-146964-748; 100-146964-.A ,. DW. 3-19.-46). ; 

.. !Cs i\Pehvi&P& : Educational, Center . iS. V •• . _ '• v \ 

\ i ».-’ 'g n March’ik- re liable informant furnished: a . - 1 

l included .'mas .Me name . *:> 

oKTIeleh Uchagan Douglas* Democratic Earty-Women^s Division* y^ 1D . 
7141 Bsnalda Road* Dos Angeles* California. ;,THis is the , . 

address of Helen Gahagan Douglas*, informant furnished, no.: •;*;. 


p.6G 


Tolco n >V 
Lad d ^ 
Nichols% 


' cl& £g ' w ‘ 
Olavin_ 

Barb o 

’ ^ ' 

Rose n 

, Tracy*_ 

'Laughlln_ 

Hohr_ 

Tele. Rb._ 

■ Hplloaan_ 

Candy_ 


PMTiGipjiiioif in Agtivixims cf, ckGAiwiAiicwk :cxtmd by, 

NATIONAL- Aim STjfjY DE&XSLATXYB.. GjQMiS^MMjL . - ~ : . ,.. . . > 

American Youth, for a-. Free World -.. •• • / 

' * ’ * i The Arne rican loath for a -'free *i Torid--sponsored a ' Wo rid ' 
'..Youth Meeting at Carnegie-Ball* .Mew York' Cityfon March-?!* 294$.. 
^Representative. Ifeleri : Cdhggdn\ Douglas mas one; of Me;-speakers - 
.•-«*• this 4 '%&e$fng*• (100-189902-47j p. 31) ■ . ••;.* .■ ' 

V... American Youth for a Free .'World has.Tbebn cite dEby the 
\Con<sressionel Committee on Un—American Activities^ cts }f An 
' organisation which : i$ the affiliate in. the m$te4 States of ... ' 

the. World federation of Democratic Youth* and. ‘which has ■ 

fbeen. Hhe r Communist clearing house, for international student 7 ., 

■ and youth information .* .■ Offices Cf this.organi-eation are^ located 
■rat 144 Bleacher Street* ‘Mew Tarky.Meia Yorkf'l . j. 

> • ' 'Committee far the -first -Amendment . .*•" •. 

KW «t l H M .. ■ H i, MNmn W.OI I m 11 Will..!.. - , " A 

» ■>* ^ ^ ' * - ' > ’ , r > ^ * 

In an article daielined 'Dos, Angeles* November . 2* 1947* 
the ■}November 3, 1947 s /issue of the: {i Heio York Times 11 reported 
that the Committee, for the First Amendment had on that date 
snohstred a half-hour broadcast attacking,thA< Mouse Un-American 


^rn mrT^mmEmmxTi i}# i^ix%wr£& 











'•.? ■Aoitvdftgfi. ■&4&ki&kee$- According to , th e dptiblef among thk 
'•■•• 'indi<:tdudlc;kmrd. ph'.thfM broadcast, was Melon. : &iatidgdn Douglas* 

; •;•;••'' ; ;• " ;, t 'v YlOO-13e754-^/ /.• o 

• ; . '■ >' -DhS ffCvemb'eC 0 y iecue of ‘ ■ X. 

^ d©si caast Communis# newspaper? carried an, article concerning 
t.-thi-A broadcast and' quoted jl&len Cahdgan Douglas its. saying ; 

^In. the Mouse of Representatives^ X have , consistently voted .’ 
to limit or abalishthis committee.. n (,l00-138754^A) 

' » i - ; • 3 - >«k ' w " ./• g - 4 ~ •** * ,*. -* v K 

\ *'.>•.•’ - The California 'Committee 'on UnMimeri can Activities? ’ 

v., 'Report^ 2948?. described 'the Committee .'for the. first Amendment 
\ dp-'A recently > or fat edT.CofMuni st front in the defence of f t 
: Communists,and Communist: fellow . travelers* : : Its- immediate ; . 
purpose is'to create favorable public opinion for the . Communists 
1 who refused.to testify before the Mouse Committee on Un~ . .. '' 
•'«* ; American Activities in fiashingtm, #», Cf* ', : • V. - * ' 


Consumers -Union 


u ■- 


' In - the. Appendisr, part 9f io the^2944 repbitr pf the ■ < 

.Special Meuse Committee: oh Bn~American Activities? it is stated - 
'on pagf 663 that EefeM Qahagan Douglas fas among the individuals . 
'i oho had been active in Consumers Union... (61-7582-1298, p. 66$3) 

’. The Special Committee ah Un-American Activities has 
cited.. Consumers Un io n a h n a Communist front ~ f headed by the ’ 
Communist Arthur, Mallet (whose Party name is Bdward Adams)-* 

Ben. Cold and Louis Weinstoch? both -well-known Communists-mere' 
also members of the labor ndvisory committee of Consumers Union* 1 n 


In May * 


iriety, ’ a. Motion "picture trade 


publication,; reported that the Radio Division of the Bollywood. 
Democratic Committee wCS'sponsoring a mass Meeting at which ; 
vital issues in the 1944' election campaigns, would. be discussed 
,The article stated that among those who would give Special 
addresses would be Helen Gahagan .Douglas»(100-335541-1) - 

‘ The California Committee bis Un-American Activities 
describes the Bollywood Democratic Committee as follower f*This 
Communist front grew, out of a series of fronts designed, to 
entrap Bollywood 1 s innocents in the motion-picture' industry. 1 - 
'Organised in 1942 for the announced purpose' of reelecting 
Governor Olson, of Californiait' had no connection with the 
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i t iierihr* 0 'M& jari&w*' * When 't& */feced prposptPK »s ..a cmMmist %. .*' ■, 

^TnfMt changed.m.nam -if June* |s#*; 

,' xaftinem'* Committee; of the 4.rto# Sci ences andj-prafe-eeippe.*.-. , . , . 

° -' ■ ^independent.fitisen a pomittee ®f: ; ‘->..• V " • ; '.* ' ■ f.'-*' 

.- : >the Artsf Sciences arid Professions \fyf■ r " ■ - V,:^!;'.". \> 

;'• t\ :/_ ■ ■ [[A'sellable infprmntddoised '$Ua$ theJppliywoOd ts'-'- . 

■ independent Giti sens edvr^fttec of .tHp: v 4rtS'#.,petences and . - •.*. i ,■; 

; •pt»b/essio??S' held d meeting -ow: December 4^45^. erfe itfap-: ->- 

'Wwm Hoube ip Zos-4ngel.esf-PalifOfhfd:^[tp.‘.discuss the., mattertg-.f .. >v 

0 / international.atomic control . ar^tP . jylo«a 'iforr%msf. ':'■ v,- 

' meeting to be held at the Hollywood Legion Stadium in.pplZjjiooOd^ ■ 

' .Calif]orniof bn:December 12^. 294,5. Among: those wkp .attended . ' ;. 

•..cfn'd '.spoke wus Helen. 0ahagan.;[pougla^^^.^)r38p02-31) ■ \ -,:>v<*• -V 

' 1 • T, •;;, \ : V; on [Member -ip m ',l94p. 3 : He fen. Gahagan-fougl as. [mas. -cop ; p 
-foffthe speakers at offmaas meeting Held 'at.-the HollywbPd'-Zegion y~f' 
’. Stadium under the:-duspicecHf the'[fpflywood[. Independent .Citipops. :-j. 
\ Goitmittpo of. tm Afts:^ : 0ciemes gn.drprofeso'ipnsX^ioop3525-6G^S')- ’"•/■ 

pf K - [fr'ii. Tftk Harsh if [2946* issuPPf the n mlletin. &/. ihp/p.'pS'P 
••■' AtomicSoientSstp** .contained an..■article, .entitled Hl.C.C* * r]; \ v • .,- 
,^Raii%t.Padisp GtviMaiiPaniroX of [Energy v" '; fh%Mdrt%clp- ,^ 

-* referred to ■:&■■ mass raily held ’ at • Qrchestrd'-Rgll .^ 1 GJii>c&§0^ ; - ^ * 4v 
’ illinoi8 S on Febrmrn Ssg .194.6#. under the auspivesspf: the., ?:df: y :. ■ 

4Tts s[ . Sc fences-and ; 

tPr-bfees ions, Iccerdihg to,, the[article one- of ■ the : ,gpepkers - mgs- - 
^Pcngressioomm. Helen Gahagdn HauglaspC100-.345079-14, : (pp-5) 


‘ of milywoM-ihdependent Git idehf Committee of fftp Jprts# Sgiepces 
land Prof ess tens n , whohadfpined in a protest [made bp that ' ,. 
organisation'against an act of discrimination allegedly s . 
committed bri the management: of the Ambassador Hotel, in l, . s , • " .; 
£os,AngeleSy (100-338092-79'X . . . ; •, • '. . • ' ., V 

;•’ v ; ! ., • The Independent Oiiisent : Committee °f tty 6 .Arts* . f' / \ 


■ be a due . • d.f VoiTzera Hhobpers . W 'Vv'- r ’ 

, According. to.[the 4th report of the palifprnia 0endte 
Fact-finding Committee on. ffn—American Activities in Cali jo raid 
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/ -‘S , „ 1 . *♦*’,' . v ■-* *»-„“/ ,v ‘ *” f " *'*»' '«j“ ^ ^ « Vl . 

l firth n rin ti 7>riii X 7/Y « n- 7 «£-** .•£■** *T* MW4.U ^ Ifcl* ** r"t . 


Sfeleii GakagdnpougXds.was listsd among ’the i&J0S-,sy>3v-'‘ 

S; , national officers of Me-%eague of Women'Shoppers * , /;•:•' ,S : tC 


'•>; - The League of Women-ShopperP'fis described byiMe 

Special.Committee on Un-American Actipities- ***<-,an organindtiofi 

-;iohtch this committee found-to be a Gommunist-obniroiled 
front by indisputable documentary evidence obtained from the 
files of the Gommuni st Party in Philadelphia,* She original v v 
i. : exeeuti ve secretary of .Me League ms Helen My. .a Gommuni si,-'-" ’/ 
Party member;," .*• v'* • -A/.-, ,• .W~. '. , v ^ v ; " V- * 


jr* If, ' T > 


■ ' J ' . ■ MiMtWZJUUiink* WIMmSHM. $£, * 4 mer<Sca ■?' a *■’ • '■ 


„ A reliable confidential informant: jbfc **stated Mat-MeX-’ 
Founding Convention of the Massachusetts Chapter- of :the-- . 

Progressive Gitisens of America was held at Mo Somerset Bate! : 
:Sn Boston* Massachusetts* on March 2 , Ityfi The-informant 
further stated that, the principal speaker at Mat convention" ; J 
leas Helen Gahaganmuglas,(^vil v/. o v XX'-X-X"'■ 

• * The Progressive Gitisens >/ America has. bben cited by ? 

jfefte- California Committee (on Un-American Activities ab d tTi new and 
broader Communist front for Me entire United-States*, formed in 
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Political Action,Committee* and the,Independent Gttisen's • '••• 

.' Committee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions :'-s . 
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■' ^Social Work Today " 

* ,:The SieS Committee report ^.u ^ts^jti^v.wy^i/^yjLea 
■Supplemental Group of Gommunist Fronts*P contains, an etyhi frit'’'' *■■'. 
.f taken from/"Social • F/orr Today}'** Februaryy ishS* . In mich\ S 1 f’ :•: ■ 
..■Hr,' .aftd * Mrs, Melviin Bouhl-as are listed- as P^'ahna.va^nren iite. 


in a Pediion) entitled 


Mr, apd, Mrs, BelVyn Soiigias are. listed as n dbbperators 1t %. K 
ml"■■ of "Social Work Today,P Above Me.;names - of the ' f *bopp'eraiors r f 
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; . \ "Social Cork Today " has heeh ci ted as "d Gommuni$t \ l- \. 

kagdsine.P by Me Special; Committee on Un-American; A&tipiiiip, 

MT&n&rr A trfr/mt&k*' “• 1 s- 7: "' ; * ' . * - A- \ , < 




• , - > c - ,< ^ ; . v ^ ^ 

. S According to - the June 9s I9k9s issue of the- Washington 
"Bvenijig Star,” Me 19^9 report of the California Commit,teei.on 
Un-American Activities listed names of individuals who werel 
followers of Me Communist Party line, Included on this 2fwiS.\ > 
was ^Representative Melon Gahagan Douglas, :(‘6l-j^82rA.)l' : • 
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S« Subject: Helen Gahagan Douglas 


Date Searched: 7/5/55 


Found As: Helep/(§buglas ■ , ^ V M £UMj*/** Helen GahhnanJ&puglas 
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Searched As: .No x further 
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Helen GaragaTf/pouglas 
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■ Helen Geha<ja0fip.uglas 
Helen Gohagavj/pouglas 
Helen' Haga^hojwglas » 
Helen Gah ajm mfwpuglas 
Helen Gah^fnfjfouglas 
Mrsi Melvyjf^Douglas 
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2%£s 2s a summary of information obtained from a 
preview of all "see” references to the subject in Bureau files 
funder the names and aliases listed above. No attempt has been 
' made to exhaust all possibilities as to the names and aliases 
by which the subject may have been known. All references under 
the above names containing data identical or possibly identical 
with the subject have been included except those listed at the 
end of this summary as r not having been reviewed. The term "SI” 
preceding a serial number shown in the block indicates that the 
serial so designated contains the same information as the fore¬ 
going serial. However it should be realised that the information 
in these serials may differ somewhat in detail although the facts 
are basically the same. 

This summary is designed to furnish a synopsis of the 
information set out in each reference. Except where stated 
otherwise the original serial will contain the information in 
much more detail. 


>Vv^ 




M 


gj & 

*5 U I* S inationT 

g n / g- 

I?! W W o 


THIS, SUMMARY HAS MM, PREPARED FOR USE AT THE, SEAT, OF 
GOVERNMENT AND MAY CONTAIN INFORMATION NO T, SUIT AB LE FOR PISS EM - 


Grace F. Johnson 


GFJ:emy/pwl 

/ENCLOSUEE^Beh\-n<| fit-? 
SVarek Shys Only 


, /> ****** APS 19 , J 

sffp, Loui ^ F - Isl ^iW 

J IT a s ■'*' 

• - 1 “-' ^ 










Name: 

Born: 


Relatives: 

Husband 


BIOGRAPHICAL DATA 

it 

Helen Gahagan Douglasj was, 

ll/25/OO (11/25/05 according to "Who's Who"), ' 
at Boonton, N,J, 


Melvyn Douglas, married- in 1931j actor, producer 


Mother 

Father 

Education: 


be 

b7C 


Lillian Rose (Mussen) Gahagan 

« - „ r 'l 

Walter Hamer Gahagan((deceased)'' 

Preparatory education at Berkeley Institute, 
Brooklyn and Miss Gap in ' s' School,' Northampton, 
Mass. 


(7 


1920-1922 Barnard College (Columbia) pg 

Employment: 

prior to 1940 Actress, starred in several motion pictures 

1940 Democratic National Committeewoman 

1945-1951 Congresswoman 

7141 Senalda Road, Los Angeles, Calif, 

123 W, Bradley Lane, Chevy Chase, Maryland 


Residences: 

1946 


2 months 
in 1946 

1948 


3409 35th Place N,W,, Washington, D.C, 
1241 33rd St, N,W,, Yfashington, D,C, 
983 Park Ave,, NYC, 
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Elected to Congress from the 14th Congressional 
District of California on the Democratic ticket in 1944, She 
was supported in her campaign by the CP, 

Organisational Affiliationst 

American Committee for Protection of Foreign Born 
American Committee for Yugoslavian Relief 
American Preparatory Committee 

American Russian Institute of Southern California 
Americans for Democratic Action 
Council - on African Affairs .. 

East and I Vest Association Washington Council 
Fight for Freedom Committee 
Friends of the Spanish Republic 

l w- 

Hollywood Independent Citisens Committee of the 
Arts, Sciences^ and Professions ■ 

Hungarian-American Council for Democracy 

Inter-racial Film and Radio Guild. 

League of Women Shoppers - * , 

Nation Associates 

National Committee to Win the Peace 

Southern California Committee for Federal Union, 
affiliated with Federal Union, Inc,’ 

Y/ashington Committee of the Southern Conference 
for Human Yfelf are. 




i 
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ABBREVIATIONS USED IN THIS SUMMARY: 


ACYR - American Commit-bee on Yugoslav Relief 

ABA _---- Americans fir Democratic Action 

ARI ___ American Russian Institute 

AYB - American Youth for Democracy 

CSCUAA - California Senate Fact Finding Committee 

on Un - American Activities 

FEPC _ Fair Employment Practices Commission 

ICCASP - Independent Citizens Committee of the 

Arts, Sciences and Professions 

ipp _-_ Independent Progressive Party 

JAFRC - Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee 

NAACP - National Association for the Advancement 

of Colored People 

NNC - ___——- —National Negro Congress 

PAC ___ Political Action Committee 

PCA ________ -Progressive Citizens of America 
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The LA Office furnished a transcript of testimony 
of Frank Davis before the HCUA held at the Hollywood - Roosevelt 
Hotel, LA on 9/12/51 . In his testimony, Davis stated that 
Helen Gahagen had been interested in the Tom Mooney case back 
in the lOSO^s. 


Enel. of testimony as above 
with LA memo, 11/20/51 
Re: Frank Davis, was; 

SM-C 

100-2231-23 p.7 
(65/1 


Helen Gahagan Douglas was active in Consumers Union 
Which grew out of a strike at Consumers Research in 1935. 

No Inft. given 
NT rpt., 7/17/51 

Re: Ralph Preston Sollott, wa.; 
AEAA 

116-214134-23 


On 9/8/51 Martin BerMLey advised that he came to 
LA the middle of January, 1937. Shortly after arriving in LA 
Berkeley joined the Screen Readers' Guild and affiliated with 
the Party Fraction of the Guild. He advised that Melvin 
Douglas and his wife Helen Gahagan Douglas had been members of 
the Guild and within a year after joining, split completely 
with the Party and never to his knowledge had belonged to the 
Party. 

LA memo, 9/17/51 

Re: Martin Alton Berkeley, 

wa; SM-C 

100-374551-11 p.4 





Helen Gahagan was Honorary Vice President of "The 
Woman Shopper" according to the April, 1939, Vol. 1, Ho. 8, 
Hollywood issue. 

HCUA rpt., 1944 
61-7582-1298 p. 1007 

(SOjJ ■ 


In the fourth Report of the CSOUAA (1948) Helen 
Gahagan Douglas was listed as one of the 1939 National Off icers 
of the League of Women Shoppers. 

Report received from Senator Jack B. Tenney of LA. 

Above rpt. enclosed with 
Director*s Office Telephone 
Room Note, 5/6/48 
No Caption 

100-15252-39 end. p. 132,277 
(33) J 


As of 1940, the California Committee to Aid Agri- * 
cultural Workers had the support of ma.ny prominent people in 
the State of California, one of them being Helen Gahagan.^S^- 

SF-1 

SF rpt., 9/1/40 
Re: CP, USA, Dist 
- ’ Registration Act 

100 -3,-23-X6 p .12 
(65) J 







Some -time between 2/27/39 and 3/2/39, Frits Lang, 
motion picture director and close associate of Otto Hats, had 
an appointment with Helen Gahagen. ' 

. , J - About 5/8/39 Mrs. Lilly Hatvany of LA, was a guest 
of Mrs . Melvin Douglas. 


On 5/13/39 Lang was reminded to send flowers to Mrs. 
Douglas who was giving a dinner for Senor Del Via. 


On 3/12/40 Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Douglas wanted Lang 
to meet Paul Hagen at their home on the coming Saturday. 


LA rpt., 2/16/43 

Het Otto Nats, was.; , 

IS-R 

65-926.p-35 p.9,11 

fee, 4s) 


b7D 


Helen Gahagan (Mrs. Mel vi n Douglas) spoke at the 
"Grapes of Wrath" meeting conducted under the auspices of 
the Committee to Aid Agricultural Workers on 3/21/40 at the 
Philharmonic Auditorium s LA. ' (No Inft. given) 

In July, 1940 a newspaper clipping (name of paper 
not given) stated Douglas was a delegate to the Democratic 
Convention in Chicago held 7/14/40. She was elected California 
National Committeewoman. 


b3 


(No Inft. given) 


pwl 
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Information-was received -bo -the effect that Douglas 
was chairman of the Southern Branch-of the California Com¬ 
mittee to Aid Agricultural Workers. 

(No Inft. giv,en) 

The 4/8/39 "Communist Daily Record" stated that on 
the previous night a reception had been held at Douglas’ home 
for Erika Mann, writer. 

A confidential source reported on 9/1/40 that Douglas 
was among the prominent supporters of the Committee to Aid 
Agricultural Workers.)*#/) lif' 

On 3/2/41 Douglas was featured in a radio program 
over Columbia network under the auspices of the "Free Players 
League, Hollywood. (No Inft. given) 

Justice Dept, memo on 

iteibvyn Douglas end. with 

Justice Dept, letter, 8/23/41 

61- 9218-11 p. 10, ir, 12, 14, 

15, 16,18 

(69)4 

SI 1st par. above 

62- 876-81 (Margaret Kerr, 

Sec.-Mgr. Better American 

Federation, LA) 

( 67)4 






Some time prior to July } 1940 Mr, and Mrs, Melvyn 
Douglas, (Helen Gahagan Douglas) were in the home of Mrs . John 
Bright, Organiser for the CP Industrial Unit of the Spanish 
Speaking People in LA 3 and they were talking Communism, 


I Th ~C1T; unknowh, TFTTaETTvty 
LA rpt., 3/29/51 , 

Be: Victor Alexander Phhlen / 

Esp. -R 

' 65-59141-19 


On 11/26/40 Helen Douglas 3 (Mrs. Melvin Douglas) 3 
attended a meeting at the Beverly Wilshire .Hotel, Beverly , 

Hills, held by the Hollywood Committee for Writers in Exile. U 

b7D 

LA rpt. / 1/19/43 

B e : Leonhard Frank, via; 

zs~c 

10fl -21955-15 

(lei) 

SI 100-259318-5 

(66)J 


CONFI 





Q 


On 12/2/40 


\advised i^hat he had been a 


OP member only a few months when he realised that it ■ 


r ity. 


was a pow£ 
stated he\ 


•cioal 


| and-had oFWaTnen me sz n mmnsr m amniku - 

tinmm.1 miar.a "felloe travelers. " _ 

Regaramg aeien u-anagan ne 

s-to&ed sKe was an actress, wife of Melvyn Douglas, vjho had been 
elected to the Women's National Democratic Committee. She 
was identified with Communist sponsored activities.S&0 Of 

LA rpt., 12/7/40 
Re: Harry Bridges, wasj 
Communist Activities 
Immigration Matters 
39-915-684 p.9 
( 65 ) J • 


In the spring of 1942 Mrs. J. Skinner who resided 
near Mrs. Amy Warner, Morro Bay, California, advised that some 
years previous, Mrs. Warner held' open forums at her house and 
had invited such people as Helen Gahagan. 

LA rpt., 5/28/42 

Re: Mrs. Amy L. Warner} 

IS-R 

100-53329-2 

(esl) 





CONF 


The "Peoples Yforld" for 5/27/42 carried an article 
headed "Kenny Quits (Gubernatorial)Race to Aid War Unity." 

The article stated that Helen Gahagan Douglas was one who had 
sent a wire to (Robert) Kenny requesting that he withdravj from, 
the racef^y . fjLA-19)j/k:\ii i 

As of. October, 1946, Douglas -appeared on the list of 
national sponsors of the American Committee for Yugoslav Relief., 

(No Inft.) . 

LA rpt.j 10-/10/46 

Re: Robert Walker Kenny,* was; 

IS-C 

100-168670-25 p.5,36 
(40 )J 


The Army service record of Chauncey Alexander on file 
at the Adjutant General's Office, St. Louis, Missouri, revealed 
that Helen Gahagdn Douglas had requested (date not given) an 
audience with the Secretary of War fb& the purpose of discussing 
the case of Alexander. She stated she had reason to believe that 
Alexander had been discriminated against in his military 
assignments due to his affiliation with the CIO previous to 
his entering the military service which was in December, 1942. 

St. Louis rpt., 9/24/53 

Re: Chauncey Arden Alexander, Jr.; 

SM-C 

100-22016-8 

( 34 )] 


\ 0 - 



CQ 


iTIAl. 







WasKTngTorTj D. 0. on 2/59/43. One converscrFion 
was WeUween one Uriburu and a Miss Oliver. They -balked about 
the President's Ball, Then Miss Oliver mentioned that Mrs.- 
Melvin Douglas would be at the Mayflower Hotel 

H . 

65-48U67-6X ^ 

(69ti 


As of early 1943 s Helen Gahagen was one. of the 
Screen Actors Guild members who had taken part in and supported 
Communists, and CP. front activities in Hollywood over a period, 
of six or seven years. 

In 1940 Laura Burt made a statement to the State 
District Attorney to the'effect that "we" attended a house¬ 
warming at the home of Helen Gahagen and in complimenting 
Gahagen on her home &he had said she didn't know why they 
had put so much money into the house "because when the 
revolution comes we will lose it all." • 


-Gahagen was one of the sponsors of the Hollywood > 

Theater Alliance and the Hollywood 'Writers School 3 as of 1943 .C&JM, 


I s * 

b2 LA rptTJ 2/18/43 

b7D Be: Cominfil Motion Picture Industry 

IS-C 

- 100-138754-4 p.78,98,114,148 

. ( 66 /| 






As of March 1943 it was reported that Margaret Brahan 
was making numerous trips from Washington, D.C. to Mexico via 
California. When in California she was the guest of Mrs. 

Melvin Douglas. 

Mrs. Lois B. Stedman 3 Personnel 

Director 3 Ordnance Dept. 3 Gulf 

Ordnance Plant 3 Prairie 3 Miss. 

Jackson letter 3 3/5/43 

Be: Margaret'Brahan; 18-G 

100-190101-1 

(69)J 


■The n Peoples World n fir 9/3/43 stated that Helen Gahagan 
Douglas was supported by the Hollywood Democratic Committee. 

About in the summer of 1945 3 Douglas hxsdr spoke'- before 
a CP front group known as the "Roosevelt Club" or the n 44th 
Assembly District Group." 


Rpt. of HCUA 79th Congress 
enclosed with WO letter 3 
R e : Conf. Rpt. HCUA; (No 

100-138754 -116X p. 22 3 23 
( 37)1 


31 100-138754-113 p.22 } 23 
( 37 )^ 


9/25/45 

Class) 


On 11/23/43 at a meeting of the Farm Security 
Administration held at FSA headquarters 3 Portland 3 Oregon 3 
Walter Duffy 3 Regional Director 3 told of his having received 
a long distance telephone call from a Miss Helen De Hagan in 
California 3 believed to be identical to Helen Gahagan Douglas. 
Douglas had stated she was organising a group in her state 
known as the Union for Democratic Action. 

^ jxiAsil. 

[TM 


Portland (/kl »llty 


TUTirnrmT, rpirr 3 <s/l 5/44 
Re: Cominfil United Federal 
Yforkers of America - CIO; 13-C 
61-8^57-271 p. 3 


hlD 





A trash cover on the residence of Ellenore Abowits, 
known CP member, who resided at 450 N, Sycamore St,, 
revealed the minutes of a meeting held 12/26/43 at the Hollywood 
Roosevelt Hotel, LA, to arrange for the Vice - Presidents {Henry 
Wallace) visit to California. Helen Gahagan Douglas was one of 
those present at the meeting [A 

LA rpt,, 6/11/48 

Re: ■arry C. Westover, Coll, of 

I n t. Revenue, LA; 

LGE 

’ ■ - 121-5509-12 

- (54 )J 


During the 1944 elections the Hollywood Democratic 
Committee "teamed up" with the CPA, CIO and the PAC as well as 
some AFL unions and they reported having collected and 
expended #85 ,113 in nominating four candidates for Congress, 
Three of the candidates were elected, one being Helen Gahagan 
Douglas;' 


The Hollywood ICCASP held a number of mass meetings 
in which various well known Hollywood personalities took pa.rt, 
Douglas was one of them. 


Ha rln.±P. 


b2 

b7D 


LA rpT7~, 8/4/47 
Res- Cdminfil Motion Picture 
Industry; IS-C 
100-138754-188 p,. 93,95 

»(38lj < 


During the course of the 1944 Na,tional Democratic 
Convention in Chicago, Helen Gahagan Douglas accused obert 
W, Kenny, chairman of the California delegation to "the 
convention, and others with abandoning their support of Wallace 
in favor of Truman, 


No Inft. given 
LA memo, 8/24/44 
Re: Robert W. Kenny, 



(no cdassifi- 








(40 jj 


Investigation in February, 1944 } of the Free World 
Association of Hollywood indicated that Walter Wanger and Helen 
Gahagen were leading figures in the organisation. 

(No Inft. given) 

The above information appeared as a Bureau note., on the toff' 
an outgoing letter to Wanger acknowledging receipt of waterial 
from him on a series of lectures which Sir Norman Angell was 
giving in LA in the spring of 1944. 

Bureau letter as above, 3/31/44 

100-28873-7 

(65)] 


On 2/5/44 Helen 
of the Hollywood group of 
Hotel, Hollywood. 


Gahagen Douglas attended a dinner meeting 
Free/World Association, held at Beverly 


Source A: 


ILL 


J^e-iza. 6 1 U t y ~noi jive nj 


XI rp-i.j 
Be: Free World, Inc; IS-C 
100-90431-119 p.6 



b7D 






Director J. Edgar'Hoover received a letter signed 
Marshall Field, Edwin R. Embree and Charles S. Johnson of 
Chicago, and dated 8/82/44 . This letter invited him to attend 
a conference to be held in Chicago on 3/21-82/44, to discuss 
the race-problem. Attached to this, letter was a list of the 
persons invited to attend the conference which included Helen 
Gahdgen of Hollywood, 

By letter dated 2/26/44 the Director declined the 
invitation, 

62-75115-1 
(65) J 


- The "Peoples World " of 2/29/44 carried an article 
headed n Helen Gahagan up for Congress” which stated Helen 
Gahagan Douglas had filed nomination papers with the Secretary 
of State of California for the Democratic nomination from the 
14th District.in LA, She gave her occupation as actress, 

LA rpt., 4/12/44 * • ' 

Re: League of Women Writers-; 

IS-C 

100-7322-62 

(31 )j . • 


In the spring of 1944 Helen Gahagan Douglas arranged 
to rent .one of the Downtown Forum halls at 215 3/4 S, Spring 
St,, LA, through Lillian Happle, a member of the 44th A,°D, CP 
Club who had charge of renting the halls to speakers who 


desired to use them 



(u) 

LA.rpt., 9/4/44. 

Re.: Downtown Forum, was 


b2 

b7D 


'IS-C 


■ 100-131785-15 

(37 \ 









ThehQuarterly Intelligence Summary of 5/15/44 
reported that as of 3/21/44 on a billboard in front of the 
Fowne Avenue Forum y 541 S. Towne Ave. y LA y Helen Gahagan 
Douglas was listed as the main speaker for the Forum program 
to be held on the coming Sunday. 

100-3-25-792 

■ ( 28)4 


On 3/23/44 Carl Winter conferred with Philip Connelly y 
secretary of CIO Council in LA. They discussed the political 
action meeting of the CIO and it was decided that both the CP 
and CIO would endorse certain political candidates for Congress y 
one being Helen Gahagan Douglas •C ( $^ L ~(U) 

(U) 


l 


b2 

hlD 


Ha rpt Tj 6/30/44 
Re: Carl Winter y 
IS-C 

100-4861-101 


was: 


(31)] 


On 1/31/44 Helen Gahagen called 
"very upset about the State Assembly a ctiorT. 'j|g>^k(U)~ 


and was 


b7D 


3/29/44 [ 
about tn 


JjEE-lJJ^^) 


On 

functionary y _ _ 

Hollywood Democratic Committee ^Jr ad e nd orsed Gahagen and that 
should do ^ ' "" 


e coming elections. [ 


CP 

^WTrrvrTTnrr^the 


JKZ 111 U t U/ U U O U/ yjUlUlb V U 1/ K* 1 a 1 1 v 

the same .Q>^C(U) Cl J°-1 


LA rpt. y 4/8/44 
Re: George Pepper; 
IS-C 

100-254107-4 

( 66 )\ . 


11 we ,Ti 


blD 


-16- 








On 3/29/44 the Hollywood Democratic Committee held 
a meeting in the Blossom Room of the Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel, 

LA, At the meeting Marc Connelly, chairman of the meeting, stated 
that the Committee had endorsed Helen Gahagan Douglas for Congress 
from the 14th District SX/i U 

ydu\ 


b2 

b7D 


LA rpt., 4/20/44 
R e : Hollywood Democratic 
Committee 3 
IS-C 

100-197270-9 

(n)\ 


The Hollywood Democratic Committee was formed by 
the Communists and sympathisers in the motion picture industry 
early in 1943, which Committee nominated Helen Gahagan Douglas 
to run for Congress in the spring of 1944, 

No Inft. given 

LA Memo, 6/8/44 

Re: Cominfil Motion Picture 

Industry 

100-138754-35X 

(37) 4 / 


In April, 1944 the PAC of Lo.cal 9 of the International 
Longshoremen’s and Warehousemen’s Union, LA, was active in the 
preliminary campaign of Helen Gahagan Douglas, b 7 D 


Sn u.ro.e _ El _[ 


LA rptT, 12/12/44 

Re: William Edward Bluhm, 

IS-C 

100-277499-10 

(4*.h 






in . . 

The A Quarterly Intelligence- Summary for 5/15/44 
reported that on 4/2/44 Helen Gahagan Douglas spoke, on "How 
is Congress Hampering the War Effort" at the Downtown Forum meeting 
held at their headquarters, 215 3/4 S . Spring Street, LA* 

100-3-25-791 

( 28)4 H- b2 

SI 100-131785-14} ( U ) b7D 

(37)4 P -- J/N . 


JAt the 4/19/44 meeting of the 5 5th , Assembly 
District CP Club, held at Park Manor, ' LAjS&t was announced that 
the club was to actively support the candidacy of Helen 
Gahagan Douglas as Representative from the 14th Congressional 
District. - (U) b2 . • “ 

-|^(U) ->™ 

LA rpt., 11/14/44 

Re: Eda Marie Taylor, wa; 

£jS~C ' 

100-264120-3 


Helen Gahagen was one of the speakers at the 4/23/44 
meeting of the Action to Liberate Hungary Club, LA (place of 
meeting not stated). , r\ 


jounce 


LA rpt., 6/23/44 

Re: Action to Liberate Hungary; 

IS-C 

100-300657-8 









- jls of May, 1945, the Hollywood Democratic Committee 
negotiated with the Democratic Party for a consolidation of 
forces for the election of certain candidates, one being Helen 
Gahagan Douglas. Douglas wanted to run for Congress in the 
14th District of California although she did not live in that 
district. Therefore, she moved to a hotel in the 14th District. 
She was also endorsed by the National AFL PAC. 

L/) Quarterly Intelligence Summary, 
5/14/44 

- - R e : Hollywood Democratic Committee 

100-197270-10 

($>$)■ 


On 4/26/44, 

in LA,, reported to NT TieaHquarTers THaT HGTen uunwgwfi UUUgi 
was Labor's candidate for Congress in the 14th District of 
California. 


On 5/4/44 reported to NY headquarters, stating 

u In my last report 1 mentioned some of the propaganda being put 
out in Helen Gahagan r s district." He mentioned also that the 
CIO had prepared an article counteracting propaganda put out 
by certain elements. 


LA rpt., 7/27/44 
Be: PAC of the CIO; 

Disputes Acts 


57-407-242 p.12 

( 18 P 


War Labor 


On 5/10/44 
of LA CPA, discussed 
Douglas to meet with 


maTPTng ’arrangemeh ot> muon ~a <j-u,n,u,yu^n ^ 
her regarding impending legislation. 

r—ife^ u) 

LA rp i 7fo/29/45 

Re: William R. Bidner, wasj 

SM-C 


_J president 
■en Gahagan ^ 


100-317714-13 

(44)i 


-19- 









The Hollywood Democratio Committee called for a mass 
meeting under the auspices of the Radio Division of the , Committee 
to he held 5/10/44 in Studio 3, Station ICFT/B. The purpose of 
the meeting was a discussion of political issues by some of the 
movie industry's outstanding artists. Helen Gahagan Douglas 
was to be one of the speakers 


MU 

5/13/44 


b2 

b7D 


lA rpTTj 
R e : Cominfil Motion Picture 

Industry; IS-C 
100-138754-31 p.10 

(#, 4 ) 


.The "DW" for 5/29/44 under the heading "Film Front" 
and subheaded "Films Get Two Livewire Spokesmen in Congress" 
stated that Hal Styles had won out in the California election 
as well as Helen Gahagan (Mrs.)Melvyn Douglas) which assured 
the movie industry of two spokesmen in the next Congress. 

100-138754 -A 
(67)} 


The "Pacific Coast Shipyard Worker" for 5/18/44 
carried a group picture which contained Jackson Montgomery and 
Helen Gahagan Douglas. The picture had been taken at the 
Jefferson High School in LA and was captioned "Political 
Action Highlight." 

LA rpt.j 1/8/45 

Re: Jackson Montgomery, wa; 

IS-C 

100-107835-16 

(36)]. 


SO- 







V 



jls of 5/18/44 the CIO endorsed Helen Gahagan Douglas, 
in the 14th District of California in which ihe Westlake CP 
Club was located. The "Peoples World" write-up giving the 
background of the Calif ornigy. candidates gave the most favorable 
recommendation to Douglas. 

J[ln ft. AA-][p*pt. dated at 
5/18/44 headed, "Communist" 
100-3-35-850 


Between : f*J>/26/43 and 6/25/44 Helen Gahagan Douglas, 
Democratic Candidate for Congress -— 14th District, was to be a 
guest speaker at one of the Sunday afternoon Towne Avenue 
Forum meetings. 


No Inft, given 
LA rpt., 9/7/44 
Re: Towne Avenue Forum; 

IS-C 

100-71744-12 
(36 ).lj 


A mail cover on 
836 Hyperion Avenue, LA, 
with x a return address of 
LA, C( “ 


the residence of William Winebrenner, 
revealed a letter postmarked 6/26/44 
Helen Gahagan Douglas, 727 W, 7th St,, 


LA rpt., 8/25/44 
Re: William Dolph 

wa; IS-C 
101 -5333-13 
( 58 )] 


Winebrenner, 


- 21 - 






C0NF1 







b7D 


On 7/18/44 [ 


attempted to c ontact 


He! en fi-pahn.nn.n T)nnnlnR n.± ±h.P. Fa7mgr House, Chicago, 


by Douglas' secretary'. 


(U) 




I 


birb the request was "declined 


b2 

b7D 


UKTcago "rpt., 1/31/45 

Be: Mrs. Carl I. Lieber, was} 

IS-C 

100-44142-17 


As of 7/22/44 it was believed that on the Congressional 
picture, Helen Douglas was expected to win in .the November 
electiony j 

Tlnft . AA-Tprlyfri, dated at AL. (U) 
7/22/44 

Re: CP, Dist.: 13 
100-3-25-891 

Mi 


At the 7/26/44 meeting of the 


Hollywood Democratic 
Club, Gloria Stuart, 


Committee held in the Hollyvjood T/omen r s 
Hollywood screen actress, in the absence of Helen Gahagan 
Douglas, gave a report on the National Democratic Convention 
vjhich had been held in Chicago. She reported on the activities 
of herself and the California delegation of which Douglas vjas 
a member. (Jh^f 


b2 

b7D 


pwl 


LA rpw., 9 / 21/44 

Re: Hollyvjood Democratic 

Committee; IS-C 

100-197270-12 

(41) J 
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COMF 


L 


b7D 


On 7/24/44 

^admitted tKere was HTTUer fFeTTng wTWITn HKe UaTTfornia 


* 


hat 


delegation, especially on the part of Helen Gahagan f over the 
defeat of Henry Wallace at the Chicago Democratic Convention. 


On the same date 


discussed impressing 


upon Helen Gahagan Douglas the importance of having unity within 
their group at the Democratic C State Convention to be held in b7D 
Augusts ^C.(U) 

^ Vk. 

(U) 


IS-C 


]LA JQ-l _ 

HfA letter / 7/28/44 
Re: CPA } Dist. 13j 

100-3-25-878 
(28)1 


SI 100-4158f-29 
(56)J 

SI 100-370750-44 p.23 
( 51 )J 

SI 1st par. above . 
100-^68189-8 (Cotifl Source) 






On 3/27/44 John Howard Lawson, head of 
CBA Section in LA } visited George Pepper .and tol{ 
Qahagan Douglas was apparent 1 


On 7/25/4 4[ 


with Douglas and make[ 
no mystery to anyone" 



sideTi 


the Northwest 
him that Helen 

(U) *>2 


b7D 


that they dould talk 
*jxa,t machine politics was 

(U) 


b7D 


On 2/10/44 Pepper was chairman at a meeting of the 
15th CD Legislative Council held in the office of the Film 
Technician Union } Hollywoo.d. Pepper told °f his plans to draft 
Douglas to oppose Congressman ^(7ostello b2 

b7D 


LA rpt, 3 11/3/44 
Re: George Pepper; 
IS-C 

100-254107-5 p.4 s 5 } 8 
(43)\ 


On 7/26/44 the . Hollywood Democratic Committee held 
a meeting in the H 0 llywood Women r s Club in LA, Helen Gahagan 
Douglas who was a delegate to the National Democratic Convention 
in Chicago and was a strong supporter of Vice-President Wallace, 
was expected to be at the meeting to report on the convention. 
However } she did not attend the meeting and the reason for her 
absence was unknown. 


Bureau Agent 
LA rpt,, 8/21/44 

Re: Hollywood Democratic Comibbee; 

IS-C 

100-197270-12 

( 41)4 
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Amerigo Bossani 3 Italian politician in LA, was 
responsible for the appearance of Helen Gahagan as a speaker 
at a dance in the late summer <f 1944 which was in honor of the 
Italian Council in LA. (fZ/m a '»t cj/ftrZ) 


^Source 




] . LA QUIUlUify not 

b7D 


LA rpt., 9/4/44 
te: Free Italy Movement, wa; 
IS-I, C 
100-30189-36 
( 65 \] 




At the Banning H 0 mes (a public housing project), 

LA 3 a drive was being put on to enlist residents of the 
project into a medical group. A-t a function sponsored by the 
Resident Herald committee of the Banning H 0 mes, arrangements 
were made to have a well-known movie actress speak' but at the 
last minute Helen Gahagan (Douglas) (wife of Helvyn-.Douglas) 
was substituted. In the medical plan drive 3 Nelda Salinger 3 . 
secretary to Douglas 3 was active. 

8 ns/4 



b7D 


T&uimrry noTfTV&ny 

6/5/52 


HA rpTTy 
Re: Ursula Irene Wasserman; 

Fsp.-R 

100-365848-120 
(7 k 8,7 dfi ) ' 







» - - The n CI0 Labor Herald n for 9/8/44. carried a photo¬ 
graph of five individuals, one being Helen Gahagan Douglas, 
under which appeared an article stating that "Women 's work 
this year is political action, said these CIO Auxiliary 
women and election, workers . ” 

LA rpt.j 2/5/45 

Re: Nellie I. Mansfield, was.; 

IS-C 

' ■ ' 100-186133-18 

(41)\ 


On 9/13/44, Louis Harris advised John Howard Lawson 
that he had obtained a statement from Loren Miller endorsing 
Helen Gahagen Douglas as a candidate for Congress. 

Conf. Source 
LA rpt. 3 2/28/49 
Re: Louis Harris, wa 
SM-C 

100-240334-10 

(63)1 






The Bureau received a report from an unknown outside 
source dated Stfi, 9/25/44 on James 0 . "7/hitey" McLean who ran 
the Open Forum, a hangout for Communist and low type individuals 
at 5th and Towne Ave., LA. According to the report Helen 
Gahagan Douglas was a speaker at a meeting at the Open Forum 
on 9/24/44. 


At the Forum there was a large box with a number of 
Communist publications which were sold and some back issues 
distributed free. Also 3 there was distributed free a paper 
called the "Free Press" which set forth the virtues and 
platform of Helen Douglas. 

Enel, as above with Bureau Memo 
to 10/26/44/ 

Be: James C. McLean was/ 

IS-C 

10,0-22770-16 

■ r ($ 3 ^ 


As of 9/2T./44 Helen Cahagen had proven incompetent 
organising the Negroes in L^A* for 'the coming election. 

_ __ b2 

H&kUL b7D 

LA letter, 10/9/44 


Be: Progressive Book Shop / 
IS-C 


97-282-56 
(65 )I 


SI 100-86386-33 

(te)4 



in 


-27 







In about October,1944 Ellenore Abowits received a 
letter from the Women's Defense Domestic Central Committee, 
524 Roosevelt Bldg*, LA, The letter urgeck.attendance a,t the 
election rally for Helen Gahagan Douglas O PW . b2 

Ji£(U) b7D 

l LA rpt. , 1/22/45- 
Re: Ellenore Abowits, wa; 

IS-C . 


100-273376-15 

(44)1 


In the fall of 1944 at meetings of CPA Clubs in 
LA, Helen Gahagan Douglas .was one of the candidates for the 
office of Representative, recommended, as "entitled to receive 
CPA support. • - 


LA rpt., 3/3/45 
Re: Cominfil American 

Newspaper Guild - CIO; IS-C 
100,-7326-239 

■(sA 


On IO/ 3/44 Harry Steinmets and Helen Gahagan Douglas 
were participants* in a political meeting held at Russ 
Auditorium, San Diego.Cjfe/TlJ 

[SD-17}*^ U- 
San Diego rpt., 6/29/45 
Re: H arr y Charles Steinmets 

100-16635-19 
(33 )4 








The "LA Examiner" for 10/19/44 stated that George B. 
Roberts, PAG Regional Director, testified before a special 
Congressional committee that the PAC had contributed $954 to , 
Helen Gahagan Douglas in her candidacy for Congress. 

Th& "LA Examiner" for 8/29/44 under the heading "Costs 
Listed by Hillman" stated that Sidney Hillman, chairman of the 
CIO-BAC gave the House Campaign Expenditures Committee a 
breakdown of expenditures in Congressional primary campaigns 
and stated that $955.04 went to the campaign of Douglas. 

LA rpt., 11/9/44 
Re: Cominfil CIO Industrial 
Union Councils, LA Divj 
IS-C 

100-33049-26-2? p . 17, 25a 


On 10/23/44 the Young Americans for RooseveJJi were to 
hold a meeting in the law office of Selma Bachelis. [Ba chelis 
thought Helen Gahagan Douglas would be a suitable speaker for 


thought Hel, 
the meeting 


(U) 


u) 

1/20/45 


Re; Mrs. Selma MikeIs Bachelis, 

was; SM-C 

100-214352-7 

( 42)1 





On 10/26/44 at the Towne Avenue Form, in LA, it 
was noted that Helen Gahagan Douglas was to speak there on 
the corning. Sunday dn "why she was for Roosevelt." , 

Fisur . 

LA rpt., 2/5/45 

Re: James C. McLean, was; 

IS-C 

100-22770-17 

- - - ( 34)1 ■ - 


In November, •1944 Raye Rubin was invited to attend an 
"open house," celebrating the victory of Helen Gahagan Douglas 
at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Ed J 0 nes in San Pedro £&? (/• 

[sP-3]/^)^ 

; • LA rpt., 12/29/44 

' Re: Raye Rubin, was; 

IS-C ’ 

100-140272-54 ‘ ’ 

.. ( 33 M . . 


.. The "East Side Journal” of 10/25/44 carried an article 
stating the IWO would hold an election rally at the Embassy 
Auditorium on 11/1/44 at which Helen Gahagan Douglas was to 
be one of the speakers. 

LA rpt., 11/18/44 
Re: IWO, LA Div.; 

IS-C 

61 -7341-26-30 

( 20 /f 

SI 100-297187-7 
( 56)\ 
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At a meeting of the Pb'lish-American Social Center in 
LA, shortly before 11/7/44, several individuals appeared who 
distributed circulars in both English and Polish, soliciting 
votes for Helen Cahagan Douglas. 


I I LA tfoluUlitv 

LA rpt., 12/2/44 

Re: American Friends for t 

Poli,sh Unity; 

IS- C 

100-342167-4 

(47)] 


According to LA files, as of 11/7/44, Jake Zeitlin 
who operated a studio at 624 S. Carondelet, LA, participated in 
a p olitical campaign conducted in behalf of Heleji Cahagan Douglas. 
JAs. of 10/1/45 Zeitlin was contac-ted by Stephan Apr.esian, Vice . 
Consul of USSR in SF. — ‘ 

' ‘ Fi r Ur* 

LA rpt., 12/6/45 

. Re: Comintern Apparatus$ IS-R 

100-203581-5084 p.36 
(42)4 

SI 100-311920-19 p. 19 

(63)4 

ST 100-311920-52 p.16 
(44)J 








Qn 7 7 /R/dd Mr*. 


Cnxl ELdJlqji m&± Paul Teitelbaum, 

and expressed 


eTaTTon "over tfte eTecTTon of "EeTen TTaKagan Uouglas in the 14th 
District of California. Mrs. Winter asked Teitelbaum. to -gjpg 
her all of Douglas 7 campaign literature 


statea 




{place of meeting not 


LA Tetter } 11/25/44 
Re; Carl Winter, was; 
IS-C 

100-4861-118 

f3lJJ 

31 100-4861-119 p.34 

OH} 


b2 

b7D 


b7D 


The names of the newly elected Congressmen as listed 
in the Evening Star" for 11/9/44 were searched against the 
'Bureau Security Index. Four of the persons listed were known. 
Communists of had strong Communist sympathies and affiliations / 
the four being Helen Gahagan Douglas 3 High De Lacy 9 ‘Democrat 
from the state of Washington } Vito M arcantonio of N7 } and Adam 
Clayton Powell, Jr. also of NY. 

NY Memo., 11/18/44 
Re: CPA-General; 

, IS-C 

. ■ 100-3-788 
(37)1 


-38- 






This reference is an Informant report dated H/ll/44 
(no city given), headed "Political Action Committee to Build 
Machine for Congressional CampaignsThe report stated that 
the CIO leaders planned to turn their PAC into political 
machines and listed some of the work which PAC had done and 
stated that it worked in California for Helen Gahagan Douglas. 

In ft. #6- : 

57-407-435 

( 18 )J ' - 


As of 11/14/44 the LA West Lake CP Club was pleased 
over the election of Helen Douglas in the 14th District of Calif. 

V 

jlnf t. AA r Hj¥pfr> dated LA, 11/14/44 
Re: CP. Dist\ 13 
100-3-25-1022 




a social n 
given) XfZ) 


Shortly before 11/21/44 Helen Gahagan Douglas spoke at 
arty in California, (place not stated and no details 


*1 


{oi-zS&l. . 

Philadelphia rpt., 1/2/45 
Re: Miriam Weiss, was; 
SM-C 

100-236641-16 

( 43 ) J 


-33- 
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On 11/21/44 at a meeting of the CPA at the Booker T. 
Washington Center, Erie, Pennsylvania, Emil Steinbarth and 
Wilbur White, president of the CPA in Erie, discussed the 
coming banquet to be held in Erie in December for Vice Presid.ent 
Y/allace. They also discussed obtaining Mrs. Melvyn Douglas as 
speaker because of her CPA leanings j) 

Fe-2 and 

Pittsburgh rpt., 1/10/45 
Be: Emil Steinbarth; 

IS-C 

61-9229-12 

' . (67) J " 

SI 100-3-9-792 (Erie, Pa. PD 
rpt., 11/37/44) 

( 60 )J 


The LA County AID planned an anniversary dinner to 
be designated as a Salute to Young America and to be held at 
the Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel, LA, on 12/1/44. Helen Gahagan 
Douglas had been asked to speak at the dinner 

LA rpt., 12/6/44 
Re: AID; 

IS-C 

61-777-26-90 


On 12/2/44 at the Towne Avenue Forum, LA, Frank 
Padovan was the main speaker. He stated that Helen Gahagan 
Douglas had visited the Forum in the past. ' 

b7D 

LA rpt., 2/7/45 • 

Re: Frank A arl Padovan , was; 
IS-C 







The Uni-bed Automobile Workers-CIO International 
Union through its executive board members and. international 
officers established a Women's Bureau which was scheduled to 
meet at the Book Cadillac Motel'in Detroit on 18/7-8/44. /h\h 
According to newspaper articles, Helen G-ahagan Douglas was 
scheduled to be one of the principle speakers at the meeting. 

Ho Inft. given 

Detroit rpt18/15/44 

Ret CPA, Dist. 7; 

IS-C 

100-3-18-1555 p.60 


On 18/11/44 John Vfilliamson, National Secretary of 
the CPA, NYC, was in LA and while there had made the statement 
that he did not like the fact that Philip M. Connelly had 
spoken favorable of Helen JUahagan Douglas because of her 
Trotskyite affiliation^^A^ 

. • FfesujM) (U) 

x>A. fpt.f^l/9/45 

Ret Philip M. Connelly, was, 

IS-C 

100-41584-30 

(3SM ■' 


At a meeting sponsored by the LACPA held at the 
Tropics Room of the Clark Hotel, LA, in December, 1944, Paul 
Cline spoke. He stated that Helen Cahagan, who previously 
had no love for the "Peoples World" had agreed to have in¬ 
formation about herself placed in the "Peoples Yfonld". 

- Bureau Agents 

.LA rpt., 1/3/45 
Re: Noteeh Klapper, wa. 

Paul Cline; IS-C 
100-19938-47 



- 35 - 





:0f7H©^T 


TIAL 


On 12/17/44 Eugene Connolly, member of the American 
Labor Party in NIC, was speaker at a mass rally at the Shrine 
Auditorium, LA', sponsored by the IPP. T n his speech Connolly 
urged that more people like Vito Marcantonio and Helen Gahagan 
Douglas be sent to Congress. 

"Hollywood Citizens Hews," 
12/18/47. 

LA rpt., 1/15/48 
Be: Compic 3 IS-C 
. 100-138754-393 p.7 
(38)J 


The 1945 "Buying Guide" published by the Consumers' 
Union of the US, Inc., HTC, stated that Helen Gahagan Douglas, 
on the West Coast, had been active in Consumers Unions. 

NYC rpt., 4/16/45 

Re: Cominfil Consumers' 

Union of the US, Inc.; 

IS-C 

100-/324-35 

fssjl 


In 1945 Hazel ' Galpin, employee of the Unit.ed Federal 
Workers of America National Office, Washington, D.C., was 
considering taking a position as secretary to Congresswoman 
Helen Gahagen Douglas 

I- b7D 

WU rpt., 3/26/45 

Re: Cominfil United Federal 

Workers of America'+CIO; 

IS-C 

61-8657-346 

( 60)1 
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A Mrs. Sevritz (ph.) contacted Helen Bryan, secretary 
of JAFRC,on 12/2/44 and read a telegram, to Bryan which Sevritz 
had received from Nation- Associates. The telegram asked for 
assistance'in forming a committee to join in action aimed at 
severing diplomatic relations with Franco Spain. The committee 
to be named Friedds of Spanish Republic was to be launched at 
a public demonstration at Madison Square Gardens probably 
1/2/45. Helen Gahagan Douglas was lis/tpd as one of the leaders 
in favor~ of forming such a committee£/&) [A 


b2 

b7D 


NY teletype12/2/44 
Re: JAFRC; 

IS-C 

100-7061-735 

( 31)1 

SI 10.0-336845-1 
(45)J - 


The Bureau furnished the' State Department with 
intelligence memoranda .during the course of the UN Conference 
on Industrial Organization in the spring of 1945. Page 145 
of the memoranda stated that Helen Gahagen Douglas had been 
one of the sponsprs to the 1/2/45 rally sponsored by the 
Friends of the Spanish Republic held at Madison Square Gardens, : 
NYO. . ‘ ' 

Enel, of memoranda as above 
with Bureau, letter, 6/26/45 
Re: Qolden. 

' - 62-77787-1081 end. p.124 - 

($0)3 


S- 1 100-336845-6 f 
(45} I) 




h2 
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J.s of February s 1945 Helen Gahagan Douglas was -the 
sponsor of one of the bills before the House of Representatives 
for a permanent FEPC . • 


No Inft. given 
V/FO rpt.j 2/25/45 
Re: N(zt r l. Council for a 
Permanent FEPC; 

, IS - 

100-272184-10 
(18. 48) 







listed Helen 


Gahagan Douglas as a memNer of a "comMTTNWe Sponsoring a dinner 
for 2/3/45 to be held at the Hotel Roosevelt under the auspices 
of the American Committee for Yugoslav Relie,\J^ b 



On 2/5/45 Helen Douglas and Charles Clason } 
Representative from Massachusetts introduced bills for a 
permanent FEPC. 

No Inft. 

WO rpt. s 2/20/45 
Re: Foreign Inspired Agitation 
Among American Negroes in the 
WO Div; 

IS 

100-135-53-204 

fsAj 


On 2/6/45 the Executive Committee of the Iqlinois - 
Indiana CPA held a meeting at District Headquarters 3 Chicago. 
At the meeting Phil Bart 3 district secretary } gave a. report 
in which he stated that the CP at that time had a highly vocal 
bloc in Congress elected by aid of the PAC. Helen Gahagen 
Douglas was one of their people. •* 


Unidentified Inft. 
2/9/45 

100-3-14-2530 




rpt. 


dated 







The 2/8/45 issue of "Los Angeles Sentinel” carried 
an article headed ”Congress Urged to Probe Local Housing . . 
Officials.” The article stated that because the FHA had 
refused to grant Negroes priority South of 124th Street 3 it 
was urged that a Congressional investigation be made of the 
local and regional off icials of the "NBA. " The Congressmen 
appealed to included Helen Gahagan Douglas. . - 

LA rpt., 2/17/45 
Re: Foreign Inspired'Agitation 
Among American Negroes in the ' 
LA Field; 

. IS 

100-135-26-149 p.10 
(304 


I 


was HeHweeh 

Uongressman TTeorge HTTTer and Trances "Jacobson. They talked 


b2 


about an appointment which Wfiller had with Secretary Ickes 
which had been put off to a Ifyter time and Miller said he 
would tell Mrs'. Douglas (Helen Gahagan Douglas ) 

Later that same day Harriet Bouslog (of the CIO 
Maritime Committee) called Miller. Miller asked Bouslog if she 
had gotten the message about the appointment with Ickes and 
Bouslog said she had and asked Miller if he and Mrs. Douglas 
■would meet in. Ickes office by 12 o 'clock. Miller said he r d 
be there and would contact Douglas 

No Inft. given 

' 100-203268-627 . , 

- '(42)J 
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_ Eleanor 

TaJvh and tKe "office of ^Flen~lfufxagan IjougTasl TaKn "said she was 
with the Bridges committee and wanted to see Mrs. Doiglas. She<<- , 
was told to call back in 20 minutes when Douglas would bp ih^/^) H 

AJo Inft. given 
100-2103268-625 
(4S)1 


On 2/12/45 M artin Popper, Executive Secretary of the 
National Lawyers Guild, conferred with Joseph Crown. Popper 
told Crown that on Sunday night, at the Waldorf - Astoria, 

NYC, the first affair of the Joe Davidson group (not explained) 
would be held' and that Helen G a hagan Douglas was to be one of the 
speakers. Popper wanted Crown to attend. 


177 rpt., 3/24/45 

Re: Joseph Harold Crown, 

IS-R - - 


65-52109-430 p.40 


wa; 


b2 

b7D 


On 2/13/45 Mrs. Helen Gahagan Douglas was invited 
to attend a dinner given by the Philadelphia School of 
Social Science, Philadelphia, to be held 3/10/45, -which 
she 



k7») 


TKTTaSelphia teletype, 2/16/45 
Re: Phila. School of Social 
Science; 

IS-C 

100-154799-58 

( 40)4 


t 


b2 

blD 
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The "LA Downtown Shopping News" for 2/13/45 
set forth a list of individuals who had been named to 
membership on the National Committee of Sponsors for ^he 
American Committee for Yugoslav Relief. Helen Gahagan Douglas 
name appeared on the list. 


LA rpt.y 4/24/45 

Re: United Committee of South- 

Slavic Americans; 

IS-C 


100-212169-155 p.5 
(42)4 I— 

SI l(jO-212169-424j _ 

SI 10.0-332879-4 p.7 
(45 )\I 


The Bureau files as of 2/15/45 contained information 
regarding Helen Gahagan Douglas ( rs. Melvyn Douglas) newly 
elected Congresswoman believed to be sympathetic with the CP 
movement. There was no evidence of her membership in the CPA 
but she was reportedly a follower of the CP line and part of the 
"CP apparatus which functioned in the Hollywood motion picture 
industry in 1939. She also was reported to have had a life - 
sized picture of Stalin on display in her home as well as the 
Russian flag. 

End. of memo on newly elected 
Congressmen with Memo to 
Attorney General, 2/15/45 
Re: Communist Affiliates in 

Congress 
100-339282-1 

( 4 ) 

SI 100-339282-3 

(W’ 6 P 


-42- 





' On 2/16/45 Aubrey Williams of Washington 3 D.C. said 
he would not call. Congresswoman Helen Gahagan Douglas because 
"she has plaued ball with therm on the West Coast," (not further 
explain e ^J^L(U) U) 

O n same date | g dvised that Dr, Courtland Eyer 3 

Director of the Philadelphia, School of Social Science 3 did not 
wish to introduce Douglas at the dinner of 3/10/45 to be given 
by the-Philadelphia School of Social Science at which Mrs, 
Douglas was to be the speaker U) 

Philadelphia teletype 3 2/17/45 

Re: Philadelphia School of 

Social Science; 

IS-C 

100-154799-59 

. ( 40)4 ■ . 


The "Glos Ludowy 3 " (P 0 lish newspaper published in 
Detroit) 3 for 2/17/45 carried an article written by Thomas 
Dombrowski in which he told of a delegation of friends of the 
Democratic and patriotic Americans"of Polish decent having 
visited Congressmen and at -the State Department to attempt to 
get them to recognise the Lublin Provisional Government of 
Poland. The delegation visited 3 among others 3 Helen Gahagan 
Douglas 3 who 'offered, to speak for them in Congress against 
reactionaries . „ ' 

Detroit rpt, 3 6/20/45 

Re: Thomas Xerxes Dombrowski 3 wa; 

IS-C 

100-3024-41 p.7 

( 31)4 . . 

SI 100-330600-204 p.30 ('Peoples 

Voice / 2/17/45) 

( 4 = 4)4 
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On 2/18/45 Helen Gahagan Douglas conferred with 
Louis Dolivet and arranged to go over to his house that 
afternoon to type up ”something” on which she had been 
working . Apparently Douglas welcomed Dolivet’s suggestions 

I-h«ft(U) b2 


NYC rp-t., 7/5/45 

Re.: Louis Dolivet 3 was; 

IS-R 

100-23795-53 


(34)J 


On 2/19/45 at the general membership meeting of the 
San Pedro National Maritime Union 3 Cornelius Crowe 3 chairman 
of the meeting 3 read a communication from Helen Gahagan Douglas 3 
addressed to Oliver Boutte 3 San Pedro Port Agent. 3 approving 
4 citizenship for Harry Bridges. 

No Inft. given 

LA rpt. 3 6/26/45 

Re: Coimfil National Maritime 

Union 3 CIO / 

100-120818-1891 


-44- 






As of 2/l6/45 3 Helen Gahagen Douglas was one of the 
sponsors of the Bi-Partisan FEPC bill in the House. H.R. 2232. 

(No Inft.) 

The Yfashington "Afro-American" for 2/24/45 announced 
that Douglas was one of the patrons of the musical comedy being 
staged in Yfashington s D.C • for the benefit of the National 
Council for a Permanent FEPC. 

WFO rpt.j 3/19/45 
Re: Nat'l. Council for a 
Permanent FEPCi 
IS 

100-272184-12 ,p.10.15 
(63)J 


On 2/21/45 Oscar Stonorov went to Washington 3 D.C. 
to urge Helen Gahagen Douglas not to appear at the Philadelphia 
School of Social Science dinner on 3/10/45. Douglas was to meet 
with S±onorov and ■“<arry Block 3 president of the Philadelphia 
Industrial Union Council in Philadelphia on 2/24/45 with prior 
understanding that she would either withdraw of conform her talk 
to desires Of anti-Communist labor leaders. On 2/25/45 Douglas 
wired the School that she could not attend the dinneifj^&T 


b2 


Bureau Memo, 2/22/45 
Re: Philadelphia School of b7D 
Social Sciencej 
IS-C 

100-154799-61 

(62)1 

SI 100-154799-60 
(40 )J 

SI 100-154799-79 p.7 


(40 )J 






In regard to the dinner which the Philadelphia School 
of Social Science was planning for the latter part of March, 
1945, Helen Gahagan Douglas withdrew as speaker at the affair 
which was originally planned for 3/10/45 at the Bellevue - 
Stratford Hotel, Philadelphia, then postponed to 3/24/45.. It 
was then necessary to find another place because of a prior ■ 
commitment at the Bellevue-Stratford for that date, and they 
tried to get the ballroom at the Beniamin .Franklin Hotel which 
also proved to be taken for 

b2 

- Because of Douglas 1 withdrawal as^speaker, the 
school received a great many or” •• 2 2 -■ ‘■i to ns Sj&) (fU b2 

fl W &) (U) 


b7D 


The "Philadelphia Record" for 2/28/45 carried ah • 
item as follows: "Agnes Smedly, authoress, is now replacing 
Congressman • John M. Coffee,~ who was replacing Helen Gahagan 
Douglas," who was replacing Mrs. F.D.R., at the school of 
Social Science and^ Art Anniversary ' Dinnerg March 25th, 
at the Benjamin Franklin Hotel." The leaders of the school 
were furious with the manner in which the above information 
was reported. 


Philadelphia letter, 3/6/45 
Re: Philadelphia School of 
Social Science / 

IS-C 

100-154799-62 . 


(40 ).J 






U fttte mnrfrwmi TWT, mrzm Tnmnmrrre 1777*7^7*57 to 
Harriet Bouslog. They discussed an appropriations bill which 
apparently refers to housing, Harriet said that Helen Douglas 
had a copy "of our memo.’O&t CM 


M 


IS-C 


100-203268-638 

(1S)\ 


In the spring of 1945 the Philadelphia School of 
Social Science, Philadelphia, through the efforts of its 
officials and the CPA, was able to induce nationally 
prominent figures such as Mrs. Franklin D . Roosevelt and 
Helen Gahagan Douglas, to speak on behalf of the school at 
its fundraising banqueiLh/j 



(U) 


Philadelphia letter, 
Re: CPA, Dist. 3/ 

IS-C 

66-2542-3-37-495 




b2 

b7D 


5/11/45 


Early in March, 1945, Helen Gahagen Douglas, Eleanor 
Roosevelt and John Coffee, Congressman from Washington, attended 
the first birthday party of the Labor Canteen (place of 
party not given). 

i 1 b2 

I *' b7D 

WFO rpt., 5/4/45 
Re: Comihfil CIO Industrial 

Union Council, 17FO Div.j 
IS-C 

100-33049-53-34 p.6 

(si)] 








, The "DW" for 3/22/45 carried an article headed . 
"Youth 1 old of Peace Tasks.” The article stated that Helen 
Gahagan Douglas had been one of the speakers at a rally 
sponsored by the American Youth for Freedom. 

NY rpt. 3 3/30/50 

Re.: Brynjolf Jacob > Hovde 3 wa; 

VO A 

123-4338-22 p.12 
( 55 )J 


Before Carl Winter/ president of the LA CPA 3 left 
LA 3 a letter was prepared on the letterhead of the CPA and 
addressed to the various LA Congressmen indluding Helen Gahagan 
Douglas 3 in Washington 3 D.C. asking that Winter be granted' the 
privilege of meeting with them individually while he wasin 
Washington on 3/16 - 17/45. -He was especially desirous of 

meeting Douglas because he. was one of her constituents in the 
14th California DistrictiQf) [/( 

O n 3/23/45 at a CP Functionaries fleeting at the 
Embassy Hotel South Hall 3 LA 3 Winter reported on the convention 
of the National Committee of the CPA. He also told of his 
meeting with Douglas while he was in Washington fa \ 

-WJL'S, 

IA letter/ 3/30/45 
Re: CPA; 13th Dist.; 

■ ’ TS-C 

100-3-25-1132 
(SB )J 

SI 2nd par. abixue —./i/n/ 
100-140272-56 J(SP-3)J L( ¥W , 
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On 3/27/45 a copy of a resolution which Congressman 
Ellis E. Patterson read into the Congressional R e cord and which 
was signed by, among others, Helen Cahagan Douglas, was furnished 
to the Office . The resolution urged radio station KFI of 
LA to look into its policy to determine if its policy of putting 
certain commentators off the air was in the public interest if 

x/ (U) b2 T ‘ 

pc b7D 

8/10/49 

USA, Political Activities; 



LA memo, 

Re: CP, 

IS-C . 

100-3-72-739 

(29)/ 

SI 100-340922-3 p.9 
(47)] 


A mail cover placed on J 0 hn Howard Lawson revealed 
that he received mail dated 3/29/45 bearing the return address 
of Helen Cahagan Douglas, Representative, Washington, D.C. 

LA rpt., 6/20/45 

Re: John Howard Lawson, 

waj IS-C 

100-370750-70 

(51)\ 



- 49 - 





CONFIG 


in April, 1945, that Schiffr a EEEnE. (non UM l 

a stateme nt, that she had met __ 

at the home of Hel en u-anaca n jjo uyj.as , wnmn \ 
WouglvS added importance in _ political activity• 

name should be kept confidential,) 

• LA letter, 4/21/45 

Re: Orson V/elles, wa; 

SM-C 

100-23438-31 

- , (34) si 


advised 
lad made 


The 4/7/45 Washington "Afro - American" announced 
that during the previous week the National Council of Negro 
Women had opened a campaign to raise $55,000 with which to 
expand and make their program more effective?-' The campaign 
was headed by Mrs, Daisy Lampkin of Pittsburgh and Congresswoman 
Helen Gahagan Douglas. . ■ - 

The "Pittsburgh Courier" of 3/31/45 related that Helen 
Gahagan Douglas had been one of the featured speakers at the 
first birthday celebration of the Washington * Labor Canteen . 
sponsored by the Washington Industrial Union Council, CIO,. 

The canteen was located at 1212 18th St.,N.W., Washington, D.C. 

WFO rpt., 4/20/45 , /' 

Re: Foreign Inspired Agitation 
Among the American. Negroes - 
in the WFO Div.j , ' V 

IS 

.100-135-53-208 p.10, 30 
(30)1 


-5q- 






On 4/9/45 A&dley Moore conferred wtth Dr. W.J, 
Schieffelin, vice chairman of the Council on African Affairs 
pleading for an organisation for relief for Ethiopia. Moore 
stated all other nationalities had 'organisations of that 
nature. Schieffelin and Moore agreed to form such an organisation 
and agreed to ask Helen’ Gahagen Douglas to serve on the organising 
committee.(6f)(\\) 

— m 


letter, 5/23/45 
Ethiopian Relief / 


wr 

Re : 

IS-C 
100-341505-1 
(63) f 


b2 

b7D 


\0n^4/l2/45 Fay Vedro, CPA member, suggested to Ruth 


Goodman thqtffthe Women's Council, a part of the Women's 
Action Committed, 
their group.Q 



might get Helen Douglas to speak before 

(U) ' 



Buffalo rpt., 7/3/45 
Re: Ruth Goodman, wa; 
SM-C 

100-3,40350-2 

( 13 )^ 


:b2 

b7D 


Helen Dolgin and Andrew O n da,- CP functionaries, 
discussed the Dumbarton Oaks rally on 4/17/45 (place not 
stated). Dolgin stated that Helen Gehagan Douglas would 
speak and that^ the "Stage for Action 7 ' would present the 
entertainment 


(U) 


L 


3^T(U) 


b2 

b7D 


New Haven letter, 4/24/5 
Re: CPA, 15th Dist.j 

IS-C 

100-3-29-437 

(sr)J 


CO 


TIALJ 








As of 4/24/45 Helen Gahagen Douglas was Listed 
as ■one of the officers and executives of the FrieN&s of 
the Spanish Republic as set forth on the organisation’s 
official stationery. 

No Lnft, given 
SF rpt., 8/21/45 
Re: American Committee 
for panish Freedom; - 
IS-C 

100-332851-31 
(63)J 


On 1/2/45 the Friends of the Spanish Republic was 
organised at a meeting held in Madison Square Gardens, N7C. 
It came back to life as soon as the U,N, Conference to be 
held in SF on 4/25/45 for World. Security was started. The 
executive committee of the organisation with Helen Gahagan 
Douglas as one of its members, issued a memorandum regarding 
proposals on treatment of Franco Spain, which was presented 
to the Conference. (Wf) s' , \ 

W r- j£V 


NY rpt., 8/23/45 

Re: Friends of the Spanish 

Republic; 

XS—C 

100-336845-11 


h2 

b7D 


(4s) \ 


i 
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On 4/26/45 Dorothy Chase had informed Miriam Bart 
of the AYD 3 Newarkj N.J. 3 that Representative Eaton -had 
suggested Helen Gahagan Douglap as the speaker for the AYD 
conference s to he held 5/6/45 

On the same gjay Miriam conferred with a Miss Alexander 
of NYC concerning the Young T/omen's Conference to be held 
6/3/45. In discussing a possible speaker'for the conference 3 
Miriam asked for Douglas and Miss Alexaiyder stated she would 
have to be contacted in Washington 3 D. (U) 


--M( u > 

Newark letter 3 5/19/45 
Re: AYD; 

IS-C 


h2 

b7D 


61-777-31-59 

am 


On 4/28/45 the executive committee of the ICCASP 
met at their off ice 3 185 Church St. 3 New Haven 3 Connecticut. 
At the meeting' it was decided tb contact various speakers 3 
Helen Douglas being one of them, to be cont'acted by Dr. J. 
Allen Hickerson 



Highly Conf. Source 
New Haven rpt. 3 3/15/46 
Re: ICCASP; IS-C 

100-338892-40 


(13JJ 








ISome time prior to 4/2.9/45 Helen Dolgin and Andrew 
Onda, CPA President, discusseljJ&Vhe rally for Dumbarton Oaks 
which was to be^held on 4/29/45 at Bushnell Hall, Hartford, 
(7onneo'fr£cMt. {Dol gin said thatjHelen Gahagan Douglas was to 

1gF(U) 

^-(u) 


i/ u nn cu uh; u u « y o n o u- uu 

spealz at "the rally •0^(U) 


b2 
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"Few "Haven rpt., 5/30/45 

Be: Helen Lapidus Dolgin, wa; 

IS-C 


100-417766-11 
(52 )j 


The Negrin - Vayo Spanish Group prepared a 
memorandum which was presented to the UN Conference in SF 
on 4/30/45. This memorandum was signed by prominent former mem 
bers of the Friends of the Spyciisp^ Republic, one such member 
being Helen Gahagan Douglasf 



3^ 

. rpt. ,e\ 


Tnft. rpt. end. with 
NY memo, 5/3/45 

: ‘Spanish Activities in the 
NY Fi el d -JOSM-S (H ) 
65-41299-35-152 y 
(33) 4* * 


b2 

hlD 
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On 5/11/45 Marion Owens, 0 / JAFRC, wrote a letter 
to Lucia Batty executive secretary of the LA chapter of JAFRC, 
advising that Helen Gahagan Douglas was out of town. She 
also told Bratt .that Louise Darby, JAFRC member, was ^aa&'od 
friend of Douglas and could obtain her phone number 

On 5/8/45 Batt wrote Patricia Hull, of JAFRC, tell 
her that she (Bratt) hoped to obtain the dining room at ih e 
San Diego Club for a dinner on 7/7/45. Bratt requested Hull 
attempt to get Helen Douglas to appear at the dinner. The' 
dinner was to be sponsored by tipe^Business and Professional 

l (A ' _ 2 _ 

ffource A: I ~ 


mg 

to 


Men's division of the JAFRC.[_ 


b7D 


j^an ip, ego " 

San Diego rpt., 7/4/45 

Re: , JAFRC; IS-C 

100-7061-1035 
/ - \ 

61 



On 5/11/45 the lV e lfare Council of Metropolitan LA 
held a meeting at the Chamber of Commerce Bldg., LA. The 
organisation had directed} letters to several Congressmen 
requesting support of anti-lynching bills as well as urging 
the California Legislature to support the anti-poll tax^bill. 
Replies had been received from Helen Douglas, Hiram Johnson 
and Sheridan Downey regarding the anti-lynching bills. 

A* 

No Inft. 

LA rpt., .6/22/45 

Re: Foreign Inspired Agitation 

Among American Negroes in LA Div; 

IS 

100,-135-26-166 p.17 

(4 







.CONE 


The 5/18/45 issue of "Variety" carried an ad 
entitled "An American Tribute to Yugoslavia Honoring His 
Excellency 3 Stanoje Simic 3 Yugoslavian Ambassador to the 
USA 3 and Lt. Col. Vladimir JDedier 3 Member 3 Yugoslavian 
Federal Parliament." The ad listed Helen Gahagan 'Douglas 
as one of the sponsors to the dinner which was to be held at 
the Ambassador Hotel 3 LA 3 on 5/20/45. 

LA memo 3 5/23/45 
\Re: Yugoslavian . 

[the U.S. 

100-32820-205 

(34ti 

ST 10.0-212169-181 

(4S)J 


On 6/1/45 Helen Gahagan Douglas was one of the 
speakers at the mass meeting, to mark the opening of the 
'T55 3 000'campaign of the National Council of Negro Women 3 
held at the Asbury Methodist Church 3 Washington 3 D.C. 

(Usually reliable 3 probably true source) 

MID Weekly Intelligence Bpt. 3 




-c>6- 





In a letter dated 6/6/45 to Sidney Hillman, chairman 
of the National Citizens Political Action Committee, Mrs. 

Charlotte Dieterle gave him a schedule of local political seminars 
n one to he 8/8/45 by the Rtir Employment Practice Commission 
(trying to g& Helen Cahagan Douglas. )JJfiQ t/f 

' Highly Conf. Source 
^ LA rpt., 2/13/46- 

Re: William Dieterle, wa; - 

Charlotte Dieterle, wa; 

IS-R ’ 

65-32677-48 p. 26 
( 22)1 , . ■ . 


Helen Cahagan Douglas was expected to attend a 
preliminary meeting held at the headquarters of the National - 
Council of Negro Women at 1318 Vermont Ave., N, W., Washington 3 
D.C. on 6/13/45. A delegation from the meeting was to go to 
the. War Department to confer with officials there in connection 
with a declaration on integrated Army personnel which had been 
signed by 400 leaderskSfc),/ ■ r \ 

- -pw . .. 

NT Teletype, 6/12/45 
Re: Racon (no class given) 
100-135-53-217 
(30) J 



b2 
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On 6/19/45 Helen C a hagan Douglas was invited to . 
attend a victory celebration party in honor of Harry Bridges 
held at the Lee Sheraton Hotel, Washington, D. C{fL>f ^ 


■\ 


b2 

b7D 


WO rpt.J 6/27/45 • 

Re: Harry Bridges, was; 

Communist Activities, Immigration 

Matters 

39-915-2569X 

(18) j 








(on 6/28/45 at a conference between E arry Alberts of 
the Jewish? Young • Adult Bureau and Frank Hashmall, executive secre 
tary of the AID in JGIeveland, Alberts read a letter which 
apparently outlinedFthe program of the American Youth f or a 
Free World training course for 50 international youth delegates. 
The course was to be held in Washington, D,C,?on 7/2 -3/45.^ 

The second day of the course was to be. given- .over to education 
with Studebaker (ph,) and possibly Helen J. Douglas, believed 
to be .Helen Gahagan Douglas. ^ 

9/25/45 


b2 

b7D 


rpWTJ . . 

Be: American Youth for a 
Free World; 

IS-C 

100-189902-35 ' , 

(41)J 


As of July, 1945, the FEPG looked to 
Shandros to apply a great deal of the pressure . 

congressmen, Helen Gahagen Douglas' being one of themf^f^^ 


Geraldine 
on the various 


^ 7/19/45 


WO 
Re :, 

IS-C ■ 

100-333191 -18 


b2 

b7D 


Geraldine Shandros, waj 





furnished the St. Louis Office with reports 
which dealt with the National 


convention of the UFA ana 
vias dated at Washington 3 
sizable number of Songressmen 3 


it 


were directly or indire 
times tinged with red.(J 

(?' 



ted £P matt ers. One report 
I and stated that a 
being Helen Gahagan Douglas 3 
aid to bills which were at 


b2 

b7D 


one 
giving 


Enel, of Inft. rpts. with 
St. Louis Memo 3 8/20/45 
Be: CPDist. 21; 

IS-C 

100-3-43-1060 p.19 

( 20)4 


to[ 


1 


>n$tr4<?ted Georg? -P?VV?r. 


secretary of the Hollywood ICCASP 3 

one being Helen Gahagan DouglaSj and^ Tell tKem tfte HcUA Hearings 

*■» W t -f* ■ 


in LA was"-ancattempt to smear 

Party(Q^( U) 


thS^/in'dustry 
A 


and the Democratic { 


b7D 



LA JO-1 
LA letter 3 
Re: John Howard 

TS—C 

100-370750-74 
- (51 )J 


u) 

7-30-45 

Lawson 3 


wai 


According to "7 a riety” for 7/2/45 under the heading 
11 Accuse Rankin of Tryirg to Bust Page One 3 ", Helen Gahagan 
Douglas had charged that the Rankin Committee was a plan to 
get publicity through a smear of the film industry. She said 
that it was an effort to crush liberalism among the Democrats 
of the area. 


LA rpt. } 9/12/45 
Re: Cominfil 'Motion Picttire 

Industry; IS-C 
" 100-138754-109 p.6 ' 


-59- 







An article in the Yfashington "Afro - American" of 
7/14/45 carried an article about the 70th birthday celebration 
at the Howard Theater for Mrs. Mary Bethune 3 president of the 
National Council Jbr Negro Women 3 on 7/10/45. At the celebration 
telegrams from Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt 3 Helen Gahagan Douglas and 
many others were read. 

WO rpt. 3 7/20/45 

- Re: Foreign Inspired Agitation - 

Among American Negroes in 

WO Div; 

IS . 

100-135-53-226 p.18 

' f3ljj . 


The "Washington Star" for 7/14/45 carried } an article 
headed "Un - American Probers to Send Lone Agent on Hollywood 
Inquiry." The article stated that a Congressional committee 
was assigned an agent to find out if there was any basis for 
reports of subversive activities in’ Hollywood. Mr?,Wood 3 
chairman of the HCUA 3 stated that the Committee agreed to 
send an investigator to the West Coast. The article also 
stated that a group of Californians headed by Helen Gahagan 
Douglas had met with Mr. Yfood and urged "caution" in the 
probe. 


100-138754 -A 
(38) J 


-60- 




As of 7/21/45 the Democratic section led by Congress- 
woman Helen Gahagan Douglas favored James C. C a rter for the 
appointment of U.S. Attorney in LA, 

(No I n ft.) 

LA Memo, 7/21/45 
(No Caption) 

• 62-68975-33 

(21)J 

SI 62-68975-38 

(S1)J 


The "Washington Tribune" of 8/25/45 stated that Helen 
Gahagan Douglas in writing in the "Negro Digest" on "If I Were 
a Negro" stressed that the Negro should fight for the welfare of 
all peoples rather than for themselves alone, 

WO rpt., 9/20/45 
B e : Foreign Inspired Agitation 
Among American Negroes in WO 
Div,; 

IS 

100-135-53-228 p.41 

■ (31M 


The ",Packinghouse Worker" for 8/31/45 carried an 
article concerning the strike at Swift and Company, LA. The 
article further stated that the Swift case was won and that 
the Mayor of LA with progressive Congressional representatives 3 
among them being Helen Gahagen Douglas, did their part before 
the proper agencies. 

LA rpt., 11/18/46 

Re: Cominfil United Packinghouse 

Workers of America, CIO; 

IS-C 

100-35658-26-8 


-61- 


,T1AL 









& 


In the fall of 1945 a committee had visited^Attorney 
General in LA and as a result of that. meeting there would be 
a permanent city-wide organisation to combat race hatred. 

The group discussed Senators Bilbo, ■ Rankin and Eastland 3 stating 
that they were opposed to the best interests of minority groups. 
■They also discussed Helen Gahagan Douglas whom they staged had 
voted for all bills before Congress that were favorable to 
minority groupsZO^s U ' - 

Xt-1: I 


b7D 


; 


u 


LA rpt. } 10/10/45 - 

Re: Foreign Inspired Agitation 
Among Negroes in the LA Field; 
IS 

100-135-36-176 

(■ 30 >4 


The 9/17/45 issue of "Xatabusan 3 " official paper of 
the Hukbalahap 3 carried an article headed "Anti -.Soviet 
Fascist Hove in the US" which was sub-headed "Putting up of 
Military and Naval Reservations in the Pacific Considered 
Dangerous. " The art'icle stated that Helen Gahagn Douglas had 
been able to insert into the records of the US Congress (last 
May l) an ■article by Drew Pearson. The articlebrought out 
the pro-Soviet tendencies of the Hukbalahap.iJj/fl/ 

Translation of the above article , 
enclosed with Manila. P.I. letterC d, 
of 10/18/45 T 

Re: Hukbalahap 3 was; _ _i 

" 1S-C 


100-340979-14 

( 59)4 
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and 


On 9/28/45 ZlatkaBalokovic 3 president of United 
Committee of South Slavic Americans, told Sergije Makiedo 3 
Yugoslavian Counselor 3 Washington, D.C., that he contacted 
Helen Gahagan Douglas, Balokovic was planning a dinner 
party for thef/coming Thursday when he would present Makiedo 
two others as his. Yugoslavian .friends. Balokovic was going'to, 
invite other Congressmen but Douglas would be the star guest/ 

—33m 

17F0 rpt. 3 ,5/26/47 
fie: Dr. Zlavko Zore; 

IS-R 

100-342609-8 p.16 
(47/1 

SI 100-34949&-5 
(63)/" 




b2 

b7D 


SI 6,^40^79^417^ 

'(U) 


(23)X 




The "People T s Voice" of 9/29/45 carried an article 
concerning the Steering Committee in Congress on the FEPC of 
which Helen Gahagan Douglas was a member. 

NY rpt., 10/29/45 
Re: Foreign Inspired Agitation 
Among ,the American Negroes 
‘in the NY Field; 

IS ' 

100-135-34-521 p.12 
(30 )j 






On 3/14/51, Clarence Ossey Brown furnished a signed 
statement to the effect that in the fall of 1945 he had , 

attended a meeting at the Blair High School in Norfolk, at V& 
which Helen Douglas spoke. 


Enel. of statement above with 
Norfolk memo, 3/26/51 
He: Clarence Ossey Brown, wa; 
SM-C 

100-345643-20 p.19 
(14 )J 


In October, 1945 Helen Cahagen Douglas proposed 
in Congress that the tax exemption enjoyed by the Daughters 
of the American Revolution on Constitution Hall be revoked. 

(This was brought about by the refusal- of the DAR to allow 
Hasel Scott, Negro pianist, to use Constitution Hall.) 

No Inft. 

WFO rpt., 10/20/45 
Re: Foreign Inspired Agitation 
Among -American Negroes in 
WFO Div.; 





- On 10/3/45 a CIO full employment mass meeting was 

held on the steps and lawn of the LA City Fall. Telegrams 
supporting the meeting were received from a number of Congress¬ 
men,, including Helen Cahagen Douglas . 

I’Source ^ 



hlD 


LA rpi., 10/33/45 
Ret Cominfil United Electrical, 
Radio and Machine Workers of 
America, CIOj 
IS-C . 

100-36912-690 

( 61)1 

31 100-41584-35 (LA 
Sheriff's Office) 

$ 


(35-), 










On the back of a letterhedd bearing .the date of 
10/15/45 3 of the Non-Sectarian Anti-Nasi League to Champion 
Human Rights 3 165 W. 46th St. 3 NYC 3 there was 3 among other 
quotations 3 one from Helen Gahagan Douglas as follows: 

ft m-u „ 


The 

Rightsf is 
against 


Non-Sectarian Anti-Nasi League to Champion Human 
to be commended for its determination to fight 
the forces of racial bias and bigotry in America." 

J lettered 

Enel.j[ with Bureau Uemo 3 3/18/46 
Re: Alleged Pro-Nasi Deported 
Aliens (No classification) 
65-36820-1337 

(23)7 


TrerTcnTe 
mmrnsm 3 am ht' had an 


no oi ns on ana (jerry snanaros ‘ office, 
appointment with Helen Douglas and also was supposed to meet a 
"delegation coming" at Art Shields.(Js/f L/ 


No La£±* aluzn 


JiiJ — U 11 - 

100-2,03268-871 

(12)J ' 
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of Nat 

Joseph 

State 

relati 

Helen 

relati 


On 10/30/45 Tom Connor, Wisconsin State Representative 
ional Citizens Political Action Committee, read over 
ine Nordstrand's, executive secretary of the Wisconsin 
Conference on Social Legislation, legislative'letter 
ve to the Anti-Poll Tax Bill. Connor told Nordstrand that 
Gahagen Douglas, had done some good work in Congress 
ve to releasing the atomic, bomb to the. UNytt 

I-fe ) 

Milwaukee rpt., 1/21/46 
Re: Wisconsin State Conference b? 

on Social Legislation; b7 

IS-C 

100-21601-252 

(61)} • 


O n 10/30/45 at a CP meeting held at 666 S. Corondelet 
St., LA, it was stated that Helen Gahagan Douglas had moved 
her mother to the 14th Congressional District, presumably 
because she expected a hard fight in the next election because 
she lives in the 15th Congressional District. That vjas expected 
to be one of the main issues in the political fight((Jgl) Of ' 

h-3j\ I 


rpu., 

Re: Foreign Inspired Agitation ' 

Among American Negroes in LA 
Field; 

IS 

100-135-26-178 
(30) J 


-67- 






Dr. Chas. 5". Prescott, Jr., head of the Chemistry 
group at the Radiation laboratory in November, 1945, advised 
the Manhattan Engineering District Security Office that 
Nelson Carden had told him that in 1945 Helen Gahagan Douglas 
addressed a CP meeting at the Santa Lucia Inn. Salinas, 
California. The Inn had been owned by Garden. 

SF rpt., 6/16/47 
Re: Nelson B. Garden; 

AEAE 

’ 116-Ip. 592-11 

(53)\[ 


During the week of 10/26/45 to 11/2/45, Helen 
Gahagan Douglas spoke at a regular meeting of the National 
Council of Negro Women in. Washington, D.C. (place of meeting 
not given). 

MID Weekly Intelligence Rpt. 

100-7660-3435 

(32) j 

CONFT£g0IAL 


The "PM” for 11/15/45 carried an article headed Artists 
Seek Soviet Amity." The article stated Helen Gahagan Douglas 
was to take part in the first Conference on American-Cultural 
Cooperation to be held on. the coming Sunday at the Engineering 
Societies Building in NYC. 

100-146964-A 

f'SS’Al ' 





On 11/6/45 Edwin S. Smithy Executive Director of the 
National Council of American-Soviet Friendship, and Harry Bridges 
discussed the appearance of - Helen Gahagan Douglas at the evening 
sessioh of the cultural conference to be held at the Engineering 
Societies Bldg., NYC, on 11/18/45. Bridges criticised the selection 


of Douglas for the meeting bee 


\ould not be trusted.(/&( (J) 

tasku) 


In Douglas ' speech at the cultural conference on 11/18/45 
she mentioned the importance of artists in the world scene. 

She stated she thought the atomic bomb secret should be shared 
with Russia. She also said she hoped the conference would be 
the first of many designed to establish stronger bonds of ^ 

friendship between the two grea± nnmprftKffi) (M) 


NY vpt., ' 3/15/46 

Re: Nat'l Council of American - 

Soviet Friendship, Inc.; 

. IS-C 

100-146964-744 p.36,41,42 
(39)3 ■ 

SI 2nd par. above 
100-146964-A DW 11/19/45 
(39)4 

SI 2nd par. above 
100-3-4-4900 (No Inft.) 

( 28 )] , . 

SI 2nd par. abo ^=- * wJ rfj\ 

100-^46964 -680 J_| 

SI 2nd par. above 
- 100-146964-69S (No Inft.) 

(39)] - / 

SI 2nd par. abo-v-e -. 

D 100-146964-648 

(39)J 1 ^ 

SI 2nd par. above 

100-146964-667 

(39)f 

SI 2nd par. above 
100-146964-670 
(39)1 

SI 2nd par. ab\ - - -fl n 

100-146964-638 /V' K } 

( 62 )J W ^ 

SI 2nd par. above 

. ^.00j3-2192 (Walt'er Steele, HCUA) 

TWr St *$ + pa-V-.*iovt 

-69- ioo-M&CV- 4 ) “Dv/ ' //-//- 

_ 






Helen Gahagen Douglas was to be speaker at a Mass 
Rally -bo be held 11/26/45 ait Town Hall, Philadelphia. The 
rally was to be sponsored by the Bi-Partisan Committee for a 
Pennsylvania FEPC. . 

Source Usually reliable, probably 
true information 
MID Weekly Intelligence Summary 
- 100-7660-3467 
' b2 (§!)'* 

b7D * S 1 100 

( 14)4 



-344664-$ p. 35 




(U) 


Exhibit 178 appearing in the McCarran Committee _ 
hearings of August, 1951, was excerpts from the ”DW" of 
11/28/45. Under the heading "Step up 'Quit China '* Fight 
in Congress" it was stated that Helen Gahagan Douglas would be 
among the group of Congressmen who would campaign to end 
America’s intervention in China. 


Enel, of McCarran Committee 
Hearings as above with 
Bureau M e mo, 6/18/54 
Re: Institute of Pacific 

Relations 

100-64700-1202 p.633 
(36)J 


In December, 1945, Helen Gahagan Douglas spoke at one 
of the meetings of the National Lawyers Guild in Washington, D. C.JJtj y] 

10 


wtu rjnr., 3/1/46 

Re: Cominfil CIO Maritime 

Committee; 

IS-C 

100-203268-978 p.12 

( 42)4 


b2 

b7D 





On 12/7/45 Helen Douglas spoke at the National 
Emergency Meeting on Jobs and Security held at the National' 
Press Club in Washington 3 - D.C. 



3/25/46 


b2 

b7D 


"EdTrWTmore rpt. 3 
Re: sNNC; 

IS-C 

61 -6/728-524 

(3)J 

SI 100-135-3-159 (No Ift.) 

(8M . , n ‘ 

SI 100-10123-160 ("Narodni 
Glasndk y ” 12/12/45) 

(32)4 

SI 1Q0-243900-20 

( 13)4 


On 12/11/45 Valli Moser 3 former employee of the 
National Maritime Union 3 was hired by Frenchy Robinson 3 executive 
secretary of the Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade 3 and 

of a committee to sponsor an anti- 
The dinner was to be in honor 
under the auspices of the American 
for Spanish ^Freedom. ( ^he f dinner was planned to be 
e Warwick Hotel 3 Nggjanct 0 vhe 'slogan for the dinner was 
"Stop the Spanish Atomic Bomb. " It was t p,lanped to have 


a Mr. Sweat 3 as paid secretary 
Franco dinner in Philadelphia, 
of Congressman John Coffee and 
Committee 
held at the 

to be "Stov the Spanish Atomic'Bomb. 


Helen Gahagan Douglas as one of the 


speakers J 



b2 

b7D 


Philadelphia fpt 
Re: Veterans of 

Lincoln Brigade 3 Inc.; 
IS-C 

100-7060-303 p.17 

(61) J. 


, 6/11/46 
the' Abraham 
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TIAL 


Helen Gahagan Douglas received an invitation to the 
second annual dinner to $alute Young America planned by the 
>AYD for 12/12/45 at Hotel Roosevelt, KYC.ySr) C{ 


11/30/45 


nxc rp?. f ii/av/- 
Re: A YD; 

IS-C 

61 -777-721X p. 42 

( 19/1 


| Harriet 

HousTog and Hack HToornl .Bloom Told HousTog UKat TYKe National 
Lawyers Guild would have a meeting on the following Thursday 
on the Atomic bomb and that Helen Douglas would be one of the 
speakers. The meeting would be held at the. Archives auditorium. 



100-203268-916 

CWJ 


O n 12/17/45 at a meeting of.the Committee for 
Interracial Progress in LA (place not stated) 3 the chairman 
of the meeting suggested that Helen Gahagan Douglas be lauded 
former recent appointment of a Negro to the US Military 
Academy. (Completely reliable source 3 

confirmed information) 

' MID V/eekly Intelligence 

Summary 3 12/22 - 29/45 

100-7660-3751 

(32) i- 

CONpT^mriAL 







On 12/28/45 Harriet Bouslog told an unidentified woman 
that the CIO was not going to support Helen Gahagan Douglas in 
the next election . Bouslog said that Harry Bridges hated Douglas 
personally but felt that Douglas was doing a good joZTTQzp-At) 


WO rpt ., 4/30/46 

Be: Harriet Bouslog, 

IS-C 

100-7/6452-13 p.12 
(36)4 

SI 100-203268-921 

(12}J 


wa. 


b2 

b7D 


te Helen Gahagan Douglas s Congresswoman 

from Southern C a lifornia 3 had attained her position through i 
her connection with the motion picture industry. (p<x+* not jire>,X4y(A 

H 


U rpTTf 3/12/46 

Be: Cominfil Motion Picture 

Industry; 

IS-C 


b2 

b7D 


100-138754-122 

( 37)1 


- 73 - 





CONFj 


iAL’ 


■The LA Office advised that in the Congressional elections 
in 1946, Helen Gahagan Douglas had announced that she would seek 
reelection in the California 13th District. ■ It was assumed that 
she would have the official support of the CP inasmuch as her 
original election had been won through the support of the Holly¬ 
wood ICCASP. , 

LA Memo, 3/13/46 

R e: CP, USA, List. 13; 

XS—C 

100-3-72-48 


In early 1946 the Council on African Affairs published 
a list of the Sponsor's Committee for South African Relief and 
the name of Helen Gahagan Douglas appeared on the list. 

' . No Inft. given 

NY rpt., 8/12/46 

Re: Council on African 

Affairs; 

IS-C 

100-69266-151 p.20 

Css/ 






# 


CONSENT 


TIAu 


In January, 1946 a meeting was held at the Ben Bowie 
American Legion Post, 5115-g- S. Central, LA. Helen C a hagan 
Douglas was lauded by the Post for her appointment of David' 

1 Carlisle, 18-year-old Negro, to West'. Point. The^Post stated 
that they were 100% for Douglas even though she was a Democrat 
and perhaps a Communist inasmuch as she had set a precedent by 
such an appointment.)*^ b{ 

~ T-2?& 


b7D 


j|f 


LA rpt., 2/1/46 * 

Re: Foreign Inspired Agitation 

Among American Negroes in LA - 
Field; 

IS 

100-1135-26-180 p. 12 
(30)j 



\an unidentified woman ana Joan tteamom. in vneir con - " 
versa/ETon Joan mentioned a school (Minority School) which’.was 
to be he.ld on Tuesday, Morning and afternoon, and the morning 
program included Helen Craham Douglas ^) 



b2 


J75 -.. 

CONElBefffiAIj 






On 1/14/46.Mrs. Joseph Gregg conferred with a woman 
named Lenore and they tentatively planned to attend an.' 
American League for Women Voters lecture, the following day to 
hear Helen Gahagan Douglas speak, (place not giv en)(yj(\^j 

WFO rpt., 3/1/46 


b2 

b7D 


Be: Nathan Gregory Silvermaster, 
was.; 


Esp. -B 

65-56402-673 p.25 
(24)J 


The "NT Age" for 1/26/46 carried an article stating 
that the Japanese who were sympathetic to American ideals 3 
must he used in reconstructing a democratic Japan. Helen 
Gahagan Douglas was listed as being one of the progressives 
endorsing that method of reconstructing Japan. 

' NT rpt., 5/31/46 

Be: Japanese - American 

Committee for Democracy; 

IS-C 

100-71226-69. 

(36)J 


In testimony of Gerald L,K. Smith before the HCUA in 
Ffashington, D.C., 1/30/46, he staged "There is a cabal in 
California which includes „ Congressman Patterson, Helen Gahagan, 
Orson Welles, Frank Sinatra, Ingrid Bergman, that are playing 
with Stalin’s first line." When asked whom he called Helen 
Gahagan, Smith answered: "Helen Gahagan Douglas. " 


HCUA rpt., 1/30/46 
62-45818-1022 p.47 






CON^Sg^lAL 


On 1/31/51 Clarence Brown furnished a signed 
statement to the effect that in February, 1946, . he attended 
a public meeting at the Blair High -School f Norfolk, at which 
Helen Gahagan Douglas was the main speaker. 

Baltimore memo, 2/6/51 
Re: Clarence Ossey Brown, 
was; SM-C < 



The CP press early in 1946 reported, isLegrams of 
protest sent by the Aaron Johnson CP Club to Helen Gahagan 
Douglas concerning "War Provocation by American Imperialism. 

MID Weekly Intelligence 
Summary, 3/23 - 30/46 



'The WO indices reflected that in early 1946 Joyce 
Campbell, of the American Committee for Yugoslavian Relief, 
told Nat Einhorn that Helen Gahagan Douglas was out of town. 


WO rpt., 

Re : C Yui 
the USj 
100-32820-262 
( 34)1 


4/25/46 

aviary Activities in 

-.Yu 


in Act 

b)- 






CONFI 



In 1946 there was on display in the National Maritime 
Union Hall 3 Norfolk 3 Virginia 3 a booklet entitled "The Negro 
Soldier - Remarks of Hon . Helen Gahagan Douglas of California 
in the House of Representatives 3 2/1/46 3 " printed by U.S. 
Government Printing Office 3 Washington 3 D.C. 3 1946. 

b2 
b7D 

3 8/16/46 

n e: Cominfil National 
Maritime Union of America - 
CIO; IS-C 



100-1120818-2231 
( 37)4 


The "Chicago Defender" for 2/2/46 carried an article 
entitled n Loop Hotels Bar Negro History Week Banquet. n The 
article stated that the banquet was to have been interracial and 
that Helen Gahagen Douglas had been inpited to be one of 
the speakers at the banquet. 

Chicago. rpt. 3 5/13/46 

^e: John Matthew Gray; 

IS-C 

100-41747-16 


During the week „ of 1/26/46 to 2/2/46 3 the CP press 
gave recognition to Helen Gahagan Douglas Congressional speech 
in praise of American Negro soldiers. 


MID Weekly Intelligence 



Summary 






During the week of 1/27/46 to 2/2/46 the "Journal 
and Guide" reported that Helen Gahagan Douglas refuted the alleged 
slurs of colored troops 3 made in and out of Congress 3 by 
citing on the floor of the House their accomplishments in the 
war 3 achieved "under handicaps that did. not have to be overcome 
by most of their white fellow citizens," 


MID JTeekly Intelligence °umma.ry 



A confidential source advised that at a "pay party" 
on 2/2/46 Helen Gahagan Douglas was scheduled to conduct an 
auction. (Not further explained. Place of activity not given) 

WO teletype 3 2/5/46 

Be: Nathan Gregory Silvermaster 3 

was. i 

Esp. -R 

65-56402-496 

(24)'* 

SI 65-56402-573 p.146 
(24)J 

' SI 65-56402-1862 p.195 
(24 )j 




On 2/12/46 Philip Schats sent a wire to Helen Gahagen 
Douglas asking that she work for the defeat of the Case Bill. 
Also, the wire advised of anATD Meeting in- Detroit on 2/15/46 
to celebrate National Negro^Hfstory Week and requested that she 
be a sponsor of the affairJLSs&QJ)*’' 



SI 61-777-15-300 p.28 
(19)J 


b2 

b7D 


O n 2/12/46 Mr. andjlrs. E. Adams, Director of 

the Art Center School, LA, advised that shortly after they 
had refused reregistration to two students because of their 
membership in the ATD in February, 1946, an aunt of one of the 
students called at the school. The aunt inquired as to why 
the students had been refused re registration and when informed 
of the reason, she threatened to call Helen Gahagan Douglas in 
an effort to have the school removed from the approved list of 
the Veterans Administration. 


LA Memo, 2/13/46 
Re : ATD; 


IS-C 

61 -777-26-123 

(1911 












The "CIO News" for 2/15/46 carried an editorial by 
Helen Gahagen , Douglas entitled "Salute to the Negro Soldier." 

.Milwaukee rpt. } 3/27/46 
Be: Esther F. Handler; 

IS-C 

100-314397-19 

(63)4 


Ion 2/17/46 Joseph E. Baron vjrote a letter to Alice 
Burke, both members of CPEjtate Executive Committee 3 in which 
he told of having attended]^? meeting held that date at the Blair 
Junior High School in Norfolk. The meeting was held under the 
auspices of the Norfolk Women’s Council for Interracial 
Cooperation at which Helen Gahagan JOouglas spoke on "The Role 
of Race Relations in V/orld Peace. (U) 

Trash cover on residence of Alice 
Burke } 11 N. Linden St. 3 
[Rich mond 

Norfolk rpt. 3 10/16/46 
Re: , CP 3 USA 3 List. 26; 

IS-C 



100-3-50-85 p.7 
(29)'l 

■ h9 SI 100-135-56-52 p.5 

b7D (SlP 

SI 100-261308-32- 
(43/1 


W' 


U- 


PJ 








NTIAL 


On 8/18/46 A1 Sherman, the JAFBC lobbyist in Wash¬ 
ington, D.C., conferred with Helen Bryan, executive secretary 
of JAFBO and told Bryan that Helen Douglas was putting some 
material into the record possibly the following day. Apparently 
it was being done to further fbe JAFBO cause and reference was 
to the Congressional Becord,{W)Us 


NY letter, 8/88/46 
Be: JAFBO; 

IS-C 

100-7061-1318 

(8)J 


b2 

b7D 


According to the letterhead of Y/ashihgton Committee 
to Aid the Families of General Motors Strikers in February, 
1946, Helen Gahagan Douglas was listed as one of the sponsors. 

Letter to the Director from 
above organisation, 8/31/46 
100-344330-1 

- (4?M 


On 8/33/46 in a conversation between Ed Harrison, 
publicity director for the JAFBO, NYC, and an unidentified 
woman, Harrison asked the woman "Who are you trying to reach 
among the senatorsP n She replied that "We wrote to Helen 
Gahag an Douglas who's sending us a ^statement, ...... " This 

conversation was in regard to plans to hold a protest meeting 
by the Forum for Democracy against the HCUA on 3/18/46 at 
Manhattan Center, NYC, They discussed spea.kers for the occasion . 





NX letter of 3/4/46 
Be: Forum.for Democracyj 
IS-rC 

100.-7061-1814 











The 2/28/46 issue of the "Eagle" carried an article 
headed "Lena Horne and John Garfield Installed as IFBG Officers, 
(Inter-racial Film and Radio Guild), The article stated that 
Helen Gahagan Douglas was an officer of the Guild too and 
chairman of the national committee, 

LA rpt,, 3/8/46 

Re: Foreign Inspired Agitation 

Among American Negroes in 
LA Field; IS '' 

100-135-26-181 p.23 
(30) J 



Between 2/1/46 and 2/28/46 Helen Gahagan Douglas was 
one of the speakers at a rally which was promoted by the Citizens 
Committee to Help Gen era! Mptors Strikers, held at the Olympia 
on Grand River, Detroit }] 


b7D 

URU; 1S-U --- 


61 -10149-443 

(20)j 


As of the spring of 1946, the Hollyvjood ICCASP 
endorsed Helen Gahagan Douglas, then a member of Congress, and 
hopeful candidate for Senator or Congress, lAU 

W U/ b2 


LA rpt,, 3/23/46 
Re: Hollyvjood tCCASP; 

I3 _Q 

100-338892-42 

(4sA 


b7D 





Helen Gahagan Douglas was advertised as a 'featured 
speaker at a meeting to be held 3/3/46 to be sponsored by the 
Baltimore Metropolitan Council of Negro Women. (Place of 
meeting not stated.) 


Source usually reliable, probably 
true information 
MID Vfeekly Intelligence Summary 
of 2/15/46 to 2/22/46 



v 


The "Chicago Defender n for 3/9/46 carried an article 
which stated that Mrs. Mary McLeod Bethune 3 president of the 
National Council of Negro Y/omen } had announced the selection of 
12/women of the year as the result of a poll of an awards 
committee which considered the contributions of over 60 voomen. 
Helen Gahagen Douglas was one of,the 12 women named. 

During the middle of February 3 1946 Douglas introduced 
a bill before the Congress which would exclude Constitution Hall 
from tax exemption if the DAR continued discriminatory policies. 

No I'nft. given 

V/FO rpt. j 3/20/46 

Re: Foreign I n spired Agitation 

Among Americans in the WFO 

Div.j IS-C 

100-135-53-237 p.30,44 

(ei)J . 





about Ulya 
for Mrs. 
Douglas .{J 


Ulya ,HargoTTh and, TTennTe 
going to a "very important 

osevelt. At Olya's table would be Helen Hagan 


Miller m wmcn ttiey tailed 
dinner this Thursday^ " 





65-58402-1-351 
(58) J 


^ev. E.A. Conway, 1312 Massachusetts Ave. t Vashington 3 
D.C. advised that on 3/12/46 Helen Cahagen Douglas attended a 
meeting of the National Committee on Atomic Information held, at 
the home of J 0 seph Borkin,'economist employed at the Department 
of Justice, , 

t 

WFO letter 3 3/20/46 

Be: Nat'l. Committee on Afomic 


Information; 
IS-C 

100-344452-1 

(S3) J 

.S 1 100-345224-7\ 


b2 

b7D 


(4S)J 









On 3/12/46 B e n Lass told Helen Musil, CP member in 
St. Louis, that he had heard Helen Gahagan Douglas in her latest 
speech and thought she had "taken a good stand then but was 
confused at the present time. " He said that when Douglas had 
been asked for Russia's unilateral action she explained that 
Winston Churchill was in the US pleading ■for the US to save 
the waning power of Great Britain. Douglas also had stated 


tr. 


that the Soviet Union had embassies all over the world and "you 
can call the embassies counter - intelligence or whatever you 
want, but the information gets back to the Soviet Union. 

j-^T(u) 

St. Touts letter, 4/2/46 


02 

010 


Re: CPy USAy Dist. 21; 

IS-C 

100-3-43-1124 

(28)] 


On 3/15/46 at a meeting of the Northern C a lifornia 
Association of Scientists held in Berkeley 3 California (place 
of meeting not stated), George L. Standard announced that the 
May -Johnson Bill on Atomic Energy was expected to be taken 
up by the House of Representatives tie follovoing week. The problem 
was a question of military versus civilian control of atomic 
energy and Standard read a letter from Helen G a hagan Douglas 
opposing military control\ - j£Source A and Bur. Agt.jJftf k 

Also, Source A furnished a form letter issued by the 
Northern California*Association of Scientists and distributed 
at the above meeting, to bemused by its members in writing the 
President urging cavvilian and international control of atomic 
energy. The letter started out congratulating the President for 
his support of civilian control of atomic energy as "embodied 
in S.1717 as originally introduced by Mrs. Helen Gahagan Douglas." 


b7D 


f.Source 

i i 



TfGJiXnmy nTTfvnrf 


Re: Northern California Association 

of Scientists; IS-C 
100-344452-6X4 p.19,20 
(4S& 
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L 







As of 3/15/46 the Student Citizens League, which 
originated at Geo. 'Washington University, Washington, D.C. . 
had regular meetings with such people as Helen Gahagan Douglasj&\ C[ 

]!>0M 


WFO rpt.\ 7/12/46 
Be: CP, USA, Dist. 

IS~C 


4; 


b2 

blD 


100-3-60-521 p.41 
(S9)J _ 


On 3/15/46 Mrs. Hudson (ph.) contacted Beadie Magdoff 
to say that•Congressman Hollyfield (ph.) would be unable to 
speak at a meeting on 3/25/46 but he would try to get another 
Congressman to take his place. Mrs. Hudson said that Helen 
Gahagan Douglas was interested 

secured. 

b7D 

WFO rpt., 3/28/46 


perhaps she could be 
not given^J 


in atomic energy control and 
(Hot further explained. Place 


' Be: Nathan Gregory Silvermaster, 
Esp. - B 

65-56402-811 p.82 

(24) 1 

SI 65-56402-1523 

' ( 24)1 

SI 65-56402-1-420 

(25) \ 


was; 







The "NT Herald Tribune" for 3/19/46 carried an 
article headed "Senate Atomic Board Asked to Widen Spy Law, " 
subheaded "Proposal Would Have Guilt Extend to any Publisher 
of Military Secrets." The article stated that Hr,. Harold 0. 

Urey, one of the atom bomb r s pioneers, spoke at a Capitol 
luncheon to which Helen Gahagan Douglas had invited representatives 
of National women's organisations. Dr. Urey in referring to plans 
to giver the military general controls in atomic energy development 
said that leading scientists would quit the field and progress 
would be delayed five years if the Army were "in the saddle." 

62-80.479-A 

■ ' (ss)J 


of 3/2l/46\ 


A confidential source Qi4uised tlm± cm the afternoon 


dvising 


that 250 represenUaTUves o/' 59 ugr ETHnal women 's <"organisations were 


represented at a meeting. ,_,---- ^ 

was very good. (N 0 t further explained. Place not given. 


|stated Helen Gahagan Dougl 



(A 


b2 

b7D 


WFO teletype, 3/25/46 

Re: Nathan Gregory Silvermaster,= 

wasj 


Esp. -R 
65-56k02-722 
(24)-I 

31 65-56402-1009 p.73 

(24)3 

SI 65-56402-1-387K 

(85)4 * a 

SI 100-15862-149 
(33 )J 




iti) 


]FM % 










On 3/24/46 when a Win-the-Peace Rally to he h eld at 
the Moore Theater in Seattle } Washington 3 on. 3/27/46 [wa s being 
discussed s Helen Douglas was oa.e person mentioned as a possible' 
good drawing card for the rallm^^QJ) 




'b2 ' 
b7D 


Seattle 'memo, 4/23/46 
Re: CPy Political Activities; 

IS-C 

100-8-72-53 

(?)J * 

SI 100-33049-50-25 p .?T( SE-T-2 )][$//( U) 

( 61)4 *— 


* "The Worker" for 3/24/46 carried an article headed 
"Williamson Back from Trip } Reports a Revitalised CP." The ' 
article stated that John Williamson had returned to CP National 
Headquarters after a 23-day tour of some of the country's industrial 
centers with the impression that the CP was shaking 'off the evil 
habits of revisionism and assuming its roll at the head of the 
American working class. Williamson stated that labor and other 
independent political forces on thei Pacific Coast were determined 
to reelect the progressive congressmen } one being (Helen Gahagan) 
Douglas, and also add new fighters to the delegation. 

100-8-68-A 
(29)1 
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On- 3/25/46 at a meeting of the Washington Institute 
of Pacific Relations Advisory Committee at the Owen Lattimore 
home, (fiddliest not stated) it was decided that leading foreign 
affatrs personnel he asked to lend their names and support to 
the Washington membership appeal of the Institute of Pacific 
Relations. Helen O a hagan Douglas was named as one such person. 


10/17/51 

Hel IPnsTTTuIe of TacTJTc "Relations; 


b7D 


Esp. -R 

lob-64700-998 p.395 . 

(W, 36) 

SI 100-64700-1207 p.2248 
(62)1 


On 3/29/46 
held at Jordan Hall, 
at the meeting, Helen 
of the rally. 


the Emergency Win the Peace Rally was 
Boston f . According to a pamphlet distributed 
Cahgggan Douglas was one of the sponsors 




(A 

Sec. 


and Intelligence Div., 
Army Base, Boston 
Boston rpt., 5/7/46 
Re: Win the Peace _Conf., 

Washington, D.C., etal; 


IS-R 


100-344437-26 p.20 

(56)1 
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\ Seth Levine and Bob Lamb's office, 

CIO. "Seth Told "Lamb 's secretary that he, Seth, had taken a 
letter on Spain over to (Senator) Coffey. Seth said that " . 
Lamb should go see Helen .ffahagan Douglas regarding the matter Of 


Inn, not given 

1S-0" - 


100-203268-1018 
(56) j 


On 3/29/46 Clara Walden, wife of Michael Yfalden, talked 
with D r . Thomas Harris, of ARI 3 concerning the best way to 
approach J 0 seph D a vies, former Ambassador to Russia, to invite ^ 
him to speak at the ARI banquet to be held in LA. They finally 
agreed it would be a good idea to have Helen Gahagan Douglas 
call Davies directly from Washington 3 . 5. . , 

■cur 


b2 

b7D 


^£2 rpt'./~4/l 6/46 
Re:. Michael Alexander Bornstein 
Walden, was; 

IS-R 


100-51620-31 p.8,11 
(56)J 


An April 3 1946 issue of "Proletarec, " official organ 
of the Yugoslav Socialist Federation published weekly in 
Chicago, carried an article under the column "Looking Aheadf 
which mentioned the atomic bomb. The article stated that Pres. 
Truman favored civilian control of atomic energy and that Helen 
Douglas had introduced bills to establish such, control. 

Chicago letter, 5/7/46 

Re: 6 inrad; 

IS -; 

100-190625-2273 

(a) J 






Helen Gahagan Douglas had declined an invitation to 
speak at the Red Army Day dinner to be held 2/21/46 at the 
Waldorf-Astoria Hotel s NYC. The dinner was sponsored by the 
National Council of American-^mrLeJi EiLL^ndship£p^^y( U) 


National 


As of April, 1946 , 
Council, 


rimtnl n? _n lodged support to the 


i-eagtea 

j&m 


b2 

b7D 


b2 

b7D 


The "DW" for 3/6/46 carried an article on the tea 
commemorating International Women T s Day sponsored by the 
National Council of American-Soviet Friendship 3 held at the 
.Russian Consulate 3 NYC, The article stated that Douglas had sent 
greetings to the meeting. - 


NY rpt. 3 8/5/47 , 

Re: National Council of American- 

Soviet Friendship 3 In c ‘i - 
IS-C < 


100-146964-1159 p..22,39 } 58 
(39) J 


In early April 3 1946 Irving Levine worked in behalf 
of the American Committee for Spanish Freedom and endeavored 
to have a letter prepared to send to the V/hite House condemning 
action of Franco?in Spain. He sought -to have the Spanish letter 
released through the offices of either Congressman Ellis Patterson 
or- Helen Gahagan Douglas,(pQ(/ 




12/2/46 


WFO rpt. 3 
Re: Irving Seth Levine; 

IS-C 

100-26411-38 

(61) J 


b2 

blD 






As of April, 1946, Helen Gahagan Douglas had pledged 
support to the.National Council of American Soviet Friendship, 


Incorporated.M') 


XU) 


b2 

b7D 


NY rp^.y 11/25/50 

Re: Vito Marcantonio, wa; 

SM-C 

100-2,8126-66 
(34) J 


The ’’Maine CIO News" for April, 1946, reported that 
Mrs. Helen Douglas, attended the Democratic Party State 
Convention in Maine (place not stated). 

Boston rpt., 8/29/46 

Re: Cominfil CIO Industrial 

Union Councils, Boston; 

IS-C 

100-33049-5-35 

fsAl 









The LA *Field Office supplied a list of candidates 
for office in the 1946 elections dated 4/3/46. From the 14th 
Congressional District, Helen ,Gahagan Douglas, democrat incumbent 
mas listed. Regarding Douglas, the following information was 
given; Motion picture actress, wife of Melvyn Douglas, actor. 
They were bpth ardent followers of the CP and were members of 
and active in, The Hollywood Anti-Nazi League; American League 
for- Peace and Democracy; The Motion Picture Democratic Committee; 
Hollywood Democmbic Committee; Hollywood ICCASP; Mobilisation 
for Democracy. The CP, certain CIO Unions and the CIO-PAC 
supported her two years previous, resulting in her election, 

In Congress she supported the CP program 100%. 

No Inft. given . 

List as above -end. with 
LA letter, 4/4/46 
He: CP, USA, 13th Dist.j 

' IS-C 

-35-1257 


The column "On the Sidewalk ” by Charlotta Bass in 
the "California Eagle” for 4/4/46 refers to statements regarding 
Communism by Helen Gahagen Douglas. Douglas had stated that 
"if we don't, want Communism, . we shall have to see that everyone 
has a job/Jf . " 

, LA rpt., 11/25/46 

Re: Mrs. Charlotta A. Ba,ss, 

wasj 

SM-C 

■> 100-297187-13 

(63)} 


100-3 

(28)J 
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stated that the ARI 


wanted to get Joseph E. Davies, former Ambassador to Russia 
to be the speaker at the banquet which the LA ART was planning 
for the end of April. They also wanted to get Helen Gahagan 
Douglas to be a member of the sponsoring committee to invite 
Davies (\jy 


| Douglas requesting 
permission~to add Her name To the ART "sponsoring committee and 
stating "they" wanted to use her name on an invitation inviting b2 
Davies to be speaker at the inauguration dinner 


b7D 


out to several prominent 
C a lifornians seating THarB Douglas and oUTier prominent people 
were sponsoring an invitation to Davies to come to California as 
speaker at the ARI inauguration dinner and waited to add their 
names as sponsors 

| told Edmund Cooke that . she was^ signing 
S‘uch names~as~^ouglas~ r Ud invitations to the ARI dinner (u) 

- 


\L4 rpt. 3 6/18/46 
Re : ARI ; 18-R 

61-6211 -4941 p. 20,21,22, 23. 24 

(19)1 

SI 1st par. above 
100-203581-5404 p.29 
( 68)1 
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On 4/6/46 Helen Bryan t executive secretary of the 
JAFROj talked with A1 Sherman who had been acting as a lobbyist.. 

In the conversation Sherman said that he would be in contact with 
various Congressmen including Helen Douglas. Bryan told Sherman 
that he would not get any place with Douglas but that he should 
wort: on it.O&fVf 

1 _ 


5/7/46 " 

Re: JAFRC; 
IS-C 


hlD 



100 -j7 061 -1843 

( 8 ) J 


SI 100-7061-1330' p.36 

(S) j 



Soviet Friendship, Inv.» 
IS-C 

100-146964-777 

( 39)1 


-9 






The "SF Examiner" for 4/12/46 3 page 4, carried an 
article captioned "Californians Praise Beds, Win the Peace 
Parley Lauded .in the House." The article stated that "the 
lauditory statement concerning the ,dramatic excellence of the- 
Win-the-Peace Conference was signed by Representatives Helen 
Gahagan Douglas, Havenner . . all left-wing Democrats." 

End. of memo furnished by former SAC 
Pieper as a result of a conf. 
investigation for the "SF Examiner" 
concerning Havenner 3 with 
■ SF M e mo 3 5/23/49 

Re: ■ US Congressman Franck 
Havenner 

100-336952-5 end. p.22 
(46 )J 


The "Labor Herald" for 4/12/46 carried an article headed 
"Patterson Endorsed by LA Council. " Under the article there vjas 
a list of Congressional candidates for the Southern part of 
California who were endorsed by, the Council and the name of 
Helen Gahagen Douglas was included in the list. 



LA rpt. 3 5/2/46 

Re: Cominfil CIO Industrial 

Union Council, LA Div.; 


IS-C 


100-33049-26-38 

( 61 )J 

SI 100-33049-26 A "Peoples World" 

& . ■ 










I A1 "Blumberg and "Seth "Levine when Al "asked Seth how he 
was doing on the signatures (to a letter to the President 
signed by Congressmen apparently demanding the UNO Security 
Council consider the case of the Franco Government in Spain), 

A1 said they wanted Helen Cahggan Douglas and a number of\ others 
to' be sure to sign\*^f 


No Inft, given 


: 100-203268-1037 

(es)J 


S e th 

"Levine arid "Bob Ta/mB at Tfie UTV in regard To sTgnarFures as in 
above reference (100-203268-1037). Levine ‘told Lamb he had 
eight signatures and may get Helen Gahggan Douglas(/( - 

No Inft, given 
100-203268-1060 

(42 jf 


bZ 


The "California Eagle” for 4/18/46 carried an article 
headed "Veteran Croup to Present Awards to Home Front Fighters." 
The article stated that the American Veterans Committee would 
present awards at a gala affair at the Club Alabam in LA on 
4/26/46 and listed-Helen Cahagan Douglas as one who would receive 
an award. ‘ - 


LA rpt.j 6/17/46 

Re: The American Veterans Committee 

IS—C 

100-339008-31 

(*?)j 







On 4/22/46 Clara Walden 3 CP member who was frequently, 
in touch with the LA Russian Vice Consulate 3 addressed a telegram 
to Lion Feuchtwanger, pro -Russian 7/riter 3 requesting that he 
join with various people including Helen Gahagan Douglas:in 
extending an invitation to ex-Ambassador Joesph E. Davies and the 
Soviet writers Ilya Ehrenberg juoA Konstantin Simonov to visit 



E(U) 


b'Z 

b7D 


On 2/8/45 Salka Viertel 3 wife of Berthold Viertel 3 
liberal writer 3 contacted Mrs. William Dieterle 3 CP.member 3 and 
they discussed selecting a speaker for "one of their affairs" 
to be held shortly thereafter. They mentioned Helen Gahagan 


b2 

b7D 


SF rpt., 3 4/25/50 

R e : Gregori Markovich Kheifets, 1 
was.; 

Esp. -R 

65-51593-33 p.198,202 < . 

(23) J f ' 

SI 1st par. above 
100-5143-60 

(31 )J 

1 

Cl 


In the week of 4/23/46 
including H e len Gahagan Douglas 3 


a group of American Congressmen 3 
sent a letter to President Truman 


asking him to break 
and urged that this 
the Spanish problem 


diplomatic and commercial relations with Franco 
country take thp, initiative in presenting 
before the UN .^(/>^0 ' b 2 

| %T(u7 b7D 

Enel. of Inft. rpt. of 
with NT Memo 3 4/26/46 
" , [Re: Spanish Activities in the) 

1 NT Field; 

SM-S 

65-41299-35-184 
(23) j 


4/23/46 
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On 5/13/46 at a meeting of the CP Midtown Section 3 
held at 124 W. 6th St. 3 LA 3 plans for the CP election campaign 
were outlined.' It was brought out that theu would support 


Helen Gahagan Douglas for 


re-election. 

I ^*$C (U) 

LA rpt. 3 10/3/46 
Re:' Frits Simmel 3 


b2 

b7D 


wa; 


SM-C 


100-110172-6 p.5 
(37)J 


From 5/20 - 22/46 Lavorence I. Hewes 3 of 576 Tennyson 
Ave.j Palo Alto 3 California 3 was registered at the Burlington 
Hotel 3 Washington D.C. During that time he contacted Helen 
Gahagan Douglas in a manner indicating he was well acquainted 
with her. Hewes was believed to be involved in Russian relief 
work. 

' > 

Bureau Agent 

WFO rpt. 3 6/if/46 
v Re: Nathan **re gory 

Silvermaster 3 was; 

Esp. -R 

65-56402-1364 p.168 
- ' (34)j 








On 5/24/46 the Coordinating Council camposed of the 
Hollywood ICCASP 3 CIO Industrial Union Council 3 Railroad 
Brotherhoods 3 Progressive AFL PAC 3 National Citizens PAC and 
CIO PAC met in LA (place not started). At the meeting the 
Council endorsed various candidates of the so-called /progressive 1 ' 
block 3 one being Helen Gahagan Douglas for Congress 


£ 


W>4 

r/31/46 


LA rpt. 3 
ReHollywood ICCASP; 
IS-C 

100-338892-67 

0f6)i 


b2 

blD 


On 5/29/46 in his broadcast over radio station KF'JB, 

LA 3 Peter De Lima stated that When he gois to NIC and Yfashington, 

D.C. the next week 3 he was going to find out-whether liberalism 
was officially considered good Americanism or not. He made refer¬ 
ence to an article in "Life" magazine written by Joseph and Stewart 
Alsopp entitled "The Tragedy of Liberalism" which charged that 
Helen Gahagan Douglas and others were making it difficult for 
President Truman and Secretary of State Byrnes to give America, 
what it needs at this stage of the world r s development. 

4 

LA rpt. 3 12/9/46 

Re: Peter H. De Lima 3 was; 

IS-R 

100-345170-3 p.19 

(48)] 


- 101 - 





CON FI 


The Hollywood ICCASP carried on an active campaign in 
the California primaries to be held on 6/4/46 in support of 
Communist affiliated candidates, among them being- Helen Gahagan 
Douglas l/(_ 


Douglas was one of the sponsors for the 5/13/46 confer * 
ence of the National Win -the -Peace Committee .(ggf 

• A \ &r ^ 

rpt., 5/10, 


/10/46 

Motion 


LA 

Re: Cominfil 

Industry; 

IS-C 

100-138754-125 p.6,8 

(37)1 


Picture 


b2 

b7D 


On 6/4/46 Mr. and Mrs. James R. Newman were observed 
driving to 123 VI. Bradley Lane, Chevy Chase, Maryland, the 
residence of Helen Gahagan Douglas. Thley voere met at the 
door by Mrs. Douglas. Others arriving at the residence were 
Mr. and Mrs. Myer Cohen, Mr. and Mrs * Philleo Nash and Mr. ~ 
and Mrs. Alfred Friendly^ 

On 6/7/46 a person believed to be Douglas, was 
observed driving up in front of the Silvermaster home//ferU{ 


Jos. Grimm, Chevy Chase mail carrier, advised Helen 
Gahagan Douglas resided at the above address which she rents 
from G. Gould Lincoln, connected with the "Evening Star." 

Th.fi v/FO fi 7 ff.q ref lect Douglas had been mentioned on occasions 

(no dates given$j2^T0\ 


b2 

b7D 


by 


On 3/3/45 Sylvia Beitscher attempted to get Douglas 
as a speaker for the CIO Women's Auxiliary. Beitsche p— had — 
advised that Douglas was friendly with Hugh De Lacey. 


b2 

b7D 
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Mrs. 'Bose Gregg consented to go with Glenore Horn of 
9112 Alton Parkway,, Washington, D.C. to the American League of 
Women Voters lecture on l/l5/46_Jig_J] i gg l r Douglas speak.(Jffiif 


b2 

b7D 


JL 


w 



V/FO rpt., 7/8/46 

Re: Nathan Gregory Silvermaster, 
was., Esp. -B 

65-56402-1359 p.99,100,104,105 

cl 4) 

31 1st par. above 
116-624-37 

mJ, 


On 6/14/46 the Mobilisation for Democracy sponsored 
a "Stop the Klan n meeting at the Olympic. Auditorium in LA. 
Bussell Nixon of the United Electrical, Radio and Machine 
Workers of America spoke at the meeting. In his qoeech he 
stated that Fascism was exemplified by Congressman Rankin who 
cursed Helen Gahagan Douglas because her husband was a Jew. 

G-2, LA 

LA rpt., 3/9/47 

Re: Mobilisation' fjSr Democracy / 

IS-C 

100-343748 ' 

(47)/ 
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On 6/24/46 Helen Gehagen Douglas was observed 
addressing a gathering of about 250 persons at Sylvan 
Theater on the V/ashington Monument Ground's, Washington, D.C. 
Several CP members were noted in- attendance « 

WFO rpt. s 1/20/47 
Re: CP, USA, Dist. 4 ; 

IS-C 

100-3-60-555$p. 74 

(57) J 

SI 100-135-53-246 p.23 

(31) 4 ' ‘ 

SI 100-7660-3898 (MID) 

(32) 4 

SI 100-25256-31 p.15 

(58) 4 

SI 100-274433-39 p.9 ' 

/ ' ( 44)4 


As of July, 1946, Helen Gahagan Douglas had been fo‘r 
some time in contact with perspjjjf&l of the CIO, Maritime 
Committee in Washington, D.cSk^ LL> . . b2 

1 kru b 

V/FO rp t., 7/23/46 

Re,: Cominfil CIO Maritime * 

Committee; 

IS-C 

100-203268-1105 p.ll 
' - (42)! 
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In "The Communist Fifth Column" pamphlet put out by 
the Chicago Journal of Commerce, there was an -article written 
by Andrew Avery, dated 7/2/46 headed "Noted Writers, Actors, 
Artists and Professors Follow Party Line, Espouse Red Causes." 
The article carried a list of some of the people who had 
supported Communist-controlled movements, manifestos, political 
Candidacies, and the like and the name of Helen Gahagan Douglas 
appeared on the list among those from the stage, movies and 
radio. 

Enel, of pamphlets including 
the above with 
Bureau Memo, 7/9/47 
Re: Pamphlets on Communism 
by the Chamber of Commerce and 
_ The Chicago Journal of Commerce 
100-3-2018, end. p.27 of Part I 
- - ( 2 ?)] 


On 7/1/46 Congresswoman Helen Gahagan Douglas ' car 
was observed standing in front of the residence of James R. 
Newman, Yfashington, D.C. Her car was also observed in front 
of the Newma ! n residence oh 7/2/46. 


WFO rpt., 7/19/46 

Re: Nathan Gregory Silvermc&er, 

was; 

Esp. -R 

65-56402-1-1447 p.142 

(24 )J 


The "Peoples Voice" of 7/6/46 in the column "Soapbox 
in Washington" stated that Helen Douglas, among others, had 
released a statement in opposition to dropping OPA controls. ' 

10013-83-A 

- ( 8 ) J 
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Helen Gahagan Douglas was one of the sponsors of 
the American Preparatory Committee which sponsored a rally on 
7/9/46 at the Hotel Diplomat } NYC to'welcome the American 
delegation to the International Student Conference at Prague 
to be held 8/18 - 31/46 

‘ .1 \M\ A 


b2 

b7D 



He: American Preparatory 

Committee; 

IS-C 

100-345988-1 

(49)J 

SI 100-346566-8 

(49)J- 



No Inft. given 
100-203268-1101 


/ 

C*2)J 



"The Vlorker” of 7/14/46 carried an article headed 
"Political Status j of American Homan," This article stated 
' that half of the ten women in the H 0 use could be considered 
fairly progressive and' named Helen Gahagan Douglas as one. 

100-3-78-A 
(30)\ 
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On 7/15/46 at a meeting of the CP Midtown Section 
Council held at 124 W . 6th St. 3 LA f it was decided that the 
Midtown Section would not actively support the candidacy of 
Helen Cahagan Douglas who was seeking reelection.% jf9(U) 

1 m /\ $ 

LA rpt.j 9/17/46 b 

Re: Viilmina Maise s was; 

IS-C 

100-184142-25 

(40)\ 


According to a letterhead of the "Win-the-Peace Committee 
dated 7/17/46 3 H e len Gahagan Douglas was one of its sponsors^M^T/j 

| i ff* 

LA rpt., > 4/7/47 b7D 

Re: International Union of 

Students ; 

IS.-C 

100-346566-16 

( 49 )j 


Terry Sorocco and Edith tialperin in which. Edith, 
V&WWn TWTry for Evelyn’s phone number which Terry said was 
National 3120--" and ask for Helen Gehagen Douglas’ office — 
Evelyn picks up the phone.’U^Q^t 







:ojshb£uI!AL 


On 7/17/46 
intended to 
office of Helen 
D 


a conf\si£JljLUil 
invite 


the 

in Washington 3 


len G-ahagan 


sourc e advised that 

who was employed in 
UougIas~ 3 to a dinner at their home 


WFO teletype7/18/46 
, Be: Gregory; 

Esp . -B - 
65-56402-1356 
(24 )J 

SI 65}-56402-i473 p.40 
(24)-J ■ 

SI 65-56402-1679 p.26 

(34)J 


b2 

hlD 



b2 

hlD 


On 7/l2/46\ 


to Congressman^ 
which was 


were dis^ussTng tKe _ 

up in Congress the nelFB day. 


secretary 


expected to come 
said Mrs. Douglas (doubtless Helen Gahagan Douglas) had 
she was favoring the side whi ch wg<s rio t for cutting the 



n.nnnu 



As of 7/19/46, Douglas was .living at 3409' 35th Place 
N. W. 3 Washington 3 D.C. 3 the home of James B. Newman . She had 
rented .the house for two months while Newman was away on vaca¬ 
tion. (Bureau Agent) 


WFO rpt. 3 8/1/46 

Be: Nathan Gregory Silverm.aster 3 
was.; - 

Esp. -B 

65-56402-1448 p.61 3 105 
(24 )J 




During the week of 7/19/46 to 7/26/46 3 more than 
1100 members of the Hollywood ICCASP registered protests 
against discrimination shown Carlton Moss (colored CP sympathiser) 
by the Ambassador H 0 tel 3 LA 3 where he was isfused elevator service. 
Helen Gahagan Douglas was one of the protesting members. 

MID Weekly Intelligence Summary 

100-7/560-3989 

(32)1 



On 7/29/46 Alena Bernaskova 3 feature writer on 
"Svobodne Noviny 3 " Prague newspaper, interviewed Helen 
Gehagan Douglas. ■' . * ' 

De’pt. of State Press Release 
dated 7/29/46 

' 64-17^5-263-39 ' 

(57 )j 






The CSCUAA third report (1947) stated that the advance 
•notices on the meeting of the California Labor School held on 
8/2-4/46 at Asilomar, Helen Gahagan Douglas was listed as one 
of the invited speakers. 

- *5 , 

Also, Douglas had sent a telegram to the Emergency 
Committee on KFI (radio station in LA which had dismissed a 
number of its commentators as pro-Soviets), which telegram was 
read at the meeting of the Committee held on 3/30/45. The 
Committee headquarters w-ft$‘ 357 S. Hill Street, 'LA. 

At the meeting of the California Committee for Radio 
Freedom held 12/28/45 at the Hollywood Studio Club, LA, _it 
was announced that the Committee was proud of Ratter son, Healy 
and Gahagan, (Congressmen)—they were elected by the radio. 

Enel, of above rpt. with 
SF memo, 3/17/52 
Re: Un-American Activities 
in California 

100-15252-59 p.101,183,186,380 
(33)J 

SI 123-5327-33 

(55)1 


On 8/5/46 Helen Douglas was requested to join in the 
impending American Slav Congress to be held in NYC.Jgf)^ 


- M ti) 

NT letter, 8/6/46 

Re: American Slav Congressj 

IS-C 

100-56674-522 

(10) J 


b2 

b7D 







JHeTen _ and Molly Kanarek 

the Browns about attending a picnic, 


to tell tier sne tic 
Then Helen told 


of having gone on Skyline Drive with Ellen Brown (secretary to 
Helen Gahagan Douglas) S/W)UA) 


(esjj 


During, the fall of 1946, after Charles James Edwards, 
a Negro, was admitted to the Bar, through falsification of papers 
efforts were made to secure an appointment for Edwards in the 
Office of LA City Attorney Chesebro. The secretary to Helen 
Gahagan Douglas approached US Attorney James Carter, requesting 
that Edwards be appointed an Assistant US Attorney. After 
Edwards was arrested for his falsification, nothing was done 
to any of the sponsors who perpetrated the - fraud on the State 
and Federal Courts. 

No Inft. given 

N LA rpt., 5/37/46 - 

Re: Robert W. Kenny, was; 

IS-C 

100-168670-38 
( 40 J4 


j4s of September, 1946, Helen Gahagan Douglas was one 
of the Democratic candidates fpr Congress from California whom 
the CP was .campaigning for{Qf) (A 









pONRpSt^mU 


■This reference is a pamphlet called "Federation to 
Fight Fascism" edited by Kenneth M, Ellis, dated 9/2/461- 
One item in the pamphlet stated that Upton Close, (real name 
Jefferson Hall) who gets out a weekly news letter which is 
said to be anti-Semitic, uses an anti-Communist attitude to 
"smear" liberals such as Helen Gahagan Douglas and Senator 
Pepper. 


105-9597-Ip. 6 
(53)V 


On 9/8/46 at a meeting.of the followers of Gerald 
L.K. Smith, held at the Embassy Auditorium in LA, Smith • 
gave a list of subjects which he would discuss while in LA. r 
One, was "The Secret Backer of 'Congressman Helen Gahagan 
Douglas. " 

--, 

ISource X>rH _I 


LA rptT, 10/9/46 

Re% William R. Bidner, was; 

IS-C - 

100-317714-25 

(44)1- 


0 n 9/18/46 Wilmina liaise conferred with Jim J 0 nes, 
member of the CP Midtown Section, to outline the political 
activity to be taken in behalf of the candidacy of Helen 
Gahagan Douglas who was seeking reelection to Congress. 

Jones said he would talk with Douglas about her campaign and 
her future political policies.%&)(\S) 

-^.(U) 

LA rpb., 3/5/47 

Re: Wilmina Maise, wa.; 

IS-C 

100-184142-27 

(H»)y 



b2 

b7D 






On 9/20/46 at the j Third American Slav Congress held 
at Manhattan Center, NYC, George Pirinsky, executive secretary, 
gave a report in which he stated, that Helen Gahagan Douglas 
was one of the Congressmen who had cooperated in bringing the 
statements of the American Slav Congress to the attention of 
Congress,and to readers of the Congressional Record. 


b2 

b7D 


NY rpt., 10/10/46 

Re: American Slav'Congress; 

IS-C 

100-56674-727 p.28 

( 35)1 


On 9/22/46 there was to be a Dinner Forum under the 
auspices of "The Nation" at the^Ambassador Hotel in LA .. Helen 
Gahagan Douglas was one of the sponsors of the dinner 




LA rpt., 9/11/46 

Re: Cominfil Motion Picture 

Industry; 

IS-C , 

100-^38754-134 p.7 


b 2 
b7D 






T 


fOn 8/29/46 at a meeting of the CP.Aaron Johnson Club 
held at 1J55~E. 41st St., LA^, Harry Daniels, Legislative 
Director of the LA County CPj=%tated that the Republican Party 
was making an effort to hide its reactionary force by putting 
Frederick Roberts (Negro) against Helen Cahagan Douglas.. He 
stated the CP was going all~o u± ±n r^mzl ect Douglas. (jS6*(U) 

J fe fou) ™ 

O n 9/27/46 Daniels spoke at a CP council meeting 
of the Subsection chairmen in the Hollywood Section, at 838-j- 
N. Wilcox, LA, on the re-elect ion of Do uglas. b2 


LA rpt., 2/26/47 

Re: Samuel Harry Kasinowits, wa; 
Harry Daniels; 

£jS~C 

lOCj-100324 -24 


SI 2nd par. above 
100-100324-57 p.17 

f t i*i /r* ^ 


100-100324- 


As of about October, 1946 Helen Ga/hagen Douglas was 


one of Harriet Bouslog’s frequent contacts 


Gghage i 


1 fe O , . 

WFO rpt., 11/5/46 

Re: Harriet Bouslog, wa; 

IS-C 

100-76452-16 


- 114 - 







,1 

As of October, 1946, Helen v ahagan Douglas was one of 
the sponsors of the East and West Association Washington Council* 

No Inft. given 

WFO rpt., 10/21/46 

Re: East and West Ass'n. 

' n Washington Council; 

IS-C 

100-250358-14 
(43)J 


The Civic Unity Conference of Portland planned to have 
a large meeting late in the fall of 1946 at rwhich national speakers 
would he featured. Helen Gehagan Douglas was one of the speakers, 
the group would attempt to Uring in.C^^\^ 


rpt., 11/14/46 


\lnft. 
ortland 

Re: Foreign Inspired Agitation 
Among American Negroes in the 
Portland Div.; 

IS 


100-135-40-49 p.10 

( 57)4 


A mail cover ontthe residence of James Newman, 3409 
34th Place, Washington, D.C., reveaLed that he had received a letter 
postmarked 10/2/46 at LA from Helen Gahagan Douglas .Mi 



WO rpt., 11/5/46 ; , 

R e : Nathan Gregory Silvermaster, 
was; 

Esp. -R 






On 10/3/46 Mr. and Mrs„. Melvin Douglas sent a 
telegram of congratulations to the AYD meeting held at Pierce 
Eallj Yfashington 3 D.C. 

Source Completely reliable } 

confirmed information 

MID Weekly Intelligence Summary 3 

9/27/46 to 10/4/46 

$004 7660-4044 p. 11 

(69 JJ 



During the week of 10/4/46 to 10/11/46 the CRC 
mailed out invitations for an "Unseat Bilbo" dinner to be 
held in the Hotel Pennsylvania 3 NYC } on 10/17/46. Helen- 
Gahagan Douglas was to be one of the . speakers at the dinner. ’ 

Source Usually reliable 3 probably 
true information 
MID Weekly Intelligence Summary 
100-7,660-4056 , ' . 

( 32)4 , ' ' 








On 10/16/46 Helen Gahagan Douglas was one of the 
speakers at an FEPC mass rally held at the Second Baptist 
Churoh s LA. 

- On 10/23/46 Douglas sent a telegram endorsing the 
FEPC to a meeting of 150 to 200 persons held at the 28th St. 

YMCA in LA. 

(T-4^Anti -subversive Detail 3 
LA Sheriff's Office 
LA rpt.y 8/3/49 
Be: Orson Welles 3 wa; 

SM-C . 

100-23438-41 
(Vy Si) 

SI 1st par. above 

100-26912-988 (‘CaJL. Eagle 10/17/46) 

( 34)4 


The "Peoples Voice" of 10/26/46 carried a picture 
of Mrs. Chas. Ferguson 3 Dashiell Hammett 3 Congresswomen Helen 
Gehagan Douglas and Paul Robeson. Under the picture it was 
stated that tf Let Freedom Ring n was the theme of the Oust 
Bilbo Dinner" held at the Hotel Pennsylvania the previous week. 
The above.named people had attended the dinner. 

100-135-34-A 
(57 XI 






The "New^World” /oR 10/31/46 carried the results of 
a poll which had been taken by Ralph Gundlach of 80 Washingto 
D.C. newspaper correspondents . According to the poll, Helen 
Gahagan Douglas was among the top five Congressman from the 
West Caost. 

Seattle rpi., 12/6/47 
Re: Ralph Harrelson Gundlach, 

100-41195-59 

( 35)1 


In November, 1946 Miss Thursa Avery, Manager of the 
Janesville Merchants Credit Bweau, advised that prior to her 
marriage 3 Mrs . Voltairine Feingold Bock was secretary to 
Congresswoman Helen Douglas in Washington, <D.C. 

Milwaukee rpt., 11/15/46 
Re: Benjamin Bock, wa; 
Applicant,_ Central Intelligence 
Group 

118-170-19 

(y) : 


In N 0 vember, 1946, Philip J. Halla, 1218 N. Rolfe 
St., Arlington, social acquaintance of Benjamin Bock, advised 
that he had met Bock’s wife on several occasions. He stated 
that at that time Bock’s wife was on maternity leave ftom the 
off fee of Congresswoman Helen Gahagan Douglas.- 

Richmond rpt., 11/9/46 
Re: Benjamin Bock, wa; 
Applicant-Central Intelligence 
Group 

.. 118-170-21 

(S3ti 








Benjamin Bock, in his application for employment 
on 10/5/46, gave Louis 3, Prager, 1560 46th St., Brooklyn, NY 
as a reference. Prager advised in November, 1946, that Bock T s 
wife had been employed by Helen 'Gahagan Douglas which information 
he had refused to give at the beginning of the interview. He 
stated his reason for not wanting, to give that information was 
because he thought "that employment of the applicant's wife in 
this capacity with Congresswoman Douglas might possibly hinder 
his (Bock’s) chances to receive an appointment with the US 
Government. " 

NY rpt., 11/13/4 j5 
Re: Benjamin Bod.k, wa‘; 

Applicant - Central Intelligence 
Group ' 

118-170-20 

■ - 


Mrs. Neva Bethel, 2200 Leavenworth Ave., SF, advised 
that she supervised the work of the American Action Incorporated\, 
LA, during the November, 19461-political campaign. At that time 
the American Action Incorporated hoped to defeat Congresswoman 
Helen Gahagan Douglas. 


LA rpt., 4/28/47 
Re: American Action, Inc.; 

' IS-I. 

105-6836-17 p.11,18 










COMF1 



Bruce Waybur and Elisabeth and Dick Sasuly when 
."Bruce asTvect Dick if he’d heard Fulton Lewis the-night before. 

He said that Lewis, in his commenting, had stated he wondered 
"what corner of the Capitol Helen Douglas and (Vito) Marcantonio 
get together in--the basement or what corner such people get 


to gether in. 


n*\ 


(U) 


(U) 

.65-56403-1-945 

(* 


if 


On 11/7/46 Beadie Magdoff engaged one Jim, believed, 
James V. Fletcher, in a conversation concerning economics and 
Department of Commerce-matters- and toward the end of the 
conversation, they discussed elections. Jim commented that 
some liberal contingents did pretty well, rejerrfng to a 
C a lifornia group for Helen -Gahagan Douglas^yyrf/i ) 

Conf. Source . 

WFO teletype, 11/8/46- 

Re: Gregory / 

Esp. -R 

65-56402-1698 

(24)4 


SJ 65,-56402-1 -957] 

(SS)J 






j/b2 

b7D 






I 


Th'is reference is an unidentified infor maujifs, hqjhuzJi 
dated NYC and ]7g^Mm±oj3 LX -D.g.. 11/4-9/46. headed \ 


\ I --:-- 1 

100-33049-497 

■ - (34) J 

Correlator's Note: This serial is somewhat mutilated and the 
above is no doubt the gist of the information regarding Douglas. 


The Executive Board of the. CP of Illinois held a 
meeting in a small room at the rear of a restaurant on the 
fourth floor of the Fine Arts-Building, Chicago oh ll/lo/46. 
William Z. Foster, National' Chairman of the CP, spoke at the 
meeting. He talked some on the results of the recent elections 
and brought out that in California Helen Gahagan Douglas had 
been reelected.. 

- Unidentified outside source 

known to have given erroneous 
■ . information in the past 

Typewritten document enclosed 
with 

Chicago Memo of 12/3/46 
- Re: CP, USA, Dist. 8; 

TS-C 

100-3-14-3015 - . 

7s/ 



pwl 


-122- 






# * 


\ 


The "German American" for 10/15/46 carried an article 
headed "German American Labor Council Recommends Candidates ." 
The article stated that Helen Douglas of California was one 
of the candidates to be given full support. 

The "German American" for 11/15/46 carried an article 
headed "The Fight Will' Go On." The article stated that in 
instances where progressive candidates presented a really 
militant platform 3 people replied with a big vote. Helen 
Gahagan Douglas vias listed! asc one of the progressive candi¬ 
dates who won in the election. 



English items appearing in 
various "German American" news¬ 
papers from NT enclosed with 
Philadelphia Hemo s 4/12/47 
R§; The German American; 

IS 


1010,-279704-78 


1 Of-279 


a Mrs . Wyetji to Mine. Bonnet (NYC) advising~ that 
the Dinner invitation Committee for the World Friendship Dinner 
to be held at the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel. NYC,, invited Ambassador 
and Mme. Bonnet to the dinner on 11/27/46. Helen Gahagen Douglas 
was chairmoM of the affai r, £^$:(U) 

^ 3 . 00 - 5222^^^3 ^ 




-123- 








'CON 


iNFjBSffTI 


TIAL 


A Bureau Memo da-bed 11/20/46 revealed that Mri Fred 
Lyon of the State Department called and advised that the 
Secretary's Office had. requested information on. the Committee 
for World Festivals for Friendship. The group was at that 
time sponsoring a dinner under the leadership of Mrs. Helen 
Gahagan Douglas. ... 

In reply to the request, Mr. Lyon was advised on 
11/25/46 that the Bureau had no record of such an organisation, 

* 100-341714-14 

(isp 


On 11/22/46 one Mai, possibly Malcolm Hobb, contacted 
Charles Kramer and Kramer advised that all wires had gone out, 
apparently requesting a group of liberal Congressmen to attend 
a planned meeting. Kramer said that Helen Douglas had accepted 

Inft. not given 

WFO teletype, 11/25/46 ' 

Be: Gregoryj 
Esp. -B 

65-56402-1766 v 

0 4 JJ -j -- 

(4)j - 7 


As of the last of 1946, Helen Gohagan Douglas was 
a contact of Harriet Bouslo.g, V/ashington Bepresentative of the 
International Longshoremen and Warehousemen r s Union, CIO, and 
member of the CIO Maritime Committee b „ 

I- b7D 

WFO rpt), 1/17/47 
Be:. Cominfil CIO Maritime 
Committee; IS-B 
100-203268-1199 p.7 

CseXl 


pwl 


-124- 








c 


NT1AL 


On 12/3/53 Albert Decker advised the NT Office' that 
on 8/6/52 he wrote a letter to the 20th Century Fox Film, Corp., 
NTC, to explain his position concerning the charges made against 
him by the Tenny Committee and furnished a.copy of the letter . 

In the letter Dekker referred- to the C a lifornia Labor School, 
and stcted that Helen Gahagan Douglas was on the list of invited 
speakers to a meeting in Asilomar in 1947. 

End. of letter as above with 

NY Memo, 1/19/54 

Re.:- Albert Dekker; 

SM-C 

100-352560-7 

( 50)4 ■ 


Max Lowenthal ’ s book "The Federal Bureau of 
Investigation"' published in 1950 brought out that Rep. Helen 
Gahagan Douglas was against the investigation of Federal 
employees’ loyalty. In 1947 Douglas stated that the Republicans 
had been shouting and hunting Communists for the past 14 years 
but -Were really after New Deal Democrats. 

Enel, of above book with 
Bureau Memo, 2/1/51 
Re: Max Lowenthal’s hook 
"The FBI" 

62-25733-326, end. p.452 

(20)j 


The "Washington Post" for 12/30/46 carried ah article 
in the column "Yfashington Calling" subheaded "Conference of 
Progressives." The article stated that on 1/4/47 a group of 
progressives would meet in Washington, D.C. to shape a 
program on which it was hoped -that eventually a million 
Americans would agree. Helen Gahagan Douglas was expected to 
attend the meeting. 


100-346777-A 

( 49)4 

-125- 







As of 1/4/47 Helen Gahagan Douglas was affiliated 
with the ADA. She was one of the spokesmen for the CP and its 
program in Congress and sponsor of various CP front groups. 

MID Weekly Intelligence Summary 
, for week of 1/3/47 to 1/10/47 

. 100-7660-4252 p.6 

(SS)J 

L 



On the program of the housing meeting to he sponsored 
by the LA Citizens Housing Council on l/lQ/47 3 to be held at 
the First Unitarian Churchy SF 3 Helen Gahagan Douglas was listed 
to give'.the principal address. 


ISource F (not identified V 

tlnft. page) ™ « 

LA rpt.y 4/11/47 
Be: CP Veterans Commission\ 3 

Dist. 13 5 
IS-C ' 

100-3-73-116 ... . 

( 29)4 


On 1/19/47 the Amerioan Veterans Committee held a 
meeting in LA (place not stated) in protest against the housing 
situation. A considerable number of Negroes were present at 
the meeting at which Helen Gahagan Douglas was one of the 
speakers. 


fSource A: \ I 


La rpt. 3 2/14/47 
Be: Foreign Inspired Agitation 
Among the American Negroes in 
LA Field; 

IS 











On 1/21/47 Janie Norman -balked with Allen Rosenberg 
in Washington, D.C. They discussed Rosenberg's recent trip 
to California and Rosenberg stated "they are certainly wonder¬ 
ful people out there and it is’sor't of an energetic atmosphere." 
The name of Helen Gahagan Douglas came into the conversation 
and Rosenberg stated that she was a supporter of the Hollywood 
Broadcasting Company although, not a stockholder. {QQ ^ 


rpt., 3/3/47 


b2 

b7D 


WFO 

Re: Nathan Gregory Silvermaster, 
was,; Esp. -R 
65-56402-2294 p.167 

(84)y , . 

SI 65-56402-1973 > . 

(4)J 

sin-65 ?564G2-1 -1219 


The "Austin American" of 1/31/47 carried .! an article 
headed "Gerald Smith Here to Size up Leftist Legislation. " 

The article stated that Smith, national leader of America First 
Crusade and Christiah Nationalist organisations, expected to 
organise a rally to be held in the Paschal High School, Fort 
Yforth, for the purpose of ansvjerihg a speech to. be Thdde by 
Helen Gahagan Douglas, at the same place. — 7~ls. y &~sr - ■ 

Enel, of newspaper clippings with 
San Antonio Memo, 2/15/47 
’ Re: Gerald Lyman Kenneth Smith, 

wa .; 

IS-G 

62-43818-873 

‘ (2l)j , 








b2 


Congressman "Scoop" Jackson and Seth Levine. They aiscussea 
the labor bill, Jackson said "some of them are going to meet 
at Helen (Gahagan) Douglas 1 house tfityight with Gael Sullivan 
(Democratic National Committee). "{§ 

No Inft, given 

x 100-3:03268-1217 

(42), 



.Beadie Magdoff and CaroTTne ¥TancTs 
at TKe Teague of "Women Voters Office. They discussed a forth¬ 
coming all member meeting and the f possibility of getting a State 
Department speaker. Caroline had wanted to get Heleji Gahagen 


Douglas to speak but that didn 7 t work out. 


b2 


65-56402-1 -1258 


( 6 °)-J 









The Boston Field Office was furnished a 4-page 
pamphlet entitled "January, 1945 - June, 1946--The History b2 
of the First 18 Months of the ICCASP." According to the bio 

pamphlet, Helen Gahagan Douglas had been one of the speakers 
at the first banquet which the organisation had given in honor 
of Archibald Mac Leish when h e was armoi nted Assistant Secretary 
of State^ ' L - g^CU) 

The pamphlet stated further that the Washing-ton £70 

Office of the ICCASP had been able to obtain the services of 
such people as Douglas as spe akxxD. for meetings throughout 

the countryLjffi i\ /| 


Douglas was the principal speaker at the founding b2 
convention of the PCM held at JHlr Somerset Boston, on ; b7D 


3/2/47.JJ ^ l\ 



Boston rpt., 4/1/47 
Re: PCA; 

IS-C 


100-338892-114 p. 2, 4, 27, 39 
(46)J 


0 n 3/2/47 Helen Gahagan Douglas was to be the 
principal speaker at the founding convention of the Massachusetts 
Chapter of the PC A at the Hotel Somerset in Boston 


On 2/26/47 Harlow Shapley talked with Hannah Dorner, 
executive secretary of the ICCASP. Shapley agreed to appear 
at "a dinner to be sponsored by the PCA in LA on 3/15/47. In 
commenting on the California situation, Shapley said all Cali¬ 
fornia Congressmen except Douglas were "heels. 




bfoston rpt., 4/10/47 
R e : Dr.' Harlow Shapley; 

IS-R 

100-341825-42 p.7,10 
('47)4 

SI 1st par. abQve _ 

ioo -35iskn-i 
and, I 18^(11)' 


( 49 %= 


b2 

b7D 


JA 


i> 















The "NT Times" of 2/4/47 and 3/7/47 stated that. Helen 
Gahagan Douglas was a member of the sponsoring committee of 
the National, Conference on the German Problem, 515 Madison 
Ave. 3 NYC.U}?)l/y 


As of September 3 1947 3 Douglas was one of the sponsors b2 
of the American Committee for -Thaos'au B elief) T n cJ(§f)i/t ; b7 

i m») 

On a letterhead of the Win the Peace Conference of 
March 3 1946 3 Douglas was listed among the sponsors. 

(No I n ft-.) 

In 1945 3 Zlatko Balokovic of the American Slav 
Congress, spoke favorably of Douglas. He said she had. been 
putting "all kinds of information" for them in the Congressional 
Record and was a friend . of theirs. He was going to see Douglas 
when he was in Washington to adv advice as to a suitable speaker 
for their November, 1945 conference. 

NY rpt. 3 12/28/50 

Re: Kathryn McHale; Spec. 

Inquiry 3 7/hite House 
62493414-4 p.2 } 8 } 9 
(2S) 

SI 1st par. above 
62-93414-38 

( 3 , 34 ) 


The "DW" for 3/9/47 carried two pages devoted to 
the Women's International Democratic Federation. Under the 
caption "Orchids to Women" appeared a photo graph*.-of a number 
of women to whom the "DW" paid honor 3 one being Helen Douglas 3 
"consistently progressive Congresswoman." 


MID Weekly Intelligence Summary 
for 3/7/47 to 3/14/47 



-130- 






CON 



IAL 


In Drew Pearson's columns of 3/17 - 18/47 he wrote 
about aid to Greece and Turkey and accused President Truman of 
"beclouding" the issue by "the friends he keeps 3 " one being 
Rev. Thomas Daniels of Washington 3 D.C. Further regarding 
Rev. Daniels 3 Pearson stated "some congressmen are wondering 
what influence they (Greek Church royalists like Rev. DanielsJ 
may have on the most vital foreign policy step this country ? 
is taking in many years. " Informants wondereaif the Congressmen 
that Pearson spoke of included Helen Gahagan Douglas. 

Source Completely_ reliable 3 
probably true information 
MID Weekly Intelligence Summary 
of 3/14/47 to 3/21/47 
100-7660-4324 p.17 
(32)1 


On 3/19/47 Helen Gahagan Douglas' secretary 3 (name 
not given) received a telegram from H.F. Johnstone of AEC 3 
Richlgnd 3 Washington } asking for information as to character 
and loyalty of Heather Lorraine Patterson 3 applicant at AFC. 

Inft. not given 
LA~'Memo 3 4/28/47 
Re: AEA; Applicant 
Investigations 
117-275-17 
(S3)J 







On 3/19-20/47 Sava Kosanovic 3 Yugoslav Ambassador 3 
was busy directly and indirectly enlisting the aid of various 
prominent individuals/ Helen Gahagan Douglas among •them ., -to ' 

prevail upon the' State Department to give- aid to Yugoslavia\p^fv^) 


b2 

b7D 


rhimmnizi. nn _ a± _ i.n fn-rmn+.i.nn 

Ifrom 



1 __ 

rifFT-^LL /18/47~ , 

Re: I Yugoslav Activities in the Av 
US; - rJ 

IS-YU * ty 

100-32820-461 p.7 

(34/I ' / 










an (uoppocizj ana i/oris rienn. 

conversation, Joan said she was going -bo a tea at the United 
Nations Club to meet two English girls and commented that the 
organisation (CAN, not identified) wanted her to get an interview 
with HeleJv^Cahagan Douglas to try to get her to speak at a 
meetinglJ&f(/( b 2 

^ i k fcfu 

65-56402-1 -1540 



oan uoppocK ana syivia ueixscner wnen syivia astze 
aoouv Helen 'Gohagan .Douglas and Joan said Helen was in bed wifi 
the flu . Joan would try again on Monday (apparently ar.e 
trying to get Douglas to speak to a "CAT/" meeting) *G&/ 

<* No Inft. given 

101-2525-55 







On 3/18/47 Marty Popper contacted one Kramer in 
T/ashington, D.C. They discussed drafting "of the resolution." 
Popper stated that "since the question is going to be presented, 
in the House first someone like Helen Douglas should be cut in- 
on it and observed he knew her pretty well and requested copy 
when draft if ready . "Qs 

On 3/25/47 Beanie Baldwin, ■ NYC, contacted one Kramer ' 
in Washington, D.C. They discussed the Kramer resolution which 
was to be introduced on the' Senate floor and the need for support, 
Baldwin stated "they havelheir people in California working on 
Helen Gahagan Douglas to support resolution and mentioned she 
will be in real trouble politically if she goes along with the 
administration. 

[ 


W-4 

rpt.\ 6/30/47. 


wfU 

Be: Nathan Gregory Silvermaster; 
Espi-B 

65-56402-2601 p.56,57 
(24 )J 

SI 2nd par. above 
65-56402-2227 'p. 3 (Conf. Inft. ) 

fe)J 

SI 1st par. above 
65-56402-2319 (No Inft.) 

(4=)J 

SI 2nd par. above 
65-56402-1-1377 

(*)4 • 


:b2 

b7D 
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, b2 


CQBf®ERTlAL 


[Lou Segadelli and Don Murray.- They talked 
m aUou/F~Lou~ r Ealving over a task which - Don had been handling, that 
of obtaining a prominent political figure to make a speech. 

Don said he had already contacted Helen Douglas with no success 





Serial as above, headed 
"Oominfil United Public 
Vforkers of America; 

XS-C 

100-344835-106 

am 


This reference is a letter from William T. Spry, 

' LaJolla, California, dated 3/26/47 in which he advised that 

when he was. checking on what was going on regarding the (David) 
Lilie'nthal case, he had been diown a report sent out by one 
Elis.sa Brunson who was formerly an associate of Helen Gahagen 
Douglas. Brunson was employed by the Government in Washington 
and was sending out subrosa reports which Spry thought the Bureau 
might want to investigate. 

100-0-21711 

( 60)4 
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David Wahl and Congressman Jack Javits when they 
talked over the Greek situation. In their talk, David asked 
"if they were planning on Henry WallaoeP" Javits said no,'he 
couldn't do it unless the Democratic members suggestedhdm. 
David said he might get Helen Douglas to suggest hin.Jp&/f)(\J) 


b2 


L 


(U) 



65-56402-1 -1560 

( 4)4 


On 3/29/47 the "Pittsburgh Courier" in a column 
entitled "The Courier Salutes" paid tribute to Helen Gahagan 
Douglas for the stand she took against a Columbus, Ohio hotel's 
discriminatory practices. She was selected for her consistent 
crusading in behalf of Democracy for all people. 

WHO rpt., 5/14/47 

Re: foreign Inspired Agitation 

Among American Negroes in 

WO Div.j 

IS-C 

100-135-53-258 p.27 

(31)4 


This reference is an anonymous letter from Del 
Mar, California, dated 4/2/47 to the Bureau which called attention 
to the history of Helen Gahagan Douglas, Representative from 
California, who ■ the writer believed should be looked into. 

The writer believed Douglas and her husband to be subversive 
and if not Communists, certainly fellow travellers and pro -Russian. 

62-79101-5 

(mu 
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Helen Gahagan Douglas was listed as one of the 
sponsors of the Washington Committee of the Southern Conference 
for Human Welfare on the announcement sent out for its third 
annual dinner to l>e held 4/7/47 at the Hotel Statler 3 

if 


Washington, D. 


Trash cover on Samuel Rand, 
Perlman, 524 Madison St. s N.W., 
(Washington^ D.C. • 

WFO rpt. 3 9/13/4.2 

Re: Southern Conference for 

Human Welfare; 

IS-C 

100-10355-356 p.l 

(serf : ■ 




On 4/9/47 Corliss Lamont of the National Council 
of American - Soviet Friendship 3 was to appear before the. 
Affairs ^Committee of which Helen Gahagan 
member.(fSfoflA ) 


House Foreign 
Douglas was a 



b2 

b7D 


77 teletype, 4/8/47 
Re: National Council of 

American — Soviet Friend,ship 


Inc. i 
IS-C 

100-146964-1203 

KI 
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CONr 


1AL 






_| One Albert 

TaTTzed, To^nTTsaFPEK ISasuTy wKen they dTscussed an election 
'being held at the Phillips Cannery .on the Eastern. Shore and 
"they" need a speaker thdre. Helen Douglas was mentioned as 
the onlirCalifornia Congresswoman who would probably make a 
speech, (U), 


65-56402-1-1458 p.2 

(4JJ . ' 
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On 4/23/47 Richard Morford, executive director of 
the National Council of American - Soviet Frienddxip talked 
with a Mrs. Rittenberg, apparently an official with the 
Yfashington Heights Council of American - Soviet Friendship. 

They discussed the action that ^Rittenberg 7 s Council should 
take in opposing aid to Greece and. Turkey and Morford lold 
her they should favor a resolution introduced by John Blatnik, 
Representative from Minnesota. In the conversation Morford talked 
of various liberals meeting to talTLover the matter and Helen 
Gahagan Douglas was one of them.ai&F((j) - 

I fefrCU) b7D 

\j/2/4V --- 

Re: National Council of American- 

Soviet Friendship; 

IS-C 

1,00-146964-1230 

(39)4 


This reference 


] 


M r s. William H. Melish 3 wife of the chairman of the 


National Co'uncil of American - Soviet Friendship 3 and Richard' 
Morford 3 executive director of the organisation on 4/23/47. 
Morford told Melish that Rob Hall, n DW n Washington correspondent, 
told him that representatives from the State Department were 
pressuring various members of Congress into voting favorable on 
aid to Greece .and Turkey. They were paying great attention to 
Helen Gahagan Douglas hoping^ she would favor, financial assis¬ 
tance to the two countries. i Q£!Q( |j) 


4£}(u). 


b2 

b7D 


JUT: Ward FT. Council of 

American - Soviet Friendship; 
IS-C 

100j-l'46964 -1229 

(&£) 

SI,100-146964-1301 p.25 

(i) 
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This reference contained an enclosure of a circular 
which had been 1handed out on 4/24/47 at all factory gates, _ 
strategic working class street corners, etc* in LA* The circular 
was an invitation to attend the public demonstration on the City 
Hall steps (Spring Street side) on 4/26/47 at 10:30 A*M. 
when they would hear Helen Gahagan Douglas and other speaker s. 

[inft. BA-2 rpt^C^aied at LA, 
4/24/47 with end. as above 


100-33049-26-45 
(35)J 


On 4/26/47 Helen Gahag:am Douglas sent a telegram of 
sympathy with the objectives of the m.ass meeting held on the 
steps of the LA City Hall. The meeting was sponsored by the 
PCA and was fQXyb 
legislation.XJ^f^ 


he purpose of protesting certain labor 



LA rpt. } 

Re: Cominfil Motion Picture 

Industry; b2 

IS-C >7D 


100-138754-155 
(37) J 
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J2lR LA tLL&S nnntain\ 


b7D 



by several OP front organisations in the LA area, and also 
for important work alongthe left wing line by Representative 
Helen Gdhagan Douglas . w 

f 

LA letter, 5/18/49 

Re: Douglas D. Behrendj 

IS-R 

100-361711-2 

(51 )J 


Previous to May, 1947, Anita D. Scianna Batsch had 
listed as a personal reference Helen G-ahagan Douglas. (No 
further details) 


(Usually reliable source, 
probably true information) 
MID rpt. 5/13/47 
100-351383-2 

(49H 

SI 100-351383-1 
( 49 $ . 


_ 



PWL 
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CON FI 


_ On 5/24/47 a\ ____L 

l Washington, D7C7, to reninajier^ of the 
WasKTnglion Hr^s Committee meeting on the coming Friday at 
St. Johns Church. Mrs. Miller mentioned that they had 


obtained Congresswoman Helen 
the big meeting" on 5/28/47. 


'a^Ca^an Douglas to speak n at 
WFO rpt), 6/30/47 

Re: Nathan Gregory Silvermaster, 

was; 

Fsp. -R 

65-56402-2849 p.114 
(S4U - 


On 5 J 23 JAZ I I Helen Gahag an 

Douglas _ I a ^ 

| Tn Washington', HTcT. orTthe foUowing HondayTJJ^} (// 

Conf. Source 

WFO rpt., 7/28/47 

Re: Dr. Edward Uhler Condon; 

IS-R 

62-58854-48 p.61 

SI 1 65-56402 -1 -1699 \ ^ 

( 23)4 " 1 


In the election race of June, 1947, for a successor 
to Republican Representative Fred Norman in the Third Congres¬ 
sional District of the State of Washington after Norman’s 
death, Helen Gahagan Douglas spoke in behalf of Charles-R. 
Savage, left-wing candidate of th e^ ^^ ^^^^^^^ ^^P arty.j^^^ \$- 

iSeattl e memo, 8/13/47 

Re: CP, Political Activities; 

IS-C 

100-3-72-201 

(29 )I , 
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On 6/10/47 there was a meeting of the CP State 
Secretariat held at CP headquarters, SF, on the problem of 
starting the movement for a "third party" in California. 

William Schneiderman had recently returned from LA and he made 
a number of remarks regarding political developments there. 

He stated that the most immediate threat to the CP position at 
that time was that Helen Douglas vjould get to Henry Wallace and 
persuade him to drop Robert Kenny who wanted to liNj 
Democratic Party movement for Wallace in California^ 



p the 

(U) 


b2 

b7D 


Memo, 6/17/47 

Re: CP, Political Activities; 

IS-C 

100-r3-78-l 87 

OjJ • ' 


On 6/11/47 Helen Gahagan Douglas greeted a gathering 
of delegates sponsored by the Emergency Committee on Rent and 
Housing, 45 Astor Place, FTC, which met at the Mt. Joy Baptist 
(Negro) Church, Washington, D.C. After her talk she ‘departed 
from the scene(A 

[fesur]. 

wFO memo, 6/17/47 

Re: Emergency Comm.ittee on 

Rent and Housing, FTC; 

Info. Concerning 
100-351137-3 






0 


AL 


On 6/14/4? 


reported to a representative oF 


Military Intelligence tnau sne oenevea an espionage ring 

centered the noj-.inifAes of Prew Savou. _ Hg^liingtgn att orney 

In [ 


story } she linked a Mr. Me Fail and, who wrote speeches 


for "Helen Gahagan Douglas. 


WO memo s 9/10/53 * 

R e : Jane Elise Hastings y 
Clerk -Typist, Dept, of AgYg 
3GE. 

140-M6-7 
(55) f 

SI 65-58007-10 

(26).I 

SI 65-58007-11 
(26)1 


b7D 


iltsabeth tiasuiy ana "uy" Axeiroa saia iv naa oeen 
TtrFroHuced, vhat afternoon. Elisabeth told Axelrod that Helen 
Gahagan Douglas ' office had called, her wildly one day when 
she was tied up with meetings. Elisabeth said she had checked 
with them (Douglas' office) "about the two I was concerned 
with but —— " and Axelrod said he had gotten "those into 
them" too.J^y^ |j) 





(U) 


5-56402-1-1770 

(*H 


b2 
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Elisabeth Casuly and Helen Gahagan Douglas. ETTsd 
]beth d&Ken louglas ' secretary, 'Miss Shavord (ph.) "Whatever 
happened to. that billP" The secretary stated: "Well, it's 

going in this afternoon . " The - secretary also advised she 

wasn't able to talk longer then and Elisabeth asked to talk 
with Douglas when they talked about "that bill" and Douglas 
said she had ^everything . Elisabeth advised she was upset when 
she'd heard a rumor "that it was *going to be put back in the 
Department of Agriculture." Douglas said: "It's not going 
to 



Carl Camber, employed by Arctic Contractors at Umiat, 
Alaska, received a letter postmarked 6/17/47 from June Bredmeyer, 
310 Concord Bldg., Portland.I, Qjz&gpjL ' In the letter, June told * 

■of the visit of Helen Gahagen Douglas to Portland, apparently 
in connection with Young Democrats activity. 

b7D 

/|*■J'y yiof f\ yen J 


SM-C 

100-332478-14 

(62)3 



< r 

The "DW" .for 7/16/47 carried an article headed 
"House Passes GOP 'Loyalty ' Purge Bill." The article stated 
that California Representatives Chet Holifield and Helen 
Gahagan Douglas had attacked the vast power accorded the 
Attorney General in the measure. 

100-3-70-A 

(29)4 
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n UTvT&eivPTJTecl woman (iSoraft TTewmanF) and, JFnnTe 
«Ste in . They i balked about picketing the American Meat Institute, b; 
Press Building against the high prices of meat. Stein said 
that Helen Gahagan Douglas would do something the next'day ir, r>.\ 
the House and it should be good for their campaign on meat.L&yflJ 


TUU=3=&5=721 


f OQ 

^ A/ 




In Gerald L.K. Smith r s news letter "The Letter" of 
7/28/47, he stated that Drew Pearson, columnist, never 
opposes such people as Nelen Gahagan Douglas, nor such 
newspapers as the n DV. If, 

Enel, of "The L edrb er" as above 

with unft. BA-SffYpiH dated at 

LA, 8/3/47 

100-92526-975 

(36) t 


On 8/18/47 Robert Talbot Miller, 3223 Northampton 
St. N.W., Washington, D.G. called Edward Harris, Woodley 2800, 
asking how he could reach Helen Gahagan Douglas. Ed suggested 
consulting a Congressional Directory 11) 



Bureau 
R e : Gregory 


10/2/47 


b2 


65-56402-2894 
(24 )j ' 
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. er ana waiter new at ueien u-anagan uougias• 

oJJ^oe to try to obtain Douglas ’ telephone number in LA-, as he 
wanted it for a friend. Pick said the number was an unlisted 
one which he had no authority to give out. However 3 Pick gave 
Miller the phone number and address of Douglas ’ secretary, 

Evelyn Chavoor 3 whom he 'knew would advise Bob’s friend how to 
contact Douglas if she thought it important.[bf)M\ 

I 

65-58402-1-2045 
(25)] 


On 8/18/47 a \ on K9 

Wo. 2800, (Washington/ U7UTJ to say HWat a frTend of WTs wanted b7D - 
to know how he could reach Helen Gahagan Douglas. .Harris 
suggested he consult the Cong ressionaT nirectoryLyQQf) 


On 8/19/4', 
Gghagan’s office fen 


I contacted Waljber Pick at Helen 


_ On date _ NYC, contacted _ 

1 lstated that she di d not, hav e Gahjaqan ’s telephone number 

»«*•" W(* j czify poo 

On 6/16/47 1 contacted Milton Bossoff, b2 

who was at th at time_Tn "Senator, CTgucft Pepper ’ s office. They b7i 


discussed the 

Gahagan Douglas~lJ}as~^rnTeresWeH^ 


j^c$ed that Helen 


I--1 b2 

On the same date _| Douglas .and . b7D 

apologised for not having D^rT~aFIe~^Fo~JlIrnish the information 
Douglas had desired earlier. Douglas indicated she had obtained 
the inf ormat ion from another so arcelgs> (U) / 







WO rpt., 11/26/47 „ 

Re: Nathan Gregory Silvermaster, 
was / 

Esp. -R 

65-56402-2985 p.22,39 

( 25)1 . 

SI 1st par. above 
65-56402-1-2034 

( 25)1 - 

SI 3rd par. above 
65-56402-1-2050 

(25 M 


On 3/28/51 Patrick Walsh furnished a signed statement 
regarding his association with Communists in the LA area. H e 
stated that he had. attended forum's conducted by one v)hom he 
knew as "Whitey" which forums were held at a place below Main 
Street in' LA in the fall of 1947. He recalled that Helen 
G-ahagan Douglas spoke at one of the meetings. 

Seattle rpt., 7/11/51 

Re: Patrick Michael Walsh, was / 

SM-C 

100-357750-12 
( 56 ) J 






> In the'fall of 1947 Martin Popper had discussions 
with "Beanie n Baldwin and others In which they discussed ways 
of trying to get prominent people interested in the HCUA 
.hearings on "their”’ side qf the picture » Helen Douglas was 
one who was mentioned. M^j(U) (No Inft. given) 


From a trash cover on the home of Popper 3 Washington, 
D.C. there was obtained pieces of correspondence and notes 
containing names 3 one piece"'/apparently an envelope 3 not 
dated) contained the name of DeWolf 3 8358 Wilshire Blvd. 3 
Beverly Hills 3 with^preturn of'Evelyn Chavoor (secretary to 
Helen Douglas (U) 

TIFO rpt. 3 11/28/47 
Re: Martin Popper, wa / 

13-JB ' ' v 

105-1913-65 p.33 3 54 

(1?M 


Helen_Gahagan Douglas was listed as a member of the 
Council on a letterhead of the Council Against Intolerance 
in America, 17 E.' 42nd St. 3 NIC, dated Septmeber, 1947. 


Letterhead as above 
100-15297-14 





A s of 9/4/47 H e Ien Gahagan Douglas was on the'lisd>, 


of sponsors of -the American Committee for Jugoslav Relief 


mi 


•b2 

■b7D 


'JfyO( 


iW rpt.y S/18/49 

Re: American Committee for 

Yugoslav Reliefs Inc.; 

IS-C 

100-2X2169-664 p.5 
(42)J 


\Luke Wilson and "Beanie” Baldwin in NYC. B a ldwin 
TXnYTlTTTson that he wanted "Pepper" to have a hearing with Helen 
Douglasj Glenn Taylor and anyone else he can get and let them 
sit as an informal committee against the Un-American Committee . 




(U) 

1 -3006 


65 -564 Ok 

(5p 

SI 10i0-138754-308 

(38)1 

SI 65-56402-2878 

(4)J 


b2 


On 9/25/47 Helen G ahhnan Douglas gave a speech at 
an Action for Palestine meeting held at Hollywood Bowl 3 
Hollywood which was sponsored by LA Zionist Emergency Council 
and Justice fdr Palestine Committee 0 *- 

Ijnft - BA-^$ftb) 

1 9/25/47 

100-92526-1000 

> ( 56)1 


t{ dotted at LA , 





\ Martin Popper and "Beanie" B a ldwin in NYC.They 
■cci/rea aUout politics 'and mentioned having arranged a meeting 
(apparently a "Wallace" meeting.) Baldwin said "they" should 
try to get Helen Douglas U) 

^ 65-5640^-1-2231 

fsjj 


Martin Popper ant. 


Jnger 3 


~l?V7n7&7 r S7rZT7m Unger said "it's too bad you don't have one 
woman. Popper said that no woman has been subpoenaed, but 
they have a woma,n in mind and that is Helen Douglas, but to 
get her will be a problem unless they can persuade the people 
in Calif ornia to put pressure on her. 

Later in the day, Martin Popper talked to Ben 
Margolis in LA. Popper said "the Washington meeting is set for 
the 20th (of October); that he is calling Bob (Kenney) to get 
him to agree to speakj that he wants to make sure Krum (ph.) 
is coming; that they would like to have a couple of congressmen 
speak and he asked Ben to p&t the 'heatlon Helen Douglas to 
speak and to get some glamorous woman.’{ $40(11) 

^ 65 -5640^1-2281 


- 151 ^ 







In a Qpjrgersation at] I 

LA, betwee n \ j 

| persowneT, on JUJT^/W, Hose, aescrVoea Helen era TTtigc 
Douglas as being a liberal arid might fight an issue in 
Congress against some Republican senator or congressman over 
a particular matter 

^ I g frw 

LA rpt, 3 11/23/48 
Be: Sodac; 

IS-B ■ ' ■ 

65-33716-368 p.10 

(Ifsj ; 


This reference is an undated anonymous communication 
postmarked at San J 0 se, 10/22/47 and contained a list of "names 
of people who could bear watching." 0 n e name on the list vjas 
Helen Gahagan Douglas. The communication was signed "Citizen." 

100-0-22273 

(w) 


The "NT Times" for 11/3/47 carried an -article under the 
heading "Broadcast Attacks Inquiry. " This article stated that 
Helen Gehagan ^Douglas had been one to talk on the radio program 
"Hollywood Fights Back," against the HCUA inquiries. 

100-138754-A 







/Ma/FETn Yopper and, "BenjamTh "MargdTTs ( pTT.} ( Tn TUT ). 
Har'FTn asTceh Ben "bo "send him reports on just what they have done 
and to keep him postedThen Martin said he needed money to 
put on deposit for a dinner given to the Congressmen and that b2 
he thought they should get Helen Douglas to be one to give out 
the invitations to anywhere from 50 to 100 key congressmen. 

Martin stated they would have to have an agreement with Douglas 
that she would be an invitee. If they didn't join the Democrats 
and Republicans in one dinner they would have to have two 
separate dinners and then have Douglas as one to invite the 
Democrats / 

I feO (U) 

-56402-1 -2341 ' 




The "Washington Times Herald" of 11/6/44 in the 
column "Broadway” by Danton Walker commented that Helen 
Gahagan Douglas, running for Congress in C a lifornia was 
having a tough fight because her Republican apponent was 
playing up the fact that Douglas made her residence outside 
of the district in which she was running for office. 


94-4-3657-A 




■a 
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The ”Labor Herald" for 11/7/47 carried an article 
headed n GIO Gets Aid in Loyalty Check Fight . n The article 
stated that Helen Gahagan Douglas had come out with a statement 
against the "Loyalty Check." 


At the Stop Operation Witch-Hunt Rally held at the 
Shrine Auditorium, LA , on 11/9/47, Douglas was identified as 
one who opposed the "wi'tch-hunts.”■ 


I- 

LA rpt.,' 1/15/48 
Re: Cominfil United Public 

Workers of America - CIO; 
IS-C 


100-^44835-26-3 p..5,22 

SI 2nd par. ab 
100-338892-388 









On 11/6/47 Robert Kenny, attorney, talked with 
Martin Popper, of the National Lawyers Guilds Washington, D.C., ^ 
about the HCUA contempt of Congress citation matter. In the b7D 

'o have 

J(U) - 
(U) 


course of the conversation, Popper said "we are anxious 

)n this stuff 


(Helen Gahagan) Douglas begin. 


mnurnn 



On 11/7/47 Popper talked with Ben Margolis 3 LA 3 
about the citation and Popper said that Douglas wauled- not 
vote against the citation or 


b2 

b7D 


On 11/8/47 Abe Unger 3 NYC 3 talked with Popper about 
the citation and Unger suggested that Kenny be called and 
asked to get Douglas to step gut and somethi U) 



b2 

b7D 


On 11/9/47 Popper talked with Ben Margolis of LA 
and Popper thought MapgdjAs shgnl d nut ^o^tglas ."on- the spot ". b7D 
on the citation issue .; 



Later on 11/9/47 Popper again talked with Margolis 
who stated that Douglas had left^LA for Washington, D.C. and 
suggested that Popper see fter. gfeC fU V 



b2 

b7D 


WFO rpt. 3 12/2/47 
Re: Cominfil Motion Picture 

Industry / 

IS-C 

100-1 $8754-357 p. 30, 33, 36, 39, 43, 46 






jCOpi^gN^At 


\Kathryn Popper and Bill Hays. ±n me course of me 
ii Bill said he, would try (Helen) Douglas the next 


conversavToh 

day 3 apparently meaning he would try to get Douglas to mo,ke b2 
a radio broadcast .C^sSQj (u) 


65-56402-1-334? p.16 

(SJJ 


Martin Popper ana Robert Kenny m TUT, in 


JU.U/ f v. V < V J. \S J^rI w I V w J-V w r w —— ^ * » ' » --- — w 

their conversation s Kenny asked if they were holding the 
banquet and Popper said ther were not a&CHelen Gahagan) 
Douglas wouldn r t issue the invitations (j) 

(U) 

02-1-2346 


b2 
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\Bi 11 Hays and Congressman George G. Sadovjski Tn 
1JeWoTT. Hays said -that "they" are. thinking of having a dinner 
for members of Congress at one of the T/'ashington hotels "for 
educational purposes" on 11/17/47. Hays asked Sadowski to 
sponsor the dinner and hand out invitations but Sadowski 
suggested Helen Gahagan Douglas "because this is a West Coast h2 
matter" fapparently some matter pertaining to the movie 
industry) •t&3)l(U) 


| Topper aHvTsed 

Ke~was The attorney for HKe H^TTywood. TfwesTiggtdon and 
vjanted to arrange a meeting with Mrs. I>ou02as.JgaO>(U) 

I-l^ (u) 

65-564V2-1 -2761110 

(§ 2 P 



In late 1947 Martin Popper contacted Ben Margolis, 
counsel for the Hollywood HCUA defendents, when they talked 
about giving a dinner fpr the Congressmen. Margolis thought 
"they" should get Helen Gahagan Douglas to issue the invitations 

On 11/7/47 Popper and Margolis again conferred regarding 
a radio broadcast in connection with the HCUA trials. Popper 
stated he understood Douglas had taken a stand against going 
on the radio^in that regard and would not vote against the 
citations •M£*L(U) 

On 11/13/47 Popper contacted Herbert Biberman, one 
of the Hollywood HCUA defendants. Popper wanted Biberman tp 
continue pressure on Douglas regarding the HCUA trials. 

_N/ 

'(U) 


(U) 



m rpi., 3/25/48* 

Re: Martin Popper; 
X$—C 

105-1913-95 p. 30, 31, 32 
' 5i * 


b2 



(sj) 
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|"Martin "Popper] Elaine Yfest and Bill 
Hays'. TKey TaTked, aHouv some radio .program, which Bill ’thought 
would be a forum. Martin said he would talk to Helen Douglas 
about ^>JQ9in(U) ‘ b 2 


"]was that of Martin Popper to 
the office of Uongrasawoman H^len Gahagan Douglas. Douglas vjas 
in a committee meeting‘but the office would ask Douglas to 
contact Martin as soon-as she had an opportunity^^^U\j^ V 

$5.-5$ Jol^.Z -3761X14 


1 \ Herber¥~Biberman in L.'A. and MaHbin~PoppeT r . 

v They talked about some speeches which Biberman had written and 
sent to Popper regarding the Hollywood investigation. Popper 
told Biberman to continue the pressure on.(Helen Gahagan) 
Douglas and/Qhet Holi,field to have them vote against "ihe 
citations. ££0(U) ‘ b2 


(U) 


65-56402-1-B96ZS5' 
(25) J -wxir 


_ HaUweeh MarTUh Topper and THe office of 

Helen TfaKagan Houglas when Popper arranged a meeting fo\ j. 
next day at noon to talk about the Hollywood Committee, 



65-56402-1-2363 


b2 
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CONFI 


l 


I "MarTUn Topper anct Hen UaygoTTs Th TIT. 
Ha/rtTn "said that he was going -bo see Helen Douglas the next 
day about the "Argument of the citations individually in 
CongressMartin also said that Herb Bibernan would 
Washington on M 0 nday and that Herb knew Douglas very 


be in 
well. 



(U) 


65-56401s-1 -2359 
(5) J ' 


h2 


On 11/19/47 the PCA, 1515 Crossroads-' of the Yforld 
Bldg. 3 Hollywood 3 received a telegram for Luke 'Wilson as 
follows: "Hollywood contempt citation vote 11/24/47 (Helen 

Gahagan) Douglas 0‘.K. Extra efforts needed for -other possible J 
voteSj especially (Cecil) King and (Gordon) McDonough. (Chet), 
Holifield needs encouragement to participate in fall fight."]Jfc/C{ 

The above information related to HCUA hearings in LA 
in November, 1947, 


LA 135534 , 11/20/47 
Re: Compic 

100-138754-342 

(38/1 


b2 

hlD 







PQB&WE^fiAL 


\Bill Hays and Luke (Wilson?) 3 vohen Bill 
said, TKere been a meeting in Helen Douglas 1 office, the 
day before, ^jfiE^(U) 

Bill Hays arid Martin 

Popper wnen Vb was starFed FKarB Joftn TT^r^TI had seemed to be bz 
the "bell cow" of the Douglas meeting 

Later in the day Martin Popper talked to Ben Margolis 
in LA and again the Douglas meeting was mentioned and brought 
out that Douglas had said she would make a speech. Margolis 
remarked that Douglas "would probably turn tail and runJfe&Q (U) 


Bill Hays talked with Gale McDonald and told G a le 
to "get that stuff to Douglas tomorrow. " He then gave Gale 


a list of Qongressmen to see, 
Douglas.. (U) ‘ 


one being (Helen Gahagan) 



(U) 


65-564OB'-!-2349 p.l 3 6 3 10 


b2 

eTTd (IZodman) gndT~^eTmd "E^vn aFouE a 
fashion show. They discussed possible -^speakers and Bella said 
that Helen Gahagan Douglas was out.Q&<s)(\J) > 

I 

65-56402-1-2360 

- . (s 5 
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coNFipai™ 


On 11/20/47 Hugh Hardyman, Program Chairman of the 
Oresoenta - Canada Democratic Club, wrote a letter to the 
US Attorney in LA regarding political conditions in Glendale, 
C a lifornia. He also sent a copy of the letter to Helen Gahagan 
Douglas in Washington, D.C. 

Copy of .above letter enclosed 
with LA letter, 11/22/47 
He: Disturbance of Democratic , 
Club Meeting at La Crescenta, 
Calif., 11/14/47; 

Civil Rights and Domestic 
Violence 

44-1797-2 . • 

(m 


On 11/24/47 Konni Zilliacus, member of Parliament 3 
(country not stated) 3 who was touring US at invitation of 
National Oouncil of American - Soviet Friendship/ would, be in 
Washington, D. C. Helen. Gahagan Douglas was among the Representa¬ 
tives .who wanted to see Zilliacus .UStnYllY 



(U) 

11/22/47 
Council of 


b2 - 
b7D 


NT 

Re : Nat r l . 

American - Soviet Friendship, 
IS-C 

100-146964-1323 

(394 


Inc. 


The "PM" for 11/25/47 carried an article headed 
”House Cites 10 Film Men foG, Contempt . ” The article stated, 
that a handful of brave Democrats, Mrs. Helen Gahagan Douglas, 
one of them, attached the contempt citation. 


100-138754-A 





c 


L 



The "LA Herald and Express" for 11/27/47 carried 
an article headed "Film Probe" and subheaded "GOP Flays 
} No 9 Votes of Douglas, Holifield." The article stated that 
the citizens of the 14th District of California, bitterly 
protested the votes of Congresswoman Helen Gahagan Douglass 
and Chet Holifield against the citation for contempt of 
Congress on Un-American Activities witnesses and- were setting 
plans for campaigning against their return to Congress. 

100-138754- A 


On 12/1/47 Palmer Weber contacted Sarah D'Avila 
at the office of the Southern Conference for Human Welfare, 
Washington, D.C. They discussed a dinner to be held, 
suggesting 2/12/48 as the date. The dinner was for the 
purpose of raising about $2,000 for the Anti-Poll Tax Committee 
(of the Southern Conference for Human W e lfare) and they, r 
intended to put Helen Gahagan Douglass on the platform. 


1 


Hfcrb) 


WFO memo, 12/2/47 
Re: . Gregory; 

Esp. -B 

65-56402-2981 

(24% 


P2 . 
:b7D 


The "Washington Post n of 12/1/47 carried an article 
headed "Lamarre, Wffe to Appear Before Meyers Jury Today. " 

The article started that Representative Helen Douglas had 
introduced a bill to guarantee accused persons the right of 
defense. She told reporters she would seek early hearings by 
the House Rules Committee. 

46 -10694 -A 

(2fl 
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at 


■On 13/2/4?[ 
EMhlMliSULt B. o. 


called 

They talked about t 


E 


1 (Ml 


1 and discus sed possible Congressmen to Tn¥rocaice 

Helen (G-ahagan) Douglas was mentioned. 



Above information cannot be disseminated outside the 
Bureau without approval of Mr. Boardman^-f/])// 


NY rpt., 1/28/48 
Be: Alfred Kaufman Stern, etalj 
Esp.-B 

100-57453-201 p.12 
(36)] 


The "Y/ashington P 0 st" of 12/4/47 carried an article 
headed "Investigative Procedure." The article stated that Bep. 
Helen Gahagan Douglas had introduced a hill the previous vieek 
to provide 'some regularization of investigative procedure by 
the various congressional investigating committees, to prevent 
excesses in the exercise of their authority. 



61-7582-A 

( 20 )] 


A G-2 report of 12/22/47 reflected that according to 
a pamphlet submitted by Nation Associates, 20 Yesey St., NYC 
to the UN and all Congressmen, Helen Gahagan Douglas was 
listedl, as an officer of Nation Associates. 

San Antonio rpt., 1/24/49 

Be: Jonathan Belding Gill, waj 

Appointee Vets. Adm., Framingham, 
.. Mass; ’ 

■ LGE 

121-14019-33 

(W,0) 



l 






L 




4 


James Boy Newman, close business and social associate 
of Dr, Edward Condon, and Byron S. Miller,, wrote a' book entitled 
"The Control of Atomic Energy" published in 1948 by McGraw- 
Hill. It was dedicated to Senator Brien McMahon and Congress- 
woman Helen Gahagan Douglas. 


No Inft. given 

WFO rpt., 5/8/48 

Be: Dr.. Edward Uhler Condon, 

Director, Nat ’1. Bureau 

of Standards; 

LGE 

121-2,673-3 p. 14-a 
(53 )J 

SI 62-58854-212 

( S ^l 


In 1948 the CIO Industrial Union Council, CP and 
AFL Conservatives supported Helen Gahagan Douglas in her 
election campaign.^pt)^/^ 


LA rpt., 10/28/48 

Be: Cominfil CIO Industrial 

Union Council, LA: 

IS-C 

100-33049-26-47 p.5 

(9j, 3j) 


b2 

b7D 






On 1/9/48 or 1/10/48 Albert Malta, Hollywood film 
writer, called Deoatur 9140 in Washington, D.O. which phone 
was listed to Mrs. Helen Gahagan Douglas, 1341 33rd St,, N.W., 
Washington, D.O, 


Ho Inft. given 
WFO Memo, 3/28/48 


Rer 


IS-C 
100 -A 
(38)1 


Oompic; 
38754-409 



pwl 
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I 


. Dick Sasuly and one Bill. They mentioned that 
T~KeTen?n~ljouglas was still out of town (so they could not. see 


her. 


(U) 


(U) 


b2 


65-56402-1-2604 

(5)J 


The "NT Sun" for 1/22^3 carried an article headed 
"Secret Plans Laid for Drive to Attack Thomas , Committee." 

The article stated that Helen Gahagan Douglas was one of the 
members of Congress involved. 

100-353406-A 

fsojj 


Mr. and Mrs. John W. Ward s 333 S. Orchard St. } 
Burbank 3 advised that Reuben W. Borough was the principal 
speaker at a meeting of the' Burbank Chapter of the PCA held 
1/22/48 at 636 S. Reese Place 3 Burbank. Borough announced 
that Mrs. Helen Gahagan Douglas would be 1 one of the PCA 
candidates. 


LA letter , 2/2/48 
Re: Southern California 

Continuations Committee of the 
Calif. Legislative Conference; 
Info. Concerning 


62-85644-3 
( 22)1 . 








[Bei 


'Bet ween 1/19/48 and 7 /S8/48 one 


\with Representative 


was to 

_ _ who in Turn was To litfe 

urjQHelen Gahagan Douglas and other members of the House of 
Representatives who had voted against the last HGUA contempt 
citation for an appearance at a public luncheon meeting to 
be held 1/26/48. £he. luncheon vjas to be sponsored by the 
Committee of 1000.CpQ(\J) 


b2 

b7D 


- j&M 

Boston memo,, 1/14/48 
Re: Committee of 1000j 

IS-C 


100.-353406-3 

(50$ 


As of early 1948, Helen Gahagan Douglas was the Rep¬ 
resentative from the 14th District of California. She had 
CP support in her two previous elections and while the CP did 
not o,gree with everything she did, nevertheless they believed 
her to be a satisfactory "progressive" and would support her 
for re-election rather than nominate a candidate to run on 
the third party ticket. 

/X r (U) 


LA memo, 
Re: CP, 

IS-C 


3/5/48 

Political Activities; 


b2 

b7D 


100-3-72-318 

(29)J 



!AL 
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On 2/2/48 Helen Gahagen Douglas introduced House 
Bill 5255 on behalf of Michael 'Thomas in order that Congress 
might authorise his naturalisation, . Again in March, 1949 
Douglas introduced House Bill 13352/ attempting to have • 
Congress authorise naturalisation foi^'Thomas. 

Dept, of State 

LA rpt,, 7/10/51 

Re: Gustave Gilbert, mas; 

IS-R • 

105-12686-83 p,14 


On 2/3/48 Clark Foreman contacted Luke Wilson, 
legislative representative of PCA in Washington, D.C. 
Foreman told Wilson that Helen .(Gahagan Douglas) couldn’t 
be trusted after marking the speech she did on the previous\ 
night, stating Truman would be the newt President 

O n 2/23/48 Wilson told Congressman John Blatnik 
that Douglas had turned down an invitation to appear at a 
PCA meeting/&& (|j) 



(U) 

3/25/48 


nvFo rpt:. 

Re: PCA 3 IS-C 
100-338892-390 p.5,6 

(47)] 

SI 1st par.■ above 
100-354348-12 ' 

(50)] 


*b2 

b7D 


(U) 
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V 


In the spring of 1948 




advised that there was 


considerable dissatisfaction among OP leaders in LA with the b2 
way E e len Gahagan Douglas had responded to suggestions from the b 7 D 
IPP that she file as a candidate on the IPP ticket. The LA 
County CP organisation was undecided regarding endorsing a v/* 
candidate to run on the IPP ticket in *opposition to Douglas .Q£r(U) 


2£f(u) 


LA rpt., 4/15/48 

Be: CP, USA, 13th Dist.j 

IS-C 

100-3.-35-1451 

(se)J . - 


On 3/10/48 Bed Sparks, CP LA County Chairman, 
met with Dr. Edward Borsky, JAFBC National Chairman, in 
Barsky's room at the Town House, LA. During the conversation 
between the two men. Sparks asked if ’’ADA was backing the 

JAFBC program - Helen Douglas and Healy (possibly Ned Healy, 

former Congressman from LA) have the progressives and Beds in _ 
their pocket and we don’t dare hot support them." (Not further b7D 
explmhved.^/il^y 


b2 



Be : JAFBCj 

is-c: 

100-,7061 -1583 

( 8)1 

SI 100-10017-125 
(32 /J , 

SI 

OF 
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On 3/15/48 Ned Sparks, Harry Daniels, LA County 
Legislative Director, and Dorothy Healy, LA County Organisa¬ 
tional Secretary, proposed sending a telegram to Helen Cahagan 
Douglas, Representative to Congress, informing her that if she 
wished the support of the IPP she should arrange to discuss the 
possibility of unity of agreement with the Comrades in LA. If 
she failed to do that the IPP would select a candidate to run 
against herjpfwy(^( |j) 


No Inft. given 
LA rpt., 3/29/48 
Rei Ned Sparks, wasj 
IS-C 

100-10017-121 

(3Sp |- 

(33)J ^- 




, b2 

(U) b7D 


\an unidentified woman ana Nmiiy uonaon, iney 
talked "about political matters regarding Henry Wallace and 
the unidentified woman remarked that she could not see how 
Wallace could n take pelple like Chet Holifield and Helen 
Douglas and run somebody against them .j 

I- 

65-56402-1-2825 

WJ 
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___£GwPfesaxiA4 


Martin Popper and Bob Kenny in LA. In the conver- 
scffiTon FUpper stated he thought the "California for Wallace" 
group could be united with PCA, Progressive Party, Labor Groups, 
and Kenny's Group, but Kenny stated they were not ready to be 
united; "and they don't need to be at this time and I don't 
want to get caught dead with some of this stuff, because there 
is real blood shed going, on, you know^ with this Helen Douglas 
thing and Ned Healy (ph) -*O§0(U) 

' '>(U) 


65-58402-1-2822 

(5)4 


]Mel Fiske {ph.) ana Hob Hall. Hob said We WWW 
that HeTevPs (Douglas) amendment had been defeated, (not further 
explained. )£&r( u) 


bZ 


(U) 

Re: Cogog 

100-3-65-947 

(7)V 


On 3/18/48 Phyllis Kline, part-time worker in the 
office of the Committee of One Thousand, contacted Helen 
Gahagan Douglas, requesting that ten copies of the bill that 
Douglas introduced regarding the HCUA be sent to the. Committee 
of 1000, 37 Madison Ave., NTC.yl^tftfJ 

r— wyfc? 

WO rpt., 6/15/48 


Re: Committee. 

IS-C 


100-353406-19 

( 50)3 


of 1000; 


b2 

b7D 







In the "Matter of Fact" column by J 0 seph and Stewart 
Alsop in the "Washington Post" of 3/22/48 under the heading 
"The Wallace Pattern" it was brought out that Rep. Helen 
Gahagan Douglas and Rep . Chet Holifield of California were two 
of the dwindling band of Roosevelt New Dealers and left-wing 
liberals in the House. They both had received telegrams 
on 3/15/48 from the Wallace movement in California ordering - them 
to appear before the leaders of the Wallace party in California 
by the 19th and have answers ready on questions on foreign policy 
and other matters. 


62-71788-A 


On 3/26/48 Harlow Shapley, national chairman of the 
ArtSj Sciences and Professions Council s talked with George 
Pepper, organiser of the "Professionals^fojr Wallace" in NYC . 
Shapley requested an opportunity to discuss with Pepper the 
news report that the PCA in California had demanded that Helen 
Gahagan Douglas eithen^support Henry Wallace or sacrifice the 
backing of the PCA.{ ~ 




Boston memo, 3/29/48 
Re: PCA; 

IS^C 

100-338892-391 

(47)i 


b2 

b7D 


\ 
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CONFi 






\uob Ball ana unariey Kramer. bod ^ 
asTect TJ TJKarTey Tmew whether Helen Douglas and Chet Holifield 
made a decision "on this invitation to cross-file. " Chaj-leji^ 
said "yeah, it vjas in Drew Pearson T s column on Friday 

I- 

65-56408-1-286? , 


The "DW” for 3/31/48 carried, an article headed 
"Calif. 3d Party Backs 21 for Congress:" The article stated 
that the IPP was supporting candidates for Congress in at 
least 21 Districts in C a lifornia. The IPP offered support^to 
incumbent H e len Gahagan Douglas’but was declined under pressure 
from Truman forces. 

100-3-72-A ' 

( 29 )] 


A trash 
Buchanan St. 


cover 
N. W. y 


on the residence 
V/ashington, D.C. 


of Dr. Irving 7/inik, 
revealed one , copy. of 


1111 ___ j _ 

"The Physicians ’ Forum Bulletin" for March-April, 1948. In 
that issue of the Bulletin there appeared an article 
to launching of a drive for the Vivian Ines Douglas 
Scholarship Fund Committee of which Helen Gahagan 
listed as one of the sponsors.C^Sp't\ 


relative 
Memorial 
Douglas was 


17F0 memo, 4/1/52 
Re: Physicians ' 
£ 3—0 

100-358069-28 


Forum, Ino.; 


(51)] 



b2 
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During about April, . 1948, Helen Gahagan Douglas 3 , 
although previously supported by the OP in LA, declined to 
cross file on the IPP ballot . However, on several occasions, 
the "Peoples World" pointed out "For those registered 
Democratic and Republican in the 14th District, the LA CIO 
Council, Progressive Citizens of America a,nd other progressives 
have made these endorsements, " and listed Douglas 

^(U) 


b2 

b7D 


LA rpt., 7/16/48 
Re: CP, 

IS-C 

100-3-25-1460 p.22 


USA, Mst. 13; 


( S8 )\ 


b2 


Helen Cahagan Douglass and Jack Thornton. Thornton 
Wxterstooci Douglas was in trouble and she said it was in trouble 
about the way everybody else was in trouble in the "third, party 
thing" and it vjas a little more complicated than it appeared on 
the surface. Douglas thought Thornton, who was the PAC director’s 
assistant on minor things, could help her and suggested a . 
conference with him the next day in her office which he • 
accepted.tot 


L 


65-56402-142987 

(25) J • 


-174 





CON 



JIAL 


]an undientified woman and Emiite Condon. 'Emme 


stated tftat Edward ’s 


(Condon) 

nn T) 


trial had been postponed. 


She 

explained that Helen **ahagan Douglas wa,s going to put in the 
Congressional Record, a resume of the editorial comments and the 
commentators "comments from all over the country and it was 
all favorable to Edward and criticism of the Committee. -{ et ~'Lj L 

6c— 


b2 



65^56402-1 -2905 

(25)4 ' 


_ uwarTTe T7T> ?Jartm TTTppTr ana 7n~TTHTT~inTrrnr.—urnmrrs 
Said, TiKarE Tie had seen Helen Douglas and she thinks "the idea" 
makes sense. Charlie stated that Douglas thought Bart (Crum) 
should try to reach Clark but later, Douglas said she would 
contact Clark and call Charlie •QSQx''" 


b2 



*85-58402-1 -2910 
(S )J ■ , 


1 | HeTen UougTas and YTTJord- DuHTeyl 

Helen* said she was going to talk, to California and that she 
hadn’t talked to California before because there were 
complications out there — "this business of Jimmy Roosevelt r s 
wife was more serious than...." Helen asked if Tilford had 
found the other person and he said he just got it. Tilford_ 
ascertained that Helen was on the private wire and then told 
her the other person was Col. Jack (real .name Jacob) Arvey 

(p h -i-(M ) / 

W r-' 

65-56402-1-2922 

(s)* 


b2 










Tfeorge ~E~. (ph.j Roberts of la by long aistance, 
’To~JacTr~Krol 1 . They discussed "the packinghouse situation" 
and Roberts wondered if Kroll would, get in touch with Helen Gaha$an 
Douglasj Chet Holifield. and Cecil King and ask them to prevail 
upon the President that providing "conciliations and negotiations 
bog down a,nd breaks off, by all means encourage and recommend 
arbitration." Kroll said that Ted ^Dudley vjas going to see 
Douglas that afternoon.(£f)lu') 


:b2 


65-56402-1-2942 


JIT q- 



AL 


CO 









\Congresswoman (Helen Gahagan) Douglas ana Tiifora 
xlTey~. !"Douglas -told of talking to Gael Sullivan the night before 


and that Gael was leaving • > She also mentioned she was working 

with Helen Fuller "on this thing 3 " and that Fuller wanted 


Douglas to get Jimmy Roosevelt to contact Gael and ask Gael to 
be the organiser "for us," Douglas didn’t think Gael the 
person for the J°b .ZQ^Ju) 

y r— V&) 


~& 5 ^( 

(35), 


VO2-1 -2941 



v ora Duaiey ana tieien Douglas, nuaiey wanve< 
see "Douglas before she leaves but wanted to make it as late 
as possible because he was getting more and more material for her. 
Douglas said she had been getting quite a bit of mail concerning 
the packinghouse worker’s strike and asked Dudley what negotiations 
were going on at that time. Dudley suggested that Douglas get 
a letter to the President but Douglas said she was going to call over 

"there" (JThitehouse). Douglas said she had settled two strikes- - 

Shipyard Workers and Retail Clerks. Douglas stated she •would 
contact (Matthew J.) Connelly and, tell him about "the matter. ’’GcO 

i— m) ^ 

85-56402-l'-2943 ' * bz 

(5)J 


CONFIDJ 








Investigation in LA determined that as of May, 1948, 
INS were investigating Solomon Lagstein and Gerhard Feybusch 
inasmuch as Helen Gahagan- Douglas had introduced, a bill into 
the House of Representatives granting the two individuals 
citizenship in the US, 


LA Memo, 5/17/48 
Re:' Solomon Lagstdn; 
Gerhard Hans Feybusch; 
IS-R 

LOO-223165-3 

(42) J 

SI 100-223165-4 

(43) 3 


On page 28 of n Pla,ih Talk” for May, 1948, it was 
stated that "Congres'swoman ^elen Gahagan Douglas inserted 
into the T Record r (Congressional) a speech by Bartley Crum, 
one of the leaders of the California Wallace movement and a 
prominent Red fronter. Four days later, Mrs, Douglas vias 
informed that the Third Party . would put a candidate in the 
field against her." 

-Enel, of "Plain Talk" with 
- NT Memo, 5/8/48 
Re: Plain Talk; 

Info. Concerning 
94-36511-82 p.82 

'WJ 
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The 5/12/48 issue of the "Daily Peoples World" 
carried an article on the Mundt-Nixon Bill » The article 
stated that the Progressive Citizens of America had. sent a 
wire to Helen Gohagan Douglas, urging that she speak against 
the Bill in Congress. 

LA rpt.j 9/20/48 

Re: David Alan Aaron, wa; 

SM-C 

.100-357881 -1 

(58)j 




The "DW" for 5/13/48 ca,rried an article headed 
"CIO Steel, Clothing Unions Oppose Passo.ge of Mundt Police 
State Bill." The article stated that the conventions of 
the CIO United Steel Workers held. 5/12/48 at Boston and CIO 
Amalgamated Clothing Workers held 5/12/48 at Atlantic City, 
N.J. both opposed the passage of the Mundt - Nixon Bill. 

At the Clothing Workers convention the CP bpgeyman voas 
brought out twice before the delegates, once by Helen 
Cahagan Douglas in her speech in v)hich she critised the 
Mundt bill. 


100-3-70-A 
(29 /1 




Ho/rcl and Hob ~HTTHersTeTrT. Ttiey 
HTscusWed TKe MunHt Hill and **art said that "Nathan" was 
writing a statement for Helen Gahagan ' Douglasjfaj^^ j) 

l(U) ^ 

-1-3040 


b2 
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TIAL 


A copy of the "BUC News" which had been distributed 
at the United Public Workers convention 5/17-20/48 at Atlantic 
Oity s New Jersey, was turned over to the Bureau. According.to 
an article appearing in’the pamphlet, Sidney Moore of California', 
according to the "1)7/, " would run for Congress as a Third Party 
candidate against Helen Cahagan Douglas. 


T-l : I _ I 

I IfETaTvETc UTTy , 7 
Newark rpt., 8/20/48 
Be: Cominfil United Public 

Workers, CIO; 

SM-C ' ' 

100-344835-310 


The "Peoples World" of 5/20/48 carried an article 
headed "House Votes f Ja r 319 to 58i" The article stated that 
the House voted 319 to 58 to approve the Mundt - Nixon bill 
to outlaw the CP. Helen Cahagan Douglas was mentioned, as one 
who voted against the bill. ’ 

100-3-70-A 

(29)4 


On 5/26/48 at a. meeting of the CP Alvarado Club in 
LA (place not stated), during a discussion of Helen Gahagan 
Douglas and Sidney Moore, rival candidates for House of Representa¬ 
tives, Jessie Josephson stated that Moore was the only strong 
candidate against Douglas as he (Mqx> re) would be supported by 
the CP, Mexican and Negro people OVjWlJ) 

-JK^( U ) 

LA rpt/, 4/7/49 


b2 

b7D 


Re:. Jessie Ellen Josephson, 

was; IS-C 

100-13965-36 


(33)J 
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In June, 1948 -Henman Weiss wqs^said .to be a close 
acquaintance of Evelyn Chavoor, secretary to Helen Gahagan 
Douglas. The LA Office was advised to interview Chavoor 
regarding Weiss. 

No Inft. given 

WFO teletype, 6/16/48 

Re: Herman L. Weiss, wa; 

Dept, of Commerce, Washington, 

D.C.J 

LGE 

181-4379-14 
(54)1 


In testimony before the HCUA in Washington, D.C. on 
1/22/58, Paul Marion related hid captivity in CP organisations, 
one being the IPP which organisation he started-supported Helen 
Gahagan Douglas because she was the' most progressive candidate 
(Marion was in the CP from early 1946 through about the middle 
of 1948.) . ' 

Enel, of HCUA testimony with 
WFO memo, 1/29/52 
Re: Paul Marion; SM-C 
. 100-387253-2 end. p.62 

(if 


The National American Legion ”Summary of Trends and 
Developments" for June, 1948 stated that Helen Gahagan Douglas 
long the darling of the Stalinists and ardent defender of many 
pro-Communist enterprises had been earmarked for the political 
axe. , 


Serial ascabove 
94-1-17998-850 p.13 

SI 1 (J0-3-2630 p. 13 






\ttene u-uttiman and Harry Zinder when 
i Tinmanm TmvT&en THuTH fdscar) Gass had received a call from,. 
Helen Gahagan Douglas. Douglas had been asked to be. a sponsor' 
of a Friendship Train for Israel and she wanted to know if the 
project was O.K. Zinder said he would contact the NY office 
for information and let her knowl 


b2 


Enel, as above with 
Bureau Memo 7/22/48 
Re: Jewish Agency for 
Palestine, Inc.; 

Reg. Act. 

97-2171-23, p.93 

(W)\ . 


The "LA Times" of 6/18/48, 'Hollywood Oitisens News ,f 
of 6/17/48 and "LA Daily News" of 6/16/48 all carried articles 
on the recount of ballots in the primary elections which showed 
that W. Wallace Braden appeared to have won the Republican 
nomination in the 14th District over Helen Gahagan Douglas. 

Enel, of clippings with 

LA letter6/18/48 

Re: Helen Gahagan Douglas; 

Info. Concerning 
56-761-1 


Records at the Labor Department, Washington,' D.C. 
revealed that Lucy Kramer was employed February to July, .1948 
by Helen Gahagan Douglas. 

„ ,' WO teletype, 4/13/50 

Re: Lucy M. Kramer, wa.j 
Labor, Washington, D.C.j 
LGE 

121-21905-4 

■ 







CONFJPSSJIAL 


The "LA Herald and Express" of 7/6/48 carried an 
article headed "Probe 14th Dist. Vote Miscount" which had 
reference to alleged irregularities in the counting of ballots 
in the 14th District last 6/1/48 which gave Helen Gahagan 
Douglas a lead over Wallace B r aden. The LA County Grand Jury 
was beginning an inquiry into the situation. , 

' Enel, of clipping of article as 

above with 
LA M e mo } 7/8/48 ' 

Re: Helen Gahagan Douglas, 

Congresswoman 

56-761-3 

( 18 M 


In the investigation of the Alice McElderry LGE case 
in 1948, Robert Schmorleits 3 attorney and formerly in the Navy 
Department at the Canal Zone where McElderry was employed^ 
stated that he had atimpted to interest Helen Gahagan Douglas 
in McElderry r s case. 

It was believed that possibly some of the information 
which had appeared in the column of Joseph and Stewart Alsop 
in the "Washington Post" of 8/18/48 captioned "The Case of Mrs. 
Smith, " (Mrs. Smith in reality being McElderry) may have come 
to their attention through Congresswoman Helen G a hagan Douglas 
or Schmorleits. 



Bur. Memo s 8/26/48 

Re: Alice McElderry 3 was.; 

(la- o place - of e i hployuien t gtvmr) / 
LGE 


121-3394-17 
(54)4 

SI 2nd par. above 

105-13989-1 

(53)J 



- 183 - 





conHs^ntTal 


In September, 1948 Sidney Moore, 
Congress in the 14th District, California, 


IPP candidate for 
withdrew from th'e 


race, leaving Helen Gahagan Douglas, Democratic incumbent, as 


the candidate the IPP wouldr support. 
repudiated IPP support^JSfS U 


However, Douglas had 



CP, 


10/13/41 
USA, Dist. 


\cl-i; 

LA rpt., 

Re : 

IS-,C 

100^3-25-1482 p.23,24 
SI 100-3-25-1496 p.33 


b2 

hlD 


18; 




One Carey McWilliams wrote an Amicus Curiae brief which 
was to be furnished the Supreme Court on the forthcoming appeal 
made by John Howard Lawson in connection with his conviction 
for contempt of court while testifyi ng before the HCUA in 
Washington, D.C. in October, 1947. (In regard to the Amicus 
Curiae, 6n 9/8/49, Herbert Biberman wKo was interested in 
getting "big Hollywood names" as signers of the document, 
said "they" had not ^been able to' contact Douglas (possibly H e len 
Gahagan Douglas^ 



JjjA jo-it ana 

LA letter, 

Re : 

IS-C 
100-138754-536 


9/9/49 
Compic} 


v, 


(U) 


b2 

b7D 


ffj 
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# 



On 9/21/48 Helen Gahagan Douglas was one of the 
speakers cut. a meeting of the LA County CP held at Hungarian 
Half , 

w, 


b2 

b7D 


LA rpt., 10/7/49 

Re: Leonard Goldberg, was> 

SM-C 

100-336949-7, p..8 

< 4 ) 


Robert G. Scigliano of 11636 Chenault St., LA , 
testified before the CSCUAA in 1951, in-^regard to the unit 
of Students for Wallace on the campus of U.C.L.A. during the 
time he had been a student there since the spring of 1948. 
Scigliano testified to the effect that shortly before the 
death of Everitt Hudson, student at U-.C.L.A., which occurred 
9/28/48, Scigliano had conversed with Hudson and as he 
remembered the' conversation, it was something to the effect 
of the IPP supporting Helen (Gahagan) Douglas for Congress. 

CSCUAA (1951) Sixth Rpt. 

Enel, of rpt. with 
SF memo, 9/26/51 
Re: Un-American Activities 
in California 
100-15252-56 p.120,326 

- ( f } 

On 10/4/48 a joint meeting of the 62nd Assembly 
District Section, 44th Assembly District Section and Midtown 
Assembly District Section of the LA CP was held at 1051 E. 

41st St., LA. At the meeting Rose Chernin gave a talk stating 
that "We have to support Helen Douglas in order not . to split - 
the Progressive vote . .although she is not our choice...™ 


(U) 



£(U) 


LA Prosecutive Summary 

Rpt., 6/28/51 

Re: Rose Chernin, was.p 

IS-C 

100-308353-27 p.32 

(if 


b2 

b7D 


pwl 
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NTIAL 


The "LA Daily News” of 10/8/48 carried an article 
headed "14th District Primary was on the Level, Says Grand 
Jury,"- The article brought out that the LA Grand Jury 
investigated alleged irregularities in the primary election in 
the 14th District after H e len Gahagan Douglas had won both the 
Democratic and Republican nominations but lost the Republican 
nomination when a recount showed she had been given 156 of 
Wallace Braden's votes by a clerical error. The Jury found no 
evidence of fraud. 

Enel, of above article with 

LA Memo, 11/2/48 

Re: Helen Gahagan Douglas; 

Congresswoman 

56 r 761-6 

• ($) 


The LA "Daily People's World" of 10/20/48,, pag.e 3, 
column 8,*'revealed that Wallace Addison, book store owner, v>ho 
handled the publicity for Sidney M 0 ore, IPP candidate/ was then 
campaigning for Helen Gahaga,n Douglas for Congress.- 

LA Summary rpt.,- 2/L5/54 

Re: Wallace Edwin Addison, vdaSj 

SM-C - 

100-17331-59 

' ' . (33 )J 






CON 




On,10/21/48 at a regular membership meeting of the 
Aaron Johnson CP Club held at 680 E. 47th St. 3 LA. 3 Ann Pera 
stated she could not understand why they should vote for Helen • 
Gahagan Douglas when she did not stand for CP principles (U) 

]M(U) b2 

'la rpt. 3 8/1/49 b7D 

Re: Anna Pera 3 wa; 

■ ' SM-C 

1 OH-363611-1 


In the 1948 elections 3 Helen Gahagan Douglas declined 
to cross-file on the IPP ballot. 

(No I n ft.) 

!> 

In September^ 1948 the IPP candidate withdrew irffavor 
of Douglas who was then endorsed by the IPP . ' 

- (No Inft.) 

The official canvass of.the Consolidated primary 
elections on 6/1/48 obtained from the BA County Registrar of 
Voters showed that Douglas had received . 23 votes. 

The "Daily Peoples World n of 10/30/48, page one, 
reflected that Sidney Uoore 3 IPP candiate in the 14th District 
had withdrawn in favor of Douglas. 

LA rpt. 3 11/25/49 

Re: The Progressive Party, aka 

IPP; 

IS-C 

1 CO-357934-106 p.49 3 49a , 98 3 99 

( 504 
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CONFIDEmf. 


In a neighborhood investigation of Curtis Warren in 
November, 1948, Mrs. Lee Zimmerman, 1015 Deakin, Moscovj , Idaho, 
stated that Warren spoke of being friendly with Jimmy Roosevelt 
and Relen Gahagan Douglas. 

Butte rpt., 11/2^48 
Re: Curtis E. Warren, 

Dept, of Commerce, Washington, 

D. C.; 

LGE 

121-13115-3 

( 64 Jr 


The 11/10/48 issue of ”Va,riety" stated that on 
11/8/48 Radio Station KFMV's initial operation began with 
many guests including Helen Gahagan Douglas. 

LA rpt., 4/21/49 

Re: Cominfil Radio Industry; 

IS-C 

100-340922-114 p.8 

( 63)1 


, The "DW" of 11/18/48 carried an article headed 

"Warn of New Jailings in L.A'. Witchhunt. " This article 
stated that the CRC appealed to organisations to send delegations 
in behalf of’the 11" to visit Rep. Helen Gahagan Douglas and 
other California Representatives and Congressmen, to appeal to 
President Truman to stop the Department of Justice rampage 
against Communisbs and progressive leaders in California. 

61 -10149 -A 

( 20 )] 




At the LA County CP Section Convention held at 1219 
E. Adams Blvd., LA on 6/20/48,. Frank Alexander, CP organiser, b2 
stated that Helen Cahagan Douglas was considered the foremost ■ : b 7D 
progressive but had turned, J/h e jable_s ggy dendorsed the Marshall 
Plan and Truman Doctrine Jglft (U) < - 

by the IPP calling 
was distributed 

b2 

-b7D , 

The "Daily Peoples World” for 11/29/48 stated that 
Douglas was to be interviewed to get her support behind the 
case of ”the LA 13.” 


In November, 1948, a leaflet issued 
for the election of Henry Wallace and Douglas, 
from door to door in LA by the j CPivC /W-' 


Before the November, 1948 elections, Sidney //oqre 
withdrew from the race for Congress La f£ l P or °f Douglasigp 


According to the Registrar of Voters for LA, Douglas 
received the second highest numb ex' of votes as candidate for 
Congress on the IPP ticket in the primary election in June, 1948. 


On 3/18/48 Sidney M 0 ore spoke at a rally sponsored by 
the IPP at the Zion Hill Bapfist Church, LA. He stated that 
Douglas was a good Representative but was not doing all she 
could for the IPP. (LA Sheriff f s Office Anti-Subversive Squad) 

LA rpt., 2/19/51 

A e: Sidney Moore, wa. ; 

- SM-C 

101-2945-10 p. 6, 17, 19 

. ' * 


On 12/20/48 Harlow Shapley talked with Hannah 
Dorner about a dinner to be held 1/9/49 at the Hotel Commodore, 
NYC, under the auspices of the National Council of the Arts, 
Sciences and Professions. Dorner requested Shapley r s advice 
on whether theys should invite Helen Gahagan Douglas and other 
Congressmen.Q&3) (U), 

^ J (U) b7D ’ 


ioston memo, 


' CON 


?/3l/4i 


UAL 


Re: Dr. Edward U. Condon; 

IS-C 

L00 r 356131?.-14 
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CON 


1AL 


In November, 1948 Reva Mucha, Executive Secretary of 
the ARI of Southern California, discussed with Jerome Mac Nair, 
Treasurer of the ARI and Judge Stanley Moffatt, the statement 
which had appeared in the ■,11/5/48 n LA Examiner." The statement 
was to the effect that the ARI wa,s a subversive organisation /jSjr 

All three of the above vjere of the opinion that such 
a statement wa,s sufficient ground,s for a libel suit. Mucha 
agreed to contact Helen Gahagan Douglas and ash Douglas to 
talk to Attorney General Clarh and vouch that the ARI vjas not 
subversive. Mr)) 


On 11/28/48 Mucha talked with Douglas and later advised 
Judge Moffat that Mrs. Douglas r s office would try to help 


LA rpt., 4/15/49 

Re: ARI of Southern Calif.; 

IS—C 

61-6211-697 p. 8 

' 
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US District Judge Leon TanJmich advised that Mrs. 
Yankwich, Helen Gahagan Douglass and Mrs. Ernest Tolin had been 
active in LA political affairs\ in years past. 

(Ho date given) 

US District Judge Harry Westover advised he had heard 
Mrs. Tolin was a close friend of Douglas. 

(No date given) 

The 1947 CSCUAA report on pages 182 and 183 reflected 
that Douglas as a member of Congress had sent a telegram, with . 
others 3 supporting the Emergency Committee on KFI. The committee 
had been organised to protest the dismissal „ on 3/1/45 of certain 
radio commentators' for alleged injection of "pro-Soviet Red - 
slanted" propaganda into their programs. 

The 1947 CSCIAA report on page 186 stated that Douglas 
had been mentioned by one of the speakers at a meeting on 
12/28/45 of'the California Committee on Radio Freedom held at 
the Hollywood Studio Club as one of the individuals vohom the 
committee was "proud of. 1 / Douglas had been elected to the club ' 
by radio. 

, Page 101 of the abpve report reflected that Douglas had 
been invited to speak before a meeting sponsored by the 
C a lifornia Labor School on 8/2/46. 

Pages, 131 and,132 of the 1948 CSCUAA, reported 
information regarding ACYR of which Douglas was a sponsor. 

The 1949 CSCUAA report page 688 identified Douglas 
as one of CSCUAA’s more "notorious critics. " 

The 1951 CSCUAA report , on page 120 revealed that 
in 1948 the IPP supported Douglas for Congress. 

LA rpt.y 2/16/52 

R e : Ernest Allen Tolin; 

* „ Departmental Applicant, US 

Dist. Judge of Southern Calif. 

77.-18856-31X17 p.99,100 

W . ' 
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The "Evening Star" of 1/14/49 carried an article 
entitled "Britain Freeing Nazis, for Fight on Israel 3 U.N, 
Told.in Report." The article stated that Freda Kirchwey 3 
president of the Nation Associates 3 had. on the previous da,y 3 
handed the UN a document saying Britain had released 6 3 0 00 
Nazi war prisoners to fight against Israel . 

The Nation Associates voas a memberitip organization 
which published the "Nation" magazine of which Helen Gahagan 
Douglas was a member of the board . 

62-7/(787-A 


62-77(7 

(21/1 


On 1/21/49 a letter was sent to Helen Gahagan Douglas 
asking her to speak at the Friday night session of the Civil 


Rights ralli 
2/11/12/4.9 J 


heduled to be held in Washington 3 D.G. 



YIFO Memo 3 


Re; Legislative Assembly and 
R a lly to End Discrimination and. 
Segregation; 

IS-C 

10,0-359727-1 . 


10.0-359' 

($> 


|EITdhu Epsveih xo ah unTaervcifTea man ana MpsveTn sara. 
Tie "diTscussed "the matter" with HeLg n Gahagan Douglas the other 
day and she was very interestedj^&p^ 

(Not further explained) 


97-2171 -157 

(fA?) 


-1JB2- 






CON EM 


'Off8/11/49 INS received a warrant for the arrest 
of Alice Orans for falsely claiming citisenship. INS expected 
Orans would solicit the assistance of Helen Gahegan Douglas who 
had assisted Orans in 1945 . 

INS 

LA teletype, 3/14/49 
Re: Alice Orans, was; 

SM-C 

100-338276-56 


100 -, 

( 4 §) 


nave Lips it y ana one zmaer jrom ivx. me y Tdl Kea o,/ b2 
sendTWg out invitations to an affair (apparently for the benefit 
of the Jewish Agency for Palestine ). Lipsky asked about Helen 
Gahagan Douglas and Hinder said to simply call her and she would 
accept if she were freefa I^(U) 

• - 3*<u) 

97-2171-184 p. 2 

(f) 


According to the "California Eagle " (date not given), 
George Wishnak was appointed to the Committee of One Thousand, 
which was formed for the purpose of re-electing Helen Gahagan 
Douglas . 

LA rpt., 3/9/49 
Re: George Wishnak; 

IS-R 

100-18389-21 
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In May, 1949, Carl 3. Weinstein of 2330 N. Vermont Si;., 
Arlington, Virginia, a close social acquaintance of Reuben Eorchow, 
advised that Eorchow had told him that while he was visiting in 
New Eaven, Connecticut, the previous winter, he (Eorchow) had 
run dnto Mr. and Mrs. Melvyn Douglas. Weinstein did not know 
the degree of intimacy of the association with the Douglases. 

WFO rpt., 5/6/49 

Re: Reuben Eorchow, Dept. of Army, 

Washington, D.C.; 

DOE 

121-17019-27 p. 19 

(63 )j 


In a digest of testimony given on 4/18/49 in the US 
vs. William Z. Foster case held in the Southern District of NT, 
US District Court, witness Cook was asked if Eelen Cahagan 9 
Douglas had spoken in Detroit in connection with the General 
Motors strike. The Government Attorney Gordon objected to the 
question and was sustained. 


Enel, of digest of testimony 
wi th 

NT letter, 4/20/49 
Re: CP, USA, Bri ef; 

IS-C 

100-3-74-3594 end. p.7 

(30)] 


- 194 - 



This reference is a letter from Mrs, Verona H, 
Bouchard, 619 E, University Ave,, Ann Arbor, Michigan dated 
8/16/50 in which she advised that during the previous summer 
meetings of a subversive nature had been held at the home of 
a lawyer named Newman on 34th Place N,W», Washington, D,C, 
Helen Gahagan Douglas was one who attended the meetings, 

105-11930-1 

(SS)J 


The "Washington Star" of 6/9/49 carried an article 
headed n California Committee Lists Noted Film Star and Others 
as Beds, n The article stated that the California HCUA had 
listed Rep, Helen Gahagan Douglas as a follower of the CP 
line, 

61-7582-A 

( 20 ) 4 


The Boston Office sent the LA Office a letter dated 
6/18/49 regardingjone Hall, believed to be Martin Hall, who 
was endeavoring tohring pressure on the State Department 
through Dr, Harlow Shapley and Helen Gahagan Douglas io have 
his passport renewed so that he might cnmlify for a European 
speaking tour for Columbia 

L »m _' „ 

b7D 

Re: Martin Hall, wa] 

IS-R 

65-11750-95 

(22)J 
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CQHmqiTiAk 


In July, 1949, John D, Coates, R,R, Retirement Board, 
Chicago, advised that Helen Gahagan Douglas was acquainted with 
Joseph Murray's wife, Esther Murray, and probably also knows 
Joseph Murray, 

Chicago teletype, 7/19/49 

Re: Joseph Churchill Murray, wa; 

Army / LGE 

121-18171-14 

(54)1 


On 7/14/49 Mr, William B, Ros3 of the W,B, Ross and 
Associates, LA, advised that on 5/11/49 he addressed a report 
on the progress of the campaign against the Federal Housing 
Bill to the Legislative. Committee, Home Builders Institute, 

LA, (which was designated as exhibit 21 in this reference), 

In the report he gave a list of the Southern California 
Congressional delegation to whom telegrams had been sent and 
reported that no telegrams* went to Helen Gahagan Douglas . 

Enel, of various exhibits with 

LA rpt,, 7/22/49 

Re: Committee for Home Protecti 

119-27-4 

(S3) J 
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A1 Bernstein and a Sam Beriana. 
Tn IT, wHeh Wey TaTKNd TTUmnr a hearing scheduled on a Mrs, 
Jacobs fir 8/3/49 and Bernstein wanted Jacobs to come to , 
Washington for the hearing. They talked about trying to get 
hearings on "home grounds" and Bernstein said he had talked 
with two Congressmen's^offices about it, Norris Poulson and 
Helen Gahagan DouglasMQ\ 


121-19441-52 

( 54 )j 


On 8/2/49 Elisabeth Sasuly talked with Robert Kenny 
of-LA about the deportation case of Luisa Moreno, stating she 
had received no satisfaction from‘INS and was making attempts 
to contact Helen Gahagan Douglas about the postponement ofihe 
hearing, Douglas had assuredHasuly that she (Douglas) would 
try to. d,o something about it,j&g( U) b 2 

I^U) b7D 

WFO rpt ./ I s / 88 / 49 

Re: Elisabeth Sasuly, was; 

IS~C 

100-335340-71 
(45) J 


A mail cover on the residence of Hyman Rogosin, 
1423i S, Harvard Blvd,, LA, revealed that a piece of mail 
postmarked 8/22/49 was received from Helen , Gahagan Douglas, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D,Q, 

LA rpt,, 11/30/49 

Re: Flora Don Woosch.in, was; 

Esp.-R 

101-6762-50 p.16 
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Congressman Emanuel Oeller with "Elath" in wtiicti cellar 
TioTcl math "that they had a very satisfactory conference this 
morning. Elath wanted to know how many there were and Cellar 
said beside himself there was Franklin Roosevelt, Abe Multer, 
and Jack Javits, besides ^peaking for Helen (Gahagan) Douglas 
and Senator Gillette-^^ThOJi) (Not further explained) 

i 

, 97-21?f-254 

cr,&) 


The ’Peoples World" for 9/20/49 carried an article 
headed "Communist Leader Weighs 1950 California Election 
Prospects, " by William Schneiderman, chairman of the California 
CP. The article stated that Helen Gahagan Douglas was toying 
with the idea of running against Sheridan Downey for US Senator. 
The article also stated that Douglas had dropped her criticism 
of the Truman Administration . 

100-3-72-A 

(*»bi 


Mrs. Amy Douglass, 2001 Chestnut Hills Drive, 
Cleveland Heights, Ohio, who was interviewed in the fall of 
1949 regarding Mr. and Mrs. Louis Feher, wds known to have 
been a good friend of Helen Gahagan Douglas. 

No Inft. given 
Cleveland rpt., 11/9/49 
Re: Heidi G. Feher, aka. 

Mrs. Louis Feher, etal$ 

SM-C 

100-153666-12 

(40j 
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[on 12/7/49 Yfilliam Schneidermdn, California CP State 
Chairman, met with CP functionaries in LA (place not stated), 
and set forth the CP's future political plan, He outlined 
concentration points selected by the CP State Committee, one 
of which was tha/gpfxhe 14th Congressional district (then 
represented by Helen Gahagan Douglas) would be asjbate-wide 
concentration point to elect a Negro candidate, GS^'(U) ' 


(U) 

LA rpt./^l/l3/50 

Re: CP, USA, Diet. 13; 

IS-C 


b2 

b7D 


1 do-3.-25-1537 p,43 

(j,s4) 


On 12/17/49 the Joe Daliet CP Club met at 343 N, 
Palmetto St,, Fontana, California, Edward Hremen stated, 
at the meeting, that the CP would not come out in support of 
Helen Gahagan Douglas but would rather have the IPP support her., 


la rpt.. 

Re: Edward 
was,; IS-C 
100-186186-13’ 

(41)J 


r 1/2?50 

Max Kremen, 


(U) 


b2 

b7D 


On 4/l3/54\_ 


wife of one of the 
business agents of Local 802, Hod UarrTers, Building and 
Camum Union: a£ America. Wilmington. Cali fornia, toos 


b7D 


for the 1950 campaign pf Helen Gahagan Douglas, 

LA rpt,, 4/28/54 
Re: Lafe McClain, Sec, -Treas, 
of Local 802; Anti-Racketeering 
9^-1^90-12 p,21 

SI | 92-1090-7 p,21 
(26) 
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In an application for federal employment dated in 
January, 1950, Tony Adrean stated that he "managed political 
campaigns, directing 010 and other groups ' campaigns in Helen 
Gahagan Douglas' Congressional campaign of 1946," 

CSC records 

LA rpt,, 12/27/50 

Re: Tony Harry Adrean, 

„ Applicant, CSC, LA; 

LGE 

121-23318-16 

(ifsJO . 


On 1/18/50 the Linda Vista CP Club held a meeting at 
the home of Dave and Miriam Starcevic, San Diego, John Carpadaki 
Club Chairman, led the educational which turned out to be a 
"free-for-all" between him and Larry Moyer, CP member, on the 
question of whether the IPP should run<a candidate’in the LA 
area to oppose Helen Gahagan Douglas M 

l%tA. 


San M egd rpt,, 4/19/50 
Re: CP, USA, Dist, 13; 
TiS~C 

100-3-24-257 p,31 
( 28)1 

SI 100-367471-6 
(S1)J , 

SI, 100-328421-9 

(ih,4) 

SI /oo-J?s-rf/-s- 
SI tee- aw- 9 

(I1)S 


b2 

b7D 


CoUpWlflAL' 








On 1/20/50 at the Lenin Memorial Meeting sponsored 
by the LA County CP, held in the Embassy Auditorium, LA, William 
Sohneiderman, Chairman of the CP of California, was the 


featured speaker . In his speech, Sohneiderman made reference 
to the n Chinese situation n and urged the audience to correspond 
with Senator William Knowland and Congresswoman Helen 


Gahagan Douglas for their support of 


Chinas 


LA rpt., 2/21/50 

Re: CP, USA, Dist. 13; 

IS-C 

100-3-25-1546 p.3 
(SS) 4 


b2 

b7D 



pwl 
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"The Worker" for 3/5/50 carried an ar-biole headed 
"Leading Negro Trade Unionists in Progressive Party Banks." 
The article stated that the 14th Congressional District of 
LA had been singled out for special concentration to elect 
a Negro Congressman to replace Helen Gahagan Douglas. 

100-357934-A 

(so)4 









pwl . 
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CONFI 


As of May, 1950, 
for Helen Gahagen Douglas, 


David Aaron was actively campaigning 
candidate.for US Senator. 

j JVS - 

Tt-siII 


I WTTf. 


b7D 


(Reliability not given) 

San Diego rpt., 5/5/50 

Rei David Alan Aaron, wa.; 

SM-C- 

100-357881-12 

T 


According to the minutes of the plenary, meeting of‘‘ 
the American Zionist- Council of LA,"held on 4/17/50, Dr. Otto 
Schirn, executive secretary of the American Zionist Council in 
LA, stated that Helen Gahagan Douglas was one of the Congressmen 
who responded to " our n request. (Apparently in connection with 
the representations to the President and Secretary of State in 
connectionjwith the arms shipments to the Arab States by Great 
Britain.)%)hA 


Anonymous Source 
LA rpt., 4/30/54 
Ret Zionist Organisation of 
Americaj 

Registration Act 
100-341909-29 p.15 
(1J, 4J) 


Correlator/s Note: This is an incorrect report. Corrected 
report is 100-341909-31 which does not mention-'Douglas. 






On 4/14/50 the LA County CP held a political 
mobilisation at the Park Manor, LA, In outlining the objectives 
of the CP for the coming elections, ffursel Alexander, CP 
legislative director for California, stated the CP and IPP were 
not endorsing Helen Gahagan Douglas as she had not taken a CP 
approved stand regarding peace, labor and trade with China, 
However, the CP and IPP were supporting her as her policies 
were favored over her opponent *.ten M---- 1 - 


1 




b2 

b7D 


Election statistics reveal that Douglas received a 
total of 330,315 votes for US Senator in the 1950 elections. 

As of 5/18/50, the IPP was supporting Douglas and 
James. \R 00 sevelt in'the 6/6/50 primary as they, came closer 
meeting the program of the IPE than aim other candidates 

XZ J|fr( u ) 

The " 1 California Eagle" for 11/3/49 contained an 
article entitled "1950 Campaign of IPP Launched at Banquet," 
The article stated that Douglas would run for the US Senate 
in 1950, 



LA rpt., 7/19/50 

Re: The Progressive Party, aka, 

IPP * IS-C 

100-357934-164 p, 18,19,53,54,55 
(50) J 


SI third par, above 
100-357934-304 p,116 

as/ 


^(U) 
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Jon 5/21/50 at a Daily Peoples World Press School 
held at the offices of the "Daily Peoples World, " SF, Oleta 
O'Connor Ypte s. SF CP Chairman^ gave a talk. In her talk she 
stated thatjSbhe J2P would support James Roosevelt and Helen 
Gahagan Douglas u) 

l4^(U) 


b2 

b7D 


SF rpi., 12/7/50 

Re: Fleice Alwida Stratton, 

wasIS-C 

101-6p05-58 

(1^2; 


Mrs. Gladys Evans, District Supervisor of the US 
Bureau of Census, LA, advised that as of 5/26/50 Jesse Unruh 
planned to assist in the campaign of H e len Gahagan Douglas for' 
S-tate Senator and expressed the hope that Douglas would assist 
him in securing additional Federal employment. 

LA Memo, 6/2/50 

. Re: Jesse M. Unruh, 

Appointee, LA Off. Bur. of 
Census; 

LGE 

121-22568-2 

( 54)4 



L 







In June, 1950 effort was being made by CP members in 
LA to get certain people to talk to Helen Gahagan Douglas to 
urge her to talk to Attorney General .McGrath to influence him 
to go to court on 6/21-22/50 and ask for probation for the 
remaining eight of the n .Hollywood 10, n -It was believed th 
Douglas would be agreeable since she was against the HCUA, 

k) 



r 

% 


LA memo, 6/19/50 
Re: Compic; 

IS-C 

100-138754-613 
(&& ■ 


b2 
b 7 D 


On 6/8/50 at a CP State Board meeting held in SF 
(place not stated} William Schneiderman, CP Chairman, analysed 
the results of the primary elections, He stated that the 
campaign on China had registered on a large number of people 
in the State and had effect on>sMch candidates as (James) 
Roosevelt and (Helen) Dougl as^*S(U)- 



As of 4/17/50 the LA County CP was supporting James 
Roosevelt for Governor and Helen G a hagan Douglas for Senator, 
However, the CP was not endorsing the candidates, and the CP 
support was based only on its^ ji&LLLill t^ pj'iticise ife things 
not in accord with GP policy! 



t/u 



LA rpt,, 7/15/50 

Re: CP, USA} Diet, 13} 

IS-C 

100-8-25-1576 p,37,40 


b2 

b7D 
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On 6/8-9/50 the OP State Board held a meeting at CP 
headquarters, SF • At the meeting on 6/9/50, Louise Todd Lambert, 
organisational secretary, commented „ that the OP did not get a 
mobilisation of its members in the labor movement in regard to 
voting for James Roosevelt and Helen Gahagan Douglas 4§^D(U) 




SF memo. 


Re: 

IS-0 


OP, 


(U r 

f/21/50 

Political 


b2 

b7D 


Activities; 


100-3-72-785 


On 6/9-10/50 Patricia Hall, executive secretary of the 
w Hollywood 10 n Committee stated that Ben Margolis, OP member in 
Hollywood, had advised her that both he and Martin Popper, of 
the National Lawyers Guild, thought there had not been enough 
pressure put on the Attorney General . They felt that pressure 
on the Attorney General could be done through va} 
Oongressmen^'Helen Gahagan Douglas, 



LA rpt 
Re: Oompicj 
IS-0 

100-138754-634 p.22 
(38)J 

SI 10,0-138754-614X 
(38)J 

SI t 105-1913-157 p.12 


-soy- 










CONFl 


ETIAL 


On 6/27/50 at a meeting of the CP Organisational 
Bureau (place of meeting not stated), William Schneiderman, 
member of the CP National Board, discussed with LA Comrades 
the tactical line of the CP in the election campaign. . 

Schneiderman stated that he raised the question as to what extent 
the CP could work against Richard Nixon^and Helen Gahagan Douglas 
without hurting the chances of Douglas.(JS^/{\S) } ? 

Jfe^(U) . MD 

SF rpt., 10/20/50 

Re: CP, USA, List. 13; 

IS-C 


100-3-23-1383 p.70 
(S 6 )sl 





0 n 7/26/50, at a meeting at 951 Mei-Ling Way, LA, 
sponsored by the ICCASP, Gale Sondergaard, wife of Hubert 
Biberman of the n Hollywood 10, " gave a talk. She sbat.ed that 
her husband who was in Washington, D.C. had attempted to see 
Helen G a hagan Douglas but that Douglas had refused to see him. 




LA rpt 4 
Re: Compic; 
IS-C 


/50 


b2 

b7D 


100-1138754-667 p.18 

( 38)1 



In a report of the Retail Merchants Credit Association, 
LA, compiled 8/8/50, J. Henry Rich was listed as residing at 
20036 Strathern Ave., Canoga Park, California. He was employed 
as an advisor by Helen Gahagan Douglas and had been since Feb., 
1950. 


LA rpt., 6/2/53 

Re: Joseph Rapoport, was; 

Esp.-R 

65-51328-62 






On 8/8/50 a delegation of 500 to 600 American Women 
for Peace demonstrated in front of the White House. After the 
demonstration part of the delegation called on various Congress¬ 
men and Representatives, one being Helen Douglas» 

N 0 Inft. 

k WFO teletype, 8/8/50 

Re: Congress of American 

Women; 

IS-C i 

100-344442-239 

( 14 ) 3 - 

SI 100-370641-5 

■ . . 


This reference is a copy of an undated letter directed 
to Army Intelligence, Washington, D.C. by one Beatrice Olds, 
Congress Hotel, Salt Lake City, Utah. In the letter Olds stated 
she hoped no movie star on Jack Tenney's subversive list would 
be permitted to serve in any canteen in the war against Reds. 

She called attention to the fact that the movie stats could 
release dangerous information since Helen (Gahagan) Douglas who 
was in Congress, followed the Red party line to a T and she 
had , "many picture stars as. pals, '' 

Copy of letter as above as end. 

- -, / r to Bureau Memo to LA, 8/14/50 

Re: Bette Davis, Gregory Peck, 

4 ,, - » Helen Gahagan Douglas,letal; 

■ SM-C 

,100-1138754-652 

(38)J 

SI 100-138754-658 

(38X1 





CONpJJjg wftAU^ 


At a OP State Board meeting held in SF on 9/14/50, 
V/illiam Schneiderman, chairman of CP District 13, stated that 
the OP was unable to ascertain whether Helen Douglas would 
support the McCarran Bill as passed in the House . The OP 
would form a united front with Douglas or anyone she was able 
to swing regardless of what the CP thought of her affiliations 
A united front with her on that issue would not mean the CP 
would support her on any other issue or in a general election 

Ho Inft, 

jSF teletype, 9/15/50 
Re: OP, International 
Relations; IS-C 
100-3-81-2957 

C?)J • 


On lO/l/SO Mrs . E * Stanley,- Assistant Registrar, 
University of California at LA, furnished the LA Office a 
printed letter entitled* n The 1950 Civil Liberties Appeal, 
Priority Project: Elect to the U.S. Senate Helen G-ahagan 
Douglas, John Carroll, Herbert Lehman. n 

■ * LA memo, 11/18/50 

Re: 1950 Civil Liberties 
Appeal / 

Info. Concerning 
1001-373894-3 

(M, Sj.) 

SI <100-373894-3 





On 10/6/50 the OP Whitney Club held a meeting at 367 
Lester Ave., Oakland . At the meeting it was announced that thfjgs) 
OP had decided not to support the political campaign of Helen , 

Gahagan Douglas who was running for US Senator from Californiatf^ 


b7D 


h«t 

SJL'rpt., 4/4/51 (U) 

Be: Has el Lathrop Peterj, was; 
SM-C 

100-352135-6 

(49)J 


The "Congressional Record" for 6/6/52, on page 6891 
reports that on 10/8/50 Leo O a sey, public-relations man, was 
called to come to LA to work on the senatorial campaign of 
Representative Richard M. Nixon against Representative Helen 
Gahagan Douglas• Casey did go to LA and worked hard to 
attract the Negro vote on which Douglas was counting . 

End • of "Congressional Record" 
with Bureau Memo, 7/T2/52 
Re: China Lobby; 

Registration A c t 
97-3076-19 


On 10/12/50 the "LA Times" reported that Helen Gahagan 
Douglas was in favor of continuing rent control in LA» 

LA Memo, 10/16/50 

Re: Federal Rent Control; 

Bribery 

58-2325-3 



CONF 








TIAL 


The 11 Daily Peoples World n of 10/13/50 carried an 
editorial by Adam Lapin, associate editor and OP 'member in 
which he stated that support of J, Edgar .Hoover by Mrs, Helen 
Gahagan Douglas had been made the key issue in her campaign 
for the S e nate, 


SF teletype -. 

Re: CP 9 USA f Communist 
Attack Against the FBI; 
ISjC 

100-3-95-23 


(m 

SI 100-3-95-29 

<$* 9 > 


On 10/31/50 the Bureau learned through a confidential 
source that Fulton Lewis 3 Jr, s radio commentator s commented that 
Helen Gahagan Douglas had been dealing some telling blows against 
Congressman Nixon by ref erring to the Me Carr on’ Bill and the 
Italians that were being kept out of the country, She was to 
make a big speech on the coming Thursday night before a special 
meeting promoted by the Italian-Americans in LA and Lewis was to 
answer her on his program the night following, 

Bureau Memo, 11/1/50 
No Subject 
94-4-2189-122 

(pj) 


Mrs, Anne Cohen 9 523 S, Westmoreland Aye,, LA S wrote 
a letter to the Bureau on 11/5/50 9 calling attention to 
incidents in SF which she considered of interest to the FBI, 

One item was a display on bill boards for Helen Gegapan Douglas 
where the word "Jew" was sprayed under the name which Mrs . Cohen 
considered anti-Semitic, 


101-5899-3 

(l},5f) 






m ■ # 



C. Lyn Fox, Political Editor of (f Call Bulletin" 
of SF mired the Bureau on 11/6/50 ashing for truth or 
falsity of statemt that followers of Helen Gahagan Douglas 
were campaigning on grounds that she voted against r, an 
infamous anti-American freedom bill on advice FBI". 

By telegram dated, 11/6/50 the Director advised 
Mr. Fox that at no time has he spoken for or against legislation 

100 -373598-105 


The "Daily Peoples WorId" of ll/l0/50 carried an 
article stating that the aid of Helen Gahagan Douglas had 
been asked to "intervene in the bail fight for the four local 
McCarran Act victims. " 

On 11/7/50 the Executive Board of the LA Committee 
for the Protection of the Foreign Born held a meeting at 1906 
W. 6th St., LA. At this meeting Delphine Smith, executive 
secretary, reported that a typewriter had been given to Harry 
Carlisle, one of the McCarran Act victims, and he had written 
a letter to Douglas ■ stating his case ,and those of the other 
deportees. The letter stated that the four had noted an 
advertisement in the local press that Douglas was an avowed 
opponent of totalitarianism a nd had oppos ed the McCarran Act. 


LA rpt., 6/4/51 

Be: American Committee for the 
Protection of the Foreign Bornj 
IS-C 

10D-7046-683 p.14 

3 }) 


pwl 
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On 11/35/50 A1 Garber of the Bay Area Branch of the 
Independent Socialist League, gave a talk at the joint conference 
of the Independent Socialist League held at Redwood Regional 
Park, Oakland. In his talk he claimed that in the recently 
held California elections, labor had its worst defeat in the 
country with the defeat of Helen Gahagan Douglas. 


SF rpt., 1/23/51 . 

Re: Independent Socialist- 
League, SF Areas . 

IS 

100-86590-47-5? p.3 

<f> 3 P ' ■ - ... ' 


C 


and December . 1950. 


During the Esitel. jn_S£LJk]i November 


1 


_ (UTSl Uongressmen Trank Uavenner and, "JoTvh SKeTTey ana 

former Uongresswoman Helen Douglas h2 

ggdjfcu) b7D 


sm rnUl 1/27/55 


105-34477-2 

dj) 


3 $ 




_ On 12/9/5 01 

[ | former Uongresswoman Helen UaKagah UougTas was TnUerested 

Tn Helping in the relief drive. She had .not been contacted, 
however, as she was out of town.^§t//)(\jy 

I CG'CU) 

_SF rot.. 4/6/51 


IS-YU I --- 

65-58966-54 p.2? 

(26)4 













# ; • 

CONFTDgifffAL 

A Grime Survey Report for LA from 7/15/50 to 1/15/51, 
stated that one police official had pointed out in a.speech that 
Congresswoman Helen Gahagan Douglas in a tour of her home district 
had stated that the LA newspapers were as responsible as anyone 
for the continuance of so-called "wolf pack" incidents in LA. 

Survey as above enclosed with ' 

LA letter, 1/13/51 

Re: Crime Survey, LA Div. 

' ' 62-75147-26-379, end. p.96 ■ 

■ . (ei)\ 
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On 1/17/51 at a meeting of District 13 OP Secretariat 
in SF, William Schneiderman, Chairman of District 13, gave a 
report on the National CP Convention and the status of the CP 
at that time, In his report he brought out that the Party had 
difficulties to overcome in their election campaigns and needed 
support of the workers, One of the difficulties to be solved 
was that shown in the campaign around Helen Gahagan Douglas of 
California who had lost out in the election, Williamson stated 

igressive Party wherever it was still 

~rpvl enclosed with m) *>2 
SF letter, • 1/31/51 b?D 

Be: CP, USA, Dist, 13; 

IS-C 

100-3-3718 

Cf.sj) 


they needed to build the Pr t 
in existence in California 



ONI records as of 3/19/51 contained information to the 
effect that Robert Harold Silver acknowledged membership in 
Students fop, Douglas (Helen Gahagan Douglas), apparently at 
Contra Costa Junior College (year not given). 


ONI memo, 4/14/52 

100-d,90213-l 

(5S)-1 
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On 4/23/51 in -testimony before the HCUA in LA, John 
Garfield, in reply to certain questions put to him h V*]/ e 
Committee Counsel, (questions not given) stated that he had 
spoken for Helen Gahagan Douglas, but never for Charlotte 
Bass, ’ , 

LA Prosecutive Summary, 8/24/51 
Res John Garfield, was / 

SM-C 

10^-335707-119 p,16 

„ . - SI 100-335707-56 


On 5/26/51 Jack H 0 lmes, an employee of Amalgamated 
Clothing Workers of America, LA, stated that at meetings of 
the locals of the union, at times, a speaker would endorse some 
candidate and a collection would be taken for the piirpose of 
helping the .campaign of that particular candidate . H 0 lmes 
stated that money had been raised for Helen Gahagan Douglas 
campaign for the November, 1950 election» Holmes also stated 
that-he had received information to the effect that Douglas had 
gone to the NY office of the Amalgamated Clothing Workers to 
negotiate for either $5,000 o$ $10,000, from the International 
Union . However, he did not know if Douglas had been successful 
in obtaining the money . * 

LA memo, 5/28/51 

Re: Amalgamated Clothing 

Workers of Americas 

Labor Management Relations Act 

122-7j-4 

($,&) 










In about August, 1951 Judge John Ford, who had been listed 
as a reference when Esther Lou Blais dell' applied for a position 
at the Department of State, advised that he knew Blaisdell from 
April, 1942 to late 1943 while he was in charge of OPA in LA. 

Judge Ford silted that prior to the last elections he heard that 
Blaisdell was for Helen Gahagan Douglas for Senator. ' Blaisdell 
had stated she was supporting Douglas because she was a woman. , 

The 1951 CSCUAA reflected that the IPP supported Douglas | 
for Congress. * 

LA rpt., 8/8/51 

Res Esther Lou Blaisdell; 

Applicant, Institute of Inter — 

American Affairs. 

62-83775-29 

(ssH 


On 9/19/51 in testimony before the HCUA in LA, Martin 
Berkeley, screen writer, named a number of Hollywood individuals 
as anti-Party people but good liberals who had been n sucked 
into our Motion Picture Democratic Committee, n which had been 
built into a flourishing institution i Helen Gahagen Douglas 
was "named as one of the above individuals by Mr. Berkeley. 

The above Committee was in existence until it wqs 
suggested that tie organisation take sides against Russia add 
then the organisation was smashed. (Time of activity not given) 

transcript of testimony before the 

HCUA enclosed with WFO memo, 10/19/51 

R e : Compic; 

IS-C 

100-138754-903, end. p.491 







Helen Gahagan Douglas was one^f "the Americans who 

endorsed the Zagreb Peace Conference .U&$ M 

_ k ' 


_, 0/18/51 

HZ. ZILtu* 12/25/53 
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IS-7U 
62-77787-872-258 




The book "U.S.A. Confidential" by Jack Lait and Lee 
Mortimer published in 1952, mentions Helen Gahagan Douglas. 

On page 138 was stated that "Bed-fawning" Douglas doled out 
Federal patronage. 

On page 354, in writing about dections in a presidential 
year, the book stated that "fifth columnists were operating^ 
boldly in Washington, D.C., where-at the League for Republican 
Women Voters CIO; union literature was distributed* picture of 
left-wing Helen Gahagan Douglas, defeated for the S e nate as a 
Red-supporter, hung on the wall." 


Enel, of above book with 
Bureau Memo, 3/21/52 
Re: Book Review, "U.S.A. 
Confidential" 

94-42546-28 p.138,354 
(27)j 







Harry B, Sheppard, Congressman, residing at California 
Hotel, San Bernardino in May, 1952, advised that Edouard Isac 
was an acquaintance of Helen Gahagan Douglas, 

LA rpt,, 5/27/52 
Be: Edouard 7,M, Isac, was,; 
Appointee, Economic Stabilisation 
Agcy., Washington, D,C,; 

LGE 

121-28915-35 
(54 \j 


The "Washington Evening Star" for 5/19/52 carried an 
article headed "ADA Be-elects Biddle as National Chairman; 
Bank Named to Board," The article went on to say that Helen 
Gahagan Douglas was one of the newly elected members of the 
National Board of the ADA, 


1C0-348196-A 

(h elj 


In late August, 1952 Julius Johnson advised that he, had 
belonged to the 20th AD Democratic Club which was an all Negro 
Club, Johnson recalled that the club had sponsored a speech 
by the candidate Helen Gahagan Douglas, (No date of activity, 
given) 

SF rpt,, 9/17/52 

Be: Julius Taylor Johnson, 

was,; .SM-C 

100-362405-7 

(Sl)j ■ 
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The LA files revealed that on 12/19/52 Carl Mote, Jr,, 
PO Box 165, Hollywood, advised by letter that he understood that 
Helen Gahagan Douglas had introduced a bill in Congress to natur¬ 
alise Hsi Tsing Tsiang, Chinese CP alien, Mote thought it 
advisable to remind the LA Office of the above information, 

LA memo, 3/24/53 

Re: Carl Hook Mote, Jr,; 

Info, Concerning 

65-28562-91 

Q, ep 


Joseph Rapoport was reportedly on the staff of Helen 
Gahagen Douglas during her Senatorial campaign (J&f(no date or 
Inft.’J o 


As of 8/12/53 Douglas resided at 983 Park Ave,, NYC, 
and had an unlisted telephone pmmhzji a£. fiector-7-3476 - (A, 



t 


dvised that if Mrs, Douglas could not be 


reached at the Park Avenue address, she would probably be at 
her Cape Cod retreat, address unknown.Q&Tno date) 


NY rpt., 9/3/53 

Re: Joseph Rapoport, was,; 

Esp. -R 

65-51328-76 

(6Q)J 
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Mrs. Clinton Trainor, neighbor of Joseph Rapoport, 
advised in late 1952, that in. 1950 the Rapoports had received, 
visits from a Mrs. Rich. Mrs. Trainor recalled that Mrs. 

Rich r s husband had been employed by Helen Gahagan Douglas < 

(Mrs. Melvyn Douglas*). 

On 1/19/53 Helen Douglas advised she had not had 
anyone named Rich working for her,. Her brother-in-law, George 
douglas, who was present, stated he believed a man named 
Rich had aided Helen Douglas in her 1950 campaign. Helen 
then recalled the man but had forgotten his first name, but 
stated he was a publicity man whose services had been obtained 
through an agency > name of which she could, not recall. She 
also stated she thought her secretary, Evelyn Chaboor, would 
be able to identify Rich but she did not remember the secretary's 
address." . 

NT rpt.j 2/5/53 
Re: Joseph Rapoport, was.j 
Esp. -R 
65i-51528-38 

(4, & <t) 

SI 1st par. above 
65 r-51328-26 

(si) 


On f/23/53 Helen Gahagan Douglas, wife of Melvyn 
Douglas, advised she had talked with Evelyn Chaboor, (mentioned 
in summary above) and Chaboor had identified Rich as Joseph 
Henry Rich, the publicist in Mrs. Douglas 1 1950. campaign. 

Mrs. Douglas was shown photographs of Joseph and 
Shirley Rapaport, v)ho she said were not familiar to her. She 
indicated the name was familiar and that they may possibly 
have been active in her 1950 election campaign. 

NT rpt., 12/30/53 

Re: Joseph Rapaport, was.j 

Esp -R 

65-51328-85 

S J> e p 





REFERENCES NOT INCL UDED IN THIS. SUMMARY 


The following references contain information which 
is set forth in the corresponding serial of the main file 
62-92543 on Helen Gahagan Douglas, Except where indicated, 
the source is the same in both serials: 


Reference 


S, SgFg, Inft. 


61-10149-1380 p,10 

si 


66-2542-3-34-2134 

eJ 

94-8-43-88 

6 j 

100-3-25-1032 

7 J 

100-3-81-3567 

rp x! 

100-138754-917 

11J 

100-345229-43p,128 

14 J 

L 

100-356466-121 

15 J 

121-32563-16 

271-4 

62-82107-9 

18 ^ 

57-407-A 

18 J 

"Wash, Post j' 

9/28/44 

19 4 


61-190-347 

j 

< 

61-390-874 

19 J' 

61-3176-A “DW, U 
6/26/47 

,19'j 

61-3176 -A "Wash, 
Post ; 6/26/47 

' 



M^Fj^Sertal 

7 p.22 
20 p,4 


Inft, 
NY files 


Sub A "LA Exo.yniYAr" 
9/14/50 



coiPfIdential 


Ip, 7 
4p,24 
7 p,26 

7 p,26 


|'Tesur 



No Inft, 


123 - 


CONE 


i 
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Reference 

S. S.Pq 

Inft. 


M.F. Serial Inft. 

61-6728-520 

19 J 



4 p.22 


61-7546-309 

so J 



4 p.28 

• 

61-7582-1298 p.663 20 


20 p. 6 


61-7582-1298 
p.1788 

20 fai> 


20 p.8 


61-7582-1302 p.10226 , 

20 4 

HOUA 


4 p. 12 

“Wash. P 0 , 
9/28/44 

61-7582-A* M* 
7/14/45 

20 4 

| 



4 p/27 

• 

61-9218-18 

204 

§ 


1 p. 1 


61-10149-471 

20 J 


r ^ 

V 

) Tp.22 

NT files 

61-10149-486p, 59 

20 j 


(M 

7 p. 22 

NT files 

61-10149-138Op, 10 

20 j 


\ 

7p. 22 

NT files 

62-67357-A "DW/ 
12/29/45 

81 J 



4p/27 


62-73428-244 

21 J 

i 

22 J 



3 


62-82107-1 



7p.36 


62-82107-2 

22 ^ 

• 


7p. 36 


62-82107-4 

22 J 



7p. 36,37 


62-82107-5 

22 i' 



7p.36 3 37 


62-88461-11 

224 



Sub A "LA 
9/14/50 

HjX 

65*43302-5640p.69 

23j 



4 p.20 



- 224 - 
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Reference 

SSt>< 7* In ft, 

MF Serial 

In ft. 

66-8603-1-34-509 

264 

?p,22 

* 

A 

94-8-43-88 

2 ?J 

SubA 'LA Ex</9/14/50 

100-3-4-4154 

28 4 

4p,16 


100-3-4-4538 

28 4 

4p.l8 


100-3-70-A "LA 

29 si 

SubA "LA ZZ^mi-ner- 

Exef^/14/50 

100-3-73-137p •37 

30 J 

9/14/50 

?p,35 

* 

100 -3-73-A "Tines 

30 J. 

?tf, 35 


Her!, 5/10/4? 

• 

100-3-81-356? 

30 4 

18 


100-135-53-218 

31 J. 

fl/i^ 4p.22 


1 00-?061-1255p ,51 

31 i| 

]#) 20p.3 

Oonf, Inft, 

100-?326-248 


4p, 1.8 

_ 

100-?660-28?2 

ssj 

4p.l5 


100-?660-3344 

324 

4p,22 


100-?660-3554 

324 

-jA 4 ?' 28 

- 

100-10355-363 

33 jl 

1 )£y?p.22 
(U) 

NT files 

100-1168? -101 

33.j- 

4p.24 

- 

S. . > 

100-15252-41 p/688 33 4 

2Op, 9 


100-33049-34-96 

35 J 

4p,15 


100-33049-34-114 

35 J 

4p,15 


100-4?062-4? 

35J 

4p,21 



t 









Reference 


100-56674-411 

100-56674-413 

100-56674-416 

100-56674-419 

100-56674-424 ' 
p.34j 39 

100-56674-433 

* " * . •- 

100-56674-1190 

p.138 

100-92526-194 ■ 


SSvff. 


MF Serial 

35,. 


} 4p,21 

i3 



35 i 


r \4p.21 



M) 

S5J| 


\fJ4p.21 



^ 4p. 21 



4p,21 

35} 


4p.21 

35 4 

20p,2 

35v/ -- 

7p. 22 


Inft, 

No In ft, ( J ^ / 
No Inft. 

No In ft. 

No Inft. . \ 

No In ft . 

No Inft. 


100-138754-34 

37 

4p. 12 

100-138754-60 . 

37 

4p,14 

100-138754-89 

37 i 

4p,18 

100-138754-115 

37 j 

4p,21 

100-138754-118 

37J 

4p,25 

100-138754-461p. 6 

38 J 

4p.l 

100-138754-917. 

38 J 

20 p,l 

100-138754A Vkr38 J 
11/9/47 

100-138754A "D$Peoples 

2 Op, 6 


Wld.” 6/19/49 

38 4‘ 

2Op.6 Wash, 
Star/6/9/49 

100-140272-55 

33 l 

a • X 4 
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b2 


b2 


b2 

b7D 


b2 


39 *J 

39 J 
39 sj 


N^ferenoe 

100-146964-641 

100-146964-645 

100-146964-649 

100-146964-665 

100-146964-748 

100-146964-A “Pec 
Wld.% 11/24/45 

100-146964-A '!Peoples 
Wldl'y 3/8/46 40 


SSt>Q. In ft. 


MF Serial 


4p.23 

4p.20 



2Op. 4 


100-146964-A DW, 
3/18/46 

40 

20p. 5 

100-146964-A "DW/ 
3/19/46 

k 

40 J 

\ 

2Op. 5 

/m 

100-154799-66 

40^1 


y^4p.27 

100-172121-5 

40j 

4p.28 

100-184142-16 

40j] 

4p.l3 

100-189902-19 

41J 

4p.21 

100-189902-21 

42 4 

4p.21 

100-189902-28 

42 J 

4p.21 

100-189902-47p. 21 

41 J 

2Op. 5 

100-190625-1886 

41 J 

4p.25 

100-190625-2537p. 
40 

42 J 

20p.7 

(U) 

_ V \ y 

100-193072-9 

424 

P$/4p.l4 

100-195436-4 

42 A 

- > 

4p.l7 


In.f-b, 


No In ft. 


Jtesurp^) 

No Inft. 


"DW/3/19/46 


M 


(U) 


No Inft. 









.Re/ere'nce 


pg« 


KF Serial 


100-195436-10 

100-802315-165 

100-202315-663 

100-202315-751' 

100-202315-793p 2 9 

100-203561-4160 

100-212169-133 

100-212169-309 

100-224990-31 

100-228468-83 

100-260007A "DWj 
3/8/45 

100-272184-19 

100-284866-53 

100-299578-12 

100-332337-6 

100-332562-12 

100-332879-4 

100-334880-1 

100-334880-3 

100-335267-20 

100-335831-11 



4p.l7 
4p.l6 
4p.l7 
4p,20 
4p.20 
4p.l8 
4p.l7 
4p.l9 
4p.l4 
4p.l7 
4p. 27 

4p.l6 

4p.l 

3 

4p,15 
4p.l6 
4p.l9 
4p . 9 
4p. 9 
4p. 28 
4p.l5 


Inft. 


No In ft. 


tr e sur2^)(!// 





Reference 


rnf-b. ' MF Serial 


ln£b. 


100-336845-3 

100-337494-5 

100-337779-81p ,15 

100-338276-36 

100-338276-50 

100-338892-31 

100-338892-38 

100-338892-53 

100-338892-58 

100-338892-79 

100-338892-lOOp, 8 


45 J 

46 j 
46 J 
46 < 
46 J 


46J 


46 k 


46 Ml 

46 ^_ 

46 

46/ 


4p,16 
4p, 27 
7p,l 
4p.28 

4p,28 * - , • • ■ 

2Op. 7 

* 

20p,7 
7 p.23 

7 Bullet/n of 4f e yt,,‘ c text fits 
\ ■ 

20 p.7 
2Op. 7 ; 


100-339008-121p.5 

47J 

- 

7p21. 

100-343748-7 

47 J 


2Op. 8 

100-344437-3 

48 J 


2Op. 4 

100 -~' 

100-344437-4 

48J 

(\A 

\ 4p.8 

100-344437-8 

48 ^ | 

•) 30p.4 

100-344437-17 

48 j 

'LA Daily 

2 Op. 4 

100-344437-22 

48 j 

News/ 

4/2/46 

"LA Daily 

2Op. 4 

100-344437-32 

48 4 

News' 1 

4/2/46 

2 Op. 4 

100-344437-75 

48 J 


2 Op. 4 


Peoples Wld.. 
5/9/46 

"Peoples Wld." 
5/9/46 


'Pitts. Courier, 
3/23/46 
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CON 


HAU 









Reference 

S3 Pg. In ft. 

MF Serial 

100-344437-A "DW”, 
3/29/46 

48J 


2Op. 4 

100 -344437-A "Wash. 
News”, 12/8/47 

48 J 


2 Op . 4 

100-345079-14p. 5 

48 J 

* 

20p. 4 

100-352560-5 

50 J 

2Op. 5, 

100-356466-121 

50 ' 

/ 

20 p. 1 

105-8045-18 

52 » 

s 

t 

7p. 21 

121-29089-54 

54 , 

j”Peoples 
Wld. ", 
3/9/46 

20p. 4 l 

121-32563-16 

54 , 


2 Op. 9 

100-345643-1 

58 

f 

•J . 

20p. 7 

66-2542-3-47-1340 

60 

i 

7p. 16 

100-338892-30 

63 4 

4p. 21 

100-3-25-411 

65 . 


4p. 6 

77-8995-19 

67 . 


4p. 26 

77-8895-20 

67 : 


4p. 26 

100-6873-1 

67- 


4p. 26 

100-138754-60 

67 "• 


4p. 14 

100-138754-917 

67' 


20 p. 1 

100-356466-121 ' 

68 - 

- 

2 Op. 1 


Inft. 

"Peoples Wld. 
5/9/46 

”,Peoples Wld. 
5/9/46 


Peoples Wld. 
5/9/46 



evm 


-230. 







The following reference was not reviewed as it 
contained information which vjas placed under restricted 
dissemination: 

65-58068-1404, Search Slip p, 5 J 


The following references which were found to be 
identical with the subject, contain information of a con¬ 
fidential nature: 


Reference 

SS pg. 

100-352385-660 

49 

100-352386-480 

50'J 

100-352385-689 

5oJ 

100-352385-702 

50 j 2j* 

100-352385-724 

50j 





L 





DECLASSIF 

fb| -autoe 

DA 



- 1 \OH .AUTHOP^I^^JU^Eb FP.OH: 
<Jp E C LAS SIFIC AT I'dN.GUI^I 




September 7 a 1955 


1901 


I-3EIWS DOUGLAS 

Born} • April 5* 

Maeon* Georgia 

BECT 04BAGAB BOBGLAf 
Borns Hovember 25, IvOO 
Boonton, How Jersey 


Snelosuros (2) 


DECLASSIFHS3-0H' 




■L/iUUUXiWUXi- --- 

by $j H 5^ L* feh— 


Orlg, and. one to G-2-^^‘ 
Req reeMs 9-2-55 //f/J ~ 

S*E»« CLARK: tar^ 

<g) :. 




i 


i 


.ora JY 2 S££ 

"s 2 r.srs , »fa“»sr*w«»- 

ceneasnlns Hal9» Samson Douglas, (62 _ 92 ^ 3 . n-W?*) 

jph* Jono 30 s 1952* memorandum refers to an 
annlioant-tTOo investigation of liolvyn Douglas conducted 
SS P fh?.a BnnISS. for the omoe of Emergency !-!magwnt* 

0?p“ a J^portfoad^ toing tte wM ot 

gallon-we furnished to your agency on liny ?» ~ ou 

are referred to those reports* ( 77 - 184 . 96 ) 

fbo foregoing inf option is furnished to y ou as 
the result of your request for m JSX fao «h.oh gd is m% 
to he construed as a clearance or a noncloarsnoo 0 ^ tne ^ 
dividual involved * 3tei». information J$ S^»$ h ^«c4 y ° 3 
.and should not be disseminated ouvsa.ua of your agency* 


1 


cA 


1 


fir 




owd - 
loom_ 


WAU^S- 

j (g> qL _ _ 

- NOT RECORDED 

v 133 QFP 13 1955 

yellow - 77-5^5 1S4-96 (Melvyn Douglas ) 

yellow - 62-92543 (Helen GaMagan Douglas) ----- 

H02BJ Memoranda to bo transmitted G-2, Army by Liaison Section. 

(Up 


I 

h- 

I> 


.1 


^SEP151955 

" - Jv-vj 














- Mo. Gochnour. 


SAC, Los Angeles 


May 2, 1956 


Director, FBI (62-92543) * ' -DEC LAS S IF I GAT IflM AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 

' ’ . ' FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE , 

; ’ ^ ' DATE* 11-lO-ZOlQ • v / ' . "■ 

HELEN GAHAGAN^DOUGLAS , / • ' ^ - ' 

tNFORMATIOK CONCERNING ' - , 

|Subversive - 

There is enclosed herewith a copy of a 
summary of information on Douglas which has. been 
prepared for use at the Seat of Government# This 
summary may include, information not suitable for 
dissemination. ; 

This summary is being furnished to you 
for information* Pertinent information contained 
therein which can be disseminated should be 
included in any future report prepared by you 
regarding Douglas. 


YELLOW: Subject not on SI and no security investigation 
has been conducted.concerning Douglas. She is former 
US Representative from California. ' . 


Tolson_ 

Boardman. 
Nichols 
Belmont _ 


DRGjplc; 

(4). 


1112 39 




RECORDED 








’17- MAY 3 1956 J 
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coiwIvr_ fbT 

may -2 1956 
mailed 24 . -j 




re 195B 








w 









■ 


^ LOcal ??zes 

Nev > Jersey 


^•oaohuaetta 

p.3 

New Toy*j^ 

P.3 

Cal tfor nta 

P.3 

dryland 

P *3 

"**’■“* y ooimtu 

Jll inoig 

c 4 '0/j-jy 

Con *eJt iQUt 

n rgini a 

P.3 

P.3 
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P .64 
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DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
DATE 11-10-2010 


April 5, 1957 


! Dr. Robert W. Hubert 

| Westwood Professional Building 

I 1033 Gayley Avenue 

i LoiTXngeles 24, California 

'v. t ([ t| 

Dear Dr. Hubert: 

! 

| 

I Your communication postmarked March 29, 

1957, has been received. 

i 

Although I would like to be of service, information 
|; in FBI files is confidential and available for official use only. I 

would like to point out also that this Bureau is strictly a fact- 
gathering agency and does not make evaluations or draw conclusions 
* as to the character or integrity of any organization, publication 

or individual. 





l 




K 


I know that you will understand the reasons for 
these rules and will not infer from my inability to be of assistance 
cither that we do or that we do not have the information you desire. 



Sincerely yours, 


., John Edgar Hoover 
P btf it; Director 






I 


(Jl. 1 


Tolson 


Nichnls 

Boardman 

Belmont_ 


Mohr 



NOTE: On the basis iiif&W^uWy.V£ilable, the correspondent was y 
not identifiable in Bufiles. HBmiies reflect that Melvin Douglas and r- 
Helen Gahagan Douglas have associated with numerous 

rX Communist Party front organizations, (77-18496 and 62-92543) 


Parsons . 

Rosen _ 

Tamm . 

Trotter__ 

Nease-■ / 

Tele. RooojQi^ 
'olloman 
ndy_ 
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DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 


FBI AUT 
DATE 11 


IC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
2010 


ROBERT W. HUBERT, D. D. S. 

WESTWOOD PROFESSIONAL BLDG. 
1033 GAVLEY AVENUE 
g3S ANGELES 24, CALIF. 

ARIZONA 9893 1 


^F-S/. 

UJSP » AC 

St> aj& A&e-p Al&b F/ *J &d £4 

Up lin/ (V A t+ A 


U P 1*3 f\ / (y' A A y^.,.- - 

4 *j b r*«sUe 

ej> <nt= 

c ***** 

/ hfsv&'ls K,) A< A ^ OTZ-TH'S) r 

4~fJ b) WOtO /) Sr-A-' f ^ v At. •&& / M & As 

MOU/L,JO S^'o Tv^a/o 4-S ^ Me 


brvo jj -77S&AS +- /X5J>/- 

rffttr S&^?€'€-rlP.O bL. v / 




. . i \uiU'* z 
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DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 


FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
DATE JBfelO-ZOlO 




* 


GEO. E. FITZ-GIBBON 

2228 HOWARD STREET 
FRESNO 3. CALIFORNIA 


PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT i s LICENSED : : REAL ESTATE BROKER 

12 September 1960 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington D. 0. 


Dear Sir: 


A man told me yesterday that files from 

[ your office showing the Communistic leanings 
of Congresswoman Helen Gah agaiP bo ugla s had 
been made availabre ^"Mm throughHtEe^Asso- 
dated Farmers of California some years ago, 
during a political campaign. 

x. Will you please accord me the same privi- 

Cjlige? I shall be interested to know exactly 
Jhow Communistic Mrs. Douglas is. 


'* Should you be interested, a rather corn¬ 

's plete record of my own activities for the past 
rv 43 years is in my 2Q1 file in the office., of $he 
Adjutant General of the Army. 



_BY 


Geo. E. Fitzj-Gibbon 
Lt. GoL. US.AR Retired 


'*• V 

1 Mr. Tolsor 
| Mr. Mohr.— 

1 Mr. Parsons- 
| Mr. Belmont-^ 

] Mr. CallaM^V 

S Mr. McGtur®— 

| Mr. R' asc ' n -- ^ 

1 Mr. Tswra—--1 

I Mr. frotts®'—- * 


r* »VTI 

^ 00 f 

& cn’i 


J | %£- 




% 


f?- & O , 


m |if. 3 m 


5 SEP ££‘1960 










I* E Ci&SS IF.iCAT-10N~ AttTH&RI TTS?) ERIVED -Plttll: 
BBI 7 AUTOMATIC 'JDECLAS'SI PdfCATION ^GUIDfi ; ,' 
DATE - 1 It 1,0-7201 ff 1 ' - '• ’'S'* - 



X - 'Sir. Parsons ; '. 
>1 - Mr*' Belmont * > 
1 r Sir; BaUmgardner' 
// 1 - Sir* . Farrow‘1/ 

1960 


r '.7 

«. 'x >* " ** •>* 


J -* 

- t~£**** 


^h/ 


S V^^PiiyE^oneX, George 


1: ,222Mtei^iteejfc / 

1 vFres no 3 , Ca lifor nia 

’1 ’Bea'r.CdloneX^.vr^:'-. . 


r*,r .' ■ V;C-Yog* belterSeptember 12*11960:;'Bass' " .<• s:’ 

- ; Beon.:rieceiyed*',-'s;;v..'‘:: -*.?r \v v.,-... 

\f i\ *. v / j-.-V/“-*. • *:' * ’^VV.-'V ^ V' .** ^■■ 

• * /.' ' s'>s r! -In V ietsr Of.;tBe /contends 1 of your * lett&fc i <m*x£- v; - ; - 
, ; itetrttctiog the Special, Jtgeut in : Charge of ou^:jLoa^ngetej| 
Offxee td liave an Agent?Contact :ym'4ft tlie neer future*- ; 


MAlLED^tit 


mmm.i 


M0W*fc 


yours. 


m 


£t r jraotre&at* 
' CpMM-FBI :•;?•• A TIT 


w15 Ss 151 


■ lii 4 lcl'5o:l'i' i'j 




i Bdgar Hoover. 

Director . .• -/v* 


•\ CO/ 
: Vi* -£2 ' 
.. * TO * 


;I\V v" sjp'~'<7<'_ 
.-/ip 

_* vr 

^ ' * ' k zxj;.- , ’ 

t-, *•***. ** *****V - 


■/-;,.2 ;-;^Los Angeles * CencInsures - 2) 


/ . ; Enclosed are two copies of cOrfespondei5^s^^^^^-% 

iCommunication,/, Bufiles contain no identifiable data 5-^ ' 

.concerning the correspondent^ Bufiles contain w®,- ^|- |l3f8 : {$ -Jjft;- 
= identifiable derogatory data concerning the Associated jf/H'. 

-/Farmers of California. 7- : IV7-. 7 V--v- ; ./w' „->*. -sv /- -• 

' : . *•' - //- f:■'■■■■' : :V : : ir- 


. Tolsnn • “ ..s' V"_ * 

tiahvX '' ; ,;. 

Pfirsons/' V ‘ 

Belmont ; 

Caliahan _____ 

^. * 

DeLoach._ 


Mntnpt 

“ A ' % - 

McGuire t_1_ 


Rosen 


Tamili' ' 


Trotter • 

-Crt; 

W.C. Sullivan 


Tele.Room^I_ 


' Inara m-" 


Gandy ____ _Jl_ J 


indicating ber^participation^f* 

ChlUtnimi e*f Par+V • • , P-r , A«+ rrmnnc ^ ' * 


; of rveriojist^fCoimiiunist .Party:"front groups 
(62-92543) s s.-Zb'#':V;r . s- 


NOTE JTO LOS ANGEI^S, CONTINUEPi PAG| TW 


rv, ^ 




To ?-20-60;: CAFTIffiffiD-i®' S . (Aj 

li'- sira? informti °n: concerning , (INTERNAL 0il 


£V5EC»m),-» a fHF:pw.: 

-U^»H°°^n TELETYPE UNIT Eli] 

KTHF.-pwra); ys 


T ■ j* 1 

-sry/K : 








Lieutenant Colonel George E* Fitz-Gibbon, 
U5AR (Retired) • * v 




You are instructed to immediately contact 
Fitz-Gibbon and advise him of the confidential nature of 
Bufiles* You should determine the identity of the indi¬ 
vidual who advised Fitz-Gibbon that he had access- to ; 

Buf iles 1 and, thereafter, contact this individual to ; 
determine tne basis for his statement and impress upon 
him the confidential nature of Bufiles* You should 
properly admonish him for stating that he lias had access 
to Bufiles and instruct him to refrain from making such 
statements in the future e Promptly furnish the results 
of this investigation to the Bureau, making reference 
to,this communication* '• r J 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 


SRNM 

Memorandum 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


DECLASSIFICATION AUT 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLAS 
DATE 11-10-2010 J 



DERIVED FROM: 
DCATIOH GUIDE 


TO : Mr* A m H # Belmoti 


nttfA 1 




date: 


|Y«S 

September 20, 1960 


Tolson . 

Mohr_ 

Parsons 
Belmont 
Callahai 
teLoi 
Malone _ 
McGuire . 

Rosen _ 

Tamm _ 

Trotter _ 


>ns _A_ 

ont 

m: 


FROM 


/ 


Mr, F, J, BaumgardnerA^/^,, 

A Nl ^ 

// subject: GEORGE E JvFITZ-GIBBCN 

* act ✓'f vi* 


1 

1 

1 

1 


- Mr, 

- Mr. 

- Mr. 

- Mr. 


Parsons 
Belmont ’ 
Baumgardner 
Farrow 


W.C. Sullivan . 

Tele. Room_ 

Ingram_ 

Gandy _ 


INFORMATION CONCERNING 
(INTERNAL SECURITY) 









George E, Fitz-Gibbon, Lieutenant Colonel, USAR (Retired), 
by letter dated 9-12-60 advised that an individual whom he did not 

I name had informed him that FBL^iles showing "Communistic leanings 
of Congresswoman Helen G ahaga n-Douglas had been made available to 
him through the Assoc“iate“d"Farmers of California some years ago." 
Fitz-Gibbon inquires "Will you please accord me the same privilige.” 
Bufiles contain no identifiable data concerning Fitz-Gibbon, 

No investigation has been conducted by the Bureau concerning 
Helen Gahagan Douglas who represented the 14th California District 
in the House of Representatives from 1945 to 1951; however," numerous 
references appear in Bufiles indicating her participation in the 
. activities of Various Communist Party front groups. A memorandum 
1 was prepared and transmitted to the 'White House in July, 1952, 

1 containing information in Bufiles concerning Mrs. Douglas, 

f *i , ' « ' 

1 i'•* Bufiles contain no identifiable derogatory information > 
concerning the Associated Farmers of California, and there is no 
indicatiqn that they have ever had access to information in Bufiles. 





OBSERVATIONS: 

Fitz-Gibbon should be personally contacted by an Agent 
and the record set straight as to the confidential nature of Bufiles. 

I The identity of the individual who stated to Fitz-Gibbon, that he had 
access to Bufiles should be ascertained and the basis^fpr this statement 
determined. 


RECOMMENDATION : 


** A 

A" *• & 


3K ^ 



If you agree, there is attached a proposed 
Fitz-Gibbon advising him that an Agent will contact hi 
near future. Included with this letter are 

~ l^ • _ i _ • _ M 


rrr tii ^60 
instructiansu.to the SAC , 


Los Angeles, to interview Fitz-Gibbon in line with the above observations 

Enclosure 
THF:pwf(5) 


f 

62 SEP 27 1960, 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 


DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROH: 




Memorandum 


FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIF 
DATE* 11-*10-2010 


~ TJNITED STATES GWERNMENT 


S' 


TIOH GUIDE 


to DIRECTOR, FBI 


date: 





\ 




ROM : SAC, LOS ANGELES (100-60084) 





I 5 

* Mr, Tolson_ B 

Mr. Mohr.-, 

"r. Parsons, 

Mr. Belmonte— 
Mr. Calfiihan.-j^t | 
Mr. De$fc{ch . JSL_ 8 

Mr. Malone- 

Mr. McGuire- 

Mr. Rosen- 

Mr. Tamm.- 


subject: Lt. Col. GEORGE $^ITZ-GIBBON, USAR(Retired) 

T22^Lii Qwar.cL.stgee l^ ““ T" ““ ~~ 

Fresno 3> California 

ReBulet to Lv. Col. UEUKGE 4. FiTZ-UiBFOW; 1 USAR 
(Retired), dated 9/21/60, 


\ Mr. Trotter- 

Mr. V/.C. Sullivan 

Tele. Room_ 

Mr. Ingram_ 

Miss Gandy_ 


on 9/26/60 SAs 


and 


I I interviewed captioned individual at his residence, 

222b Howard Street, Fresno 3* California. He was advised ^ b6 
lof the confidential nature of Bureau files, and he replied 


that he was aware of this fact but that on 9/11/60, while 
engaged in a political discussion with a fellow church member, 
this individual told him that he had_seen _FBI files, showing . 
communist leanings of**Congressw^Tan HELEN GAHAGAN DOUGLAS. 

He further told FITZ-GIBBON that these files were made avail¬ 
able to him through the Associated Farmers of California 
during a political campai gn a number of years ago.' 

isenti^^d^his fellow church member 
Ifor'The Fresno Irrigation' District, 
whom h6\described as a very reputable individual. FITZ=5 
GIBBON said that he was certain in his own mind that l 
had either made this statement through some false illusion 
or was deliberately lying to support his position in the 
heat of a politica l argument. He added that he specifically 
had a ^kadl Jif he personally had seen FBI files, to 


as 



£ 


answered aff irmativel y. FITZ-GIBBON said 


which | I answered affi 

he was determined to prove [_|wrong and that was why 

I he had corresponded with the Bureau. He said he had fully 
expected a letter from Director Hoover pointing out that FBI 
lfi j.es are conf idential, and he had intended to show such reply 
Ito 



t 


f 


<Jl>t Bureau (REGISTERED) 
l/V Los Angeles 




EX 109 


RRC:CEA 

(3) 




• Ie OCT 10 I960 


iUHlIU 

JkEtstl 

1 BY g£Ag*gj*jb >' 











ML f/ 


LA 100-60084 

_ Following the ^-hawrlew with FTT7,-.ttTBB0N. SAs_ 

and | interviewed |_ 

Fresno Irrigation District, at his office, 1508 North 
MLllbrook Avenue, Fresno, California. I I readily 

recalled the incident mentioned above but denied having_ 

stated to FITZ-GIBBON that he had access to FBI files either 
through tife As s o c rated 'Fg rHe 
claimed that in his remarks he was referring to an incident 
which had occurred some 30 years previously when some ^ 

speaker, whose identity he could not recall, had addressed a 
meeting of the Associated Farmers and had read a list of 
several individuals in the Hollywood movie colony who were 
reported active in communist affairs at that time. He 
recalled that this list included the name of HELEN GAHAGAN 
DOUGLAS. I added that he recalled having seen DOUGLAS’ 

name in a book dealing with communist activity in Hollywood, 
the name of which publication he recalled as "Red Treason." 

0-3 

During the interview I said that the policy 

of the Associated Farmers at that time had been to forward 
any subversive information to the FBI, and since information 
regarding Mrs. DOUGLAS had probably been forwarded also, he 
presumed this information to be a part of the FBI files. b 

He said, however, that he knows of no individual among the b 

membership of the Associated Farmers, including himself, who 
would know whether or not these submissions were made with 
Bureau approval or, for that matter, how such submissions 
had been made. 

emphatically stated that he had not told b6 
iJpiTZ-GIBBON that he had seen actual FBI files and certainly bi 
[did not intend to convey that impression. 

_ The confidential nature of Bureau files was impressed 

upon| in no uncertain terms, and he was admonished to 

refrain from making any statements which might be Interpreted 
as indicating that he has ever had such aeeess. 

No further action is being taken in this matter, 
and the above is furnished for the Bureau’s Information, 
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0j Helen Gahagan Douglas is a former congresswoman from California. 
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